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IB 


To  the  Reader. 


jHIS  Play  comming  accidentally  to  the 
Preffe,   and    at  length    hauing   notice 
thereof,    I  was  loath    (finding  it  mine 
owne)  to  fee  it  thrufb  naked  into  the 
world,  to  abide  the  fury  of  all  weathers,  without 
either  Title   for  acknowledgement,  or  the  for- 
mality of  an  Epiftle  for  ornament.     Therefore 
rather  to  keepe  cuftome,  then  any  neceffity,  I 
haue  fixt  thefe  few  lines  in  the   front    of   m.y 
Booke  :  neither  to  approue  it,  as  taftfull  to  euery 
palat,  nor  to  difgrace  it,  as  able  to  relifh  none, 
onely    to    commit    it    freely    to    the    generall 
cenfure  of  Readers,    as    it    hath    already   pail: 
the    approbation  of    Auditors.      This    is    the 
Golden  Age,  the  eldeft  brother  of  three  Ages,  that 
haue  aduentured  the  Stage,  but  the  onely  yet, 
that  hath  beene  iudged  to  the  Preffe.  As  this 
is  receiued,   fo   you  fhall   find    the   reft : 
either  fearefuU  further  to  proceede, 
or  encouraged  boldly  to 
follow. 


Yours  eucr 


T.  II. 


B     2 


The  Names  of  Perfons  prefented 

in  the  Play. 


Homer. 

Saturnc  )  ^       1^1 
T-   ,  >  two  brothers, 

lytan.    J 

Two  Lords  of  Greet. 

Vefta  mother  of  Saturne. 

Sybilla  wife  to  Saturne. 

Lycaon  Sonne  to  Tytan. 

Califho  daughter  to  Lycaon. 

lupiter.         luno. 

Mellifeus  King  of  Epire. 

Archas  fonne  to  CaHfto  and  lupiter. 

Diana.         Atlanta. 

Ei^eon.        )  ^  ^    T-  i. 

Enceladus.  \  '^"""^^  *°  T^*^"' 

Neptune  1  1      .1        4.    t      -4. 
pj  ^.  j-  brothers  to  lupiter. 

Acrifius  King  of  Arges. 

Danae  daughter  to  Acrifius. 

King  Troos. 

Ganimed. 

A  Lord  of  Arges. 

Two  Lords  of  Pelagia. 

Foure  Beldams. 

Clowne.         Nurfe. 

Satyrs.  Nimphs. 
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Wilh  the  Ihies  of  luplter  and 
Saturne. 

A6lus  I.     Scaena   I. 
Enter  old  Homer. 


iHE    Gods    of     Greece,    whofe    deities 
rais'd 
Out  of  the  earth,  gaue  them  diuinity, 
The  attributes  of  Sacrifice  and  Prayer 
Haue  giuen  old  Ho7ner  leaue  to  view  the  world 
And  make  his  owne  prefentment.     I  am  he 
That  by  my  pen  gaue  heauen  to  lupiter. 
Made  Nepiwics  Trident  calme,  the  curled  waues,. 
Gaue  yEolus  LordHiip  ore  the  warring  winds  ; 
Created  blacke  hair'd  Pluto  King  of  Ghofls, 
And  regent  ore  the  Kingdomes  fixt  below. 
By  me  Mars  warres,  and  fluent  Mercury 
Speakes  from  my  tongue.     I  plac'd  diuine  Apollo 
Within  the  Sunnes  bright  Chariot. .    I  made  Venus 
Goddeffe  of  Loue,  and  to  her  winged  fonne 
Gaue  feuerall  arrowes,  tipt  with  Gold  and  lead. 
What  hath  not  Homer  done,  to  make  his  name 
Line  to  eternity  ?     I  was  the  man 
That  flourifli'd  in  the  worlds  firfl  infancy  : 


6  TJic  Q-oldcn  Ao;e, 

When  it  was  yong,  and  knew  not  how  to  fpeake, 

1  taught  it  fpeech,  and  yndcrflanchng  both 

Euen  in  the  Cradle  :  Oh  then  fuffcr  me, 

You  that  are  in  the  worlds  decrepit  Age, 

When  it  is  neere  his  vniuerfall  graue, 

To  fing  an  old  fong  ;  and  in  this  Iron  Age 

Shew  you  the  flate  of  the  firfl.  golden  world, 

I  was  the  Mufcs  Patron,  learnings  fpring, 

And  you  fliall  once  more  heare  blinde  Ilovier  fing. 

Enter  two  Lords. 

I.  Lord,     The   old    Vraims^   fonne  of  the   Aire  & 
Day 
Is  dead,  and  left  behinde  him  two  braue  fonnes, 
Tytan  and  Saturiie. 

1.  Tytcvi  is  the  eldefl, 

And  fhould  fucceed  by  the  true  right  of  birth. 

2.  Lord.     But  Saturn  hath  the  hearts  of  al    the 
people, 

The  Kingdomes  high  applaufe,  his  mothers  loue, 
The  leaft  of  ihefe  are  Reppes  vnto  a  crowne. 

2.  Lor.     But  how  wil    Tytan  beare   him   in  thefe 
troubles, 
Being  by  nature  proud  and  infolent,  « 

To  fee  the  yonger  feated  in  his  throne, 
And  he  to  whom  the  true  right  appertaines, 
By  birth,  and  law  of  Nations  quite  caft  off? 

I.  Lord.     That  either  power  or   fleele  mufl   arbi- 
trate : 
Caufes  befl  friended  haue  the  befl  euent. 
Here  Saturiie  comes. 

Enter  Saturn e  and  Vefla  with  other  attendants. 

Saturn.      Behold    what    nature    skanted    me    in 
yeares, 
And  time,  below  my  brother  ;  your  applaufe, 
And  general  loue,  fully  fupplies  me  with  : 
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And  make  me  to  his  crowne  inheritable. 
I  choofe  it  as  my  right  by  gift  of  heauen, 
The  peoples  fufifrage,  the  dead  Kings  bequefl, 
And  your  election,  our  faire  mother  Queene, 
Againfl  all  thefe  what  can  twelue  moones  of  time, 
Preuaile  with  Tytan  to  dif-herite  vs. 

Vejla.     The  Cretan    people,  with   flirill   acclama- 
tions 
Pronounce  thee  foueraigne  ore  their  lands  and  Hues, 
Let  Tytan  florme,  and  threaten  flrange  reuenge. 
We  are  refolu'd  thy  honour  to  maintaine. 

I.  Lord.     Tytan  J  thy  ruine  fhall  attempt  in  vaine 
Our  hearts  ad-here  with  Vejlaes  our  late  Queene, 
According  to  our  foueraignes  late  bequefl, 
To  kneele  to  Satiiriie. 

Saiurne.     We  accept  your  loues, 
And  we  will  flriue  by  merite  to  exceed  you. 
In  iufl  requitall  of  thefe  fauours  done. 

VeJla.     Arme  Lords,  I  heare  the  voyce 

A  noife  of  tumult  within. 
Of  Tytan  florming  at  this  flrange  eleiflion. 

Enter  Tytan,  Lycaon,  and  others. 

Tytan.     Defcend  proud  vpflart,  trickt  vp  in  Roln 
weeds 
Deckt  in  vfurped  flate,  and  borowed  honours, 
Refigne  them  to  their  owner,  that's  to  me. 

Sat.     Tytan  keep  off,  I  charge  thee  neere  me  not, 
Lefl  I  thy  bold  prefumption  feale  with  bloud. 

Tytan.     A  Crown's  worth  tugging  for,  &  I  wil  ha't 
Though  in  purfute  I  dare  my  ominous  Fate. 

Licaon.     Downe  with  the  vfurper. 

Vejia,     Saturne  here  fhall  fland, 
Immoueable  ;  vpheld  by  Vejlaes  hand. 

Tytaii.     Am  I  not  eldeft  ? 

VeJla.     Ey  but  yong'ft  in  braine. 
Saturne  the  crowne  hath  ceas'd,  and  he  fhall  reigne. 


8  The  golden  Age. 

Tytan.     Am  I  a  baflard,  that  my  heritage 
Is  wrcflcd  froiri  mc  b}'  a  yongcr  birth  ? 
Hath  V(fla  plaid  th'  achilterelTc  with  (ome  flrangcr? 
If  I  be  eldcfl  from  Vrafius  loynes, 
Your  maiden  Iffue,  why  am  I  del^ar'd 
The  law  of  Nations  ?  am  I  Vejlacs  fonne  ? 
AVhy  doth  not  Vcjla  then  api)eare  a  mother  ? 
Was  yonger  Satumc  bedded  in  your  wombe, 
Neerer  your  heart  then  I,  that  hee's  afifec^led 
And  I  defi)is'{n     If  none  of  thefe,  then  grant  me, 
What  luflice  wils,  my  interefl  in  the  Crowne  : 
Or  if  you  make  me  out-cafl,  if  my  Mother 
Forget  the  loue  fhe  owes,  I  fhall  abandon 
The  duty  of  a  fonne.     If  Satumc  prooue 
Vnnaturall,  Tie  be  no  more  a  brother, 
But  maugre  all  that  haue  my  right  withflood, 
Reuenge    my    wrongs,    &    make    my   way   through 
bloud. 

Sat.     Tytan  we  both  acknowledge  thee  a  brother. 
And  Vejlaes  fonne,  which  wee'le  expreffe  in  loue. 
But  fmce  for  many  vertues  growing  in  me 
That  haue  no  life  in  you,  the  Queene,  the  Peeres, 
And  all  the  people,  with  lowd  fuffrages, 
Haue  fhrild  their  Auees  high  aboue  the  clouds, 
And  flil'd  me  King,  we  fliould  forget  their  loues 
Not  to  maintain e  their  flrange  elecSlion. 
Aduife  you  therefore,  fmce  this  bold  aduenture 
Is  much  aboue  your  ftrength,  to  arme  your  felfe, 
In  fearch  of  future  honours  with  our  loue, 
For  what  can  Tytan  do  againfl  a  people  ? 

Vejta.     Saturne  aduifeth  well,  lift  to  his  confell. 

Tyta7i.     If  my  owne  land  proue  thus  vnnaturall, 
I'le  purchafe  forraine  aid. 

I.  Lord.     Rather  compound. 

Sat.     Let  Tytan  make  demand  of  any  thing 
Sauing  our  Crowne,  he  fhall  enioy  it  feeely. 

Vefla.     Tytan^  your  brother  offers  royally, 
Accept  this  loue. 
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Tytan.     To  loofe  a  Crowne  includes 
The  lofie  of  all  things.     What  fliould  I  demand? 

Lycaon.     This  grant  him  Saturne^ivsxc^  thy  infmua- 
tion 
Hath  wrought  him  quite  out  of  the  Cretans  hearts, 
That  Tytans  warlike  iffue  may  lucceed  thee. 

Tytan.     Lycaon  well  aduis'd,  he  during  life, 
Shall  reigne  in  peace,  no  interruption, 
Shall  pafle  from  Tytan  to  diflurbe  his  reigne. 
So  to  our  Gyant  race  thou  wilt  affure 
The  crowne  as  due  by  right  inheritance. 

Saturne.     To  cut  off  all  hoRile  effufion 
Of  human  bloud,  which  by  our  difference 
Mufl  needs  be  fpilt  vpon  the  barren  earth, 
Wee'le  fweare  to  this  accord. 

Tytan.     Conditiond  thus, 
That  to  depriue  all  future  enmity 
In  our  fucceeding  Iffue,  thy  male  children 
Thou  in  their  Cradle  flrangle. 

Saturne.     Kill  my  fonnes  % 

Tytan.     Or  fweare  to  this,  or  all  our  warlike  race, 
Difperfl  in  feuerall  Kingdomes  Il'e  affemble. 
To  conquer  thee,  and  from  thy  ambitious  head, 
Teare  that  vfurped  Crowne. 

Saturne.     Tytan^  thy  friendfhip 
Wee'l  buy  with  our  own  bloud,  all  our  male  children,. 
(If  we  hereafter  fhall  haue  any  borne) 
Shall  perifh  in  their  births,  to  this  we  fweare, 
As  we  are  King  and  Saturne. 

Tytan.     I  the  like. 
As  I  am  Tyta7i,  and  Vranus  fonne  : 
This  league  confirm'd,  all  my  Allyes  Tie  gather 
Search  forreigne  clymes,  in  which  Il'e  plant  my  kin, 
Scorning  a  feate  here  where  I  am  difpis'd, 
To  liue  a  fubie6l  to  a  younger  birth. 
Nor  bow  to  that  which  is  my  owne  by  due. 
Satur?ie  farewell,  Il'e  leaue  thee  to  thy  flate, 
Whil'fl  I  in  forreigne  Kingdomes  fearch  my  Fate. 
Thinke  on  thy  oath. 


lo  The  oroldcn  Acc\ 

Saturnc.     Firfl  Ray  witli  vs  and  fcafl, 
Tytan  this  day  fliall  be  King  Satu?'ns  guefl. 

Enter  the  Clowne  a?id  a  Nurfe. 

Clown.     There  is  no  dallying,  you  miifl  come  with 
all  fpeede, 
For  Madam  Sibilla  is  growne  a  great  woman. 

Niirf.     That  is  without  queflion,  for  Hie  is  now  a 
Queene. 

Clow7i.  Nay,  fhe  is  greater  then  many  Queenes 
are  :  for  though  you  may  thinke  fhe  is  with  ancient 
folkes  :  yet  I  can  affure  you  flie  is  with  childe,  you 
may  imagine,  beeing  now  but  morning  fhee  is  new 
rifen,  yet  t'is  thought  that  ere  noone  fhe  will  bee 
brought  a  bed.  I  neuer  heard  fhe  was  committed  to 
prifon  :  yet  t'is  look't  euery  houre  when  fhe  fhall  be 
deliuered,  and  therefore  Nurfe  I  was  fent  to  you  in  all 
hafle. 

Nicrf.     Is  fhe  fo  neere  her  time  ? 

Clown.  Yes  :  and  yet  tis  thought  fhee  will  not- 
withflanding  hold  out,  becaufe  fhe  is  groning. 

Nurf.     Your  reafon  ? 

Clowne.  Becaufe  you  know  the  prouerbe  :  A  grunt- 
ing horfe,  and  a  groning  wife  neiier  decelue  their  Maljler : 
fay,  will  you  make  hafle,  Nurfe  % 

Nurf.     "What's  the  beft  news  abroad  ? 

Clown.  The  befl  newes  abrode  is,  that  the  Queene 
is  likely  to  keepe  at  home  :  and  is  it  not  flrange,  that 
halfe  an  houres  being  abroad  fhould  make  a  woman 
haue  a  moneths  minde  to  keepe  in.  But  the  worfl 
newes  is,  that  if  the  King  haue  a  young  Prince,  hee  is 
tide  to  kill  it  by  oath  :  but  if  his  maiefly  went  drunke 
to  bed,  and  got  a  gyrle,  flie  hath  leaue  to  Hue  till  fhe 
dye,  and  dye  when  flie  can  Hue  no  longer. 

Nttrf.     That  couenant  was  the  mofl  vnnaturall 
That  euer  father  made  :  one  louely  boy 
Hath  felt  the  rigor  of  that  ftri6l  decree, 
And  if  this  fecond  likewife  be  a  fonne, 
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There  is  no  way  but  death. 

Clow7i.  I  can  tell  you  more  newes  :  the  king  hath 
fent  to  the  Oracle  to  know  whether  my  Lady  be  with 
childe  of  a  boy  or  a  gyrle,  and  what  their  fortunes 
fhall  be  :  the  Lord  that  went,  is  look't  for  euery  day 
to  returne  with  his  anfwere  :  it  is  fo  Goffipt  in  the 
Queenes  chamber,  I  can  tell  you.  O  Nurfe  wee  haue 
the  brauefl  king,  if  thou  knewefl  all. 

Niirf.     Why  I  pray  thee  % 

Clowne.  Let  his  vertues  fpeake  for  himfelfe :  he 
hath  taught  his  people  to  fow,  to  plow,  to  reape  corne, 
and  to  skorne  Akehornes  with  their  heeles,  to  bake 
and  to  brue  :  we  that  were  wont  to  drinke  nothing  but 
water,  haue  the  brauefl  liquor  at.  Court  as  paffeth. 
Befides,  he  hath  deuifed  a  flrange  engine,  called  a 
Bow  and  Arrow,  that  a  man  may  hold  in  hand,  and 
kill  a  wilde  beafl  a  great  way  off,  and  neuer  come  in 
danger  of  his  clutches.  I'le  tell  you  a  flrange  thing 
Nurfe,  lafl  time  the  King  went  a  hunting,  he  kild  a 
beare,  brought  him  home  to  be  bak't  and  eaten :  A 
Gentlewoman  of  the  Court,  that  fed  hungerly  vpon 
this  pye,  had  fuch  a  rumbling  and  roaring  in  her  guts, 
that  her  Intrails  were  all  in  a  mutiny,  and  could  not 
be  appeafed.  No  phificke  would  helpe  her,  what  did 
the  King  but  caufed  an  excellent  Mafliffe  to  be 
knock't  in  the  head,  and  dreft,  gaue  it  to  the  gentle- 
woman, of  which  when  flie  had  well  eaten,  the  flefh 
of  the  Mafliffe  worried  the  beare  in  her  belly,  and 
euer  fmce  her  guts  haue  left  wambling.  But  come, 
come,  I  was  fent  in  hafl,  the  Queene  mufl  needs 
fpeake  with  you.  Exeu?tf. 

Enter  Saturne  with  wedges  of  gold  and  fdiier^  models  of 
JJiips,  and 'biiil dings y  how  and  arrozves,  ^'c.     His 
Lords  with  hitn. 

Saturne.     You  (hall  no  more  be  lodg'd  beneath  the 
trees. 
Nor  chamber  vnderneath  the  fpreading  Okes  : 
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Ikhold,  I  haue  deuis'd  you  Hermes  for  tooles, 

To  fciuarc  out  timber,  and  pcrfonnc  tlie  Art 

Of  Architccflurc,  yet  vnknownc  till  now. 

I'le  draw  you  formes  of  Cities,  Towncs  and  Towers, 

For  vfe  and  flrength,  behold  the  models  here. 

I    Lord.       Satiirncs    inuentions    are    diuine,    not 
humane, 
A  God-like  fpirit  hath  infpir'd  his  reigne. 

Satur?ic.     See  here  a  fecond  Arte  of  Husbandry, 
To  till  the  earth,  to  plow,  to  fow,  to  plant, 
Deuis'd  by  Saticrtie:  here  is  gold  refin'd 
From  Groffer  mettals,  filuer,  braffe,  and  tinne, 
With  other  minerals,  extract  from  earth. 
I  likewife  haue  found  out  to  make  your  brooks, 
Riuers  and  feas  by  pracSlife  Nauigable. 
Behold  a  forme  to  make  your  Craers  and  Barkes 
To  paffe  huge  flreames  in  fafety,  dangerleffe. 

2.  Lord.     Satiirne  is  a  God. 

Saturn.     The  lafl,  not  leaft,  this  vfe  of  Archery, 
The  flringed  bow,  and  nimble-fetheredfhaft : 
By  this  you  may  command  the  flying  fowle, 
And  reach  her  from  on  high  :  this  ferues  for  warre, 
To  flrike  and  wound  thy  foe-man  from  a  farre. 
What  meanes  this  acclamation  %    A  lowdjhout  within. 

I.  Lord.     Tis  thy  people, 
Deuinefl  Saturne  furnidit  with  thefe  vfes, 
(More  then  the  Gods  haue  lent  them)  by  thy  meanes. 
Proclaime  to  thee  a  lafling  deity. 
And  would  haue  Saturne  honoured  as  a  God. 

Saturn.     Wee'l  ftudy  future  profits  for  their  vfe. 
And  in  our  frefh  inuentions  proue  diuine. 
But  Gods  are  neuer  touch't  with  my  fufpires, 
Paffions  and  throbs  :  their  God-like  Iffue  thriue, 
Whilft  I  vn-man-like  mufl  deftroy  my  babes. 
Oh  my  ftri6t  oath  to  Tyta?i,  which  confounds 
All  my  precedent  honours  :  one  fweete  babe, 
My  yongeft  Ops  hath  felt  the  bloudy  knife, 
And  periflit  in  his  fwathing  :  And  my  Queene 
Swels  with  another  Infant  in  her  wombe, 
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Ready  to  tafle  like  rigor.     Is  that  Lord 
Return'd  from  Delphos  yet? 

2.  Lord.     He  is. 

Saturn.     Admit  him  :  now  what  doth  the  Oracle 
Speake  by  the  Delphian  Pricfl. 

3.  Lord.     Thus  mighty  Saturne. 
After  our  Ceremonious  Rites  perform'd, 
And  Sacrifice  ended  with  reuerence, 

A  murmuring  thunder  hurried  through  the  Temple. 

When  fell  a  pleafant  fliower,  whole  filuer  drops, 

Fil'd  all  the  Altar  with  a  rofeate  dew. 

In  this  amazement,  thus  the  Delphian  God, 

Spake  from  the  Incenfl  Altar  :  Lord  of  Creete, 

Thus  fay  to  Satiir?ie  :  Sibill  his  faire  wife, 

Is  great  with  a  yong  Prince  of  Noble  hopes, 

That  fliall  his  fathers  vertues  much  excell, 

Ceaze  on  his  Crowne,  and  driue  him  downe  to  Hell. 

Sat.     The  Gods  (if  there  be  any  boue  our  felfe) 
Enuy  our  greatneffe,  and  of  one  that  feekes 
To  beare  himfelfe  boue  man,  makes  me  more  wretched 
Then  the  moft  flauifh  bruit.     What  fliall  my  Sibill 
Bring  me  a  fonne,  that  fliall  depofe  me  then  % 
He  fliall  not ;  I  will  croffe  the  Deities, 
I'le  toombe  th'  ufurper  in  his  Infant  bloud, 
I'le  keepe  my  oath  ;  Prince  Tytan  fliall  fucceed, 
Maugre  the  enuious  Gods,  the  brat  fliall  bleed. 

I.  Lord.     Way  for  the  dowager  Queene. 

Enter  N<t^2.fad. 

Sat.     How  fares  our  mother  ? 
How  i'fl  with  faire  Sibilla^  our  deere  Queene? 

Vejla.     Your  Queenes  deUuered. 

Sat.     Of  fome  female  birth, 
You  Deities  I  begge  :  make  me  oh  Heauens, 
No  more  inhumane  in  the  tragicke  flaughter 
Of  princely  Infants,  fill  my  decreed  number 
With  Virgins,  though  in  them  I  loofe  my  name 
And  kingdome,  either  make  her  barren  euer 
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Orelfe  all  generatiue  power  and  appetite 
Depriue  me  :  lefl  my  purple  finne  be  flil'd 
Many  degrees  boiie  murder.  What's  her  birth  ? 

Vijla.     Shee's  the  fad  mother  of  a  fecond  fonne. 

Saturn.     Be  euer  dumbe,  let  euerlaRing  filence 
Tong-tye  the  world,  all  humane  voyce  henceforth, 
Turne  to  confus'd,  and  vndiflinguiflu  found, 
Of  barking  Hounds,  hoarfe  beares,  &  howling  wolues, 
To  flop  all  rumour  that  may  fil  the  world 
With  Saturncs  tyranics  againfL  his  fonnes. 

Vejl.     Ah,  did  but  Satiii'tic  fee  yon  fmiling  babe, 
Hee'd  giue  it  life,  and  breake  ten  thoufand  oathes 
Rather  then  fuffer  the  fweet  infant  dye. 
His  very  looke  would  begge  a  quicke  reprieue 
Euen  of  the  tyrant  Tytan^  faw  the  vnkle 
With  what  a  gracefull  looke  the  Infant  fmiles, 
Hee'd  giue  it  life,  although  he  purchas'd  it 
With  loffe  of  a  great  Kingdome. 

Saturn.     Then  fpare  the  lad  :  T  did  offend  too  much 
To  kill  the  firft,  tell  Sibill  be  (hall  Hue, 
I'le  be  no  more  fo  monflrous  in  my  rigor, 
Nor  with  the  bloud  of  Princes  buy  my  Crowne. 
No  more  their  Cradles  fliall  be  made  their  Tombes, 
Nor  their  foft  fwathes  become  their  winding  fheetes  : 
How  can  my  fubiedls  thinke  Il'e  fpare  their  Hues 
That  to  my  owne  can  be  fo  tyranous  1 
Tell  Sibill  he  fhall  Hue. 

VeJl.      Vejla  will  be  that  ioyfull  meffenger. 

Saturn.     Stay,  let  me  firfl  reward  the  Oracle, 
It  told  me  Sibill  fliould  produce  a  fonne. 
That  fhould  his  Fathers  vertues  much  excell, 
Ceafe  on  my  Crowne,  and  driue  me  downe  to  Hell. 
Mufl  I  then  giue  an  Infant-traitor  life. 
To  fling  me  to  the  heart  %  the  brat  fhall  bleed. 

VeJla.     Sweet  fonne. 

I.  Lord.     Deere  foueraigne. 

Saturn.     He  that  next  replyes, 
Mother  or  friend,  by  Saturnes  fury  dyes. 
Away  fetch  me  his  heart,  brimme  me  a  bowle 
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With    his     warme     bloud.      Tytan,     my    vow    He 

keep, 
Life  newly  wakend,  fliall  as  newly  fleep. 

Veji.     Worfe  then  a  bruit,  for  bruits  preferue  their 
own. 
Worfe  then  the  worft  of  things  is  Saturnc  growne. 

Saturn.     Command  the  childe  to  death. 

Vejl.     Tyrant,  I  will. 
Tygers  would  faue  whom  Saturn  means  to  kill, 

Sat,     It  is  my  fonne  whom  I  command  to  aeath, 
A  Prince  that  may  fucced  me  in  my  Throne, 
And  to  poRerity  reuiue  my  name. 
Call  Vcjla  backe,  and  bid  her  faue  the  Babe. 

I.  Lord.     I'le  do't  my  Lord. 

Sai.     Yet  flay  :  the  lad  to  kill 
I  faue  my  oath,  and  keep  my  kingdome  ftill. 
Pofl  after  her,  and  charge  them  on  their  liues, 
Send  me  the  babes  bloud  in  a  cup  of  gold, 
A  prefent  which  I'le  offer  to  the  Gods. 
Delay  not,  bee't  our  mother,  nay  our  wife, 
Forfeits  her  owne  to  faue  the  Infants  life. 

I.  Lord.     I  fhall  informe  them  fo. 

Sat.     Is  this  a  deity. 
To  be  more  wretched  then  the  worft  on  earth, 
To  be  depriu'd,  that  comfort  of  my  iffue. 
Which  euen  the  bafefl  of  my  land  enioy : 
H'e  henceforth  for  my  rigor  hate  my  felfe, 
Pleafures  defpife,  and  ioyes  abandon  quite. 
The  purefl  bloud  that  runnes  within  my  veines, 
I'le  dull  with  thicke,  and  troubled  melancholy, 
H'e  warre  with  comfort,  be  at  oddes  with  folace. 
And  league  with  nothing  but  diflemprature. 
Henceforth  my  vnkem'd  lockes  fliall  knot  in  curies, 
Rafor  nor  any  edge  fhall  kiffe  my  cheeke, 
Vntil  my  chin  appeare  a  wilderneffe, 
And  make  we  wild  in  knowledge  to  the  world. 
Perpetuall  care  fhall  cabin  in  my  heart. 
My  tyranny  I'le  punifli  in  my  felfe, 
And  faue  the  Gods  that  labour 
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Saturns  diRurbance  to  tlie  world  fliall  be, 
That  planet  that  infufeth  melancholy. 

Enter  Sibilla  lyini^  in  cJiild-bcd^  luitJi  Jicr  child  lying  by 
hcr^  a?ui  her  JVurfe,  6^^. 

Sibilla.     Is  not  our  mother  Vcjla  yet  return'd, 
That  made  herfelfe  th'unvvilling  meffenger, 
To  bring  the  king  newes  of  his  new-borne  fonnel 

Niirf.     Madam,  not  yet. 

Sibil.     Mother,  of  all  that  euer  mothers  were 
Mod  wretched  :  kiffe  thy  fweet  babe  ere  he  dye, 
That  hath  life  onely  lent  to  fuffer  death. 
Sweet  Lad,  I  would  thy  father  faw  thee  fmile, 
Thy  beauty  and  thy  pretty  Infancy, 
Would  molifie  his  heart  wer't  hew'd  from  flint, 
Or  caru'd  with  Iron  tooles  from  the  corficke  rocke. 
Thou  laughed  to  thinke  thou  mufl  be  kild  in  iefl. 
Oh  if  thou  needs  mufL  dye,  I'le  be  thy  murdreffe, 
And  kill  thee  with  my  kifies  (pretty  knaue) 
And  canfl  thou  laugh  to  fee  thy  mother  weepe  ^ 
Or  art  thou  in  thy  cheerefull  fmiles  fo  free 
In  fcorne  ot  thy  rude  fathers  tyranny  ? 

Nurf.     Madam,  the  King  hath  flaine  his  firfl  borne 
fon. 
Whom  had  hee  feene  aliue,  hee'd  not  haue  giuen 
For  ten  fuch  Kingdomes  as  he  now  enioyes, 
The  death  of  fuch  a  faire  and  hopefuU  child. 
Is  full  as  much  as  Tytan  can  demand. 

Sib.     He  fhall  fpare  this  fweet  babe,  I'le  ranfome 
thee 
With  my  owne  life,  the  knife  that  pierceth  thee, 
Will  wound  thy  mothers  fide,  and  I  fhall  feele 
The  leaft  fharpe  flroke  from  his  offenfiue  fLeele. 

Nurf.     The  mother  Queen's  return'd. 

Enter  Vejla. 

Sib.     How  lookes  fhe  Nurfe  % 
.Let  her  not  fpeake,  but  yet  a  little  longer 
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My  hopes  hold  in  fufpence  :  oh  me  moll  wretched, 
I  reade  my  Lords  harfh  anfwere  in  her  eye, 
Her  very  lookes  tell  me  the  boy  mufl  dye. 
Say,  muR  he  ?  mud  he  %  kill  me  with  that  word, 
Which    will    wound     deeper    then     King    Satunies 
fword. 
Vi^/Ia.     The  boy  mufl  dye. 
Sib.     Oh ! 

Nurf.     Looke  to  the  Queene,  Ihe  faints. 
Vejl.     Oh   let's   not   loofe    the    mother    with    her 
infant, 
The  loiTe  of  one's  too  much. 

Sibill.     Oh  wher's  my  childe  ? 
He  hide  thee  in  my  bed,  my  bofome,  bred. 
The  murderer  fliall  not  finde  my  little  fonne, 
Thou  fhalt  not  dye,  be  not  afraid  my  boy. 
Go  tell  the  King  hees  mine  as  well  as  his. 
And  rie  not  kill  my  part :  one  he  hath  flaine, 
In  which  I  had  like  interefl :  this  I'le  faue, 
And  euery  fecond  fonne  keepe  from  the  graue. 

Enter  the  firjl  Lord. 

Vejla.     Forbeare  fir,  for  this  place  is  priuiledg'd, 
And  onely  for  free  women. 

I.  Lord.     Yet  is  the  Kings   command  boue  your 
decree, 
And  I  mufl  play  th'intruder  gainfl  my  will. 
The  King  vpon  your  Hues  hath  charged  you. 
To  fee  that  infant  Lad  immediately 
Receiue  his  death,  he  flayes  for  his  warme  bloud 
To  offer  to  the  Gods.     To  thinke  him  flaine, 
Sad  partner  of  your  forrowes  I  remaine. 

Nurf.     Madam  you  heare  the  king  doth  threat  our 
lines 
Let's  kill  him  then. 

Sib.     Is  he  inexorable  ? 
Why  fhould  not  I  proue  as  feuere  a  mother 
As  ):e  a  crucll  fatlier  :  f.ncc  tlic  KinLi,- 


i8  The  golden  Age, 

Hath   doom'd   him,    1    tlic    Queene   will    doo't    my 

fclfc, 
Giuc  mc  the  fatall  ICnginc  of  his  wrath, 
Il'e  play  the  horrid  murdreffc  for  this  once, 
rie  kiffe  thee  ere  I  kill  thee :  for  my  life, 
The  l^ad  fo  Imiles,  I  cannot  hold  the  knife. 

Vijla.     Then    giue    him    me,    1   am    his    Grand- 
mother, 
And  I  will  kill  him  gently  :  this  fad  office 
Belongs  to  me,  as  to  the  next  of  kin. 

Sib.     For  heauens  fake  when  you    kil    him,    hurt 
him  not. 

Vejla.     Come   little   knaue,    prepare    your   naked 
throat, 
I  haue  not  heart  to  giue  thee  many  wounds. 
My  kindnefle  is  to  take  thy  life  at  once.     (Now.) 
Alacke  my  pretty  Grand-child,  fmil'fl  thou  flill  ? 
I  haue  lufl  to  kiffe,  but  haue  no  heart  to  kill. 

Nti?f.     You  may  be  careleffe  of  the  kings  com- 
mand, 
But  it  concernes  me,  and  I  loue  my  life 
INIore  then  I  do  a  fucklings,  giue  him  me, 
I'le  make  him  fure,  a  fharpe  weapon  lend, 
I'le  quickly  bring  the  yongRer  to  his  end. 
Alacke  my  pretty  knaue,  'twere  more  then  fm, 
With  a  fliarpe  knife  to  touch  thy  tender  skin. 
Oh  Madame,  hee's  fo  full  of  Angell  grace 
I  cannot  ftrike,  he  fmiles  fo  in  my  face. 

Sib.     I'le  wink  &  flrike,    come  once  more  reach 
him  hither  : 
For  dye  he  muft,  fo  Saturne  hath  decreed, 
'Las  for  a  world  I  would  not  fee  him  bleed. 

VeJla.     Ne  fhall  he  do,  but  fweare  me  fecrefie, 
The  babe  fliall  Hue,  and  we  be  dangerleffe. 

Sib.     O  blefle  me  with  fuch  happineffe. 

Vejla.     Attend  me. 
The  king  of  Epires  daughters,  two  bright  maids, 
Owe  me  for  many  fauours  the  like  loue, 
Thefe  I  dare  trull,  to  them  I'le  fend  this  babe 
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To  be  brought  vp,  but  not  as  Saturns  fonne. 
Do  but  prouide  fome  trufly  meffengcr, 
My  honour  for  his  fafcty. 

Sib.     But   by   what   meanes   fliall   we   delude   the 
king. 

Vejl.     A  yong  Kids   heart,    fwimming   in   reeking 
bloud 
Wee'l  fend  the  King,  and  with  fuch  forged  griefe, 
And  counterfet  forrow  fliadow  it. 
That  this  impoflure  neuer  fliall  be  found. 

Sib.     O  twice  my  mother  you  befLow  vpon  me, 
A  double  life  thus  to  preferue  my  boy. 

Nurfe.     Giue  me  the  child,  Tie  finde  a  meffenger. 
Shall  beare  him  fafe  to  Mcllifeiis  Court. 

Vejla.     The  bloud  and  heart  Fie  prefently  prouide, 
T'appeafe  the  rage  of  Satume. 

Sib.     Firft  lets  fweare. 
To  keepe  this  fecret  from  King  Saticimes  eare. 

VeJla.     We   will,    and    if    this    plot    paffe   vndif- 
couer'd 
By  like  deuife  we  will  faue  all  your  fonnes. 
About    our    taskes  ;    you    fome    choyce    friend    to 

finde, 
I  with  my  feigned  teares  the  King  to  blinde. 


A6lus  fecundl,  Scoena  prima. 


Enter  Homer. 

Homer.\'\TY{.'^X  cannot  womens  wits?    they  won- 

V  V  ^^^"s  can 

When  they  intend  to  blinde  the  eyes  of  man. 
Oh  lend  me  what  old  Homer  wants,  your  eyes, 
To  fee  th'euent  of  what  thefe  Queenes  deuife. 

The  doouibeJJiew,  found. 
c  2 


20  The  golden  Age. 

Enter  t he '^\ir{c  and  (Z\o\sx\q.^  JJice  fweares  him  to  fecrefie^ 
and  to  Ji'un  deliuets  the  child  and  a  tetter  to  the 
daughters  of  King  Mellifeus  :  they  part.  E7iter 
at  one  doore  Saturne  nieiancholy,  with  his  Lords  : 
at  the  other  Veda,  &^  the  Nurfe,  2aho  with  coim- 
terfeit  paffton  prcfent  the  King  a  bleeding  heart 
vpoji  a  knines  pointy  a7id  a  bowle  of  bloud.  TJie 
King  departs  one  7vay  in  great  forrow,  the  Ladies 
the  other  way  in  great  ioy. 

This  pall  fo  currant,  that  the  third  fonne  borne, 

Cal'd  Neptune,  was  by  like  deuife  preleru'd, 

And  fent  to  Athens,  where  he  Hu'd  vnknowne^ 

And  had  in  time  command  vpon  the  feas. 

Pluto  the  yongefl  was  fent  to  Tartary, 

Where  he  in  proceffe  a  flrange  City  built 

And  cald  it  Hell,  his  fubie(fls  for  their  rapine, 

Their  fpoils  and  theft,  are  Diuels  tearm'd  abrode. 

Thus  melancholy  Satu7yie  hath  furuiuing 

Three  Noble  fonnes  in  feuerall  confines  plac'd 

And  yet  himfelfe  thinks  fonne-leffe  :  one  faire  daughter 

Hight  Luno  is  his  fole  delight  on  earth. 

Thinke  kinde  fpedlators  feuenteene  fommers  pad. 

Till  thefe  be  growne  to  yeares,  and  Lupiter 

Found  in  a  caue  by  the  great  Epyre  King, 

(Where  by  his  daughters  he  before  was  hid.) 

Of  him  and  of  his  fortunes  we  proceed, 

My  iournie's  long,  and  I  my  eye-fight  want. 

Courteous  fpecSlators,  left  blind  Homer  flray, 

Lend  me  your  hands  to  guide  me  on  your  way. 

Enter  Lycaon  with  his  Lords,  lupiter  with  other 
Lords  ^  Epyre. 

Lycaon.     After  long  warre,  and  tedious  differences, 
Betwixt  King  Mellifeus  and  our  felfe, 
What  craue  the  Epyre  Lords "? 

Lupiter,     This  King  Lycaon, 

Sirce  tmce  nnd  hofln'^-e  hnth  tane  vp  \hr>Cn  hmiles, 
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And  ended  them  in  peacefull  amity, 

Since  all  the  damadge  by  the  Epyrians  done, 

Is  on  our  part  aboundantly  made  good  : 

We  come  Lycaon  to  demand  the  Hke 

Of  thee  and  of  thy  Kingdome,  and  for  proofe, 

That  all  our  malice  is  extincfl  and  dead, 

We  bring  thy  hoflage  backe,  demanding  ours. 

Lycaoji.     Receiue  him  Lords,  a  Banquet  inflantly, 
You  fliall  this  day  braue  Epyre  feafl  with  vs, 
And  to  your  boord  your  hoftage  fliall  be  brought, 
There  to  receiue  him  freely,  meane  time  fit, 
And  tafle  the  royall  welcomes  of  our  Court. 

lup.     LycaoiUs  iufl  in  keeping  thefe  conditions 
So  flri6lly  with  a  reconciled  foe. 

Lye.     But  i^faire  prince,   tell   me  whence   you   are 
deriu'd, 
I  neuer  heard  King  Mellifeus  had 
A  Prince  of  your  perfe6lions  ? 

hipiter.     This  demand 
Startles  my  bloud,  being  borne  I  know  not  where, 
Yet  that  I  am  of  gentry  at  the  leafl, 
My  Spirit  prompts  me,  and  my  noble  thoughts 
Giue  me  approued  warrant,  being  an  infant 
Two  beauteous  Ladyes  found  me  in  a  caue. 
Where  from  their  voluntary  charity, 
Bees  fed  me  with  their  hony,  for  that  caufe 
The  two  bright  Ladies  cal'd  me  Jupiter, 
And  to  their  Father  Mellifeus  brought  me, 
My  Fofler-father,  who  hath  train'd  my  youth, 
In  feats  of  Armes,  and  military  proweffe. 
And  as  an  inRance  of  his  deerefl  loue, 
Hath  honor'd  me  with  this  late  Embaffy. 

A  banquet  brought  in.,  with  the  limbes  of  a  Ma?i 
in  the  feruice. 

Lyca.     We    are   fatisfi'd :    Princes   fit   round   and 
feafl, 
You  are  this  day  Lycaons  welcom'fl  gued. 


n  o 
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Iiip.     This  meat  diflafls  me,  doth  Lycaon  feafl  vs 
Like  Caniballes  %  feed  vs  with  humane  flefli  1 
Whence  is  tliis  portent  ? 

Lycan.      I^'eede  Kpyiians,  eate, 
Lycaon  feaRs  you  with  no  common  meate. 

////.     But  wlier's   the   Epyre   Lord  we  left  as  hofl- 
age  1 

Lyca.     Behold    him    here,  hee's  at  the  table  with 
you, 
This  is  the  Epyres  head,  and  thefe  his  limbes, 
'J'hinkes  Mdlifeus  that  Lycaon  can 
(Difccnded  of  the  valiant  Tyta?ioys) 
Bury  his  hatred,  and  intoombe  his  fpleene 
Witiiout  reuenge  ?  bloud  in  thefe  warres  was  fhed, 
And  for  that  bloud  your  hoflage  lofl  his  head. 

Lap.     Beare  wrong  that  lift,  &  thofe  can  brooke  it 
beR, 
I  was  not  borne  to  fuffrance :  thoughts  mount  hye, 
A  King  hath  wrong'd  me,  and  a  King  fliall  dye. 

Lycaon.     Treafon,  treafon. 

Liip.     Downe   with    the    tyrant,  and   that  hateful! 
crue. 
And  m  their  murdrous  breafls  your  blades  imbrue. 

Lycaon.     Our  guard. 

A  confufedfray^  an  alarme.     lupiter  afzd  the  Epyriens 
beat  off  Lycaon  and  his  followers. 

Lup.     Lycaon! s  fled,  make  good  the  pallace  gates, 
And  to  th'amazed  Citie  beare  thefe  limbs, 
So  bafely  by  the  tyrant  maffacred. 
Happly  his  fubiec\s  by  our  words  prepar'd 
May  fhake  their  bondage  off,  and  make  this  warre, 
The  happy  meanes  to  rid  a  tyrant  thence. 
Beare  in  your  left  hands  thefe  dif -membred  limbes. 
And  in    your  right    your    fvvords,  with    which  make 

way, 
Courage  braue  Epyres,  and  a  glorious  day.       Exeunt. 
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Alar7n,  Lycaon  makes  head  againe^  and  is  beat  off 
by  lupiter  a?id  the  Epiria^is^  lupiter  ceazeth  the 
roome  of  Lycaon. 

lup.     Lycaon' s  once  more  fled,  we  by  the  helpe 
Of  thefe  his  people,  haue  confin'd  him  hence, 
To  whom  belongs  this  Crowne  1 

1.  Lord,     To  Lupiter. 

2.  Lor.     None  il'iall  protecfl  our  Hues,  but  Lupiter. 
AIL     A  Lupiter^  A  Lupiter. 

Lup.     Nay  we  are  farre  from  fuch  ambition,  Lords, 
Nor  will  we  entertaine  fuch  royalty. 

I.  Lor.     Faire  Prince,  whom  heauen  hath  fent  by 
miracle, 
To  faue  vs  from  the  bloudyefl  tyrannies, 
That  ere  were  pracflis'd  by  a  mortall  prince, 
We  tender  thee  our  fortunes  :  oh  vouchfafe 
To  be  our  Lord,  our  Gouernour,  and  King, 
Since  all  thy  people  ioyntly  haue  agreed, 
None  of  that  tyrants  iffue  fliall  fucced. 

AIL     A  Lupiter.,  A  Lupiter. 

Lup.     We  not  refufe  the  bounty  of  the  Heauens 
Exprefl.  in  thefe  your  voyces  ;  we  accept 
Your  patronage,  and  'gainfl  Lycaons  tyrannyes 
Henceforth  protedl  you  :  but  our  conquefl  yet 
Is  all  vncertaine,  fecond  vs  deere  fubiects, 
To  affure  our  conquefls  :  firft  we  mufl  prouide 
Our  fafty,  ere  attempt  the  helme  to  guide.         Exeunt, 

Alarme.     Enter  Califto. 

CaL     What    meane  thefe    horrid  and  thefe  fhrill 
alarmes 
That  fright  the  peacefull  Court  with  hoflle  crycs  ? 
Feare  and  amazement  hurry  through  each  chamber  ; 
Th'affrighted  Ladies  light  the  darkefl  roomes 
With  their  bright  beauties  :   whence   (6   whence  ye 
Gods) 
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Are  all  yon  grones,  cryes,  and  inhumane  fownds 
Of  bloud  and  deatli  :  Licaon,  where  is  he? 
Why  in  this  dire  and  fad  afloniflimcnt 
Appeares  not  he  to  comfort  my  fad  fcares, 
And  cheere  me  in  this  dull  diflemprature  ] 


E?iter  in  a  Jmrric  with  weapons  drawne^  lupiter  arid  his 

fouldicrs. 

lup.     The  Iron  bar*d  dores,  &  the  fufpe(fled  vaults. 
The  Barricadoed  gates,  and  euery  roome, 
That  boafLed  of  his  flrength,  is  forc'd  to  obey 
To  our  free  entrance  :  nothing  can  withfland 
Our  oppofite  fury.     Come,  let's  ranfacke  further, 
But  flay,  what  flrange  deiedled  beauty's  this 
That  on  the  fodaine  hath  furpris'd  my  heart, 
And  made  me  ficke  with  paflion  % 

Califlo.     Hence  away. 
When  we  command,  who  dares  prefume  to  flay  % 

lup.     Bright  Lady. 

Cat.     You  afright  me  with  your  fleele. 

lup.     Thefe   weapons   Lady  come   to  grace  your 
beautie 
And  thefe  my  armes  fhall  be  your  fan6luary 
From  all  offenfiue  danger  :  cheere  your  forrow, 
Let  your  bright  beauty  fhoote  out  of  this  cloud, 
To  fearch  my  heart,  as  it  hath  daz'd  my  eyes. 
Are  you  a  Queene  enthron'd  aboae  the  Elements, 
Made  of  diuine  compofure,  or  of  earth, 
Which  I  can  fcarce  beleeue  % 

Calift.      I  am  my  felfe. 
Vnciuill  flranger,  you  are  much  to  rude, 
Into  my  priuate  chamber  to  intrude  : 
Go  call  the  King  my  father. 

lup.     Are  you  then 
Lycaons  daughter  "?  (wonder  without  end. 
That  from  a  Fiend  an  Angell  fhould  defcend.) 
Oh  Loue^  till  now  I  neuer  felt  thy  dart : 
But  now  her  painted  eye  hath  pierc'd  my  heart. 


The  golden  Age.  25 

Faire,  can  you  loue  ? 

Calijlo.     To  be  alone  I  can. 

lup.     Women,   faire  Queene,  are  nothing  without 
men  : 
You  are  but  cyphers,  empty  roomes  to  fill, 
And  till  mens  figures  come,  vncounted  flill. 
Shall  I  fweet  Lady,  adde  vnto  your  grace, 
And  but  for  number-fake  fupply  that  place. 

Cat.     You'r  one  too  many,  and  of  all  the  refl, 
That  beare  mens  figure,  we  can  fpare  you  befl. 
What  are  you  fir  ? 

lup.     We  are  Pelafge's  King, 
And  thefe  our  fubiecSls. 

Calijlo.     Thefe  did  of  late  belong 
To  King  Lycaon  (Oh  iniurious  wrong) 

lup.     Oh  fute  your  pitty  with  your  Angell-beauty, 
And  Hue  Pelafge's  Queene. 

Calijlo.     Giue  me  a  funerall  garland  to  lament, 
That  befl.  becomes  my  wretched  difcontent. 

lup.     The  fun-fhine  of  my  fmiles  and  iocond  loue, 
Shall  from  your  browes  bright  azure  Elements, 
Difperfe  all  clouds  :  behold  my  crowne  is  yours, 
My  fword,  my  conquefl,  I  am  of  my  felfe. 
Nothing  without  your  foft  compaffionate  loue  : 
For  proofe,  aske  what  the  heauen,  earth,  aire,  or  fea 
Can  yeeld  to  men  by  power  or  orifon, 
And  it  is  yours. 

Cal.     Sir,  I  fhall  proue  your  love. 

lup.     Pray  vfe  me  Lady. 

Cal.     You'l  grant  it  me  my  Lord. 

lup.     By  all  my  honours,  and  by  all  the  fweets. 
I  hope  for  in  your  loues  fruition. 
Your  wil's  your  owne. 

CaL     You'l  not  reuoke  your  word  ? 

lup.     Bee't  to  inuefl  whom  I  did  late  degrade, 
I'le  doo't  for  you,  bright  and  diuinefl  maid. 

Cal.     This  onely  freedome  to  your  captiue  giue 
That  I  a  Nunne  and  profefl  maid  may  liue. 
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lup.     More  crucll  then  the  tyrant  that  begat  thee, 
Hadfl  thou  ask't  loiic,  gold,  feriiicc,  Empiry, 
This  fword  had  purchall  for  CaliJlo^W.  ■ 

Oh  mofl  vnkindc,  in  all  this  vniucrfe,  1 

Tiler's  but  one  ievvell  that  I  value  hye, 
And  that  (vnkinde)  you  will  not  let  me  buy : 
To  liuc  a  maid,  what  ill?  'tis  to  liue  nothing  : 
'Tis  like  a  couetous  man  to  hoord  vp  treafure, 
Bar'd  from  your  owne  vfe,  and  from  others  ]>leafure. 
Oh  thinke  faire  creature,  that  you  had  a  mother, 
One  that  bore  you,  that  you  might  beare  another : 
Be  you  as  flie  was,  of  an  Infant  glad. 
Since  you  from  her,  haue  all  things  that  flie  had. 
Should  all  affe6l  the  flricfl  life  you  defire, 
The  world  it  felfe  fliould  end  when  we  expire. 
Poflerity  is  all,  heauens  number  fill, 
Which  by  your  helpe  may  be  increafed  flill, 
What  is  it  when  you  Joofe  your  mayden-head, 
But  make  your  beauty  liue  when  you  be  dead 
In  your  faire  iffue  ? 

Cal.     Tufh,  'tis  all  in  vaine, 
Dian  I  am  now  a  feruant  of  thy  traine. 

lup.     Her  order  is  meere  herefie,  her  fedl 
A  fchifme,  'mongft  maids  not  worthy  your  refpe6\. 
Men  were  got  to  get ;  you  borne  others  to  beare. 
Wrong   not   the   world   fo   much :    (nay   fweet   your 

eare) 
This  flower  will  wither,  not  being  cropt  in  time, 
Age  is  too  late,  then  do  not  loofe  your  prime, 
Sport  whil'fl  you  may,  before  your  youth  be  pafl. 
Loofe  not  this  mowld  that  may  fuch  faire  ones  cafl, 
Leaue  to  the  world  your  like  for  face  and  flature, 
That  the  next  age  may  praife  your  gifts  of  nature. 
Calijlo  if  you  flill  grow  thus  precife. 
In  your  flridl  vow,  fucceeding  beautie  dies. 

CaL     I  claime  your  oath,  all  loue  with  men  adue, 
Dianae's  Cloyfter  I  will  next  purfue.         Exit  Califlo. 

lup.     And  there  all  beauty  fliall  be  kept  in  iaile, 
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Which  with  my  fword  :  Ey  with  my  Ufe  I'd  baile  : 
What's  that  Diana  % 

2.  Lor^     She  is  the  daughter  of  an  ancient  King, 
That  fwaid  the  x\tticke  fcepter,  who  being  tempted 
By  many  fuiters,  firll  began  this  vow  : 
And  leaning  Court  betooke  her  to  the  forrefls. 
Her  beauteous  traine  are  virgins  of  beft  ranke, 
Daughters  of  Kings,  and  Princes,  all  deuoted 
To  abandon  men,  and  chufe  virginity. 
All  thefe  being  firfl  to  her  flri6t  orders  fworne. 
Acknowledge  her  their  Queene  and  Empreffe. 

////.     By  all  my  hopes  Calijlds  loue  to  gaine, 
I'd  wifh  my  felfe  one  of  Dianae's  traine. 

I.  Lord.     Concerning  your  flate  bufmefle. 

lupiter.     Well  remembred. 
Pods  of  thefe  newes  fliall  be  to  Epyre  fent. 
Of  vs,  and  of  our  new  eflablifliment. 
Next  lor  Calijlo.,  (but  of  that  no  more.) 
We  mufl  take  firme  poffeflion  of  this  fLate, 
Our  fword  hath  wonne,  Licaon  lofl  fo  late.        Exeunt. 

Enter  with  nmficke  {before  Diana)  fixe  Satires^ 
after  them  all  their  JVimphs,  garlands  on  their 
heads,  and  iaiielings  i?i  their  hands,  their  Bowes 
and  Qjidiiers  :  the  Satyrs  fmg. 

Haile  beauteous  Dian,  Quee?ie  of  Jliades, 
That  d^vels  befieath  tJiefe  fJiadoivie  glades ^ 
Miflreffe  of  all  thofe  beauteous  maids ^ 

That  are  by  her  allowed. 
Virginitie  we  all profeffe, 
Abiure  the  woi'ldlie  vaine  exceffe, 
And  will  to  Dyan  yeeld  no  leffe 

Then  we  to  her  haue  vowed. 

The  Shepheards,  Satirs,  Niniphs,  and  FawneSy 

Tor  thee  will  trippe  it  ore  the  lawnes. 

Come  to  the  Forrefl  let  vs  goe. 
And  trip  it  like  the  barren  Doe^ 
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T/ie  Fcnvncs  and  Satirs  Jlill  do  fo, 

And f recite  tJius  they  inay  do. 
The  Fairies  daimce^  a?id  Satirs  fini^, 
And  on  the  graffc  tread  vianie  a  rifig^ 
And  to  their  canes  their  vc7i^fon  brings 

A? id  we  will  do  as  they  do. 
The  Shepheards,  o^c. 

Our  food  is  honiefrom  the  Bees, 

And  mcllo7v  fruits  that  drop  from  trees ^ 

In  chace  ive  clime  the  high  deforces 

Of  eiierie  flcepie  moitntaine^ 
And  when  the  wearie  day  is  pafl, 
We  at  the  euening  hie  vs  fafl, 
A7id  after  this  our  field  repafl^ 

We  drinke  the  pleafatit  fount aine. 
The  Shepheards^  os^c. 

Diana.     Thefe  fports,  our  Fawnes,  our  Satyrs  and 
our  felues, 
Make  (faire  Califio)  for  your  entertaine  : 
Fan  the  great  God  of  Shepheards,  and  the  Nymphes 
Of  Meades  and  Fountaines,  that  inhabite  here, 
All  giue  you  welcome,  with  their  Rurall  fports, 
Glad  to  behold  a  Princeffe  of  your  birth 
A  happy  Citizen  of  thefe  Meades  and  Groues. 
Thefe  Satyrs  are  our  neighbours,  and  Hue  here, 
With  whom  we  haue  confirm'd  a  friendly  league 
And  dwell  in  peace.     Here  is  no  City-craft. 
Here's  no  Court-flattery  ;  fimpleneffe  and  footh 
The  harmleffe  Chace,  and  flri6t  Virginity 
Is  all  our  pra61ife.     You  have  read  our  orders, 
And  you  haue  fworne  to  keepe  them,  faire  Califio. 
Speake,  how  efleeme  you  them  ? 

Califio.     With  reuerence. 
Great  Queene,  I  am  fequeflred  from  the  world, 
Euen  in  my  foule  hate  mans  fociety, 
And  all  their  lufls,  fuggeftions,  all  Court-pleafures, 
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And  City-curiofities  are  vaine, 
And  with  my  finer  temper  ill  agree, 
That  now  haue  vow'd  facred  verginity. 

Dian.     We  will  not   of  your   forrowcs   make   re- 
citall 
So  lately  fuffred  by  the  hand  of  chance. 
We  are  from  the  world,  and  the  blind  Goddeffe  For- 

tiine 
We  dare  to  do  her  worfl,  as  liuing  here 
Out  of  her  reach  :  Vs,  fhe  of  force  mufl  fpare, 
They  can  loofe  nothing,  that  for  nothing  care. 

Cal.     Madam,  deuotion  drew  me  to  your  feruice, 
And  I  am  now  your  hand-maid. 

Dian.     Wher's  Atlatita  ? 

Atlajita.     Madame. 

Dian.     Is  there  no  princeffe  in  our  traine, 
As  yet  vnmatch'd  to  be  her  Cabin-fellow, 
And  fleepe  by  her  ? 

Atlanta.     Madam,  we  all  are  cuppled 
And  twin'd  in  loue,  and  hardly  is  there  any 
That  will  be  wonne  to  change  her  bed-fellow. 

Diafi.     You  mufl  be  fmgle  till  the  next  arriue, 
She  that  is  next  admitted  of  our  traine, 
Mufl  be  her  bed-companion,  fo  tis  lotted. 
Come   Fawns,    and   Nymphs,   and    Satyres,    girt    vs 

rownd 
Whilfl  we  afcend  our  flate,  and  here  proclaime 
A  generall  hunting  in  Dianaes  name. 

Efiter  lupiter  like  a  Nimph,  or  a  Virago. 

Jupiter.  There  I  flrid  too  wide.  That  flep  was  too 
large  for  one  that  profeffeth  the  flraight  order  :  what 
a  pittifuU  coyle  fhall  I  haue  to  counterfeit  this  woman, 
to  lifpe  [forfooth)  to  fimper  and  fet  my  face  like  a 
fweet  Gentlewomans  made  out  of  ginger-bread  1  fhall 
I  venter  or  no  ?  My  face  I  feare  not :  for  my  beard 
being  in  the  nonage  durfl  neuer  yet  looke  a  Barber  in 
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the  face.  And  for  my  complexion,  1  haue  knowne  as 
browne  Laffes  as  my  felfe  haue  gone  for  currant.  And 
for  my  flature,  I  am  not  yet  of  that  Giant  fize,  but  T 
may  paffc  for  a  bona  Roba^  a  Rounccital^  a  Virago,  or  a 
good  manly  Laffe.  If  they  fliould  put  me  to  fpinne, 
or  to  fow,  or  any  fuch  Gcntlewomanhke  exercife,  how 
fhould  I  excufe  my  bringing  vp?  Tufli,  the  hazzard 
is  nothing,  compared  with  the  value  of  the  gaine. 
Could  I  manadge  this  bufmeffe  with  Art,  I  fliould 
come  to  a  hundred  pretty  fights  in  a  yeare,  as  in  the 
Sommer  when  we  come  to  flea  our  fmocks,  &c.  I 
hope  Diana  doth  not  vfe  to  fearch  her  maides  before 
flie  entertaines  them.  But  howfoeuer 
Be  my  loffe  certaine,  and  my  profit  none, 
Tis  for  Calijlds  loue,  and  I  will  on. 

Diaiia.     Wee'l  chafe   the   Stagge,    and    with    our 
Bugles  fhrill, 
The  neighbouring  Forrefls  withlowd  eccho's  fill. 

lup.     Is  this  a  heauen  terreflriall  that  containes 
So  many  earthly  Angells  ?  (O  amazement) 
Diana  with  thefe  beauties  circled  round, 
Pal'd  in  with  thefe  bright  faces,  beares  more  flate, 
Then  Gods  haue  lent  them  by  the  power  of  fate. 
I  am  defcrid. 

Dia?ia.    Soft,  what  intruder's  that  1 
Command  her  hither. 

ItiJ>.     Haile  diuinefl  Queene, 
I  come  to  do  thee  feruice. 

Diana.     A  manly  Laffe,  a  flout  Virago, 
Were  all  our  traine  proportion'd  to  thy  fize, 
We  need  not  feare  mens  fubtill  trecheries. 
Thy  birth  and  fortunes  % 

Lip.     Madam,  I  deriue 
My  birth  from  noble  and  high  parentage  : 
Report  of  )'Our  rare  beauty  with  my  loue 
And  zeale  I  flill  beare  to  a  virgins  life, 
Haue  drawne  me  to  your  feruice. 

Diana.     Welcome  Lady. 
Her  largeneffe  pleafeth  mee,  if  fhee  haue  courage 
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Proportion'd  with  her  Hmbs,  fhee  fhall  be  Champion 
To  all  our  wronged  Ladies.     You  Atlanta, 
Prefent  her  oath. 

Her  oath  is  given  on  Dianaes  bow. 

Atla?i.     Madam  you  mud  be  true 
To  bright  Diana^x.x\(\  her  Virgin  crew. 

lup.     To  bright  Diana  and  her  traine  I'l  fland. 

Diaiia.     What  can  you  do  ?  {afide. 

Iiip.     More  then  the  bell  here  can. 

Atlan,     You  fliall  vow  challity  : 

lap.     That's  more  then  I  can  promife  {well  pro- 
ceed) 

Atlan.     You  neuer  fliall  with  hated  men  attone, 
But  ly  with  woman  or  elfe  lodge  alone. 

hip.     Make  my  oath  flrong,  my  proteflation  deep, 
For  this  I  vowe  by  all  the  Gods  to  keepe. 

Atlan.     With    Ladies   you   fliall   onely   fport    and 
play, 
And  in  their  fellowlhip  fpend  night  and  day. 

lup.     I  fhall. 

Atlan.     Confort  with  them  at  boord  and  bed, 
And  fweare  no  man  fliall  haue  your  maiden-head. 

lup.     By  all  the  powers  both  earthly  and  diuine, 
If  ere  I  loof't,  a  woman  fhall  haue  mine. 

Diana.     Now  you're  ours,  you'r  welcome,  kiffe  our 
hand, 
You  promife  well,  wee  like  you,  and  will  grace  you, 
And  if  with  our  election  your's  agree. 
Califlo  here  your  bed-fellow  fliall  be. 

lup.     You  Gods  you  will  eternize  me  your  choice  : 
Madam  I  feale,  both  with  my  foule  and  voyce. 

Dia7i.     Then  hand  each   other  and  acquaint  your 
felues. 
And  now  let  vs  proceed  in  the  purfuite. 
Of  our  determin'd  paflimes,  dedicate 
To  the  entertainement  of  thefe  beuteous  maides. 
Satyres  and  fawnes  ring  out  your  pleaflng  quire. 
This  done,  our  Bugles  fhall  to  heauen  afpire.    Exeunt. 


32  The  golden  Age. 


Homes  7vi?ided^  a  great  noifc  of  hufiflng,  Enter 
Diana,  all  her  Niviphcs  in  the  chafe^  lupitcr 
pullifig  Califlo  back. 

Diana.     Follow,  purfue,  the  Stag  hath  tooke  the 
Moi\ntaine, 
Come  let  vs  climbe  the  fleepe  clifts  after  him, 
Let  through  the  aire  your  nimble  iauelinges  fing. 
And  our  free  fpoyles  home  with  the  euening  bring. 

All.     Follow,  follow,  follow. 

Winde  homes,  enter  the  Satyrs  as  in  the  chafe. 

Sat.     The  nimble  Ladies  haue  out-ftript  vs  quite, 
Vnleffe  we  fpeede  we  fhall  not  fee  him  fall. 
Wee  are  too  flow  in  purfuite  of  our  game  ; 
Let's  after  tho  ;  fmce  they  out-flrip  our  eyes, 
Runne  by  their  noates,  that  from  their  Bugles  rife. 

Winde  homes.    Enter  lupiter,  and  Califlo. 

Cal.     Haft  gentle  Lady,  we  fhall  loofe  our  traine, 
And  miffe  Diana's  paftime  in  the  chafe. 
Hie  then  to  ftaine  our  lauelings  guilded  points 
In  bloud  of  yon  fwift  Stag,  fo  hot  purfu'de. 
Will  you  keepe  pace  with  mee  ? 

lup.     I  am  tir'd  already. 
Nor  haue  I  yet  bene  to  thefe  padimes  breath'd, 
Sweet  fhall  wee  here  repofe  our  felues  a  little  ? 

Cal.     And  loofe  the  honour  to  be  firfl  at  fall  1 

lup.     Feare  not,  you   fhall  come  time  enough   to 
fall. 
Either  you  muft  be  fo  vnkind  to  mee, 
As  leaue  me  to  thefe  deferts  folitary, 
Or  flay  till  I  haue  refl,  for  I  am  breathles 
And  cannot  hold  it  out,  behold  a  place 
Remote,  an  Arbor  feated  naturally, 
Trim'd  bv  the  hand  of  r.itnre  for  a  bower, 
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Skreen'd    by    the    fhadowy    leaues    from    the   Suns 

eye. 
Sweet  will  you  fit,  or  on  the  verdure  lye  ? 

Cal.     Rather    then    leaue    you,  I   will   loofe   the 
fport. 

lap.     rie  finde   you   paflirae,    feare   not,  Oh   my 
Angell, 
Whether  wilt  thou  tranfport  me,  grant  me  meafure. 
Of  ioy  before,  I  furfet  on  this  pleafure. 

Cal.     Come  fhal's  lye  downe  a  little  % 

lup.     Sooth  I  will. 
I  third  in  feas  and  cannot  quaffe  my  fill, 
Behold  before  mee  a  rich  Table  fpread, 
And  yet  poore  I  am  forc'd  to  flarue  for  bread : 
We  be  alone,  the  Ladyes  farre  in  chace, 
And  may  I  dye  an  Eunuch  by  my  vowe, 
If  bright  Calijlo  you  efcape  me  now. 
Sweet  bed-fellow  your  hand,  what  haue  I  felt, 
Vnleffe  blancht  fnow,  of  fubflance  not  to  melt  ? 

Cal.     You  gripe  too  hard. 

lup.     Good  footh  I  fliall  not  reft 
Vntill  my  head  be  pillowed  on  thy  bread. 

Cal.     Leane  on  me  then. 

////.     So  fliall  I  wrong  mine  eyes, 
To  leaue  your  face  to  looke  vpon  the  skyes. 
Oh  how  I  loue  thee,  come  let's  kiffe  and  play. 

CaL     How? 

lup.     So  a  woman  with  a  woman  may. 

Cal.     I  do  not  like  this  kiffing. 

lup.     Sweet  fit  flill, 
Lend  me  thy  lippes,  that  I  may  tafle  my  fill. 

Cal.     You  kiffe  too  wantonly. 

lup.     Thy  bofom  lend, 
And  by  thy  foft  paps  let  my  hand  defcend. 

Cal.     Nay  fye  what  meane  you  ? 

lup.     Pre'thee  let  me  toy, 
I  would  the  Gods  would  fliape  thee  to  a  boy, 
Or  me  into  a  man. 
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Cell.     A  man,  how  llien  ? 

lup.     Nay    fvvect   lye   ilill,    for  wc   arc   farre  from 
men, 
Lye  (lowne  againe.     Your  foot  I  oft  haiic  prais'd, 
Ey  and  your  legge  :  (nay  let  your  skirt  be  rais'd) 
I  le  meafure  for  the  wager  of  a  fall, 
Who  hath  the  grcateR  great,  or  fmallefl  fmall. 

Cal.  ■   You  are  too  wanton,  and  your  hand  to  free. 

////.     You  need  not  blufh  to  let  a  woman  fee. 

Cal.     My  bareneffe  I  haue  hid  from  fight  of  skyes, 
Therefore  may  barre  it  any  Ladyes  eyes. 

hip.     Me  thinks  you  fliould  be  fat,  pray  let  me 
feele. 

Cal.     Oh  God  you  tickle  me. 

Iiip.     Lend  me  your  hand. 
And  freely  tafle  me,  note  how  I  will  fland, 
I  am  not  ticklifli. 

Cal.     Lord  how  well  you  wooe. 

lup.     We  maids  may  wifh  much,  but  can  nothrng 
do. 

Cal.     I  am  weary  of  this  toying. 

lup.     Oh  but  I 
In  this  Elifium  could  both  Hue  and  dye. 
I  can  forbeare  no  longer,  though  my  rape 
Be  punifht  with  my  head,  fhe  fhall  not  fcape. 
Say  fweet  I  were  a  man. 

Cal.     Thus  would  1  rife. 
And  fill  the  Dales  and  mountaines  with  my  cryes. 
A  man  !  (Oh  heauen)  to  gaine  Elifnnns  bliffe, 
I'de  not  be  fayd  that  I  a  man  fliould  kiffe. 
Come,  lets  go  wound  the  Stagge. 

lup.     Stay  ere  you  goe, 
Here  (lands  one  ready  that  mufl  flrike  a  doe. 
And  thou  art  fhee,  I  am  Pelagias  King, 
That  thus  haue  fingled  thee,  mine  thou  flialt  be. 

Cal.     Gods,    Angels,    men,    help    all   a   maid    to 
free. 

lup.     Maugre  them  all  th'art  mine. 
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Caj.     To  do  me  right, 
Helpe  fingers,  feet,  nailes,  teeth,  and  all  to  fight. 

lup.    Not  they,  nor  all  Dianais  Angell-traine, 
Were  they  in  fight,  this  prize  away  Oiould  gaine.  Exit. 
He  carries  her  away  in  his  arines. 


Kdi.   3.     Scoene   i. 


Enter  Hofuer. 

Horn.     Yong  Jupiter  doth    force    this   beauteous 
maid. 
And  after  would  haue  made  her  his  bright  Queene. 
But  difcontent  fhe  in  the  Forrefl  flaid. 
Loath  of  Diana^s  virgins  to  be  feene. 
Oft  did  he  write,  oft  fend,  but  all  in  vaine. 
She  neuer  will  returne  to  Court  againe. 
Eight  moones  are  fild  &  wain'd  when  fhe  grows  great 
And  yong  loues  iffue  in  her  wombe  doth  fpring. 
This  day  Diana  doth  her  Nimphs  intreat, 
Vnto  a  folemne  bathmg,  where  they  bring 
Deflowr'd  CaliJIo,  note  how  fhe  would  hide 
That  which  t.me  found,  and  great  Diana  fpide. 

A  dumbe  Jhow.  Enter  Diana  and  all  her  Nimphs  to 
bathe  them  :  Jliee  makes  them  furuey  the  place.  They 
vnlace  the77ifebies,  a7id  vnlofe  their  buskins :  07ily 
Califlo  refufeth  to  7nake  her  ready.  Diana  fe7ids 
Atlanta  to  her,  who  perforce  vnlaci7i^  her,  finds  her 
great  belly,  a7idJJiewes  it  to  Diana,  who  turnes  her 
out  of  her  fociety,  and  leaues  her.  CalifLo  likewife 
i7i  great  forrow  forfakes  the  place. 

Her  crime  thus  found,  fhee's  banifht  from  their  crew, 
And  in  a  caue  Ihe  childs  a  valiant  fonne, 
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Cal'd  Archas^  who  cloth  noble  deeds  purfue, 
And  by  loiics  gift  Pclagia's  feate  hath  vvonne, 
Which  after  by  his  worth,  and  glorious  fame, 
He  hath  tranf-Ril'd  Archadia  by  his  name. 
But  we  returne  to  Tytan,  who  by  fi)yes 
Hath  learn'd,  that  Satunie  hath  kept  fonnes  aliue. 
He  now  affembles  all  his  Rrange  allyes, 
And  for  the  crowne  of  Greet  intends  to  flriue. 
Of  their  fucceffe,  and  fortunes  we  proceed, 
Where  Tyians  fonnes  by  youthfull  loice  mufl  bleed. 

Efiter  Tytaii^  Lycaon,  Enceladiis,  ^geon  in  ArmeSy 
druMj  colours^  and  attendants. 

Tytan.     Now  are  we  flrong,  our  giant  Iffue  growne, 
Our  fonnes  in  feuerall  kingdomes  we  haue  planted, 
From  whence  they  haue  deriu'd  vs  braue  fupplyes, 
From  Sicily,  and  from  th'  jEgean  fea, 
That  of  our  fonne  yEgeon  beares  the  name. 
We  haue  affembled  infinites  of  men, 
To  auenge  vs  on  proud  Saturnes  periury. 

Lycaon.     What  I  haue  faid  to    Tyfa?i,    I'le   make 
good, 
Tis  rumour'd  Mellifms  Fofler-child 
He  that  expulfl  me  from  Pelagians  Crowne, 
And  in  my  high  tribunall  fits  enthron'd, 
Is  Saturnes  fonne,  and  filled  lupiter, 
(Befides  my  daughter  by  his  lufl  deflowred) 
On  vs  the  poore  difireffed  Tytanoyes 
He  hath  committed  many  out-rages. 

yEge.     All  which  wee'l  puniHi  on  K.  Saturnes  head, 
I  that  haue  made  i\\'^gea?i  confines  fliake, 
And  with  my  powerfull  voyce  affrighted  Heauen. 
From  whofe  enraged  eyes  the  darkned  skyes 
Haue  borrowed  lufLre,  and  Promethian  fire, 
Will  fright  from  Greet  the  proud  Saturniafi  troope. 
And  thoufand  hack't  and  mangled  fouldiers  bring 
To  intombe  the  glories  of  the  Gretan  King. 

Enccl.     That  muft  be  left  to  great  EnceladuSy 
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The  pride  and  glory  of  the  Tytans  hoafl. 

I  that  haiie  curl'd  the  billowes  with  a  frowne, 

And  with  a  fmile  haue  made  the  Ocean  calme, 

Spurn'd  downe  huge  mountains  with  my  armed  foot, 

And  with  my  flioulders  lift  the  vallies  high, 

Wil  in  the  wrinkles  of  my  flormy  brow, 

Bury  the  glories  of  the  Cretan  King, 

And  on  his  flaughtered  bulke  braine  all  his  fonnes. 

^geoii.     And  what  fliall  I  do  then  % 

Encel.     Do  thou  fland  flill, 
Whil'ft  I  the  foes  of  Tytan  pa(h  and  kill. 
Am  1  not  eldefl  from  great  Tytans  loynes, 
The  Saturnifls  hereditarie  fcurdge  ?  . 
Leaue  all  thefe  deeds  of  horror  to  my  hand, 
I  like  a  Trophy  ore  their  fpoyles  will  fland. 

Lica.     Why  breath  we  then  ? 

Encel.     Come  arme  your  fmowy  limbes. 
With  rage  and  fury  fright  pale  pitty  hence, 
And  drowne  him  in  the  fweate  your  bodies  flill. 
With  hoftile  induflry,  tofle  flaming  brands 
About  your  fleecy  lockes,  to  threat  their  Cities 
With  death  and  defolation,  let  your  fl.eele 
Glifl-ring  againfl  the  funne,  daze  their  bright  eyes, 
That  with  the  dread  of  our  afl,onifhment 
They  may  be  funke  in  Lethe,  and  their  graue 
May  be  the  darke  vawlt,  cal'd  obliuions  Caue. 

Titan.     Are  our  Embaffadors  to  Saturne  gone, 
To  let  him  know  whence  this  our  warre  proceedes  ? 

Lica.     Your  meffage  hath  by  this  flartled  th'vfur- 
per. 

Encel.     Set  on  them,  wafle  their  confines   as  we 
march, 
And  let  them  tafl.  the  rage  of  fword  and  fire, 
Th' Alarm's  giuen,  and  hath  by  this  arriu'd 
Euen  at  the  wals  of  Crect^  the  cittadell 
Where  the  Cathedral'd  Satiirfie  is  enthron'd. 

Tytan.     Warlicke  JEgeon  and  Eiiceladus, 
Noble  Lycaon  lend  vs  your  affiflance 
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To  forradge  as  we  march,  plant  clefolation 
'I'hrough  all  this  fertile  foile,  be  this  your  cry  ; 
Reuendgc  on  Satunic  for  his  pcriury.  Exit. 

Enter  Saturn e  with  haire  and  beard  ouergroivney 
Sibilla,  luno,  his  Lords,  drwn,  colours  a7id  j'oul- 
diers. 

Sat.     None  fpeake,  let  no  harfh  voyce  prefume  to 
iarr 
In  our  diflreffed  eare,  I  am  all  fadnefle, 
All  horrour  and  afrightment,  fmce  the  flaughter 
And  tragick  murder  of  my  firfl  borne  Ops, 
Continued  in  the  vnnaturall  maffacre 
Of  three  yong  Princes  :  not  a  day  hath  pafl  me 
Without  diflafl,  no  night  but  double  darkned 
With  terrour  and  confufed  melancholy  : 
No  houre  but  hath  had  care  and  difcontent 
Proportion'd  to  his  minutes  :  not  an  inftant 
Without  remorfe  and  anguifh.     Oh  you  crownes, 
Why  are  you  made^  and  mettald  out  of  cares  % 
I  am  ouergrowne  with  forrow,  circumuolu'd 
With  multiplicity  of  diflempratures, 
And  Saturne  is  a  King  of  nothing  elfe, 
But  woes,  vexations,  forrowes,  and  laments. 
To  adde  to  thefe  the  threatnings  of  red  war, 
As  if  the  murther  of  my  Princely  babes 
Were  not  enough  to  plague  an  vfurpation. 
But  they  mufl  adde  the  rage  of  fword  and  fire, 
To  affright  my  people  :  thefe  are  miferies. 
Able  to  be  comprifed  in  no  dimenfion. 

luno.     My  father  fliall  not  macerate  himfelfe, 
He  dare  to  interrupt  his  paffions, 
Although  I  buy  it  deerely  with  his  hate. 
My  Lord  you  are  a  King  of  a  great  people, 
Your  power  fufficient  to  repulfe  a  foe 
Greater  then  Tytan.     Though  my  brothers  birthes 
Be  crown'd  in  bloud,  yet  am  I  ftill  referu'd 
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To  be  the  hopefull  comfort  of  your  age. 

Sat.     My  dearcfl  Iimo,  beautifull  remainder 
Of  Saturncs  royall  iffue,  but  for  thee 
I  had  ere  this  with  thcfe  my  fingers  torne 
A  graue  out  of  the  rockes,  to  haue  entombM 
The  wretched  carkaffe  of  a  caitife  King  : 
And  I  will  hue,  be't  but  to  make  thee  Queene 
Of  all  the  triumphes  and  the  fpoyles  I  winne, 
Speake,  what's  the  proie6t  of  their  inuafion  % 

1.  Lord.     That  the  King  of  Greet, 
Hath  not  (according  to  his  vowes  and  oathes) 
Slaine  his  male  iffue. 

Sat.     Haue  I  not  their  blonds 
Already  quaft  to  angry  Nefnefis  ? 
Haue  not  thefe  ruthleile  and  remorflleffe  eyes, 
(Vn-father-like)  beheld  their  panting  hearts 
Swimming  in  bowles  of  bloud  1     Am  I  not  fonne- 

leffe  1 
Nay  child-lefle  too,  faue  Juno  whom  I  loue  : 
And  dare  they  then  ?     Come,  our  continued  forrow 
Shall  into  fcarlet  indignation  turne. 
And  my  fonnes  bloud  lliall  crowne  their  guilty  heads 
With  purple  vengeance.     Valiant  Lords,  fet  on, 
And  meet  them  to  their  lafl  deftrudlion. 

I.  Lord.     March  forward. 

Sat.     Stay,  becaufe  wee'l  ground  our  warres 
On  iuflice  :  Fair  Sibilla^  on  thy  life, 
I  charge  thee  tell  me,  and  diffemble  not, 
By  all  the  hopes  in  Saturne  thou  haft  flor'd, 
Our  nuptiall  pleafures,  and  affaires  of  loue, 
As  thou  efleem'fl  our  grace,  or  vengeance  fear'fl, 
Refolue  me  truly.     Hafl  thou  fonnes  aliue  % 

Sibilla  kneelcs. 
Thefe  teares,  and  that  deie6lion  on  thy  knee, 
Accompanied  with  dumbneffe,  argue  guilt. 
Arife  and  fpeake. 

Sib.     Let  Saturne  know,  I  am  a  Woman  then, 
And  more,  I  am  a  Mother  :  would  you  haue  m,e 
A  monflerj  to  exceed  in  cruelty 
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The  faiiadgefl  of  Sauadges  ?  Beares,  Tygers,  Woliies, 
All  feed  their  yong  :  would  Saiurnc  haiie  his  Queenc 
More  fierce  then  thefe  ?     Thinke  you  Sibilla  dare 
Murder  her  yong,  whom  cruell  beads  would  fpare  1 
Let  me  be  held  a  mother,  not  a  murdreffe  : 
For  Sati/nie,  thou  hafl  liuing  three  braue  fonnes. 
But  where?  rather  then  to  reueale  to  thee, 
That  thou  may'R  fend,  their  guiltleffe  bloud  to  fpill, 
Here  eafe  my  life,  for  them  thou  Hialt  not  kill. 

Sat.     Amazement,  warre,  the  threatning  Oracle, 
All  muRer  flrange  perj)lexions  'bout  my  braine, 
And  robbe  me  of  the  true  ability 
Of  my  diredt  conceiuements.     Doubt,  and  warre, 
Tytans  inuafion,  and  my  ieloufie, 
Make  me  vnfit  for  anfwere, 

1.  Lord.     Royal  1  Sattirfie, 

Twas  pitty  in  the  Queene  fo  to  preferue  them. 
Your  flri6lneffe  flew  them,  they  are  dead  in  you, 
And  in  the  pitty  of  your  Queene  furuiue. 

Sat.     Diuine  afTiflance  plunge  me  from  thefe  trou- 
bles, 
Mortality  here  failes  me,  I  am  Avrapt 
In  millions  of  confufions. 

Enter  a  Lord. 

2.  Lord.     Arme,  great  Saturne^ 
Thy  Cities  burne  :  a  generall  maffacre 
Threatens  thy  people.     The  bigge  Tytanoys 
Plow  vp  thy  Land  with  their  inuafme  ileele. 
A  huge  vn-numbred  army  is  at  hand, 

To  fet  vpon  thy  Campe. 

Sat.     All  my  diflurbances 
Conuert  to  rage,  and  make  my  fpleene  as  high 
As  is  their  topleffe  fury,  to  incounter 
With  equall  force  and  vengeance.     Go  Sibilla, 
Conuey  my  beauteous  Luno  to  the  place 
Of  our  befl  flrength,  whil'fL  we  contend  in  Armes 
For  this  rich  Cretan  wTeath  :  the  battel  done^ 
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And  they  confined,  wee'l  treat  of  thefe  affaires. 
Perhaps  our  loue  may  with  this  breach  difpence, 
But  firft  to  Armes,  to  beate  th'intruders  hence. 

Exeunt. 

Alanne.     Eiiter  Tytan,  Lycaon,  Enceladus,  Egeon. 

Tyt.     Satur7ie  giues  backe,  and  'gins  to  leaue  the 

field. 
Lica.     Purfue  him  then  vnto  that  place  of  flrength, 
Which  the  proud  Cretans  hold  impregnable. 
EficeL     This  Gigomantichia  be  eternis'd 
For  our  affright  and  terror  :  If  they  flye, 
TolTe    rockkes,    and    toppes    of    Mountaines    after 

them 
To  (lumble  them,  or  elfe  entombe  them  quicke. 

A£geofi.     They  haue  already  got  into  the  towne, 
And  barricadoed  'gainfl  vs  their  Iron  gates. 
What  meanes  then  fliall  we  finde  to  flartle  them  1 
Etice.     What,    but   to   fpurn   down  their  offenciue 
mures  ? 
To  fliake  in  two  their  Adamantine  gates, 
Their  marble  columnes  by  the  ground  fylls  teare, 
And  kicke  their  ruin'd  walles  as  high  as  heauen  % 
Tyt.     Purfue  them  to  their  gates,  and  'bout  their 
Citie 
Plant  a  flrong  fiege.     Now  Saturne  all  my  fuffrances 
Shall  on  thy  head  fall  heauy,  wee'l  not  fpare 
Old  man  or  babe.     The  Tytans  all  things  dare. 

Exeunt, 

Alarme.     Enter  Saturne,  Sibilla,  Iu?io,  with  other 
Lords  of  Greet. 

Sat.     The  heauens  haue  for  our  barbarous  cruelty 
Done  in  the  murther  of  our  firft  borne  Ops, 
Powr'd   on   our    head    this   vengeance.     Where,   oh 

where 
Shall  we  finde  refcue  ] 
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Sil>.     Patience  royal  I  Satunie. 

Silt.     I^id  Woollies  he  milde,  and  Tygers  pittiful, 
Command  the  Libian  ].ions  aljRinence, 
■"J  each  me  to  mollifie  the  Corficke  rocke, 
Or  make  the  Mount  Cliymera  paffable. 
\Vhat  Monarch  wrapt  in  my  confufions, 
Can  tell  what  patience  meanes  *? 

luuo.     Oh  royal  1  Fatiier  ! 

Sat.     Oh    either    teach    me     refcue     from     thefe 
troubles, 
Or  bid  me  euerlaflingly,  ey  euer 
Sinke  in  defpaire  and  hoiTor. 

Syb.     Oh  my  Lord, 
You  haue  from  your  owne  loines  iffue  referued, 
That  may  redeeme  all  thefe  calamities. 

Saturne.     Iffue  from  vs? 

Syb.     From  Satunie  and  Sybilla. 
That  royall  Prince  King  of  Fclagia, 
And  famous  Mellifeus  fofler-child, 
Whom  all  the  world  fliles  by  the  noble  name 
Of  lupiter,  hee  is  King  Satiinies  fonne. 

Satu.     Thou  haft  Sybilla  kept  that  fonne  aliue 
That  onely  can  redeeme  me  from  this  thraldome, 
Oh  how  fhall  we  acquaint  yong  lupiter^ 
With  this  his  f^ithers  hard  fucceffe  in  Armes. 

Syb.     My  care  did  euer  thefe  euents  forefee. 
And  I  haue  fent  to  your  furuiving  fonne, 
To  come  vnto  your  refcue  ;  Then  great  Satwne 
In  your  wiues  pitty  feeme  to  applaude  the  heauens, 
That  make  me  their  relentfull  minifter, 
In  the  repairing  of  your  downe-cafl  fLate. 

Satu.     If  royall  lupiter  be  Satunies  fonne, 
We  fhall  be  either  refcued  or  reueng'd, 
And  now  I  fhall  not  dread  thofe  Tytanois, 
That  threaten  fire  and  fteele. 

Syb.     Trufl  your  Sybilla. 

Satu.     Thou   art   my  anchor,   and   the   onely  co- 
lumne 
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That  fupports  Satumes  glory,  Oh  my  lupiter, 
On  thee  the  bafis  of  my  hopes  I  ere61, 
And  in  thy  hfe  King  Satiirties  fame  furuiues. 
Are  meffengers  difpatch'd  to  fignifie 
My  fonne  of  our  diflrcffe. 
Sib.     As  farre  as  Epire. 
Where  as  we  vnderfland,  loue  now  remaines. 

Satu.     Then  Tytan,  and  the  proud  Enceladus, 
Hyperion  and  JEgeon  with  the  reft, 
Of  all  the  earth-bread  race  we  wey  you  not, 
Threaten     your    worft,    let     all    your    eyes    fparke 

fire, 
Your  flaming  noftrils  like  Auernus  fmoake, 
Your  tongues  fpeak  thunder,  &  your  armed  hands 
Fling  Trifulke  lightning  :  Be  you  Gods  aboue, 
Or  come  you  with  infernall  hatred  arm'd. 
We  dread  you  not :  we  haue  a  fonne  furuiues, 
Shall   calme   your    tempefts :    beautious   Iwio    com- 
fort. 
And  cheare  Sybilla,  if  he  vndertake 
Our  refcue,  we  from  danger  are  fecure, 
Wee  in  his  valour  all  our  Hues  affure.  Exeunt, 


A  flour ijh.     Enter  lupiter  and  Mellifeus  with 
attendants. 

Mell.     Faire  Prince,  for  leffe  by  your  defertes  and 
honour, 
You  cannot  be  :  your  fortunes  and  your  birth 
Are  both  vnknowne  to  me  :  my  two  faire  daughters 
As  a  fwath'd  infant  brought  you  to  my  Court, 
But  whence,  or  of  what  parents  you  proceed 
I  am  meerely  ignorant. 

lup.     Then  am  I  nothing, 
And  till  I  know  whence  my  defcent  hath  bene, 
Or  from  what  houfe  deriu'd,  I  am  but  aire. 
And  no  effentiall  fubftance  of  a  man. 


44  The  golden  Age. 

Enter  C^\\?iO  ^urfiid  by  her  yongfofine  Archas. 

Cal.     Help,   help,   for    heauen   fake    help,    I    am 
purfu'd. 
And  by  my  fonne,  that  fccmes  to  threate  my  life. 

lup.     Stay  that  bold  lad. 

Cal.     What's  he  1  falfe  lupiter  ? 

lup.      Ca/ijio,  or  I  much  deceiiie  my  felfe. 

Cal.     Oh   thou   mod  falfe,   mofl  treacherous,   and 
vnkind, 
Behold  Calijlo  by  her  fonne  purfu'd, 
Indeed  thy  fonne  :  this  little  fauadge  youth 
Hath    lined   'mongfl.    Tygers,    Lyons,   Wolues,    and 

Beares, 
And  fnice  his  birth  partakes  their  cruelty. 
Archas  his  name  :  fmce  I  Diana  left, 
And  from  her  chad  traine  was  diuorc't,  this  youth 
I  childed  in  a  caue  remote  and  filent. 
His  nurture  was  amongfl  the  fauadges. 
This  day  I  by  misfortune  mou'd  his  fpleene, 
And  he  purfu'd  me  with  reuenge  and  fury, 
And  had  I  not  forfooke  the  fliades  and  forrefts, 
And  fled  for  refcue  to  thefe  walled  Townes, 
He  had  flaine  me  in  his  fury  :  faue  me  then. 
Let  not  the  fonne  the  mother  facrilice 
Before  the  fathers  eye. 

IiLp.     A7'chas  my  fonne, 
My  yong  fon  Archas^  hipiters  firll  borne 
Oh  let  me  hugge  thee,  and  a  thoufand  times 
Embrace    thee    in    myne    armes.      Lycaons    grand- 
child 
Call/Id's  fonne  ;  Oh  will  you  beauteous  Lady 
Forfake  the  forrefls  and  yet  Hue  with  vs  ? 

Cal.     No  thou  falfe  man,  for  thy  penurious  lufls 
I  haue  abandoned  humaine  fubtelties  : 
There  take  thy  fonne,  and  vfe  him  like  a  Prince, 
Being  fonne  vnto  a  Princeffe.     Teach  him  Arts, 
And  honoured  armes.     For  me  :  I  haue  abiur'd 


' 
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All  peopled  Citties,  and  betooke  my  felfe 

To  folitary  deferts.     lone  adue. 

Thou  prouing  falfe,  no  mortall  can  be  true.  Exit. 

Arc.     Since  fhe   will   needs  be   gone,  be  pleafed 
then, 
Weari'd  with  beads,  I  long  to  Hue  'mongfl.  men. 

lup.     Yet  flay  Calijlo,  why  wilt  thou  out-runne 
Thy  lupiter  %    Shee  gone,  welcome  my  fonne. 
My  deere  fonne  Archas,  whom  if  fortune  fmile, 
I  will  create  Lord  of  a  greater  ftile. 


Enter  the  Clowne  with  letters. 

Clowne.     Saue  you  fir,  is  your  name  K.  Mellifeiis  ? 

Mclli.     We  are  Mellifeus^  and  the  Epire  King. 

Clowne,  Then  this  letter  is  to  you,  but  is  there  not 
one  in  your  Court,  cal'd  (let  me  fee)  haue  you  here 
neuer  a  gibbit-maker  % 

lup.     Sirra,  here's  one  cal'd  lupiter. 

Clowne.  Ey  lupiter,  that's  he  that  I  would  fpeake 
with.  Here's  another  letter  to  you,  but  ere  you  reade 
it,  pray  let  me  aske  you  one  queflion. 

lup.     What's  that  ? 

Clowne.     Whether  you  be  a  wife  child  or  no  ? 

Jup.     Your  reafon  1 

Clowne.  Becaufe  I  would  know  whether  you  know 
your  own  father  but  if  you  do  not,  hoping  you  are  in 
good  health,  as  your  father  fcarce  was,  at  the  making 
hereof,  Thefe  are  to  certify  you. 

lup.  Newes  of  a  father  !  neuer  could  fuch  ty dings 
Haue  glutted  me  with  gladneffe.  They  reade. 

Clowne.  For  mine  owne  part,  though  I  know  not 
what  belongs  to  the  getting  of  children,  yet  I  know 
how  to  father  a  child,  &  becaufe  I  would  be  loath  to 
haue  this  Parifh  troubled  with  you,  I  bring  you  newes 
where  you  were  borne.  I  was  the  man  that  laid  you 
at  this  mans  dore,  &  if  you  will  not  go  home  quietly, 
you  fhall  be  fent  from  Conflable  to  Conflable,  till  you 
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come  to  tlic  ])lacc  wlicre  you  were  begot.     Reade 
furtlier  and  tell  me  more. 

Melli.     Is  lupiter  then  mighty  Saturns  fonne  ? 
////.     Am  I  the  fonne  of  Satiirnc^  King  of  Greet  i 
My  father  baflletl  by  the  Tytajwys  1 
May  all  my  toward  hopes  die  in  my  birth, 
Nor  let  me  euer  worthily  inherite 
The  name  of  royalty,  if  by  my  valour    • 
I  proue  me  not  difcended  royally. 

Clowne.    I  was  the  man  that  tooke  paines  with  you, 
'twas  I  that  brought  you  in  the  hand-basket. 

lup.     Should   I   haue  wifht  a   father  through  the 
world, 
It  had  bene  Sahirne^  or  a  royall  mother. 
It  had  bene  faire  Sylnlla,  Queene  of  Creet. 
Great  Epires  King,  perufe  thefe  tragicke  lines, 
And  in  thy  wonted  bounty  grant  fupplies 
To  free  my  noble  father. 

Mel.     lupiter^ 
As  I  am  Mellifeus  Epyres  King, 
Thou  (halt  haue  free  affiRance. 

lup.     Come  then,  Arme^ 
Affemble  all  the  powers  that  we  can  leauy. 
Archas,  we  make  thee  of  Pelagia  King, 
As  King  Lycaons  Gran-childe,  and  the  fonne 
Of  faire  Calijlo.     Let  that  Clime  henceforth 
Be  cal'd  Arcadia^  and  vfurpe  thy  name. 
Go  then  and  preffe  th'  Arcadians  to  the  refcue 
Of  royall  Satur?ie,  this  great  King  and  I 
Will  lead  th'  Epyrians.     Faile  me  not  to  meet, 
To  redeeme  Saturne^  and  to  refcue  Creet. 

Exeimt.     Manet  Clown. 

Clown.  I  haue  no  mind  to  this  buffeting  :  He  walke 
after  faire  and  foftly,  in  hope  that  all  the  buffeting  may 
be  done  before  I  come.  Whether  had  I  better  go 
home  by  land,  or  by  fea  %  If  I  go  by  land,  and  mif- 
carry,  then  I  go  the  way  of  all  fiefh.  If  I  go  by  fea 
and  mif-carry,  then  I  go  the  way  of  all  fifli :  I  am  not 
yet  reiolu'd.     But  howfoeuer,  I  haue  done  my  meflage 
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fo  cleanly,  that  they  cannot  fay,  the  meffenger  is  be- 
reau'd  of  any  thing  that  belongs  to  his  meflage. 

Alarme.       Enter    Tyta?i,    Lycaon,    Encdadus^    tvith 
Satunie^  Iimo,  a?id  Sibilla  prifoners. 

Tyt.    Downe  trecherous  Lord,  and  be  our  foot-pace 
now 
To   afcend   our   high   tribunall.      Wher's  that  God- 
head 
With  which  the  people  Auee'd  thee  to  heauen  ? 

Encel.     'Tis  funke  into  the  deep  Abyfme  of  hell. 
Teare  from  his  head  the  golden  wreath  of  Greet. 
Tread  on  his  captiue  bulke,  and  with  thy  weight 
Great  Tytaji,  finke  him  to  the  infernall  Hiades, 
So  low,  that  with  his  trunke,  his  memory 
May  be  extindl  in  Lethe. 

Sat.     More  then  tyrannous 
To  triumph  or'e  the  weake,  and  to  opprefle 
The  low  deie(fled.     Let  your  cruelty 
Be  the  fad  period  of  my  wretchedneffe  : 
Onely  preferue  my  louely  Iwids  life, 
And  giue  Sibilla  freedome. 

Encel.     By  thefe  Gods, 
We  neither  feare  nor  value,  but  contend 
To  equall  in  our  acflions  :  both  fliall  dye. 
There  fhall  no  proud  Saturnian  liue,  to  braue 
The  meanefl  of  the  high-borne  Tytanoyes. 

Lyca.     Raze  from  the  earth  their  hatefuU  memory. 
And  let  the  bloud  of  Tyta7i  fway  the  earth. 
Speake,  are  the  ports  and  confines  flrongly  arm'd 
'Gainfl  all  inuafions  ? 

Tyta?i.     Who  dares  damadge  vs  ?* 
Let  all  the  paffages  be  open  left, 
Vnguarded  let  our  ports  and  hauens  lye. 
All  danger  we  defpife,  mifchance  or  dread 
We  hold  in  bafe  contempt. 

Encel.     Gonquefl  is  ours, 
Maugre  diuine^  or  bafe  terreflrial  powers.         Alarme, 
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Enter  ^geon. 

y^ge.     Arme  royall  Titan.,  Arme  E?iceladus, 
A  pale  of  brandiflit  fleele  hath  girt  thy  land. 
From  the  earths  Cauernes  breake  infernall  fires, 
To  make  thy  villages  and  hamlets  burne. 
Tempefluous  ruin  in  the  fhape  of  warrc 
Clowds  all  thy  populous  kingdome,  At  my  heeles 
Confufion  dogges  me,  and  the  voyce  of  death 
Still  thunders  in  mine  eares. 

Tyt.     Ifl  poffible  ?  Beare  Saturne  firfl  to  prifon 
VVee'l  after  parly  them. 

E7ice.     Come   Angels   arm'd,    or    Diuels    clad    in 
flames. 
Our  fury  Hiall  repel  them.     Come  they  girt 
With  power  celefliall,  or  infernall  rage, 
Wee'l  fland  their  fierce  oppofure.     Royall  Titan^ 
^geon  and  Hyperion,  d'on  your  armes, 
Brauely  aduance  your  flrong  orbicular  fhields, 
And  in  your  right  hands  brandifh  your  bright  fleele. 
Drowne  your  affrightments  in  th'  amazed  founds 
Of  martiall  thunder  (Diapafon'd  deep) 
Wee'l  fland  them,  be  they  Gods  ;  (if  men,)  expell 
Their  flrengthles  force,  and  flownd  them  low  as  hell. 


A  Florijh.     Enter  marching  K.  Mellifeiis,  Jupiter, 
Archas,  Drumme  andfouidiers. 

Tit.     Whence  are  you  that  intrude  vpon  our  con- 
fines % 
Or  what  portend  you  in  thefe  hoflile  founds 
Of  clamorous  warre  % 

lup.     Tyians  deftru(flion, 
With  all  the  ruin  of  his  giant  race. 

Tit.     By  what  pretence  or  claime  ? 

Tup.     In  right  of  Saturne  : 
Whom  againft  law  the  Tytans  haue  depos'd. 

Tit.     What  art  thou  fpeak'R  it  ? 
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lup.     I  am  Jupiter, 
King  Saturncs  fonne,  immediate  heire  to  Greet. 

Enccl.      There  paufe,   that   word    difables    all  thy 
claime, 
And  proues  that  Tytan  feates  him  in  his  owne. 

Tyt.     If  Saturne  (as  tliou  fay'fl)  hath  fonnes  aliue, 
His  oath  is  broken,  and  we  are  iuflly  feiz'd 
Of  Greta's  Grovvne  by  his  late  forfeiture. 

^Egc.    Thy  tongue  hath  fpoke  thy  owne  deflru6tion, 
Since  whom  K.  Saturne  fpar'd,  our  fwords  mufl  kill, 
And  he  is  come  to  offer  vp  that  life 
Which  hath  fo  long  beene  forfeit. 

////.     Tyrants  no  : 
The  heauens  preferu'd  me  for  a  further  vfe, 
To  plague  your  Off-fpring  that  afflidl  the  earth, 
And  with  your  threatnings  fpurne  againfl  the  Gods. 

Lyca.     Now  fhalt  thou  pay  me  for  Calijtds  wrong, 
Exiling  me,  and  for  difhonouring  her. 

////.     Are  you  there  Ganiball  1  Man-eating  woolfe  ? 
Lycaon,  thou  art  much  beholding  to  me, 
I  woman 'd  firft  Califio,  and  made  thee 
A  grand-father.     Doft  not  thanke  me  for't  ? 
See  heer's  the  Boy,  this  is  Archadia's  King. 
No  more  Pelagia  now,  fince  thy  exile. 

Tyt.     To   thee   that   ftil'ft  thy   felfe    K.    Satiirnes 
fonne  : 
Know  thou  waft  doom'd  before  thy  birth  to  dye, 
Thy  claime  difabled,  and  in  fauing  thee 
Thy  father  hath  made  forfeit  of  his  Growne. 

lup.     Know  Tytan  I  was  borne  free,  as  my  father, 
Nor  had  he  power  to  take  that  life  away 
That  the  Gods  freely  gaue  me.     Tyrants  fee, 
Here  is  that  life  you  by  Indenture  claime. 
Seize  it,  and  take  it :  but  before  I  fall. 
Death  and  deftru6lion  fhall  confound  you  all. 

Encel.     Deflrudlion  is  our  vaffaile,  and  attends 
Vpon  the  threatning  of  our  flormy  browes. 
We  trifle  howers.     Arme  all  your  fronts  with  horror, 
Your  hearts  with  fury,  and  your  hands  with  death. 
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Thunder  meet  tluindcr,  tcmpcRs  flormes  defie, 
Saturnc  and  all  his  ilTiie  this  day  dye. 

Alar  vie.     The  battels  iolne^  Tytan  is  Jlaine,  a?id  his 
party  repuljl.     Enter  ^geon. 

yEge.     Wher's  now  the  high  and  proud  Enceladus^ 
To  flop  the  fury  of  the  Aduerfe  foe, 
Or  flay  the  bafe  flight  of  our  daflard  troupes  ? 
lytan  is  flaine,  Hyperion  Rrowes  the  earth, 
And  thoufands  by  the  hand  of  lupitcr 
Are  fent  into  blacke  darkneffe.     All  that  fland 
Sink  in  the  weight  of  his  high  louiall  hand. 
To  fliun  whofe  rage,  Aigeo7i  thou  mufl  flye. 
Greet  with  our  hoped  conquefls  all  adiew. 
We  mufl  propofe  new  quefls,  {v[iCQ^Satur7ies  fonne 
Hath  by  his  puiffance  all  our  campe  ore-runne.    Exit, 

Alar  me.     Enter  Enccladus  leadi?ig  his  Army,  lupiter 
leading  J  lis.     They  make  ajland. 

Ence.     None   flir,    be   all   your   armes  cramp't  & 
difeas'd 
Your  fwords  vn-vfefuU,  may  your  fleely  glaues 
Command  your  hands,  and  not  your  fmewes  them. 
Till  I  by  fmgle  valor  haue  fubdu'd 
This  murderer  of  my  father. 

lup.     Here  he  ftands, 
That  mufl  for  death  haue  honour  at  thy  hands. 
None  interrupt  vs,  fmgly  wee'l  contend, 
And  'twixt  vs  two  giue  thefe  rude  fa6lions  end. 

Encel.     Two  royall  armies  then  on  both  fides  flaidl, 
To  view  this  flrange  and  dreadfull  Monomachy. 
Thy  fall,  Saturnian,  addes  to  my  renowne  : 
For  by  thy  death  I  gaine  the  Cretan  Crowne. 

lup.     Death  is  thy  due,  I  finde  it  in  thy  ftarres, 
Whil'll  our  high  name  giues  period  to  thefe  warres. 
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Alarm.  They  coinbat  with  iauelings  firjl^  after  with 
[words  and  targets.  lupiter  kils  Enceladus,  a7id 
enters  with  viBory.  lupiter,  Saturne,  Sibilla,  luno, 
Mellifeus,  Archas,  with  the  Lords  of  Greet. 

Sat.     Neuer  was  Saturne  deifi'd  till  now, 
Nor  found  that  perfe6lneffe  the  Gods  enioy. 
Heauen  can  affure  no  greater  happineffe 
Then  I  attaine  in  fight  of  lupiter. 

Sib.     Oh   my   deare  fon,    borne   with   my  painful 
throws, 
And  with  the  hazard  of  my  life  preferu'd, 
How  well  hafl  thou  acquitted  all  my  trauels, 
In  this  thy  lad  and  famous  victory'? 

lup.     This  tels  me,  that  yon  royall  King  of  Greet 
My  father  is  :  and  that  renowned  Queene 
My  mother  :  all  which  proues  by  circumflance, 
That  'tis  but  duty,  that  by  me's  atchieu'd. 
Onely  yon  beauteous  Lady  fLands  apart, 
I  know  not  how  to  ftiie. 

Satu.     'Tis  luno,  and  thy  fifter. 

lup.     Oh  my  fLars  ! 
You  feeke  to  make  immortall,  lupiter. 

Juno.     luno  is  onely  happy  in  the  fortunes, 
Of  her  renowned  brother. 

lup.     Royall  Satunie^ 
If  euer  I  deferu'd  well  as  a  vi<flor, 
Or  if  my  warlike  deedes,  yet  bleeding  new. 
And  perfect  both  in  eyes  and  memory 
May  pleade  for  me  :  Oh  if  I  may  obtaine, 
As  one  that  merits,  or  intreate  of  you, 
As  one  that  owes  :  being  titled  now  yourfonne. 
Let  me  efpoufe  faire  lujio  :  and  bright  Lady 
Let  me  exchange  the  name  of  fifter  with  you 
And  flile  you  by  a  neerer  name  of  wife. 
Oh  be  my  fpoufe  faire  Iu?io. 

lufio.     'Tis  a  name, 

E  2 
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I  prifc  'bouc  fifler,  if  thcfe  grace  the  fame. 

Sain.     Wliat  is  it  I'l  deny  my  Iiipiter  ? 
Slice  is  thy  owne.     I'l  royalifc  ihy  nui)tials 
With  all  the  folcmne  triumphes  Crcd  can  yceld. 

Mdli.     Epyrc  fliall  adde  to  thefe  folemnities, 
And  with  a  bounteous  hand  fupport  thefe  triumphs. 

Archas.     So  all  Archadia  fliall. 

Satii.     Then  to  our  Pallace 
Paffe  on  in  flate,  let  all  raryeties 

Showre  downe  from  heauen  a  lardges,  that  thefe  bridals 
May  exceede  mortall  pompe.     March,  March,    and 

leaue  mee 
To  contemplate  thefe  ioyes,  and  to  deuife, 
How  with  befl  ftate  this  night  to  folemnize. 

They  all  march  of  and  leaue  Saturn e  aloiic. 

Satu.     Satiirne  at  length  is  happy  by  his  fonne, 
Whofe  matchleffe  and  vnriual'd  dignities 
Are  without  peere  on  earth,  O  ioy,  ioy  %  corfiue 
Worfe   then  the    throwes  of    child-birth,  or  the  tor- 
tures 
Of  blacke  Cimmerian  darkeneffe.     Satiirne,  now 
Bethinke  thee  of  the  Delphian  Oracle  : 
He  fhall  his  fathers  vertue  firft  excell, 
Seife  Creety  and  after  driue  him  downe  to  hell. 
The  firft  is  pafl :  my  vertues  are  exceeded  : 
The  lafl  I  will  preuent,  by  force  or  treafon. 
I'l  worke  his  ruine  'ere  he  grow  too  hygh. 
His  ftarres  haue  cafl  it,  and  the  boy  fliall  dy. 
More  fonnes  I  haue,  more  crownes  I  cannot  winne, 
The  Gods  fay  he  muft  dy,  and  tis  no  finne. 


Adlus.  4.     Scoena   i. 

Eiiter  Homer. 
Homer.     O  blind  ambition  and  defire  of  raine, 


fl/.l 
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What  horri'd  mlfchiefe  wilt  not  thou  deuife  ? 

The  appetite  of  rule,  and  third  of  raigne 

Befots  the  foolifli,  and  corrupts  the  wife. 

Behold  a  King  fufpicious  of  his  fonne, 

Purfues  his  innocent  life,  and  without  caufe. 

Oh  blind  ambition  what  hafl  thou  not  done 

Againfl  religion,  zeale  and  natures  lawes  % 

But  men  are  borne  their  owne  fates  to  purfue, 
Gods  will  be  Gods,  and  Sattcr?ie  finds  it  true. 

A  dumbejheiv.  Enter  lupiter,  luno,  Mellifeus,  Archas, 
as  to  reiiels.  To  them  Saturn  e  drawes  his  f  word  to 
kill  lupiter,  ivho  onely  defends  hwifelfe,  but  bccing 
hotly  ptirfu^d,  drawes  his  /word,  beates  away 
Saturn  e,  feifeth  his  crowne,  and  fweares  all  the 
Lords  of  Greet  to  his  obeyfance,fo  Exit. 

Saturne  againfl  his  fonne  his  force  extended, 

And  would  haue  llaine  him  by  his  tyrannous  hand, 

VVhilfl  lupiter  alone  his  life  defended. 

But  when  no  prayers  his  fury  could  withfland, 

Hee  vf 'd  his  force,  his  father  droue  from  Creef^ 

And  as  the  Oracle  before  had  told 

Vfurpt  the  Crowne,  the  Lords  kneele  at  his  feete, 

And  Saturnes  fortunes  are  to  exile  fold. 

But  leauing  him,  of  Danae  that  bright  laffe, 

How  amorous  loue  firfl  wrought  her  to  his  power, 

How  fliee  was  clofed  in  a  fort  of  braffe. 

And  how  he  skal'd  it  in  a  golden  fhowre. 

Of  thefe  we  next  muft  fpeake,  curtious  and  wife, 
Help  with  your  hands,  for  Homer  wants  his  eyes. 

A  flourijh.     Enter  lupiter,  luno,   tJie  Lords  of  Creet^ 
Mellifeus,  Archas,  Neptune,  a7id  Pluto. 

Lup.     Our  vnkind  father  double  tyrrannous, 
To  profecute  the  vertues  of  his  fonne. 
Hath  fought  his  owne  Fate,  and  by  his  ingratitude 
Left  to  our  head  th'Imperiall  wreath  of  Greet : 
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\\1iich  gladly  \vc  rcceiue.     lyeptunc  from  Aihcns, 

And  riuto  from  the  lower  Tartaric 

Both  welcome  to  the  Cretan  Iiipiter. 

Thofe  Starres  that  gouern'd  our  natiuity, 

And  Rript  our  fortunes  from  the  hand  of  death, 

Shall  guard  vs  and  maintaine  vs. 

Nept.     Noble  Satiirne^ 
Famous  in  all  things,  and  degenerate  onely, 
In  that  inhumaine  pracflife  'gainfL  his  fonnes. 
Is  fled  vs,  whom  we  came  to  vifite  freely, 
And  filiall  duties  to  expreffe.     Great  Athens 
The  nurfe  and  foflreffe  of  my  infancy, 
I  haue  inflru6led  in  the  fea-mans  craft. 
And  taught  them  truely  how  to  faile  by  flarres 
Befides  the  vnruly  lennet  I  haue  tam'd 
And  train'd  him  to  the  faddle,  for  which  pra(5life 
The  horfe  to  mee  is  foly  confecrate. 

Pluto.     I  from  the  bounds  of  lower  Tartaric 
Haue  trauel'd  to  the  fertile  plaines  of  Greet. 
Nor  am  I  leffe  in  luflre  of  my  fame, 
Then  Neptune,  or  renowned  lupiter. 
Thofe  barren  Kingdomes  I  haue  richt  with  fpoiles. 
And  not  a  people  trafFicks  in  thofe  worlds, 
For  wealth  or  treafure,  but  we  cuflome  them. 
And  they  inrich  our  coffers  :  our  arm'd  guards 
Prey  on  their  Camels,  and  their  laden  Mules, 
And  Plutds  through  the  world  renown'd  &  fear'd. 
And  fmce  we  haue  mifl  of  Satw^ie  lately  fled, 
It  glads  me  yet,  I  freely  may  furuey 
The  honours  of  my  brother  lupiter, 

Nep.     And  beauteous  luno,  Empreffe  of  all  hearts 
Whom  Neptune  thus  embraceth. 

Pluto.     So  doth  Pluto. 

Tun.     All  diuine  honours  crowne  the  royall  tem- 
ples 
Of  my  two  famous  brothers. 

lup.     King  Alellijeus  welcome  them  to  Greet, 
Archas  do  you  the  like. 

Melli.     Princes  your  hands. 
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Archas.     You  are  my  royall  vnckles. 

lup.     Nay  hand  him   Lords,  he  is  your   kinfman 
too. 
Archas  my  fonne,  of  faire  Califlo  borne, 
I  hope  faire  hmo  it  offends  not  you, 
It  was  before  your  time. 

Iiim.     Shee  was  a  flrumpet. 

lup.     Shee  fliall  be  a  Starre. 
And  ill  the  Queenes  and  beautious  maides  on  earth 
That  are  renown'd  for  high  perfe6lions, 
We'l  woe  and  winne,   wee  were  borne  to  fway  and 

rule. 
Nor  fhall  the  name  of  wife  be  curbe  to  vs, 
Or  fnafifle  in  our  pleafures.     Beauteous  /<?, 
And  faire  Eiiropa.,  haue  by  our  tranfliapes, 
And  guiles  of  loue  already  bene  deflour'd, 
Nor  Hues  fliee  that  is  worthy  our  defires, 
lut  we  can  charme  with  court-fhip.     Royal  brothers 
What  newes  of  note  is  rumor'd  in  thofe  Realraes, 
Through  which  you  made  your  trauels  ? 

Nep.     Haue  you  heard 
Of  great  Acrifius,  the  braue  Arges  King, 
And  of  his  daughter  Danae. 

lup.     His  renowne, 
And  her  faire  beauty  oft  hath  peirc't  our  eares. 
Nor  can  we  be  at  peace,  till  we  behold 
That  face  fame  hath  fo  blazond.     What  of  her  % 

Nep.     Of  her  inclofure  in  the  Darreine  Tower, 
Guirt  with  a  triple  Mure  of  fliining  braffe. 
Haue  you  not  heard  ? 

lup.     But  we  defire  it  highly. 
What  marble  wall,  or  Adamantine  gate, 
What  Fort  of  fleele,  or  Caflle  forg'd  from  braffe, 
Loue  cannot  fcale  %  or  beauty  cannot  breake  through? 
Difcourfe  the  nouell  Neptune. 

Nep.     Thus  it  was. 
The  Queene  of  Arges  going  great,  the  King 
Sends  (as  the  cuflomeis)  to  th'Oracle, 
To  know  what  fortunes  fliall  betide  the  babe. 
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Anfwer's  rcturn'd  by  PJuvbus  and  his  Priefls  : 

The  Qiiecnc  fliall  childc  a  daughter  bcaiitifull, 

Who  wlien   flie  growes   to   yearcs,  fliall  then   bring 

forth 
A  valiant  Princely  boy,  yet  fuch  a  one 
That  Ihall  the  King  his  grandfire  turne  to  flone. 
Danae  is  borne,  and  as  (lie  growes  to  ripeneffe, 
So  grew  her  fathers  feare  :  and  to  preuent 
His  ominous  fate  i)ronounc'd  by  th'Oracle, 
He  mowlds  this  brazen  Tower,  impregnable 
Both  for  the  feat  and  guard  :  yet  beautiful! 
As  is  the  gorgeous  palace  of  the  Sunne. 

hip.     111  doth  Acrifius  to  contend  and  warre 
Againfl.  th'unchanging  Fates,  I'le  fcale  that  Tower: 
Or  raine  downe  millions  in  a  golden  fliower. 
I  long  to  be  the  father  of  that  babe, 
Begot  on  Da?iae,  that  fliall  proue  fo  braue, 
And  turne  the  dotard  to  his  marble  graue, 
Tis  cafl  already  :  Fate  be  thou  my  guide, 
Whil'fl  for  this  amorous  iourney  I  prouide. 

MeL     But  is  the  Lady  there  immur'd,  and  clos'd 
From  all  fociety  and  fight  of  man  ? 

Nept.     So  full  of  iealous  feares  is  King  Acrifius, 
That,  faue  himfelfe,  no  man  mulT.  neere  the  Fort. 
Only  a  guard  of  Beldams  pad  their  lufls, 
Vnfenfible  of  loue,  or  amorous  pitty,  ' 
Partly  by  bribes  hir'd,  partly  curb'd  with  threats, 
Are  guard  vnto  this  bright  imprifoned  dame. 

Plut.     Too  pittileffe,  and  too  obdur's  the  King, 
To  cloyfler  beauty  from  the  fight  of  man. 
But  this  concernes  not  vs. 

Iiip.     That  fort  I'le  fcale. 
Though  in  attempting  it  be  death  to  faile. 
Brothers  and  Princes,  all  our  Courts  rarities 
Lye  open  to  your  royal'ft  entertainment 
Yet  pardon  me,  fmce  vrgence  cals  me  hence 
To  an  inforced  abfence.    Nay  Queene  hmo 
You  mufl  be  pleas'd,  the  caufe  imports  vs  highly. 
Feafl  with  thefe  Princes  till  our  free  returne. 
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Attendance  Lords,  we  mufl  defcend  in  gold, 

Or  yon  imprifoned  beauty  ne'r  behold.  Exit. 


Enter  four e  old  Beldams^  with  other  women. 

1.  Beld.  Heer's  a  coyle  to  keep  fire  and  tow 
a  funder.  I  wonder  the  King  iliould  fliut  his  daughter 
vp  fo  clofe  :  for  any  thing  I  fee,  (he  hath  no  minde  to 
a  man. 

2.  Behl.  Content  your  felfe,  you  fpeake  according 
to  your  age  and  appetite.  We  that  are  full  fed  may 
praife  fafl.  We  that  in  our  heate  of  youth  haue  drunke 
our  bellyfuls,  may  deride  thofe  that  in  the  heate  of 
their  blouds  are  athirft.  I  meafure  her  by  what  I  was, 
not  by  what  I  am.  Appetite  to  loue  neuer  failes  an 
old  woman,  till  cracking  of  nuts  leaues  her.  When 
Danae  hath  no  more  teeth  in  her  head  then  you  and 
I,  Il'e  trufl  a  man  in  her  company,  and  fcarce  then  : 
for  if  we  examine  our  felues,  wee  haue  euen  at 
thefe  yeares,  qualm es,  and  rhumes,  and  deuifes 
comes  ouer  our  flomakes,  when  we  but  look  on  a 
proper  man. 

1.  Beld.  That's  no  queflion,  I  know  it  by  my  felfe, 
and  whil'fL  I  fland  centinell,  I'le  watch  her  for  that  I 
warrant  her. 

2.  Bel.  And  haue  we  not  reafon,  confidering  the 
p  enalty  % 

I.  Bel.  If  any  fland  centinel  in  her  quarters, 
we  fhall  keep  quarter  here  no  longer.  If  the 
Princeffe  mifcarry  we  fliall  make  gun-powder,  and 
they  fay  an  old  woman  is  better  for  that  then 
Saltpeter. 

TJit  ^larine  bell  rings. 

3.  Beld.     The  larme  bell  rings, 

It    fhould    be    K.    Acrifius    by    the    found    of    the 
clapper. 

4.  Beld.     Then   clap   clofe    to    the   gate   and   let 
him  in. 
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Efiicr  Acrifius. 

Acri.     Ladies  well  done  :  I  like  this  prouidence 
And  carcfuU  watch  ore  Daiiac.  let  me  finde  you 
FaithleiTc,  you  dye,  be  faithfull  and  you  Hue 
Eterniz'd  in  our  loue.     Go  call  her  hither, 
]^e  that  your  charge  :  the  red  keep  watchfuU  eye 
On  your  j)ercullifl  entrance,  which  forbids 
All  men,  faue  vs,  free  paffage  to  this  place. 
See  !  Danae  is  defcended.     Faire  daughter 

Enter  Danae. 

How  do  you  brook  this  palace  ? 

Dan.     Like  a  prifon  : 
What  is  it  elfe  %  you  giue  me  golden  fetters, 
As  if  their  value  could  my  bondage  leffen. 

Acri.    The  architeclur's  fumptuous,  and  the  building 
Of  cofl  inualuable,  fo  rich  a  fLructure 
For  beauty,  or  for  flate,  the  world  afifoords  not. 
Is  not  thy  attendance  princely,  like  a  Queenes  ? 
Are  not  all  thefe  thy  vaffails  to  attend  ? 
Are  not  thy  chambers  faire,  and  richly  hung  % 
The  walkes  within  this  barricadoed  mure 
Full  of  delight  and  pleafure  for  thy  tafle 
And  curious  palate,  all  the  chiefell  cates 
Are  from  the  furthefl  verges  of  the  earth 
Fetch't  to  content  thee.     What  diflafles  thee  then  ? 

Dafi.     That  which  alone  is  better  then  all  thefe, 
My  liberty.     Why  am  I  cloyfler'd  thus, 
And  kept  a  prifoner  from  the  fight  of  man  % 
What  hath  my  innocence  and  infancy 
Deferu'd  to  be  immur'd  in  brazen  walls  ? 
Can  you  accufe  my  faith,  or  modefly? 
Hath  any  loofe  demeanour  in  my  carriage 
Bred  this  diflruft  ?  hath  my  eye  plaid  the  rioter  ? 
Or  hath  my  tongue  beene  lauifh  ?  haue  my  fauours 
Vn-virginlike,  to  any  been  profufe, 
That  it  fliould  breed  in  you  fuch  ieloufie, 
Or  bring  me  to  this  durance  % 
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Acri.     None  of  thcfe. 
I  loue  my  Daiiae.     Ijiit  when  I  record 
The  Oracle,  it  breeds  fuch  feare  in  me, 
That  makes  this  thy  reteinement. 

Danae.     The  Oracle  ? 
Wherein  vnto  the  leaft  of  all  the  Gods 
Hath  Danae  beene  vnthankfuU,  or  profane, 
To  bondage  me  that  am  a  princeffe  free, 
And  votareffe  to  euery  deity  % 

Acri.     I  'e  tell  thee  Lady.     The  vnchanging  mouth 
Of  Phoebus ^  hath  this  Oracle  pronoun'fl, 
That  Danae  fliall  in  time  childe  fuch  a  fonne 
That  fhall  Acrifius  change  into  a  flone. 

Danae.     See  your  vaine  feares.     What  leffe  could 
Phaibus  fay  ? 
Or  what  hath  Danae' s  fate  deferu'd  in  this  % 
To  turne  you  into  flone  ;  that's  to  prepare 
Your  monument,  and  marble  fepulcher. 
The  meaning  is,  that  I  a  fonne  fhall  haue, 
That  when  you  dye  fliall  beare  you  to  your  graue. 
Are  you  not  mortall  %  would  you  euer  liue  % 
Your  father  dy'd,  and  to  his  Monument 
You  like  a  mourner  did  attend  his  herfe. 
What  you  did  to  your  father,  let  my  fonne 
Performe  to  you,  prepare  your  fepulcher. 
Or  fhall  a  flranger  beare  you  to  your  tombe, 
When    from    your    owne   bloud    you   may   flore    a 

Prince 
To  do  thofe  facred  rights  :  or  fliall  vaine  feares 
Cloider  my  beauty,  and  confume  my  yeares  ? 

Acri.     Our  feares  are  certaine,  and  our  doome  as 
fix't 
As  the  decrees  of  Gods.     Thy  durance  here 
Is  without  limit  endleffe.  Go  attend  her   Exit  Danae, 
Vnto  her  chamber,  there  to  liue  an  Ankreffe 
And  changeleffe  virgin,  to  the  period 
Of  her  lafl  hower.     And  you,  to  whom  this  charge 
Solely  belongs,  banifli  all  womanilh  pitty  : 
Be  deafe  vnto  her  prayers,  blinde  to  her  teares, 
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Obdure  to  her  relenting  paffions. 

Should  flic  (as  heauen  and  th'Oracle  forbid) 

By  your  corrui)ting  loofe  that  precious  Gemme 

We  haue  fuch  care  to  keepe  and  locke  fafe  vp  : 

Your  Hues  are  doom'd.     Jie  faith  full  we  defire, 

And  keepe  your  bodies  from  the  threatned  fire.    Exit. 

1.  Bcld.     Heauen   be  as   chary  of  your  Highneffe 
life, 

As  we  of  Danae's  honour.  Now  if  fhee  bee  a  right 
woman,  fliee  will  haue  a  mind  onely  to  loofe  that, 
which  her  father  hath  fuch  care  to  keepe.  There  is  a 
thing  that  commonly  flickes  vnder  a  womans  flo- 
macke. 

2.  Bcld.  What  do  we  talking  of  things?  there  mufl 
be  no  meddling  with  things  in  this  place,  come  let  vs 
fet  our  watch,  and  take  our  lodgings  before  the  Princeffe 
chamber.  Exit. 

Enter  lupiter  like  a  Fedler,  the  Clowne  his  man,  with 
packs  at  their  backes. 

lup.  Sirrah,  now  I  haue  Iworne  you  to  fecrecy  at- 
tend your  charge. 

Clow.  Charge  me  to  the  mouth,  and  till  you  giue 
fire  ri  not  of. 

lup.  Thou  know' ft  I  hauefluft  my  packe  with  rich 
iewels,  to  purchafe  one  iewell  worth  all  thefe. 

Clowne.  If  your  pretious  ftones  were  fet  in  that 
Iewell  it  would  be  braue  wearing. 

lup.  If  we  get  entrance,  footh  me  vp  in  all  things  : 
&  if  I  haue  recourfe  to  the  Princeffe,  if  at  any  time 
thou  feeft  me  whifper  to  her,  find  fome  tricke  or  other 
to  blinde  the  Beldams  eyes. 

Clow.  Shee  that  hath  the  befl  eyes  of  them  all,  I 
haue  a  trick  to  make  her  nofe  fland  in  her  light. 

lup.  No  more  K.  lupiter  but  goodman  Pedler, 
remember  that. 

Clozu.  I  haue  my  memorandums  about  mee.  As 
I  can  beare  a  packe,  fo  I  can  beare  a  braine,  &  now  I 
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talke  of  a  packe,  though  I  know  not  of  the  death  of 
any  of  your  freinds,  I  am  forry  for  your  heauineffe. 

Ittp.      Loue  and  my  hopes  doe   make  my   loade 
feeme  hght, 
This  wealth  I  will  vnburthen  in  the  purchafe 
Of  yon  rich  beauty.     Prethee  ring  the  bell. 

Clow.  Nay  do  you  take  the  rope  in  your  hand  for 
lucke  fake.  The  morall  is,  becaufe  you  fhall  ring 
all-in. 

He  rings  the  bell.  Enter  the  4  Belda7ns. 

lup.     I  care  not  if  I  take  thy  counfell. 

1.  Beld.  To  the  gate,  to  the  gate,  and  know  who 
'tis  ere  you  open. 

2.  Beld.  I  learn't  that  in  my  youth,  flill  to  know 
who  knockt  before  I  would  open. 

/up.  Saue  you  gentle  Matrons  :  may  a  man  be  fo 
bold  as  aske  what  he  may  call  this  rich  and  flately 
Tower  ? 

3.  Beld.     Thou  feem'fl  a  ftranger  to  aske  fuch  a 
queflion. 

For  where  is  not  the  tower  of  B>arreine  knowne  1 

Clow.  It  may  be  cal'd  the  tower  of  Barren  for 
ought  I  fee,  for  heere  is  none  but  are  paft  children. 

4.  Beld.     This  is  the  rich  and   famous   Darreine 
Tower, 

Where  King  Acrifms  hath  inclof'd  his  daughter, 
The  beautious  Da?iae,  famous  through  the  world 
For  all  perfecftions. 

Itip.     Oh  then  'tis  heere  ;  I  here  I  muft  vnload. 
Comming  through  Creet,  the  great  King  Iiipiter 
Intreated  me  to  call  here  at  this  Tower, 
And  to  deliuer  you  fome  fpeciall  Jewels, 
Of  high  prif 'd  worth,  for  he  would  haue  his  bounty 
Renown'd  through  all  the  earth.     Downe  with  your 

packe, 
For  here  mufl  wee  vnload. 

I.  Beld.     Jewels  to  vs  .? 
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2.  Beld.     And  from  lupitcr  i 

lup.  Now  gold  ])roiie  'thy  true  vcrtuc.  Thou 
canfl  all  things  and  therefore  this. 

3.  Belli.  Comes  he  with  prefents,  and  fliall  he  vn- 
packe  at  the  gate  ?  nay  come  into  the  Porters  lodge 
good  Pedlers. 

Clowne.  That  Lady  hath  fome  manners,  fliee  hath 
bene  well  brought  vp  I  warrant  her. 

4.  Bcld.  And  I  can  tell  thee  pedler,  thou  hafl  that 
curtefy  that  neuer  any  man  found  but  the  King 
Acrifius. 

hip.     You  fliall  be  well  paid  for  your  curtefy, 
Here's  fird  for  you,  for  you,  for,  for  you,  for  you. 

1 .  Beld.     Rare  ! 

2.  Beld.     Admirable  ! 

3.  Beld.     The  bed  that  ere  I  faw  ! 

4.  Beld,     I'l  run  and  fliew  mine  to  my  Lady. 

I.  Beld.  Shut  the  gate  for  feare  the  King  come, 
and  if  he  ring  clap  the  Pedlers  into  fome  of  yon  old 
rotten  corners.  And  hath  K.  Jupiter  bene  at  all  this 
cofl  ?  hee's  a  courteous  Prince,  &  bountifull.  Keepe 
you  the  pedler  company,   my  Lady  fliall  fee   mine 

too. 

lup.     Meane  you  the    Princeffe   Da^iael    I   haue 

tokens  from  lupiter  to  her  too. 
■  I.  Bel.     Runne,   runne,    you   that   haue   the   befl 

legges,  and  tell  my  Lady.     But  haue  you  any  more  of 

the  fame? 

Clowne.      Haue  we  quoth  he?     We  haue  things 

about  vs,  wee  haue  not  fhewed  yet,  and  that  euery 

one  muft  not  fee,  would  make  thofe  few  teeth  in  your 

head  to  water,  I  would  haue  you  thinke,  I  haue  ware 

too  as  well  as  my  MayfLer. 

Enter  injlate  Danae  with  the  Beldams^  looking  zpon 
three  feuer all  iewels. 

I.  Bel.      Yonder's    my   Lady.      Nay    neuer    bee 
abafht  Pedler,  There's  a  face  will  become  thy  iewels, 
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as  well  as  any  face  in    Creei  or  Arges  either.     Now 
your  token. 

Iiip.     I  haue  lofl  it.      Tis   my   heart,   beauty   of 
Angels, 
Thou  art  o're  matcht,  earth  may  contend  with  heauen, 
Nature  thou  hail  to  make  one  compleate  creature 
Cheated  euen  all  mortality.     This  face 
Hath  rob'd  the  morning  of  her  blufli,  the  lilly 
Of  her  blanch't  vvhitnes,  and  like  theft  committed 
Vpon  my  foule  :  fhee  is  all  admiration. 
But  in  her  eyes  I  ne're  faw  perfect  luflre. 
There  is  no  treafure  upon  earth  but  yonder. 
Shee  is  !  (oh  I  fhall  loofe  my  felfe) 

Clowne.  Nay  Sir,  take  heed  you  be  not  fmelt 
out. 

lupi.     I  am  my  felfe  againe. 

Dan.     Did  hee  beflow  thefe  freely  %  Danae's  guard 
Are  much  indebted  to  King  hipiter. 
If  he  haue  fLore  wee'l  buy  fome  for  our  vfe, 
And  wearing.     They  are  wondrous  beautifull, 
Where's  the  man  that  brought  them  ? 

1.  Beld.  Here  forfooth  Lady,  hold  vp  your  head 
and  blufh  not,  my  Lady  will  not  hurt  thee,  I  warrant 
thee. 

lup.     This  iewell  IMadam  did  King  Jupiter 
Command  me  to  leaue  heere  for  Danae. 
Are  you  fo  fli'ld  ? 

Dcifiae.     If  fent  to  Danae, 
'Tis  due  to  me.     And  would  the  King  of  Creet^ 
Knew  with  what  gratitude  we  take  his  gift. 

lup.     Madame  he  fliall.    Sirrah  fet  ope  your  pack, 
And  what  the  Ladies  like  let  them  take  freely. 

Dan.     Much   haue    I   heard   of    his    renowne   in 
armes. 
His  generoufneffe,  his  vertues,  and  his  fulneffe 
Of  all  that  Nature  can  bequeath  to  man. 
His  bounty  I  now  taft,  and  I  could  wifli, 
Your  eare  were  his,  that  I  might  let  him  know 
What  interefl  he  hath  in  me  to  command. 


\v 


64  The  golden  Age. 

lup.     Mis   care    is   myne,    let    mc   command   you 
then. 
Behold  I  am  tlie  Crdcvi,  I  up  iter. 
That  rate  your  beauty  aboue  all  thefe  gems, 
What  cannot  loue,  what  dares  not  loue  attempt  ? 
Defpight  Acrifius  and  his  armed  guards, 
Hether  my  loue  hath  brought  me  to  receiue 
Or  life  or  death  from  you,  onely  from  you. 

Dan.     We  are  amaz'd,  and  the  large  difiference 
Betwixt  your  name  and  habite,  breeds  m  vs 
Feare  and  diRrufl.     Yet  if  I  cenfure  freely 
I  needes  mufl,  thinke  that  face  and  perfonage 
Was  ne're  deriu'd  from  bafeneffe.     And  the  fpirit 
To  venture  and  to  dare  to  court  a  Queene 
I  cannot  flile  leffe  then  to  be  a  Kings. 
Say  that  we  grant  you  to  be  lupiter^ 
What  thence  inferre  you  ? 

lup.     To  loue  Jupiter. 

Dan.     So  far  as  lupiter  loues  Danaes  honour, 
So  farre  will  Danae  loue  lupiter. 

2.  Beld.     We  waight  well  vpon  my  Lady. 

lup.     Madam  you  haue  not  feene  a  cleere  flone, 
For  colour  or  for  quickneffe.  {fweete  your  eare. 

Dan.     Beware  your  ruine,  if  yon  Beldams  heare. 

lup.  Sirra  fliew  all  your  wares,  and  let  thofe  Ladies 
beft  pleafe  themfelues. 

Clowne.  Not  all  at  thefe  yeares.  I  fpy  his 
knauery.  Now  would  he  haue  mee  keepe  them 
bufied,  whilft  he  courts  the  Lady. 

3.  Beld.     Doth  my  Lady  want  nothing  % 

Shte  lookes  backe. 

Clown.  As  for  example,  heer's  a  filuer  bodkin, 
this  is  to  remoue  dandriffe,  and  digge  about  the  roots 
of  your  filuer-hair'd  furre.  This  is  a  tooth-picker,  but 
you  hauing  no  teeth,  heere  is  for  you  a  corrall  to  rub 
your  gums.     This  is  cal'd  a  Maske, 

I.  Beld.  Gramarcy  for  this,  this  is  good  to  hide 
my  wrinckles,  I  neuer  fee  of  thefe  afore. 

Clown.     Then  you  haue  one  wrinckle  more  behinde. 
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You  that  are  dim  ey'd  put  this  pittiful  fpecflacle  vpon 
your  nofe. 

lup.     As  I  am  fonne  of  Saturne,  you  haue  wrong 
To  be  coop't  vp  within  a  prifon  flrong. 
Your  father  Hke  a  mifer  cloyflers  you, 
But  to  faue  cod :  hee's  loth  to  pay  your  dower, 
And  therefore  keepes  you  in  this  brazen  Tower. 
What  are  you  better  to  be  beautiful!, 
When  no  mans  eye  can  come  to  cenfure  it  ? 
What  are  fweet  cates  vntafted  %  gorgeous  clothes 
Vnworne  %  or  beauty  not  beheld  %  yon  Beldams 
With  all  the  furrowes  in  their  wrinkled  fronts 
May  claime  with  you  Hke  worth  ;  ey  and  compare. 
For  eye  to  cenfure  you  none  can,  none  dare. 

Dan,     All  this  is  true. 

lup.     Oh  thinke  you  I  would  lye 
(With  any  faue  Dmiae.)     Let  me  buy 
This  iewell,  your  bright  loue,  though  rated  higher 
Then  Gods  can  giue,  or  men  in  prayers  defire. 

Dan.     You  couet  that,  which  faue  the  Prince  of 
Greet 
None  dares. 

lup.     That  (hewes  how  much  I  loue  you  (fweet) 
I  come  this  beauty,  this  rare  face  to  faue, 
And  to  redeeme  it  from  this  brazen  graue. 
Oh  do  not  from  mans  eye  this  beauty  skreene, 
Thefe  rare  perfecSlions,  which  no  earthly  Queene 
Enioyes  faue  you  :  'twas  made  to  be  admir'd. 
The  Gods,  the  Fates,  and  all  things  haue  confpir'd 
With  Jupiter^  this  prifon  to  inuade. 
And  bring  it  forth  to  that  for  which  'twas  made. 
Loue  Jupiter,  whofe  loue  with  yours  fhall  meet. 
And  hauing  borne  you  hence,  make  at  your  feet 
Kings  lay  their  crownes,  &  mighty  Emperours  kneele  : 
Oh  had  you  but  a  touch  of  what  I  feele, 
You  would  both  love  and  pitty. 

Dan.     Both  I  do. 
But  all  things  hinder,  yet  were  Danae  free, 
She  could  affe(fl  the  Cretan. 
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flip.     Now  by  thee 
(For  what  I  mod  affect,  by  that  I  fwcare) 
I  from  tliis  prifon  will  bright  Dmiac  beare, 
And  in  thy  chamber  will  this  night  fafl  feale 
This  couenant  made. 

Dan.     Which  Danac  mu(l  rej^cale. 

lup.     You  fliall  not,  by  this  ki ffe. 

1.  Bcld.     Tis  good  to  haue  an  eye. 

{She  lookes  backe.) 

Clown.  Your  nofe  hath  not  had  thefe  fpedlacles  on 
yet. 

Dan.     Oh  hipiter. 

hip.     Oh  Danae. 

Dan.     I  mufl  hence  : 
For  if  I  fLay,  I  yeeld  :  Il'e  hence,  no  more. 

Tup.     Expe(5\  me  for  I  come. 

Dan.     Yon  is  my  doore, 
Dare  not  to  enter  there.     I  will  to  refl. 
Attendance. 

lup.     Come  I  will. 

Dan.     You  had  not  befl.  Exit  Danac. 

2.  Beld.  My  Lady  calls.  Wee  haue  trifled  the 
night  till  bed-time.  Some  attend  the  Princeffe  : 
others  fee  the  Pedlers  pack't  out  of  the  gate. 

Clown.  Will  you  thruft  vs  out  to  feeke  our  lodging 
at  Midnight.  We  haue  paid  for  our  lodging,  a  man 
would  thinke,  we  might  haue  laine  cheaper  in  any 
Inne  in  Argesi 

lup.     This  caflle  flands  remote,  no  lodging  neere, 
Spare  vs  but  any  corner  here  below, 
Bee't  but  the  Inner  porch,  or  the  leafl  flaire-cafe. 
And  we'l  begone  as  early  as  you  pleafe. 

2.  Beld.  Confider  all  things,  we  haue  no  reafon  to 
deny  that.  What  need  we  feare  ?  alas  they  are  but 
Pedlars,  and  the  greatefl  Prince  that  breathes  would 
be  aduis'd  ere  he  durfl  prefume  to  court  the  princeffe 
Danae. 

I.  Beld.  He  court  a  princeffe  ?  hee  lookes  not  with 
the  face.   Well  pedlers,  for  this  night  take  a  nap  vpon 


The  golden  Age.  67 

fome  bench  or  other,  and  in  the  morning  be  ready  to 
take  thy  yard  in  thy  hand  to  meafure  me  fome  fluffe, 
and  fo  to  be  gone  before  day.  Well,  good-night,  we 
naufl  attend  our  princeffe. 

lup.     Gold  and  reward,  thou  art  mighty,  and  hafl 
power 
O're  aged,  yong,  the  foolifli,  and  the  wife, 
-The  chafle,  and  wanton,  fowle,  and  beautifull : 
Thou  art  a  God  on  earth,  and  canft  all  things. 

Cioivn.  Not  all  things,  by  your  leaue.  All  the 
gold  in  Creete  cannot  get  one  of  yon  old  Crones  with 
childe.     But  fliall  we  go  fleepe  ? 

lup.     Sleep  thou,  for  I  mud  wake  for  Danae. 
Hence  cloud  of  bafeneffe,  thou  hafl  done  inough 
To  bleare  yon  Beldams.     When  I  next  appeare 

Hee puts  off  his  difguife. 
To  yon  bright  Goddefle,  I  will  fliine  in  gold, 
Deck't  in  the  high  Imperiall  robes  of  Greet, 
And  on  my  head  the  wreath  of  Maielly : 
For  Ornament  is  a  preuailing  thing. 
And  you  bright  Queene  Tie  now  court  like  a  King. 

Exit. 

Enter  the  four e  old  Beldafns,  drawi?ig  out  Danae's  bed : 
Jhe  ill  it.     They  place  foure  tapers  at  the  foure  corners. 

Dan.    Command  our  Eunuch's  with  their  pleafmg'ft 
tunes 
To  charme  our  eyes  to  refl.     Leaue  vs  all,  leaue  vs. 
The  God  of  dreames  hath  with  his  downy  fanne 
Swept  or'e  our  eye-lids,  and  fits  heauy  on  them. 

I.  Bel.  Hey-ho,  Sleepe  may  enter  in  at  my  mouth, 
if  he  be  no  bigger  then  a  two-peny-loafe. 

Dan.     Then   to   your   chambers,  &   let  wakeleffe 
flumbers 
Charme  you  in  depth  of  filence  and  repofe. 
All.     Good  night  to  thee  faire  Danae. 
Dan.      Let   mufick   through   this   brazen   fortreffe 
found 
Till  all  our  hearts  in  depth  of  fleepe  be  drown'd. 

F  2 
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Enter  lupitcr  crown' d  with  his  Tmpcriall  Robes. 

lap.     Silence  that  now   hath   empire   through  the 
world 
Expreffe    thy  power    and    Princedome.      Charming 

fleepe 
Deaths  yonger  brother,  fhew  thy  felfe  as  Rill-lefTe 
As  death  himfelfe.     None  feeme  this  night  to  Hue, 
Saue  loiie  and  Danae.     But  that  Goddeffe  wonne 
Giue  them  new  life  breath'd  with  the  morning  funne. 
Yon  is  the  doore,  that  in  forbidding  me 
She  bad  me  enter.     Womens  tongues  and  hearts 
Haue  different  tunes  :  for  where  they  mod  defire, 
Their  hearts  cry  on,  when  their  tongues  bid  retire. 
Al's  Avhifl,  I  heare  the  fnorting  Beldams  breathe 
Soundneffe  of  fleepe,  none  wakes  faue  Loue  and  we 
Yon  bright  imprifoned  beauty  to  fet  free. 
Oh  thou  more  beauteous  in  thy  nakedneffe 

Then  ornament  can  adde  to 

How  fweetly  doth  fhe  breath  ?  how  well  become 
Imaginary  deadnelTe  1     But  Il'e  wake  her 
Vnto  new  life.     This  purchafe  I  mufl  win, 
Heauens  gates  fland  ope,  and  lupiter  will  in. 
Danae  %  He  lyes  vpon  her  bed. 

Dan.     Who's  that  ? 

Iicp.     'Tis  I,  K.  lupiter. 

Da?i.     What  meane  you   Prince  ?    how   dare  you 
enter  here  ? 
Knowing  if  I  but  call,  your  life  is  doom'd. 
And  all  Creetes  treafure  cannot  guard  your  perfon. 

lup.     You  tell  me  now  how  much   I   rate   your 
beauty, 
Which  to  attaine,  I  cad  my  life  behinde  me, 
As  lou'd  much  leffe  then  you. 

Dan.     Il'e  loue  you  too, 
Would  you  but  leaue  me. 

Itip.     Repentance  I'd  not  buy 
At  that  high  rate,  ten  thoufand  times  to  dye. 
You  are  mine  owne,  fo  all  the  Fates  haue  fed. 
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And  by  their  guidance  come  I  to  your  bed. 
The  night,  the  time,  the  place,  and  all  confpire 
To  make  me  happy  in  my  long  defire. 
Acrifiiis  eyes  are  charm'd  in  golden  fleepe, 
Thofe  Beldams  that  were  plac't  your  bed  to  keepe, 
All  drovvn'd  in  Lethe  (faue  your  downy  bed. 
White  fhetes,  and  pillow  where  you  reft  your  head) 
None  heares  or  fees ;  and  what  can  they  deuife. 
When  they  (heauen  knowes)  haue  neither  eares  nor 
eyes. 
Dan,     Befhrow   you    fir,    that   for   your    amorous 
pleafure 
Could  thus  fort  all  things,  perfon,  place,  and  leafure. 
Exclaime  I  could,  and  a  loud  vproare  keepe, 
But  that  you  fay  the  Crones  are  all  a  fleepe  : 
And  to  what  purpofe  fhould  I  raife  fuch  feare, 
My  voyce  being  foft,  they  fafl,  and  cannot  heare  % 
lup.     They  are  deafe  in  refl:,  then  gentle  fweet  ly 
further, 
If  you  fliould  call,  I  thus  your  voyce  would  murther, 
And  flrangle  with  my  kiffes. 

Dan.     Kiffes,  tufh. 
I'le  fmke  into  my  flieetes,  for  I  fhall  blufli. 
I'le  diue  into  my  bed. 

lup.     And  I  behind  ? 
No :  wer't  the  Ocean,  luch  a  gemme  to  find, 
I  would  diue  after. 

lupiter  puts  out  the  lights  and  makes  vnready. 
Dan.     Good  my  Lord  forbeare 
What  do  you  meane  ?  (oh  heauen)  is  no  man  neere, 
If  you  will  needs,  for  modeflies  chafl  law. 
Before  you  come  to  bed,  the  curtaines  draw, 
But  do  not  come,  you  fliall  not  by  this  light, 
If  you  but  offer' t,  I  fliall  cry  out  right. 
Oh  God,  how  hoarfe  am  I,  and  cannot  ?  fie 
Dajiae  thus  naked  and  a  man  fo  nye. 
Pray  leaue  me  fir  :  he  makes  vnready  flill, 
Well  I'le  euen  winke,  and  then  do  what  you  will 


70  The  golden  Age. 

T/ie  bed  is  drawne  in,  and  enter  the  Clowne  new  waJ^t. 

Clowne.  I  would  I  were  out  of  this  tower  of 
Brafle,  &  from  all  thefe  brazen  fac't  Beldams  :  if  we 
fliould  fidl  aflecpe,  and  the  King  come  and  take  vs 
napi)inp:,  where  were  we  1  My  Lord  flaies  long,  & 
the  night  growes  (hort,  the  thing  you  wot  of  hath  cofl 
him  a  Ample  fort  of  Jewels.  But  if  after  all  this  cofl, 
the  thing  you  wot  of  would  not  do  :  If  the  pedler 
fliould  fliew  himfelfe  a  pidler,  he  hath  brought  his  hogs 
to  a  faire  market.  Fye  vpon  it,  what  a  fnorting  for- 
ward and  backeward  thefe  Beldams  keep  ?  But  let 
them  (leepe  on,  fome  in  the  houfe  I  am  fure  are 
awake,  and  flirring  too,  or  I  miffe  my  aime.  Well, 
here  mufl  I  fit  and  waite  the  good  howre,  till  the  gate 
be  open,  and  futfer  my  eyes  to  do  that,  which  I  am 
fure  my  cloake  neuer  will,  that  is,  to  take  nap.     Exit. 

Enter  lupiter  and  Danae  in  her  night-gowne. 

JDanae,     Alaffe  my  Lord  I  neuer  lou'd  till  now. 
And  will  you  leaue  me  ? 

I2ip.     Beauteous  Qucene  I  mufl, 
But  thus  condition'd  ;  to  returne  againe. 
With  a  flrong  army  to  redeem  e  you  hence. 
In  fpight  of  Arges^  and  Acrifius, 
That  doom's  you  to  this  bondage. 

Danae.     Then  fare-well. 
No  fooner  meete  but  part  1     Remember  me  : 
For  you  great  Prince  I  neuer  fhall  forget  ! 
I  feare  you  haue  left  too  fure  a  token  with  me 
Of  your  remembrance. 

Iiip.     Danae,  be't  a  fonne. 
It  fhall  be  ours  when  we  haue  Arges  wonne. 

Danae.     But  fhould  you  faile  ? 

Iiip.     I  fooner  fhould  forget 
My  name,  my  (late,  then  faile  to  pay  this  debt. 
The  day-flarre  'gins  t'  appeare,  the  Beldams  flir. 
Ready  t'  vnlocke  the  gate,  faire  Queene  adue. 
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Da7i.     All  men  proue  falfe,  if  lone  be   found  vn- 
true.  Exit, 

lup.     My  man  ? 
Cloivn.     My  Lord. 

lup.     Some  cloud   to   couer   mee,  throw  or'e  my 
fhoulders 
Some  fhadovv  for  this  flate,  the  Crones  are  vp, 
And  waite  t'  vnprifon  vs,  nay  quickly  fellow. 

Clow.     Here  My  Lord,  cafl  your  old  cloake  about 
you. 

Enter  thefoure  Beldams  in  hajl. 

1.  Beld.  Where  be  thefe  Pedlers  %  nay  quickly,  for 
heauen  fake :  the  gate  is  open,  nay  when  %  fare-well 
my  honefl  friends,  and  do  our  humble  duties  to  the 
great  King  lupiter. 

lup.     King  lupiter  (hall  know  your  gratitude.  Fare- 
well. 

2.  Beld.     Nay,  when  I  fay  fare-well,  fare-well. 
Clow.     Farewell  good  Miniuers. 

Exeunt  diuers  waies. 


Actus.   5.      Scaen.   1. 

E?iter  Homer. 

Horn.     Faire  Da?iae  doth  his  richefl  lewell  weare. 
That  fonne  of  whom  the  Oracle  foretold 
Which  coft  both  mother  and  the  grand-fire  deare 
Whofe  fortunes  further  leafure  Hiall  vnfold  : 
Thinke  lupiter  return 'd  to  Creet  in  hall, 
To  leuy  armes  for  Daiiaes  free  releafe, 
(But  hindred)  till  the  time  be  fully  pad, 
For  Satume  once  more  will  diflurbe  his  peace. 
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A  (hujibc  JJiciv.     Enter  Ki?ig  Troos  and  Ganimed  7vit/i 

attcndcnts^  To  hini^  Saturnc   makes  fiiiie  for  aide^ 

J/ieioes  the  King   his   models^   /lis   inueiitions,    Ids 

feucrall  mcttals^  at  the  Jlrangnejfe  of  which  King 

IVoos  is  7?io?(ed,  cals  for  drutn,  and  collors^  a?id 

inarcJies  with  Saturn e. 

riie  exil'd  Satiirne  by  King  Troos  is  aided, 
Troos  that  gaue   Troy  her  name,  and  there  raigned 

King, 
Greet  by  the  helpe  of  Gajwned^s  inuaded, 
Euen  at  that  time  when  lone  fliould  fuccors  bring 
To  refcite  Danae,  and  that  warlike  power. 
Mufl  now  his  natiue  Teritories  guard, 
Which   fliould   haue   brought  her   from   the   brazen 

tower, 
(For  to  that  end  his  forces  were  prepar'd) 

We  grow  now  towards  our  port  and  wifhed  bay, 
Gentles  your  loue,  and  Homer  cannot  flray. 

Enter  Neptune  and  Pluto. 

Nep.     Whence  are  thefe  warlike  preparations, 
Made  by  the  King  our  brother. 

Plu.     'Tis  giuen  out, 
To  conquer  Arges.     But  my  fifler  Iiino 
Sufpe(5ls  fome  amorous  purpofe  in  the  King  % 

Nep.     And  blame  her  not,  the  faire  Europaes  rape, 
Brought  from  ^ge?ior,  and  the  Cadmian  rape, 
To  the  daughter  of  old  Liachus, 
Deflour'd  by  him  ;  the  louely  Semele, 
Faire  Leda  daughter  to  King  Tyndarus 
With  many  more,  may  breed  a  iufl  fufpe6l. 
Nor  hath  hee  fpar'd  faire  Ceres  Queene  of  Graine, 
Who  bare  to  him  the  bright  Proferpina. 
Such  fcapes  may  breed  iuft  feares,  &  what  knowes 

fhee 
But  thefe  are  to  furprife  faire  Danae. 
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Sound.     Enter  lupiter,  Archas,  with  drum  and 
fouldicrs. 

lup.    Arme  royall  brothers,  Creefs  too  fmall  an  He, 
To  comprehend  our  greatneffe,  we  mufl  adde 
Arges  and  Greece  to  our  Dominions. 
And  all  the  petty  Kingdomes  of  the  earth, 
Shall  pay  their  homage  vnto  Saturnes  fonne, 
This  day  wee'l  take  a  miifler  of  our  forces, 
And  forward  make  for  Arges. 

Archas.     All  Archadia 
Affemble  to  this  purpofe. 

lup.     Then  fet  on. 
The  Eagle  in  our  enfigne  wee'l  difplay, 
loue  and  his  fortunes  guide  vs  m  our  way. 

Efiter  King  Mellifeus. 

Melli.      Whether  intends   the   King   this   warhke 
march  ? 

lup.     For  Arges  and  Acrifnis. 

Melli.     Rather  guard, 
Your  natiue  confines,  fee  vpon  your  Coafl, 
Saturne  with  thirty  thoufand  Troians  landed 
And  in  his  aid  King  Troos  and  Ganimed. 

lup.     In  neuer  worfe  time  could  the  Tyrant  come 
Then  now,  to  breake  my  faith  with  Danae. 
Oh  beauteous  loue,  I  feare  Acriftics  ire 
Will  with  feuereft  cenfure  chafLice  thee, 
And  thou  wilt  deeme  me  faithleffe  and  vnkinde 
For  promife-breach,  (but  what  we  mufl.  we  mufl.) 
Come  valiant  Lords,  wee'l  firfl.  our  owne  defend 
Ere  againfl.  forreine  climes  our  arme  extend. 

Sownd.     Enter  with  drum  a7id  colours.,   King  Troos, 
Saturne,  Ganimed,  with  other  Lords  and  attejidants. 

Sat.      Degenerate  boyes,   bafe    baflards,   not    my 
fonnes, 
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Behold  the  death  wc  thrcatncd  in  your  Cradles 
We  come  to  giuc  you  now.     Sec  licrc  King  Troos 
In  pitty  of  dci)ore(l  Satiirncs  wrongs, 
Is  come  in  perfon  to  chaflice  your  pride, 
And  be  the  heauens  rclcntlcrfe  luflicer. 

////.     Not  againd  Saiurne  as  a  Father,  we, 
But  as  a  murderer,  lift  our  oppofite  hands. 
Nature  and  heauen  giucs  vs  this  priuiledge, 
To  guard  our  Hues  gainfl  tyrants  and  inuaders, 
That  claime  we,  as  we're  men,  we  would  but  Hue  : 
Then  take  not  from  vs,  what  you  cannot  giue. 

Tro.     Where  hath  not  Saturns  fame  abrode  bene 
fpred 
For  many  vfes  he  hath  giuen  to  man  ; 
As  Nauigation,  Tillage,  Archery, 
Weapons  and  gold  %  yet  you  for  all  thefe  vfes 
Depriue  him  of  his  kingdome. 

Plut.     We  but  faue 
Our  Innocent  bodies  from  th'  abortiue  graue. 

A^ep.     We  are  his  fonnes,  let  Satiirne  be  content 
To  let  vs  keepe  what  Heauen  and  Nature  lent. 

Gajii.     Thofe  filiall  duties  you  fo  much  forget 
We  come  to  teach  you.     Royall  Kings  to  amies, 
Giue  Ga7iimed  the  onfet  of  this  battell. 
That  being  a  fonne  knowes  how  to  le6lure  them, 
And  chaflice  their  tranfgreffions. 

Sat.     Ganimedy 
It  fhall  be  fo,  powre  out  your  fpleene  and  rage 
On  our  proud  Iffue.     Let  the  thirfly  foyle 
Of  barren  Greet  quaffe  their  degenerate  blouds, 
And  furfeit  in  their  fmnes.     All  Saturnes  hopes 
And  fortunes  are  ingag'd  vpon  this  day. 
It  is  our  laft,  and  all,  bee't  our  endeuour 
To  win't  for  ay,  or  elfe  to  loofe  it  euer. 

Alarme,     The  battels  ioyne,  the  Troians  are  reputjl. 
Enter  Troos  and  Saturne. 

Tro.     Our  Troians  are  repul'ft,  wher's  Gammed  % 
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Sat.     Amid'fl  the  throng  of  weapons,  ailing  won- 
ders. 
Twice  did  I  call  alowd  to  haue  him  flye, 
And  twice  he  fwore  he  had  vow'd  this  day  to  dye. 

Troos.     Let's  make  vp  to  his  refcue. 

Sat.     Tufli,  tis  vaine. 
To  feeke  to  Hiue  him  we  fhall  loofe  our  felues. 
The  day  is  loft,  and  Ganimed  lofl  too 
Without  diuine  affi fiance.     Hye  my  Lord 
Vnto  your  fhippes,  no  fafety  Hues  a  land, 
Euen  to  the  Oceans  margent  we  are  purfu'd, 
Then  faue  your  felfe  by  fea. 

Tj'oos.     Greet  thou  haft  wonne   . 
My  thirty  thoufand  Souldiers,  and  my  Sonne, 
Come,  let's  to  fea.  Fxif. 

Sat.     To  fea  mufl  Satiirfie  too, 
To  whom  all  good  flarres  are  flill  oppofite. 
My  Crowne  I  firfl  bought  with  my  infants  blond, 
Not  long  enioy'd,  till  Tyta7t  wrefled  it ; 
Re-purchafl,  and  re-lofl  by  Jupiter. 
Thefe  horrid  mifchiefes  that  haue  crown'd  our  brows, 
Haue  bred  in  vs  fuch  flrange  diflemprature, 
That  we  are  growne  deie6led  and  forlorne. 
Our  bloud  is  chang'd  to  Inke,  our  haires  to  quils, 
Our  eyes  halfe  buried  in  our  quechy  plots. 
Confumptions  and  cold  agues  haue  deuour'd 
And  eate  vp  all  our  flefli,  leauing  behinde 
Nought  faue  the  Image  of  defpaire  and  death  : 
And  Saturne  fliall  to  after  ages  be 
That  flarre,  that  fliall  infufe  dull  melancholy. 
To  Italy  I'le  flye,  and  there  abide, 
Till  diuine  powers  my  place  aboue  prouide.  Exit. 

Alarme.     Etiter  Ganimed  compajl  in  with  foMiers,  to 
them  lupiter,  Neptune,  Pluto,  Archas,  Mellifeus. 

flip.     Yeeld  noble  Troian,  ther's  not  in  the  field 
One  of  thy  Nation  lifts  a  hand  faue  thee. 

Ga?u.     Why  that's  my  honour,  when  alone  I  fland 
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Gaind  thcc  and  all  the  forces  of  thy  land. 

Lip.     I  loue  thy  valour,  and  would  woo  thy  friend- 
fliip, 
Go  freely  where  thou  wilt,  and  ranfomleffe. 

Gan.  Why  that's  no  gift :  I  am  no  prifoner, 
And  therefore  owe  no  ranfome,  hauing  breath, 
Know  I  haue  vow'd  to  yeeld  to  none  faue  death. 

lup.     I  wifli  thee  nobly  Troian,  and  fince  fauour 
Cannot  attaine  thy  love,  I'le  try  conclufions. 
And  fee  if  I  can  purchafe  it  with  blowes. 

Gan.     Now  fpeak'fl  thou  like  the  noblefl  of  my 
foes. 

Tup.     Stand  all  a-part,  and  Princes  girt  vs  round. 

Gan.     I  loue  him  befl,  whofe  flrokes  can  lowdefl 
found. 

Alar  me ^  they  fight ^  and  loofing  their  iveapons  embrace. 

lup.     I  haue  thee,  and  will  keep  thee. 

Gan.     Not  as  prifoner. 

lup.     A  prifoner  to  my  loue,  elfe  thou  art  free, 
My  bofome  friend,  for  fo  I  honour  thee. 

Gan.      I    am    conquer'd    both     by    Armes     and 
Courtefie. 

Nept.     The  day  is   ours,    Troos  and   K.    Saturn's 
fled. 
And  lupiter  remaines  fole  conquerour. 

Plu.     Peace   with   her  golden  wings    houers    ore 
Creet^ 
Frighting  hence  difcord  and  remorflefie  warre : 
Will  lupiter  make  up  for  Arges  now? 

Mell.     Winter  drawes  on,  the  fea's  vn-nauigable. 
To  tranfport  an  Army.     There  attends  without 
A  Lord  of  Ar^es, 

lup.     Bring  him  to  our  prefence. 

Enter  Arges, 

How  (lands  it  with  the  beauteous  Danae  ? 

Arg.  L.     As  one  diflrefl  by  Fate,  and  miferable. 
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Of  K.  Acrifius^  and  his  Fort  of  braffe, 

Daiiaes  inclofure,  and  her  Beldam  guard, 

Who  but  hath  heard  %   yet  through  thefe  brafen  walles 

Loue  hath  broke  in,  and  made  the  maide  a  mother 

Of  a  faire  fonne,  which  when  Acrifius  heard, 

Her  female  guard  vnto  the  fier  hee  doomes, 

His  daughter,  and  the  infant  prince  her  fonne, 

He  puts  into  a  maflles  boat  to  fea. 

To  proue  the  rigor  of  the  flormy  wanes. 

lup.     Acrifius^  Arges,  and  the  world  fhall  know 
loue  hath  beene  wrong'd  in  this  :  her  further  fortunes 
Canfl  thou  relate  1 

Arges  L.     I  can.     As  farre  as  Naples 
The  friendly  winds  her  maflleffe  boat  tranfports, 
There  fuccourd  by  a  curteous  Fifher-man 
Shee's  firft  releeu'd,  and  after  that  prefented 
To  King  Pelonnus^  who  at  this  time  reignes  : 
Who  rauifht  with  her  beauty,  crownes  her  Queene, 
And  deckes  her  with  th'  Imperiall  robes  of  flate. 

lup.     What  we  haue  fcanted  is  fupply'd  by  fate. 
Here   then   ceafe   Armes,   and   now   court    amorous 

peace 
With  folemne  triumphes,  and  deere  Gammed^ 
Be  henceforth  cal'd  The  friend  of  lupiter. 
And  if  the  Fates  hereafter  crowne  our  browes 
With  diuine  honours,  as  we  hope  they  fhall, 
Wee'l  ftyle  thee  by  the  name  of  Cup-bear er. 
To  fill  vs  heauenly  Ne6tar,  as  faire  Hehe 
Shall  do  the  like  to  luno  our  bright  Queene. 
Here  end  the  pride  of  our  mortality. 
Opinion,  that  makes  Gods,  mufl  flyle  vs  higher. 
The  next  you  fee  vs,  we  in  flate  mufl  fhine. 
Eternized  with  honours  more  diuine.       Exeunt  omnes. 

Enter  Homer. 

Homer.     Of  Danae  Perfeus  was  that  night  begot, 
Perfeus  that  fought  with  the  Gorgonian  fhield, 
Whofe  fortunes  to  purfue  Time  fuffers  not. 
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For  that,  wc  liauc  prc]iar'(l  an  ampler  field. 

l.ikewifc  how  louc  with  faire  Alcmcna  lay  : 

Oi  Hercules^  and  of  his  famous  decds^t 

How  Pluto  did  faii'c  Profcrpinc  betray  : 

Of  thefe  my  Miife  (now  trauel'd)  next  j^roceedes. 

Yet  to  kee])e  ])romife,  ere  we  further  wade, 

The  ground  of  ancient  Poems  you  fliall  fee  : 

And  how  thefe  (firfl  borne  mortall)  Gods  were  made, 

By  vertue  of  diuinefl  Poefie. 

The  Fates,  to  whom  the  Heathen  yecld  all  power, 

Whofe  doomes  are  writ  in  marble,  to  endure, 

Haue  fummon'd  Satiwjics  three  fonnes  to  their  Tower, 

To  them  the  three  Dominions  to  affure 

Of  Heauen,  of  Sea,  of  Hell.     How  thefe  are  fcand, 

Let  none  decide  but  fuch  as  vnderfland. 

Sound  a  dumbe  Jhew,  Enter  the  three  fatall  fijlers^ 
with  a  rocke^  a  threed^  and  a  paire  of  Jheeres  ; 
bringing  in  a  Gloabe,  in  which  they  put  three  lots. 
lupiter  drawes  heaue7i  :  at  which  Iris  defcends 
and  prefents  him  with  his  Eagle,  Crowne  and 
Scepter,  and  his  thunder-bolt.  lM\)\\.er  Jirjl  afce?ids 
vpon  the  Eagle,  afid  after  him  Ganimed. 

To  lupiter  doth  high  Olimpus  fall, 

Who  thunder  and  the  trifulke  lightning  beares. 

Dreaded  of  all  the  reft  in  generall  : 

He  on  a  Princely  Eagle  mounts  the  Spheares. 

Sound.  Neptune  drawes  the  Sea,  is  inounted  vpon  a 
fea-horfe,  a  Roabe  a?id  Trident,  with  a  crowne  are 
given  him  by  the  Fates. 

Neptu7ie  is  made  the  Lord  of  all  the  Seas, 
His  Mace  a  Trident,  and  his  habite  blew. 
Hee  can  make  Tempefts,  or  the  wanes  appeafe, 
And  vnto  him  the  Sea-men  are  ftill  true. 

Sound,  Thunder  and  Tempefl.  Enter  at  \feuerall  cor- 
ners the  4  winds  :    Neptune  rifeth  difiurVd :  the 
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Fates  bring  tJie  4   winds  in  a  c/iaine,  6^  prefent 
them  to  JEolus,  as  their  Ki7tg. 

And  for  the  winds,  thefe  brothers  that  flill  warre, 
Should  not  diflurbe  his  Empire,  the  three  Fates 
Bring  them  to  JEolus^  chain'd  as  they  are, 
To;be  inclof'd  in  caues  with  brazen  gates. 

Sound.  Phito  drawes  hell:  the  Fates  put  vpon  him  a 
burning  Foabe,  and  prefent  him  with  a  Mace,  and 
burning  crowne. 

Plutds  made  Eraperour  of  the  Ghofts  below. 
Where  with  his  black  guard  he  in  darknes  raignes, 
Commanding  hell,  where  Styx  and  Lethe  flow, 
And  murderers  are  hang'd  vp  in  burning  chaines. 
But  leaning  thefe  :  to  your  iudiciall  fpirits 
I  mufl  appeale,  and  to  your  wonted  grace, 
To  know  from  you  what  ey-leffe  Homer  merits, 
Whom  you  haue  power  to  banifh  from  this  place, 
But  if  you  fend  me  hence  vncheckt  with  feare. 
Once  more  I'l  dare  vpon  this  Stage  t'appeare. 
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To  the  Reader. 


proceede 
grace,  to 


Et  not  the  Title  of  this  booke  I  en- 
treate  bee  any  weakening  of  his  worth, 
in  the  generall  opinion.  Though  wee 
begunne  with  Gold^  follow  with  Sihier, 
with  Brajfe,  and  purpofe  by  Gods 
end  with  Iron.  I  hope  the  declining 
Titles  fhall  no  whit  blemifh  the  reputation  of 
the  Workes  :  but  I  rather  truft  that  as  thofe 
Mettals  decreafe  in  valew,  fo  ^  contrario,  their 
books  fhall  encreafe  in  fubflance,  weight,  and 
eftimation.  In  this  we  haue  giuen  Hercules 
birth  and  life  :  In  the  next  wee  fhall  lend  him 
honour  and  death.  Courteous  Reader,  it  hath 
bene  my  ferious  labour,  it  now  onely  attends  thy 
charitable  cenfure. 


Thine, 


T,    H, 


G  2 


Dramatis  Perfonae. 


H( 

D  M  E  R. 

Acrifius. 

Q.  A  urea. 

Prdiis. 

Andromeda. 

Bellerophon. 

Alcmena. 

Perfeus. 

Iimo. 

Danaus. 

Iris. 

lupite^'. 

Galantis. 

Ganimed. 

Hypodamia. 

Amphitrio. 

Ceres. 

Soda. 

Proferpine. 

Eurijleus. 

Semele. 

Heracles. 

Tellus. 

Thefeiis. 

Arethufa. 

Perithous. 

A  Guard. 

Phil  Deletes. 

2.  Captaines. 

Mercury. 

6.  Centaur es. 

Tritoji. 

Seruingmen. 

Pluto. 

Swaines. 

Cerberus. 

Theban  Ladies. 

Rhadamantus. 

Thefeuefi  Planets 

Afculaphics, 

Furies. 

The  Siluer  Ap-e. 


Aclus  I.    Sccena  I. 


Enter  Homer. 


Fncc    moderne    Authors,    moderne    things 

haue  trac't, 
Serching  our  Chronicles  from  end  to  end, 
And  all  knowne  Hiflories  haue  long  bene 
grac't. 
Bootleffe  it  were  in  them  our  time  to  fpend 
To  iterate  tales  oftentimes  told  ore. 
Or  fubie<fls  handled  by  each  common  pen ; 
In  which  euen  they  that  can  but  read  (no  more) 
Can  poynt  before  we  fpeake,  how,  where,  and  when 
We  haue  no  purpofe  :  Homer  old  and  blinde. 
Of  eld,  by  the  befl  iudgements  tearm'd  diuine, 
That  in  his  former  labours  found  you  kinde, 
Is  come  the  ruder  cenfures  to  refine  : 
And  to  vnlocke  the  Casket  long  time  fliut, 
Of  which  none  but  the  learned  keepe  the  key, 
Where  the  rich  lewell  {Poefic)  was  put. 
She  that  firfi.  fearch't  the  Heauens,  Earth,  Ayre,  and 

Sea. 
We  therefore  begge,  that  fmce  fo  many  eyes. 
And  feuerall  iudging  wits  mufl  taile  our  llile. 
The  learn'd  will  grace,  the  ruder  not  defpife  : 
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Since  what  we  do,  we  for  their  vfe  compile. 

Why  fliould  not  Horner^  he  that  taught  in  Greece, 

Vnto  tliis  iudging  Nation  lend  like  skill. 

And  into  EngUmdhnxig  that  golden  Fleece, 

For  which  his  country  is  renowned  (lill. 

'J'he  Golden  paR,  The  Siluer  age  begins 

In  Iitpiter,  whofe  fonne  of  Da7iae  borne, 

We  firfl  prefent,  and  how  Acrifius  finnes 

Were  punifh't  for  his  cruelty  and  fcorne. 
We  enter  where  we  left,  and  fo  proceed, 
(Your  fauour  flill,  for  that  mufl  helpe  at  need) 

Alarm e.  Enter  with  vi^ory,  K.  Pretus^  Bellero- 
phon,  brmgi?ig  tfi  K.  Acrijius  prifoner^  drum  and 
colours. 

Pi'etiis.     Now  you  that  trufled  to   your   Darreine 
flrength, 
The  brazen  tower  that  earfl  inclos'd  thy  childe, 
Stand'ft  at  our  grace,  a  captiue,  and  we  now 
Are  Arges  King,  where  thou  vfurp'fl  fo  late. 

Acrifius.     Tis  not  thy  power  King  Pretus^  but  our 
rigor 
Againll  my  daughter,  and  the  Prince  her  fonne, 
(Thus    punifh't    by   the    heauens)   haue   made  thee 
vi6lor. 

Pretus.     Twas  by  thy  valor,  braue  Bellerophon, 
That  took'fl  Acrifinis  prifoner  hand  to  hand. 

Beller.     The  duty  of  a  feruice  and  a  feruant 
I  haue  exprefl  to  Pretus. 

Pretus.     By  thy  valor. 
We  reigne  fole  King  of  Arges,  where  our  brother 
Hath  tyrannis'd,  and  now  thefe  brazen  walles, 
Built  to  immure  a  faire  and  innocent  maide. 
Shall  be  thine  owne  layle.     Gyue  his  legges  in  Irons, 
Till  we  determine  further  of  his  death. 

Acrifiius.     Oh  Danae,  when  I  rude  and  pittileffe 
Threw  thee  with  thy  yong  infant,  to  the  mercy 
Of  the  rough  billowes,  in'  a  maflleffe  boat, 
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I  then  incur'd  this  vengeance.     Jupiter, 
VVhofe  father  in  thofe  blefl.  and  happy  dayes 
I  fcorn'd  to  be,  or  ranke  him  in  my  hne, 
Hath  chaflis'd  me  for  my  harQi  cruelty. 

Pretus.     We  are  loiies  rod,  and  we  will  execute 
The  doome  of  heauen  with  all  feuerity  : 
Such  mercy  as  thy  guardian  Beldams  had, 
(Who  for  the  loue  of  Danae  felt  the  fire) 
Thou  fhalt  receiue  from  vs.     Away  with  him. 

Acrifms  is  kd  bound,  and  enters  Q.  Aurea. 

Aur.     Why  doth  K.  Pretus  lead  his  brother  bound, 
And  keepe  a  greater  foe  in  liberty  ? 
This,  this,  thou  mofl  vnchafl  Bellerophon, 
And  canil  thou  blufhleffe  gaze  me  in  the  face  % 
Whom  thou  fo  lately  didft  attempt  to  force, 
Or  front   the   Prince   thy   maifler   with   fuch   impu- 
dence, 
Whofe  reuerent  bed  thou  hafl  pradlis'd  to  defile. 

Belter.     Madame,  my  Lord. 

Aurea.     Heare  not  th'adulterers  tongue, 
Who   though    he   had  not   power    to    charme  mine 

eares. 
Yet  may  inchaunt  thine. 

Pretus.     Beauteous  Aurea, 
If  I  can  proue  by  witneffe  that  rude  pra<5life, 
His  life  and  tortures  Il'e  commit  to  thee. 

Aurea.     What   greater  witneffe   then    Q.   AurecCs 
teares  ? 
Or  why  Ihould  I  hate  you  Bellerophon, 
That  (faue  this  pra6life)  neuer  did  me  wrong  % 

Belter.     Oh  woman,  when  thou  art  giuen  vp  to  fin 
And  fhameleffe  lufls,  what  brazen  impudence, 
Hardens  thy  brow  % 

Aurea.     Shall  I  haue  right  of  him  ? 

Pret.     Thou  fhalt :  yet  let  me  tell  my  Aurea  : 
This  knight  hath  feru'd  me  from  his  infancy, 
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Bcene  partner  of  my  breafl  and  fecret  thoughts  : 

His  fword  hath  bccnc  the  f^iiardian  of  my  flatc,      ^ 

And  by  tlic  vcrtue  of  his  Rrong  right  liand, 

I  am  poffeR  of  Argcs.     I  could  rcadc  thee 

A  Clironiclc  of  his  great  fcruiccs 

Frefli  in  my  tlioughts,  then  giue  me  leaue  to  paufe, 

Ere  I  pronounce  fad  fentence  of  his  deatli. 

Aurea.     Grant  me  my  L.  but  a  few  priuate  words 
With  this  diffembhng  hypocrite  :  Il'e  tell  him 
Such  inflance  of  his  heynous  enterprife, 
Shall  make  him  blufh,  and  with  efeminate  teares, 
PubliHi  his  riotous  wrongs  againfl.  your  bed. 

Pretus.     We  grant  your  priuacy. 

Aurea.     Neare  vs  Bellerophoii. 

Beller,     Oh  woman,  woman. 

Aurea.     We   are   alone,   yet   wilt  thou   grant   me 
loue, 
Put  me  in  hope,  and  fay  the  time  may  come, 
And  my  excufe  to  Pretus  fliall  vnfay, 
Tkefe  loud  exclaimes,  and  blanch  this  ALthiop  fcan- 

dall. 
As  white  as  is  thy  natiue  innocence  : 
Loue  mee,  oh  loue  mee,  my  Bellerophon 
I  figh  for  thee,  I  mourne,  I  die  for  thee, 
Giue  me  an  anfwere  fwift  and  peremptory  ; 
Gaine  by  thy  grant,  life  ;  thy  deniall,  death. 
Wilt  thou  take  time  and  limite  mee  fome  hope 
By  pointing  me  an  houre  % 

Belleropk.     Neuer,  oh  neuer. 
Firfl  fhall  the  Sun-god  in  the  Ocean  quench. 
The  daies  bright  fire,  and  o're  the  face  of  heauen 
Spread  euerlafling  darkneffe. 

Aurea.     Say  no  more. 
Dogge,  deuill,  euen  before  my  husbands  face 
Darfl.  court  me,  Pretus  canfl  thou  fuffer  this  % 
Iniurious  Traytor,  think'fl  thou  my  chafl  innocence, 
Is  to  bee  mou'd  with  praifes,  or  brib'd  by  promifes  ? 
Hath  the  King  hir'd  thee  to  corrupt  his  bed  % 


The  Sihier  Age.  89 

Or  is  he  of  tliat  flauifli  fufferance, 
Before  his  face  to  fee  mee  llrumpeted  1 
Pretus^  by  heaiien,  and  all  the  Gods  I  vow, 
To  abiure  thy  prefence,  and  confine  my  felfe 
To  lafling  widdow-hood,  vnleffe  with  rigor 
Thou  chaRice  this  fiilfe  groome. 

Pretus.     Bellerophon 
Thou  had  prelum' d  too  much  vpon  our  loue, 
And  made  too  flight  account  of  our  high  power 
In  which  thy  life  or  death  is  circumfcrib'd. 

Beller.     My  Lord,  I  fhould  tranfgreffe  a  Subiedls 
duty, 
To  lay  the  leafl  groffe  imputation 
Vpon  the  Queene,  my  beauteous  Souerainteffe, 
And  rather  then  to  queflion  her  chafle  vertues 
I  laie  my  felfe  ope  to  the  flridlell  doome, 
My  feruice  hath  bene  yours,  fo  fhall  my  life, 
I  yeeld  it  to  you  freely. 

Pretus.     A  ureas  teares. 
Contend  with  thy  fuppofed  innocence 
And  haue  the  vpper  hand  :  to  fee  thee  die 
My  fetled  loue  will  not  endure  :  but  worfe 
Then  death  can  bee,  we  doome  thy  infolence  ; 
Go  hence  an  exile,  and  returne  no  more 
Vpon  thy  Knight -hood,  but  expofe  thy  felfe 
Vnto  to  thatmonRrous  beafl  of  Cicily, 
Cal'd  the  Chimera,  t'hath  a  Lyons  head. 
Goats  belly,  and  a  poyfonous  Dragons  traine. 
Fight   with   that   bead,   whom    Hoails   cannot  with- 

fland, 
And  feede,  what  Armies  cannot  fatisfie. 
My  doom's  irreuocable. 

Beller.     For  all  my  feruice 
A  feire  reward,  but  by  my  innocence, 
Vertues,  and  all  my  honours  attributes. 
That  fauadge  Monfter  I  will  feede,  or  foile. 
Die  by  his  iawes,  or  bring  home  honoured  fpoile. 

Aurea.     Yet,  yet,  thy  body  meedes  a  better  graue, 
And  kill  not  mee  too,  whom  thy  grant  may  iaue. 
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Bdler.     A    thoufand    fierce    C/ii?ncrac^s    firfl    Tie 
fcedc, 
Ere  flaine  mine  honour  with  that  damned  deed. 

Aiirca.     Againe  to   tempt  me,  hence  bafe  traytor 
flie, 
And  as  thy  guilt's  meede,  by  that  monfler  die. 

Pretus.     Away  with  him,  'tis  our  milde  fufferance 
Begets  this  impudence,  come  beauteous  Aurea 
I'hou  flialt  bee  full  reuenged,  I  know  him  honourable 
In  this,  and  will  performe  that  enterprife 
Which  in  one  death  brings  many  ;  let  vs  now 
Inioy  our  conquefls,  hee  fliall  foone  bee  dead. 
That  with  bafe  fleights  fought  to  corrupt  our  bed. 

Enter  Perfeus,  Afidroineda^  and  Danaus. 

Perfeits.     There  flay  our  fwift  and  winged  Pegafus, 
And  on  the  flowers  of  this  faire  Medow  grafe, 
Thou  that  firft  flewfl  out  of  the  Gofgons  bloud, 
Whofe  head  wee  by  Mineruaes  aide  par'd  off, 
And  fince  haue  fixt  it  on  our  Chriflall  fheild. 
This  head  that  had  the  power  to  change  to  flone, 
All  that  durfl  gaze  vpon't ;  and  being  plac't  here 
Retaines  that  power  to  whom  it  is  vncac'd  : 
Hath  changed  great  Atlas  to  a  Mount  fo  high, 
That  with  his  flioulders  hee  fupports  the  skie. 

Dana.     Perfeiis,  great  fonne  of  loue  and  Danae, 
Famous  for  your  atchieuements  through  the  world 
Mineruaes  fauorite,  Goddeffe  of  Wifedome, 
And  husband  of  the  fweete  Andromeda. 
Whom  you  fo  late  from  the  Sea-monfter  freed. 
After  fo  many  deedes  of  Fame  and  Honour, 
Shall  we  returne  to  fee  our  mother  Da7iae  % 

Perfeus.     Deere  brother    Da?iaus^   the    renowned 
iffue 
Of  King  Pellonus  that  in  Naples  raignes, 
Where  beauteous  Danae  is  created  Queene, 
Thither  I'le  beare  the  faire  Andromeda 
To  fee  our  Princely  mother. 
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Aiidro.     Royall  Perfeus, 
Truely  defcended  from  the  line  of  Gods, 
Since  by  the  flaughter  of  that  monflrous  Whale, 
You  freed  me  from  that  rocke  where  I  was  fixt 
To  be  deuoured  and  made  the  Monflers  prey, 
And  after  wonne  me  from  a  thoufand  hands 
By  Phineus  arme,  that  was  my  firfl  betroathed, 
Ingrate  were  I  your  fellowfhip  to  fliunne 
Whom  by  the  force  of  Armes  you  twice  haue  won. 

Enter  Bellerophon. 

Perfeus.      Towards   Naples  then,    but    foft,    what 
Knight's  that 
So  paffionately  deie6l  %     Let  vs  falute  him, 
Whence  are  you  gentle  Knight  % 

Beller.     I  am  of  Arges. 

Perfeus.     But  your  aduenture  1 

Beller.     The  infernall  Monfler, 
Cal'd  the  Chi7nera  bred  in  Cicily. 

Perfeus.     Thou  canfl  not  flake  thy  life  againfl  fuch 
oddes, 
And  not  be  generoufly  deriu*d,  I  Perfeus 
The  fonne  of  loue  and  Danae.  offer  thee 
Affiflance  to  this  noble  enterprife. 

Beller.     Are    you    the    noble    Perfeus    whom  the 
world 
Crownes  with  fuch  praife  and  royall  hardineffe  % 
Fam'd    for   your    winged   fteed,    and    your    Gorgons 

fheild, 
And  for  releafe  of  faire  Andromeda  ? 

Perf.     Wee  Perfeus  are,  and  this  Andromeda^ 
King  Cepheus  daughter,  refcued  by  our  fword, 
The  keene-edged  harpe. 

Beller.     Let  me  do  you  honours 
Worthy  your  State,  and  tell  fuch  newes  withall 
As  fhall  diflurbe  the  quiet  of  your  thoughts, 
I  am  of  Arges  where  Acrifius  raigned. 

Perf.     Our  Grand-fire,  and  raignes  flill. 
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licikr.     His  brotlicr  IVdiis 
Hath  caR  liim  both  of  flile  and  kingdomc  too, 
Nor  let  Bi'Ilcrophon  himfclfc  belie, 
It  was  by  vertue  of  this  flrong  right  anne 
Which  he  hath  thus  reciuited,  to  expofe  me 
Vnto  this  flrange  aducnture,  the  full  circumflance 
I  fliall  relate  at  leafure. 

Pet'f.     Dares  King  Pretus 
Depofe  Acrifms,  knowing  Pcrfcus  Hues? 
Guide  me  faire  Knight  vnto  my  place  of  birth. 
Where  the  great  Xing  of  Argcs  hues  cai)tiu'd, 
That  I  may  glaze  my  harpe  in  the  bloud 
Of  Tyrant  Pretus. 

Beller.     I  am  fworne  by  oath 
To  dare  the  rude  Cyd/m?i  MonRer  firfl, 
Whom  hauing  flaine,  I'le  guide  you  to  the  refcue 
Of  K.  Acn'fius. 

Perfeus.     Thou  hafl  fir'd  our  bloud, 
And  Rartled  all  our  fpirits  Belle7'opJion^ 
Wee'l  mount  our  Pcgafus,  and  through  the  ayre 
Beare  thee,  vnto  that  fell  Chimeraes  den  : 
And  in  the  flaughter  of  that  monflrous  beafl 
Affift  thy  valour.     Thence  to  Arges  flye. 
Where  by  our  fword  th'vfurper  next  mufl  dye. 

Bdler.     We    are    proud    of   your   affillance,   and 
withall 
Affur'd  of  Conqueft. 

Perfeus.     Faire  Andromeda., 
Danaus  fhall  be  your  guardian  towards  Arges, 
Where  after  this  atchieuement  we  will  meet, 
To  giue  our  grand-fire  freedome.     Come,  lets  part. 
We  through  the  ayre,  you  towards  Darreine  towre, 
Where  Tragicke  mine  Pretus  fhall  deuoure.      Exeunt. 

Enter  K.  Pretus,  and  Q.  Au7'ea. 

Pretus.     Aurea,  we  were  too  hafty  in  our  doome, 
To  loofe  that  knight,  whofe  arme  prote6led  vs, 
Whofe  fame  kept  all  our  neighbour  Kings  in  awe : 
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Nor  was  our  (late  confirm'd,  but  in  his  life. 

Aurea.     Let  Traitors  perifli,   and  their  plots    de- 
cay, 
And  we  ilill  by  diuine  affiRance  fway. 

Pretus.     But   fay  fome  Prince  fhould  plot  Acrifiu^^ 
refcue, 
Inuade  great  Argcs^  or  fiege  Darreine  tower, 
Then  fhould  we  wifli  Bcllerophon  againe, 
To  expofe  their  fury,  and  their  pride  reflraine. 

Aurea.     To  cut  off  all  thefe  feares,  cut  off  Acri-^ 
fills, 
Appeare  to  him  a  brother  full  as  mercileffe 
As  he  a  cruell  father  to  his  childe, 
The  beauteous  Danae  and  her  infant  fonne. 

Pretus.     Onely  his  ruine  muft  fecure  our  flate. 
And  he  fliall  dye  to  cut  off  future  claime 
Vnto  this  populous  kingdome  we  enioy. 
Our  guard,  command  our  captiue  brother  hither, 
Whom  we  this  day  muft  fentence.     Oh  BdleropJwn  ! 
Thy  wrongs  I  halfe  fufpedl  thy  doome  :  Repent, 
Since  all  thy  a6ls  proclaime  thee  innocent. 

Acrifiius  brought  in  by  the  guard. 
Guar.     Behold  the  King  your  brother. 
Pretus.     We  thus  fentence 
Thy  life  Acrifius,  thou  that  hadfl  the  heart 
To  thrufl  thy  childe  into  a  maflleffe  boate  ; 
With  a  faire  hopefull  Prince,  vnto  the  fury 
And  rage  of  the  remorfleffe  windes  and  waues  : 
To  doome  thefe  innocent  Ladies  to  the  fire, 
That  were  her  faultleffe  guardians,  the  like  fentence 
Receiue  from  vs  :  We  doome  thee  imminent  death 
Without  delay  or  paufe.     Beare  to  the  blocke 
The  tyrant,  he  that  could  not  vfe  his  raigne 
With  clemency,  we  thus  hfs  rage  reflraine. 

Acrif.     Thou  fhew'fl  thy  felfe  in  rigor  pittifull, 
And  full  of  mercy  in  thy  cruelty, 
To  take  away  that  life,  which  to  enioy 
Were  many  deaths,  hauing  my  Danac  lofl 


94  The  Sillier  Age. 

With  her  fonne  Perfeiis  :  hauing  lofl  my  kingdome, 
All  throiigli  the  vaine  fcares  of  Prophctike  fpelles  : 
Wliy  fliould  I  wifli  a  wretched  hfe  to  faue, 
That  may  refl  hai)py  in  a  peaceful!  graue  1 

AflouriJJi  and  ajhout.     Enter  a  gentleman. 

Pre.     What  fliout  is  that  %  the  proie(fl  ? 

Gentl.     Strange  and  admirable. 
Bellerophon  and  a  braue  flranger  knight, 
Both  crownd  in  bloud  in  the  Chimeraes  fpoyle, 
Haue  cleft  the  ayre  on  a  fwift  winged  fleede, 
And  in  your  Court  alighted ;  both  their  fwords 
Bath'd  in  the  Serpents  bloud,  they  brandifh  flill, 
As  if  they  yet  fome  monfler  had  to  kill. 

Pretus.     Belleropho7i  return'd  %     Thou  hafl  amaz'd 
vs. 

Enter  Perfeus,  Danaus,  and  Bellerophon,  with  Andro- 
meda. Kill  Pretus  and  Aurea,  beat  away  the  rejl 
of  the  guard. 

Perfeus.     One   monfler    (then   the   rude    Chimere 
more  fell) 
That's  Pretus^  Danaes  fonne  mufl  fend  to  hell. 
Pretus.     Treafon.     Our  guard. 
Perfeus.     Lines   there    a   man,  the   tyrant    Pretus 
dead, 
Saith  that  the  Crowne  fhall  not  inuefl  his  head  % 
All.     We  all  fland  for  the  King  Acriftus. 
Perf.     Then  by  this  generall  fuffrage  once   more 
raigne. 
Since  by  our  hand  th'vfurper  here  lyes  flaine. 

Acriftus.     Our   hopeleffe    life,    and    new  inuefled 
flate, 
Strikes  not  fo  deepe  into  Acriftus  ioyes, 
As  when  he  heares  the  name  of  Dafiaes  fonne. 
Liues  Danae  ? 
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Perfms.     Grand-fire,  thy  faire  daughter  Hues 
A  potent  Queene  :  we  Pc7'feus  are  lier  fonne, 
This  Danaus  your  hopefull  grand-childe  too  : 
Nor  let  me  quite  forget  Afidro??ieda, 
By  Perfeus  fword  freed  from  the  huge  Sea-whale, 
And  now  ingraft  into  your  royall  line. 

Acrif.     Diuide  my  foule  amongfl.  you,  and  impart 
My  life,  my  flate,  my  kingdome,  and  my  heart. 
Oh  had  I  Danae  here,  my  ioyes  to  fill, 
I  truely  then  fhould  be  immortalis'd. 
Renowned  Perfeus^  Daiiatis  inly  deere. 
And  you  bright  Lady,  faire  Androvieda^ 
You  are  to  me  a  flronger  fort  of  ioy 
Then  Darreines  braffe,  which  no  fiege  can  deflroy. 

Dana.     My  gran-fires  fight  doth  promife  as   much 
bliffe, 
As  can  Elifium^  or  thofe  pleafant  fields, 
Where  the  blefl  foules  inhabite. 

Andro.     You  are  to  me 
As  life  on  earth,  in  death  eternity. 

Acrifius.     Let  none  prefume   our  purpofe  to  con- 
trowle  : 
For  our  decree  is  like  the  doome  of  Gods 
Fixt  and  vnchanging  :  Perfeus  we  create 
Great  Arges  King,  crown'd  with  this  wreath  of  flate. 

Perfeus.     With  like  applaufe,  and  fufirage  Ihall  be 
feene, 
The  faire  Andromeda  crown'd  Arges  Queene. 

Acrifius.     Onely  the  Darreine  tower  I  flill  referue 
In  that  to  pennance  me  a  life  retir'd. 
And  I  in  that  fliall  proue  the  Oracle. 
Faire  Danaes  fonne  infl.ated  in  my.throne. 
Shall  thus  confine  me  to  an  Arch  of  Hone. 
There  will  I  Hue,  attended  by  my  guard. 
And  leaue  to  thee  the  manadge  of  my  Realme. 
Our  will  is  law,  which  none  that  beares  vs  well, 
Will  (Iriue  by  word  or  acftion  to  refell. 

Perf.     The  Gods  behefl  with  your  refolue  agree 
To  increafe  in  vs  this  growing  maiefly. 
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Bdlerophon^  wc  make  thee  next  our  fclfe 
Of  Rate  in  Ar^^cs  :  Danaiis  you  fhall  hence, 
To  cheere  our  mother  in  thefe  glad  reports, 
And  to  fucxccd  J^lonnus  :  but  firil  flay, 
Rights  due  to  vs  ere  we  the  flate  can  fway. 


Aftus  2.     Sccena.    i. 


Homer. 

Alacke  !  earths  joyes  are  but  JJiort-liu! d,  and  lajl 
But  like  a  picffe  of  breath  which  {thus)  is  pajl, 
Acrifius  i7i  his  fortreffe  Hues  retired, 
Kept  with  a  Jlrong  guard  \  Perfeus  reig)ies  fole  King^ 
Who  in  hiinfelfe  ojie  fad  night  long  defird 
To  fee  his  gra?id-fire  fome  glad  neives  to  bri?igy 

Whom  thefleame  warders  {in  the  ?iight)  vnknowne 
Seeke  to  keepe  backe,  whence  all  his  grief e  is  growne. 

A  dumbe  fhew. 

Efiter  6  warders,  to  them  Perfeus,  Danaus,  Bellero- 
phon  and  Andromeda.  Perfeus  takes  his  leaue  of 
them  to  go  towards  the  tower :  the  warders  repulfe 
him,  he  drawes  his  fword.  In  the  tumult  enter 
Acrifius  to  pacific  them,  and  in  the  hurly-burly 
IS  fiaine  by  Perfeus,  who  laments  his  death.  To 
them  Bellerophon  and  the  refl :  Perfeus  makes 
Bellerophon  King  of  Arges,  and  with  Danaus  cmd 
Andromeda  departs. 


Homer. 

Perfeus  repulfi,  the  flurdy  Warder  fir  ikes, 
This  breeds  a  tumult,  out  their  iveapons  flye, 
Acrifius  heares  their  clamours  and  their  Jhr ikes, 
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And  downe  dcfcends  this  broyle  to  pacific ; 

Not  knowing  whence  it  growes  ;  and  in  this  brali, 
Acrifius  by  his  grand-childes  hand  doth  fall. 
The  Oracle s  fnlfir d^  hees  turn' d  to  fio7ie^ 
Thafs  to  his  marble  graue^  by  Danaesy<7^/;/<? ; 
Which  in  the  Prince  breeds  fuch  lajnent  and  mo7ie, 
That  longer  there  to  reigne  hee'l  not  be  wojuie  : 
But  fir fi  Bellerophon  he  will  inuefl^ 
And  after  makes  his  trauels  towards  the  Eafi. 
Of  lupiter  now  deified  and  made 
Supreme  of  all  the  Gods,  we  next  proceed : 
Your  fuppofitions  now  mufi  lend  vs  ayd, 
That  he  can  all  things  (as  a  God  indeed^} 
Our  fceaiie  is  Thebes  :  herefaire  Alcmena  dwels^ 
Her  husba?id  in  his  warfare  thriues  abroad, 
And  by  his  chiualry  his  foes  expels. 
He  abfent,  noiv  defcends  th^  Olimpicke  God, 
Innamored  of  Alcmena,  and  tranf-filtapes 
Himfelfe  iiito  her  husband'.  Ganimed 
He  77iakes  afftflant  in  his  amorous  rapes, 
Whiffl  he  preferres  the  earth  fore  lunoes  bed. 
Lend  vs  your  wonted  patience  without  fcoriie^ 
Tofinde  how  Hercules  was  got  and  borne. 

Enter  Amphltrio  with  two  Captaines  and  Socia  7iihth 
di'um  and  colours :  hee  brings  in  the  head  of  a 
crowned  King,  fweares  the  Lords  to  the  obeyfance 
of  Thebes.  They  prefent  him  zvith  a  ftanding 
bowle,  which  hee  lockes  in  a  Casket,  andfe?idin^ 
his  man  with  a  letter  before  to  his  wife,  with  neivs 
of  his  vi^ory.  He  with  his  followers,  and  Ble- 
pharo  the  maister  of  theJJiip^  jnarcheth  after. 

Homer. 

Creon  that  now  reignes  here,  the  Theban  Kitig, 
Alcmenaes  hii sb and  great  Kvci\\\\\x\o  made 
His  Generall,  who  to  his  Lord  doth  bring 
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His  c/iiinirs  Jiead  tJiat  did  his  land  inicadc. 

Tliin/yC  /lini  rdurn'uii::;  Jiovic,  hut  fends  Inifore 

By  Icltcrs  to  acquaint  his  beauteous  wife 

Of  his  fucceffe,  himfelfe  i7i  fight  of  fJun'e 

Mufl  land  this  nigJit :  ivhcre  many  a  douhtfull  strife 
Amotigll  them  groives,  but  louc  himfelfe  difcends, 
Cuts  off  my  fpcech^  and  heere  my  Chorus  ends. 

Thunder  and  lightning,     lupitcr  difcends  in  a  cloude. 

lup.     Earth  before  heauen,  we   once   more   haue 

preferd  : 
Beauty  that  workes  into  the  hearts  of  Gods  : 
As  it  hath  power- to  mad  the  thoughts  of  men, 
So  euen  in  vs  it  hath  attraction. 
The  faire  Alcme?ia  Hke  the  Sea-mans  Starre 
Shooting  her  gUftering  beauty  vp  to  heauen, 
Hath  puld  from  thence  the  oHmpick  lupiter 
By  vertue  of  thy  raies,  let  luno  skold, 
And  with  her  clamours  fill  the  eares  of  heauen, 
Let  her  bee  like  a  Bachinall  in  rage, 
And  through  our  chriflall  pallace  breath  exclaimes, 
AVith  her  quicke  feete  the  galaxia  weare, 
And    with     inquifitiue    voice     fearch     through     the 

Spheares. 
Shee  Ihall  not  finde  vs  here,  or  fhould  fhe  fee  vs, 
Can  fhee  diftinguifli  vs  being  thus  tranfliapt  % 
Where's  Gafwned  ?  we  fent  him  to  furuey 
Amphitrioes  Pallace,  where  we  meane  to  lodge 

Enter  Ga7iimed JJiapt  like  Socia. 

In  happy  time  return'd  :  now  Socia. 

Gani.     Indeed  that's  my  name,  as  fure 
As  your's  is  Amphitrio. 

lup.     Three   nights   I   haue   put  in    one   to    tal^e 
our  fill 
Of  daiiance  with  this  beauteous  Theban  dame. 
A  powerfull  charme  is  cafl  or'e  Phoebus  eies  : 
Who  fleepes  this  night  within  the  euxine  fea, 
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And  till  the  third  day  fliall  forget  his  charge 
To  mount  the  golden  chariot  of  the  Sunne, 
The  Antipodes  to  vs,  fhall  haue  a  day 
Of  three  daies  length.     Now  at  this  houre  is  fought 
By  lofua  Duke  vnto  the  Hebrew  Nation, 
(Who  are  indeede  the  Antipodes  to  vs) 
His  famous  battle  'gainfl  the  Canatiitcs^ 
And  at  his  orifon  the  Sunne  flands  flill, 
That  he  may  haue  there  flaughter,  Ganhned 
Go  knocke  and  get  vs  entrance.  Exit  Jupiter. 

Gani.  Before  I  knocke,  let  mee  a  little  determine 
^^^th  my  felfe,  If  I  be  acceffary  to  Jupiter  in  his  amorous 
purpofe,  I  am  little  better  then  a  parcell  guilt  baud, 
but  mufl  excufe  my  felfe  thus,  Ganinied  is  now  not 
Ga7iifned,  And  if  this  imputation  be  put  vpon  mee,  let 
it  light  vpon  Socia,  whom  I  am  now  to  perfonate  ;  but 
I  am  too  long  in  the  Prologue  of  this  merry  play  we 
are  to  a6t,  I  will  knocke,  and  the  Serumgmen  fhall 
enter. 

1.  Seruing.     Who  knocks  fo  late? 
Ga?ii.     Hee  that  mufl.  in,  open  for  Socia, 

Who  brings  you  newes  home  of  the  TJiebaji  warres. 

2.  Ser,     Socia  returned. 

Enter  3.  Seriiingmen. 

3.  Ser.     Ynhurt,  vnflaine  ? 

Gani.     Euen  as  you  fee,  and  how,  and  how  ? 

1.  Ser.     Socia  ?  let  me  haue  an  armefuU  of  thee. 
Ga?ii.     Armefuls,  and  handfuls  too,  my  boyes. 

2.  Ser.     The  news,  the  news,  how  doth  my  Lord 
Amphitrio  ? 

Gani.  Nay,  how  doth  my  Lady  Alcmena^  fome  of 
you  cary  her  word  my  Lord  will  be  heere  prefently. 

1.  Ser.      I'le    be    the    meffenger    of    thefe     glad 
newes. 

2.  Ser.     I'le  haue  a  hand  in't  too. 

3.  Ser.     I'le  not  be  lafl,.  Exemit  Seruingmen. 
Gani.     They  are  gone  to  informe  their  Lady,  who 

will  bee  ready  to  intertaine  a  counterfeite  Lord,  Jupiter 
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is  i)reparing  liimfclfe  to  meet  Alcmcna^  Alc7ne?ia^  Hie 
to  encounter  Iiipikr^  her  beauty  liath  inchanted  him, 
his  metamori)horis  muft  beguile  her  :  al's  put  to 
proofe,  rie  in  to  furnifli  my  Lord  whilfl  my  fellow 
feruants  attend  their  Lady  :  they  come. 

E7iter  at  one  dore  Alcffiena,  T/icffala,  4.  Seruingmen  ; 
at  the  other  Jupiter  Jliapt  like  Amphitrio  to 
Ga7iiined. 

Alcm.     But  are  you  fure  you  fpake  with  Soda  1 
And  did  he  tell  you  of  AvipJiitrioes  health  % 

1.  Ser.     Madam,  I  affure  you,  wee  fpake  with  Socia^ 
and  my  L.  Amphitj-io  will  be  here  inflantly. 

Aicm.     Vflier  me  in  a  coflly  banquet  flraight 
To  entertaine  my  Lord,  let  all  the  windowes 
Glifler  with  lights  like  flarres,  cafl  fweete  perfumes 
To  breath  to  heauen  their  odoriferous  aires. 
And  tell  the  Gods  my  husband's  fafe  return' d, 
If  you  be  fure  'twas  Socia. 

2.  Ser.     Madam  take  my  life,  if  it  be  not  true. 
Alcin.     Then  praife  be  to  the  highefl  lupiter^ 

Whofe  powerfull  arme  gaue  flrength  vnto  my  Lord 
To  worfle  his  fafety  through  thefe  dangerous  warres, 
Hang  with  our  richeft  workes  our  chambers  round, 
And  let  the  roome  wherem  we  reft  to  night, 
Flow  with  no  leffe  delight,  then  Iimds  bed 
When  in  her  armes  fhe  clafpeth  hipiter. 

Iiip.     I'le  fill  thy  bed  with  more  delightfull  fweetes, 
Then  when  with  Mars  the  Ciprian  Ve?ius  meetes. 

Alcjn.     See  how  you  flir  for  odours,  Ughts,  choife 
cates, 
Spices,  and  wines,  is  not  Aiiiphitrio  comming 
With  honour  from  the  warres  %  where's  your  attend- 
ance ? 
Sweete  waters,  coflly  ointments,  pretious  bathes. 
Let  me  haue  all,  for  lafl,  touch,  frnell,  and  fight, 
All  his  fine  fenfes  wee  will  feafl  this  night. 

lup.     'Tis  time  to  appeare,  Alcmena  : 
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Alan.     My  deere  Lord. 

Ga7ii.     It  workes,  it  workes,  now  for  Tiino  to  fet  a 
Skold  betweene  them. 

A  banquet  brought  in. 

Alcm.     O  may  thefe   armes   that   guarded   Thebes 
and  vs, 
Be  euer  thus  my  girdle,  that  in  them 
I  may  Hue  euer  fafe,  welcome  Aviphitrio 
A  banquet,  lights,  attendance  ;  good  my  Lord 
Tell  mee  your  warres  difcourfe. 

hip.     Sit  faire  Alcmeiia. 

Alan.     Proceede  my  deareft  loue. 

lup.     I  as  great  Generall  to  the  Theban  King, 
March't  gainft  the  Tcleboans  :  who  make  head 
And  offer  vs  encounter :  both  our  Armies 
Are  call  in  forme,  well  fronted,  fleeu'd  and  wing'd 
Wee   throw    our   vowes    to    heauen,    the   Trumpets 

found, 
The  battels  fignall,  now  beginnes  the  incurfions, 
The  earth  beneath  our  armed  burdens  groanes, 
Shootes  from  each  fide  reuerberat  gainfl  heauen. 
With    Arrowes    and    with    Darts    the    aire    growes 

darke 
And  now  confufion  ruffles,  Heere  the  fhoutes 
Of    Vitflors    found,    there     groanes    of    death     are 

heard, 
Slaughter  on  all  fides  ;  flill  our  eminent  hand 
Towers  in  the  aire  a  vi6lor,  whilft  the  enemy 
Haue  their  defpoyled  helmets  crown'd  in  dufl. 
Wee  (land,  they  fall,  yet  flill  King  Ptelera 
Striues  to  make  head,  and  with  a  frefli  fupply 
Takes  vp  the  mid-field  :  him  Amphitrio  fronts 
With  equall  arraes,  wee  the  two  Generals 
Fight  hand  to  hand,  but  loue  omnipotent 
Gaue  me  his  life  and  head,  which  we  to  morrow 
Muft  giue  to  King  Creon. 

Alan.     All  my  orifons 
Fought  on  your  fide,  and  with  their  powerful!  weight. 
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Aildcd  vnto  the  ponder  of  your  fword, 
To  make  it  heauy  on  the  Burgonet 
Of  llaughtered  Ptclcra. 

lup.     I  for  my  reward, 
Had  by  the  Subiecfls  of  that  conquered  King 
A  golden  cup  prefented,  the  choice  boule 
In    which    the    llaughtered   Tyrant   vs'd    to    quaffe. 
Soda. 

Ga?i.     My  Lord. 

Jup.     The  cup,  fee  foire  Alcmena. 

Gani.  This  cup  Mercury  flole  out  of  Amphitrioes 
cafket,  but  al's  one  as  long  as  it  is  truely  deliuered. 

Alan.     In  this  rich  boule   Tie  onely  quaffe  your 
health, 
Or  vfe,  when  to  the  Gods  I  facrifice. 
Is  our  chamber  ready  ? 

lup.     Gladly  I'de  to  bed, 
Where  I  will  mix  with  kiffes  my  difcourfe, 
And  tell  the  whole  proie6l. 

Alan.     Mirth  abound, 
•  Through  all  thefe  golden  roofes  let  muficke  found, 
To  charme  my  Lord  to  foft  and  downy  reft. 

lup.     Come  lighi  vs  to  our  fheetes. 

Alan.     Amphitrioes  head 
Shall  heere  be  pillowed,  light's  then  and  to  bed. 

Exeunt  with  Torches. 

Gani.  Alas  poore  Amphitrio  I  pitty  thee  that  art 
to  be  made  cuckold  againft  thy  wiues  will,  fhe  is 
honeft  in  her  worft  diflionefly  and  chafl  in  the  fuper- 
latiue  degree  of  inchaflity  :  but  I  am  fet  heere  to 
keepe  the  gate  :  now  to  my  oftice. 

Efiter  Socia  with  a  letter. 

Soda.  Heere's  a  night  of  nights,  I  thinke  the 
Moone  flands  flil  and  all  the  Stars  are  a  fleepe,  he 
that  driues  Charles  wayne  is  taking  a  nap  in  his  cart, 
for  they  are  all  at  a  ftand,  this  night  hath  bene  as 
long  as  two  nights  already,    and  I  thinke  'tis   now 
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entring  on  the  third  ;  I  am  glad  yet  that  out  of  this 
vtter  darkenes  I  am  come  to  fee  hghts  in  my  Ladies 
Pallace  :  there  will  be  fmiple  newes  for  her  when  I 
fhall  tell  her  my  Lord  is  coraming  home. 

Gani.  'Tis  Socia  and  Aniphitrioes  man,  fent  before 
to  tell  his  Lady  of  her  husband,  I  muft  preuent 
him. 

Socia.  This  night  will  neuer  haue  an  end,  he  that 
hath  hired  a  wench  to  lie  with  him  all  this  night,  hath 
time  enough  I  thinke  to  take  his  peny  worths,  but  I'le 
knocke. 

Gan.  I  charge  thee  not  to  knock  here  lead  thou 
be  knocked. 

Soda.     What  not  at  my  Maiflers  gate. 

Gani.  I  charge  thee  once  more,  tell  mee  whofe 
thou  art  %  whether  thou  goefl,  and  wherefore  thou 
commefl  ? 

Socia.  Hither  I  go,  I  ferue  my  Maifler,  and  come 
to  fpeake  with  my  Lady,  what  art  thou  the  wifer  ? 
nay,  if  thou  beeil  a  good  fellow  let  me  paffe  by 
thee. 

Gani.     Whom  dofl  thou  ferue  % 

Socia.  I  ferue  my  Lord  Ainphitrio^  and  am  fent  in 
hafl  to  my  Lady  Alcmena. 

Gani.     Thy  name  ? 

Socia.     Socia. 

Gani.  Bafe  counterfeit  take  that,  can  you  not 
be  content  to  come  fneaking  to  one's  houfe  in  the 
night,  to  rob  it,  but  you  mufl  likewife  rob  me  of  my 
name  ? 

Socia.     Thy  name,  why,  what's  thy  name  ? 

Gani,     Socia. 

Socia.     Socia,  and  whom  dofl  thou  ferue? 

Gani.  My  Lord  AmpJiitrio  chiefe  of  the  Thehan 
Legions,  and  my  Lady  Alcmena,  but  what's  that  to 
thee? 

Socta.  Ha,  ha,  That's  a  good  iefl,  but  do  you 
•beare,  If  you  be  Socia  my  Lord  Aniphitrioes  man,  and 
my  Lady  Alcinefiaes,  Where  dofl  thou  lie. 


I04  The  Sillier  Age. 

GiUii.  Where  do  I  lie  ?  why  in  tlie  Porters 
Lodge. 

Soda.  You  are  decciu'd,  you  lie  in  your  throate, 
there's  but  one  Soda  belongs  to  this  houfe,  and  that 
am  I. 

Gaui.     Lie  flaue,  and  wilt  out-face  mee  from  my 
name  % 
rie  vfe  you  like  a  your  felfe  a  counterfeit,    Beats  him. 
What  art  thou  %  fpeake  ? 

Soda.     I  cannot  tell. 

Ga7ii.     Whom  dofl  thou  ferue  ? 

Soda.     The  time. 

Gani.     Thy  name  ? 

Soda.     Nothing. 

Gani.     Thy  bufineffe  % 

Soda.     To  bee  beaten. 

Gani.     And  what  am  I  ? 

Soda.     What  you  will. 

Gani.     Am  not  I  Soda  ? 

Soda.  If  you  be  not,  I  would  you  were  fo,  to  be 
beaten  in  my  place. 

Gani.  I  knew  my  L.  had  no  feruant  of  that  name 
but  me. 

Soda.  Shall  I  fpeake  a  few  coole  words,  and  bar 
buffeting. 

Gani.     Speake  freely. 

Soda.     You  will  not  flrike. 

Gajii.     Say  on. 

Soda.  I  am  the  party  you  wot  off,  I  am  Soda,  you 
may  flrike  if  you  will,  but  in  beating  me  (if  you  be 
Soda)  I  aflure  you,  you  fhall  but  beate  your  felfe. 

Ga7ii.     The  fellowes  mad. 

Soda.  Mad,  am  I  not  newly  landed  ?  fent  hither 
by  my  Maifler  ?  Is  not  this  our  houfe  ?  Do  I  not 
fpeake  ?  Am  I  not  awake  ?  Am  I  not  newly  beaten  ? 
Do  I  not  feele  it  flill  ?  And  fhall  I  doubt  I  am  not 
ray  felfe  ?  come,  come,  I'le  in  and  doe  my  meffage. 

Gajii.     Sirrah,  I  haue  indured  you  with  much  im- 
patience, 
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Wilt  thou  make  me  beleene  I  am  not  Socia  ? 

Was  not  our  fhips  launcht  out  of  the  Perficke  hauen  ? 

Did  I  not  land  this  night  1 

Haue   we   not   won   the   Towne    where    K.    Ptelera 

raign'd  % 
Haue  we  not  orethrowne  the  Teleboans  ? 
Did  not  my  Lord  A?nphitrio  kill  the  King  hand  to 

hand? 
And  did  hee  not  fend  mee  this  night  with  a  letter  to 
certify  my  Lady  Alcmena  of  all  thefe  newes. 

Socia.  I  beginne  to  miflrufl.  my  felfe,  all  this  is  as 
true  as  if  I  had  told  it  my  felfe  ;  but  Il'e  try  him 
further  :  What  did  the  Teleboans  prefent  my  Lord  with 
after  the  vicSlory. 

Gani.  With  a  golden  cuppe  in  which  the  King 
himfelfe  vs'd  to  quaffe. 

Socia.     Where  did  I  put  it. 

Gani.  That  I  know  not,  but  I  put  it  into  a  casket, 
fign'd  by  my  Lords  Signet. 

Socia.     And  what's  the  Signet  ? 

Gani.  The  Sun  rifmg  from  the  Eafl  in  his  Chariot, 
But  do  you  come  to  vndermine  me  you  flaue  % 

Socia,  I  mufl  go  feeke  fome  other  name,  I  am 
halfe  hang'd  already,  for  my  good  name  is  lofl ;  once 
more  refolue  me,  if  thou  canfl  tell  me  what  I  did 
alone  I  will  refigne  thee  my  name  :  if  thou  bee'fl 
Socia^  when  the  battles  began  to  ioyne,  as  foone  as 
they  beganne  to  skirmifli,  what  didfL  thou  ? 

Gani.  As  foone  as  they  began  to  fight  I  began  to 
runne. 

Socia.     Whither  ? 

Gani.  Into  my  Lords  tent,  and  there  hid  mee 
vnder  a  bed. 

Socia.  I  am  gone,  I  am  gone,  fomebody  for 
charity  fake  either  lend  mee  or  giue  me  a  name,  for 
this  I  haue  lofl  by  the  way,  and  now  I  looke  better 
on  he,  me  ;  or  I,  hee  ;  as  he  hath  got  my  name,  hee 
hath  got  my  fhape,  countenance,  flature,  and  euery 
thing  fo  right,  that  he  can  bee  no  other   then  I  my 
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owne  felfc  ;  but  wlien  I  thinkc  that  I  am  I,  the  fame 
I  eiier  was,  know  my  Maiflcr,  his  hoiife,  haue  fence, 
feehng,  and  vnderflanding,  know  my  meffage,  my 
bufincffe,  why  fliould  I  not  in  to  dchuer  my  letter  to 
my  Lady. 

Gani.     Tliat  letter  is  deliuered  by  my  hand. 
My  Lady  knowes  all,  and  experts  her  Lord, 
And  I  her  feruant  Soda  am  fet  heere 
To  keepe  fucli  idle  raskals  from  the  gate, 
Then  leaue  mee,  and  by  faire  meanes,  or  Pie  fend  thee 
legleffe,  or  armeleffe  hence. 

Socia.  Nay,  thou  haft  rob'd  me  of  enough  already. 
I  would  bee  loath  to  loofe  my  name  and  limbes  both 
in  one  night :  where  haue  I  mifcaried  ?  where  bene 
chang'd?  Did  I  not  leaue  my  felfe  behind  in  the 
fliip  when  I  came  away,  I'le  euen  backe  to  my 
Maifler  and  fee  if  hee  know  mee,  if  hee  know  mee,  if 
he  call  me  Socia,  and  will  beare  me  out  in't,  Il'e  come 
backe  and  do  my  meffage,  fpight  of  him  faies  nay, 
Farewell  felfe.  Exit. 

Gani.     This  obftacle,  the  father  of  more  troubles 
I  haue  put  off,  and  kept  him  from  diflurbance 
In  their  adulterate  paftimes,  faire  Alcmena 
Is  great  already  by  A??ip/iifrio 
And  neere  her  time,  and  if  fhee  proue  by  Jupiter 
He  by  his  power  and  God-hood  will  contrail 
Both  births  in  one,  to  make  her  throwes  the  lelTe  : 
And  at  one  inflant  fhee  fhall  child  two  iffues, 
Begot  by  lotce  and  by  Amphitrio. 
The  houfe  by  this  long  charm'd  by  Hermes  rod 
Are  flirring  and  loue  glutted  with  delights, 
Ready  to  take  his  leaue,  through  fatiate 
With  amourous  dalliance  :  parting's  not  fo  fweet 
Betweene  our  louers,  as  when  firfl  they  meet. 

Enter  lupiter,  Alcmena,  and  theferuants. 

Iitpit.     My  deereft  loue  fare-well,  we  Generals 
Cannot  be  abfent  from  our  charges  long : 
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I  flole  from  tli'  Army  to  repofe  with  thee, 

And  mud  before  the  Sunne  mount  to  his  Chariot, 

Be  there  againe. 

Alan.     My  Lord,  you  come  at  midnight, 
lAnd  you  make  hafle  too,  to  be  gone  ere  morne, 
I  You  rife  before  your  bed  be  throughly  warme. 

lup,     FairefL  of  our  TJieba^i  Dames,  accufe  me  not, 
I  left  the  charge  of  Souldiers  to  report 
The  fortune  of  our  battailes  firfl  to  thee  : 
Which  fliould  the  camp  know,  they  would  lay  on  me 
A  grieuous  imputation,  that  the  beauty 
Of  my  faire  wife,  can  with  Ajnpkitriomoxt 
Then  can  the  charge  of  legions.     As  my  comming 
Was  fecret  and  conceal'd,  fo  my  returne, 
Which  fhall  be  fliort  and  fudden. 

Aic.     That  I  feare, 
Better  I  had  to  keepe  you  beeing  here. 

Iicp.     Nay   part   we   mufl   fweet   Lady,    dry   your 
teares. 

Ale.     You'l    make    my   minuts   months,    &    dales 
feeme  yeares. 

Iiip.     Your  bufineffe  ere  we  part  1 

Ale.     Onely  to  pray 
You  will  make  hafle,  not  be  too  long  away. 
Farewell. 

lup.     Fare-well.     Come  Ga?timed,  'tis  done, 
And  faire  Alcmena  fped  with  a  yong  fonne.  Exit. 

Enter  Amphitrio,  Socia,  two  Captalnes  with  attendants. 

Aviph.     Oh  Gentlemen,  was  euer  man  thus  crofl  ? 
So  flrangely  flowted  by  an  abiedl  groome  % 
That  either    dreames,  or's   mad :    one    that   fpeakes 

nothing 
Sauing  impoflibilities,  and  meerely 
Falfe  and  abfurd.     Thus  thou  art  here,  and  there, 
With  me,  at  home,  and  at  one  inflant  both, 
In  vaine  are  thefe  delirements,  and  to  me 
Mod  deeply  incredible. 
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Soda.  I  am  your  owne,  you  may  vfe  me  as  you 
plcafc  :  One  would  thinke  I  had  loll  inough  already, 
to  loofe  my  name,  and  fliape,  and  now  to  loofe  your 
fauour  too.     Oh  ! 

1.  Capt.      Fye  Soda,   you    too    much    forget   your 
felfe, 

And  'tis  beyond  all  fufferance  in  your  Lord, 
To  vfe  no  violent  hand. 

Soda.     You  may  fay  what  you  will,  but  a  truth  is  a 
truth. 

2.  Capt.     But  this  is  neither  true  nor  probable, 
That  this  one  body  can  deuide  it  fclfe, 

And  be  in  two  fet  places.     Fie,  Soda.  fie. 

Soda.     I  tell  you  as  it  is. 

A7nph.     Slaue  of  all  flaues  the  bafefl :  vrge  me  not, 
Perfifl  in  thefe  abfurdities,  and  I  vow 
To   cut   thy   tongue    out,    haue    thee    fcourg'd   and 

beaten, 
Il'e  haue  thee  flay'd. 

Soda.  You  may  fo,  you  may  as  well  take  my  skin 
as  another  take  my  name  and  phifnomy  :  all  goes  one 
way. 

Amph.     Tell  ore  thy  tale  againe,  make  it   more 
plaine. 
Pray  gentlemen  your  eares. 

Soda.  .  Then  as  I  fayd  before,  fo  I  fay  flill :  I  am 
at  home  ;  do  you  heare  %  I  am  heare  :  do  you  fee  %  I 
fpake  with  my  Lady  at  home  ;  yet  could  not  come  in 
at  the  gate  to  fee  her :  I  deliuered  her  your  letter,  and 
yet  haue  it  flill  in  my  hand.  Is  not  this  plaine  %  do 
you  vnderfland  me  %  I  am  neither  mad  nor  drunke, 
but  what  I  fpeake  is  in  fober  fadneffe. 

1.  Cap.  Fie  Soda,  fie,  thou  art  much,  too  much  too 
blame. 

2.  Cap.  How  dare  you  tempt  your  maiflers  patience 
thus? 

Amph.     Thinke  not  to  fcape  thus  :  yet  once   more 
refolue  me 
And  faithfully  :  Do'fl  thou  thinke  it  poffible 
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Thou  canfl  be  here  and  there  ]  Be  fencible, 
And  tell  me  Soda. 

Soda.  'Tis  poffible  ;  nor  blame  I  you  to  wonder  : 
for  it  maruels  me  as  much  as  any  heere  :  Nor  did  I 
beleeue  that  Hee,  my  owne  felfe,  that  is  at  home,  till 
bee  did  conuince  me  with  arguments,  told  me  euery 
thing  I  did  at  the  liege,  remembred  my  arrand  better 
than  my  felfe  :  Nor  is  water  more  like  to  water,  nor 
milke  to  milke,  then  that  He  and  I  are  to  me  and 
him :  For  when  you  fent  me  home  about  mid- 
night  

A7nph.     What  then  1 

Soda.  I  flood  there  to  keepe  the  gate  a  great  while 
before  I  came  at  it. 

Capt.     The  fellow's  mad. 

Soda.     I  am  as  you  fee. 

Amph,  He  hath  been  flrooke  by  fome  malevolent 
hand. 

Soda.  Nay  that's  certaine  :  for  I  haue  been  foundly 
beaten. 

Amph.     Who  beat  thee. 

Soda.  I  my  owne  felfe  that  am  at  home,  how  oft 
fhall  I  tell  you  % 

Amph.     Sirrah,  wee'l  owe  you  this.      Now  gentle- 
men 
You  that  haue  beene  co-partners  in  our  warres, 
Shall  now  co-part  our  welcome  :  we  will  vifite 
Our  beauteous  wife  ;  with  whom  (our  bufmeffe  ended) 
We  haue  leafure  to  conferre. 

Enter  Alcmena  with  her  feruants  and  Mayd. 

Ale.     Haue  you  took   down    thofe   hangings   that 
were  plac'd 
To  entertaine  my  Lord  ] 

I.  Seru.     Madame  they  are. 

Ale.     And  is  our  priuate  bed-chamber  dif-r6ab'd 
Of  all  her  beauty  ?  to  looke  ruinous, 
Till  my  Lords  prefence  fliall  repair't  againe. 
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2.  Sent.     'Tis  done  as  you  dirccSled. 
A/c.     Euery  cluiml)L'r, 

Office  and  roomc,  fliall  in  his  abfence  looke, 
As  if  they  mifl  their  maifler,  and  bcare  part 
AVith  mee  in  my  refembled  widow-hood. 

3.  Scni.     That  needs  not  madame  :  See  my  Lord's 
return'd. 

Ale.     And  made   fuch   hafle  to  leaiie  mc :  I  mif- 
doubt 
Some  tricke  in  this  :  Is  it  diflrufl  or  feare 
Of  my  proud  vertue  :  value  it  at  beft, 
'T  can  be  no  leffe  then  idle  iealoufie. 

Ainph.     See  bright  Alcme?ia,  with  my  fudden  greet- 
ing, 
Il'e  rap  her  foule  to  heauen,  and  make  her  furfet 

With  ioyes  aboundance.     Beauteous  Lady  fee 

Amphitrio  return'd  a  Conquerour, 

Glad  to  vnfold  in  his  vicflorious  armes 

Thy  nine-moneth  abfent  body,  whofe  ripe  birth 

Swels  with  fuch  beauty  in  thy  conflant  wombe. 

How  cheeres  my  Lady  ? 

Ale.     So,  fo,  wee'l  do  to  her  your  kinde  commends, 
You  may  make  bold  to  play  vpon  your  friends. 

A77iph.      Ha,   what   language   call   you   this^   that 
feemes  to  me 
Pafl  vnderRanding  ?  I  conceiue  it  not, 
I  reioyce  to  fee  you  wife. 

Ale.     Yet  fhals  haue  more  ? 
You  do  but  now,  as  you  haue  done  before. 
Pray  flowt  me  flill,  and  do  your  felfe  that  right, 
To  tell  that  ore  you  told  me  yefler-night. 

A7nph.      What   yeflernight  %      Aleinena    this    your 
greeting 
Diflafl.es  me.     I  but  now,  now,  with  thefe  gentlemen. 
Landed  at  Thebes,  and  came  to  do,  my  loue 
I'o  thee,  before  my  duty  to  my  King. 
This  ftrangeneffe  much  amazeth  me. 

Soeia.     We  haue  found  one  Socia,  but  we  are  like 
to  loofe  an  A??iphitrio. 
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AIc.     Shall  I  be  i)laine  my  Lord  %  I  take  it  ill, 
That  you,  whom  I  receiu'd  late  yeder-night, 
Gaue  you  my  freefl.  welcome,  feafled  you, 
Lodg'd  you,  and  but  this  morning,  two  houres  fmce 
Tooke  leaue  of  you  with  teares,  that  your  returne 
So  fudden,  fhould  be  furniOu  with  fuch  fcorne. 

Amp/i.     Gentlemen,  I   feare  the  madneffe  of  my 
man 
Is  fled  into  her  braine,  be  thefe  my  witneffe, 
I  am  but  newly  landed  :  witneffe  thefe 
With  whom  1  haue  not  parted. 

I.  Capt.     In  this  we  needs  mufl  take  our  Generals 
part, 
And  witneffe  of  his  fide. 

Ale.     And    bring    you    witneffe    to   fuggefl    your 
wrongs, 
Againft  you  two  I  can  oppofe  all  thefe. 
Receiu'd  I  not  Aiiiphit7'io  yefter-night  ? 

1.  Serv.      I  affure  you  my  Lord  remember  your 
felfe,  you  were  here  yefler-night. 

All.     'Tis  mofl  certaine, 

Amph.     Thefe  villaines  all  are  by  my  wife  fuborn'd, 
To  feeke  to  mad  me.     Gentlemen  pray  lift, 
Wee'l  giue  this  errour  fcope  :  Pray  at  what  time 
Gaue  you  me  entertainement  the  laft  n  ight  % 

Ale.     As  though  you  know  not?     Well,  Il'e  fit  your 
humor. 
And  tell  you  what  you  better  know  then  I. 
At  mid-night. 

Amph.     At  mid-night  :  Pray  obferue  that  Gentle- 
men, 
At  mid-night  we  were  in  difcourfe  a  boord 
Of  my  Commiffion. 

2.  Capt.     I  remember't  well. 

Amph.     What  did  we  then  at  mid-night  % 

Ale.     Sate  to  banquet. 

r.  Senc.     Where  I  waited. 

2.  Seru.     So  did  we  all. 

Amph.     And  I  was  there  at  banquet. 
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3.  Scru.     Your  LordHiip's  merry  :  do  y>u  make  a 
queRion  of  that  ? 

Ale.     At  banquet  you  difcourfl  the  Inte-view 
Between e  the  T/w/eboa/is  and  your  hoaft. 

A?f!ph.     Behke  then  you  can  tell  vs  our  icceffe, 
Ere  we  that  are  the  firfl  to  bring  tliefe  new(s 
Can  vtter  it. 

Ale.     Your  Lordniij/s  pleafant  Rill. 
The  battailes  ioyn'd,  cryes  paR  on  either  fice, 
Long  was  the  skirmifli  doubtfull,  till  the  Tkbans 
OppreR  the  Thcleboans  :  but  the  battaile 
Was  by  the  King  renewed  :  who  face  to  faa 
And  hand  to  hand,  met  with  Amphitrio : 
You  fought,  and  arme  to  arme  in  fmgle  conrbat, 
Troad  on  his  head  a  Victor. 

Amph.     How  came  you  by  this  % 

Ale,     As  though  you  told  it  not. 

Amph.     Well  then,  after  banquet  ? 

Ale.     We  kiR,  embrac'd,   our  chamber  vas   made     I 
ready. 

Amph.     And  then  % 

Ale.     To  bed  we  went. 

Amph.     And  there  %  i 

Ale.     You  llept  in  thefe  my  armes. 

Amph.     Strumpet,  no  more. 
Madneffe  and  impudence  contend  in  thee, 
Which  fhall  afflidl  me  moR. 

Ale.     Your  iealouRe 
And  this  impoRerous  wrong,  heapes  on  me  iniuries 
More  then  my  fex  can  beare  :  you  had  beR  deny 
The  gift  you  gaue  me  too. 

Amph.     Oh  heauen  !  what  gift  % 

Ale.     The  golden  Cup  the  Theleboans  King 
Vs'd  Rill  to  quaffe  in. 

Amph.     Indeed  I  had  fuch  purpofe, 
But  that  I  keepe  fafe  lock't.     Shew  me  the  bowle. 

Ale.     Theffala   the   Randing   cup   Amphitrio  gaue 
me 
LaR  night  at  banquet,  ther's  the  key. 
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Theffal     I  fliall. 

1.  Capt.  My  Lord,  ther's  much  amazement  in  the 
opening  of  thefe  flrange  doubts,  the  more  you  feek  to 
vnfold  them,  the  more  they  pufle  vs. 

2.  Capt.     How  came  flie  by  the  notice 
And  true  recitall  of  the  battailes  fortune  % 

Amph.     That  hath  this  villaine  told  her,   on  my 

hfe. 
Soc.     Not  I,  I  difclaime  it,  vnleffe  it  were  my  tother 
felfe,  I  haue  no  hand  in  it. 

Enter  Thcfjala  with  the  mp. 

ThejfaL     Madame,  the  bowle. 

Ale.     Reftor't  Amphitrio, 
I  am  not  worthy  to  be  trufted  with  it. 

Amph.     The  forme,  the  mettall,  and  the  grauing 
too. 
'Tis  fomwhat  flrange.  Soda,  the  casket  flreight. 

Socia.     Here  fir. 

Amph.     What,  is  my  fignet  fafe  ? 

Soc.     Vntouch't. 

Amph.     Then  will  I  fhew  her  flreight  that  bowle 
The  Thelehoans  gaue  me.     Wher's  my  key  ? 

Soc.  Here  fir.  This  is  the  flrangefl  that  ere  I 
heard,  I  Socia  haue  begot  another  Socia,  my  Lord 
Afnphitrio  hath  begot  another  A7?iphitrio.  Now,  if 
this  golden  bowle  haue  begot  another  golden  bowle, 
we  fhall  be  all  twin'd  and  doubled. 

Amph.     Behold  an  empty  casket. 

Ale.     This  notwithflanding  you  deny  your  gift, 
Our  meeting,  banquet  and  our  fportfuU  night. 
Your  mornings  parting. 

Amph.     All  thefe  I  deny 
As  falce,  and  paft  all  nature,  yet  this  goblet 
Breeds  in  me  wonder,  with  the  true  report 
Of  our  warres  proie6l ;  But  I  am  my  felfe 
New  landed  with  thefe  Captaines,  and  my  men, 
3  I 
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Deny  all  banquets  and  affaires  of  bed, 
Which  thou  flialt  deerely  anfwere. 

Ale.     Aske  your  feruants 
If  I  mif-fLiy  in  ought. 

I.  Scru.  My  Lord,  there  is  nothing  faid  by  my 
Lady,  but  we  are  eye-witneffes  of,  and  will  iuflifie  on 
our  oathes. 

ArnpJi.     And  will  you  tempt  me  flill  % 
Socia,  run  to  the  fliip,  bring  me  the  maifler, 
And  he  Hiall  with  tliefe  Captaines  iufliiie 
On  my  behalfe,  whilfl  I  reuenge  my  felfe 
On  thefe  falce  feruants,  that  fupport  their  Lady 
In  her  adulterous  pracSlife.     Villaines,  dogges. 

I.  Capt.     Patience  my  Lord. 

Aviphitrio  beats  in  his  men.     Exit. 

Ale.     Nay  let  him  Rill  proceed, 
That  hauing  kiJd  them,  I  may  likewife  bleed. 
His  frenfie  is  my  death,  life  I  defpife. 
Thefe  are  the  fruits  of  idle  iealoufies. 

Enter  Jupiter. 

Yonder  he  comes  againe,  fo  foon  appeas'd, 
And  from  his  fury  :  I  fhall  nere  forget 
This  iniury,  till  I  haue  paid  his  debt. 

hipiter.     What  fad  Alcmefia  1     Pre' thee  pardon  me, 
'Twas  but  my  humour,  and  I  now  am  forry. 
Nay  whither  turn' ft  thou  1 

Ak.     All  the  wit  I  haue, 
I  muft  expreffe  :  borne  to  be  made  a  Haue  ; 
I  wonder  you  can  hold  your  hands,  not  flrike, 
If  I  a  ftrumpet  be,  and  wrong  your  bed. 
Why  doth  not  your  rude  hand  affault  this  head  1 

lup.     Oh  my  fweet  wife,  of  what  I  did  in  fport, 
Condemne  me  not :  If  needs,  then  chide  me  for't. 

Ale.     Was  it  becaufe  I  was  lafl  night  to  free 
Of  courteous  dalliance,  that  you  iniure  me  % 
Was  I  too  lauilh  of  my  loue  1     Next  night 
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Feare  not,  Il'e  keepe  you  fhort  of  your  delight : 
H'e  learne  to  keepe  you  off,  and  feeme  more  coy, 
You  fliall  no  more  fwim  in  excefie  of  ioy, 
Looke  fort  hereafter. 

Itip.     Punifli  me  I  pray. 

Ale.     Giue  me  my  dower  and  Il'e  be  gone  away  : 
Leaue  you  to  your  harfli  humors,  and  bafe  flrife, 
Onely  the  honour  of  a  vertuous  wife 
Il'e  beare  along ;  my  other  fubflance  keepe  : 
For  in  a  widowed  bed  Il'e  henceforth  fleepe. 

////.     By  this  right  hand,  which  you  Amphitrio  ov\e,. 
My  wrongs  henceforth  fliall  nere  affli(ft  you  fo. 
Speake,  are  we  friends  1     By  this  foft  kiffe  I  fweare, 
No  Lady  liuing  is  to  me  like  deare. 
Thefe  nuptiall  brawles  oft-times  more  loue  beget : 
The  rauifliing  pleafures,  when  lafL  night  we  met 
We  will  redouble.     Thefe  hands  fhall  not  part 
Till  we  be  reconcil'd. 

Ale.     You  haue  my  heart ; 
Nor  can  my  anger  lafl. 

lup.     Faire  loue  then  fmile, 

Enter  Blepharo  and  Socia. 

And  let  our  lips  our  hearts  thus  reconcile. 

Bleph.     Thou  tel'fl  me  wonders. 

Soeia.  I  affure  you  there  are  two  Soeia!s,  and  for 
ougkt  I  can  heare,  there  are  two  Amphitrid s  :  we 
were  in  hope  to  haue  two  golden  bowles.  Now  if 
your  (hip  can  get  two  maiflers,  you  will  be  fimply  fur- 
nifh't  to  lea.  But  fee  my  Lord  and  my  Lady  are 
friends  ;  let  vs  be  partakers  of  their  reconcilement. 

Bleph.  Haile  to  the  generall :  you  fent  to  me  my 
Lord. 

lup.     True  Blephai'o  : 
But  things  are  well  made  euen,  and  we  attoned, 
Your  chiefefl  bufmeffe  is  to  feafl  with  vs. 
Attend  vs  Soeia.     Faire  Alemena  now 
We  are  both  one,  combin'd  by  oath  and  vow.  Exeunt. 

I      2 
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Soda.  Ther's  muficke  in  this:  If  they  feafl  He 
feaR  with  them,  and  make  my  belly  amends  for  all  the 
blowes  receiu'd  vpon  my  backe. 

Enter  Gajibned. 

Gan.  Jupiter  and  Alcmeiia  are  entred  at  the  backe 
gate,  whil'fl  Amphitrio  is  beating  his  feruants  out  at 
the  foregate.  Als  in  vp-rore  :  I  do  but  watch  to  fee 
him  out  in  the  flreet,  to  fliut  the  gates  againfl  him. 
But  yonder  is  Socia,  I'le  paffe  by  him  without  fpeak- 
ing. 

Soda.  I  fliould  haue  feene  your  face  when  I  haue 
look't  my  felfe  in  a  glade,  yourfweet  phifnomy,  fhould 
be  of  my  acquaintance :  I  will  not  paffe  him  without 
Conge.  They  paffe  with  ma7iy  Jlrange  Co?iges. 

Enter  Amphitrio,  beating  before  him  his  feruants^  the 
two  Captaines,  they  meet  with  Ganimed. 

Amph.     Villaines,  dogges,  diuels.  J 

1.  Capt,     Noble  Generall.  ' 
Afnph.     Thefe  two  wrongs  are  to  indigne.     Socia  i 

return'd  ?  | 

Where's  Blepharol  1 

Gan.     I  haue  fought  him  aboord  ;  but  he  is  in  the 

Citty  to  fee  fome  of  his  friends,  and  will  not  returne 

till   dinner.     Now  for  a  tricke  to  fhut  the  gates  vpon 

him.  Exit. 

A??tph.     Patience,    if    thou    hafl    any   power    on 

earth, 
Inf^fe  it  here,  or  I  thefe  hypocrites, 
Thefe  bafe  fuggeflers  of  their  Ladies  wrongs, 
Shall  to  the  death  purfue. 

2.  Capt.     Finde  for  their  punifliment 
Some  more  deliberate  feafon  :  fleepe  vpon't. 
And  by  an  order  more  dire6l  and  plaine 
Void  of  this  ftrange  confufion,  cenfure  them. 

Ai7iphi.     Sir,  you  aduife  well,  I  will  qualify 
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This  hcatc  of  rage  :  now  I  haue  beate  them  forth 
Let's  in  and  fee  my  wife,  Soda  flolne  hence 
And  the  gates  fhut,  let's  knocke. 

Knockes,  enter  Ganimed  aboue. 

Gani.  What  Rufhn's  that  that  knocks  ?  you  thinke 
behke  the  nailes  of  our  dores  are  as  fawcy  as  your 
felfe,  that  they  neede  beating. 

Amphi.     Socia  I  am  thy  Lord  Amphitrio, 

Gani,  You  are  a  fooles  head  of  your  owne,  are 
you  not? 

Amphi.     Ruffin  and  foole. 

Gani.  Take  coxcombe  and  affe  along,  if  you  bee 
not  fatisfied. 

Amphi.     Do  you  condemne  me  now,  pray  Gentle- 
men 

Do  me  but  right,  haue  I  iufl,  caufe  to  rage  % 
Can  you  that  haue  perfwaded  mee  to  peace 
Brooke  this  %  oh  for  fome  battering  engine  heere 
To  race  my  Pallace  walles,  or  fome  iron  Ramme 
To  plant  againfl  thefe  gates. 

Gani.  Sirrah,  I'le  make  you  eate  thefe  words,  flay 
but  till  I  come  downe,  I'le  fend  you  thence  with  a 
vengeance,  I  am  now  comming,  looke  to  it,  I'le 
tickle  you  with  your  counterfeit  companions  there. 

Exit. 

1.  Cap.     This  is  too  much,  'tis  not  to  be  indured. 
Amphi.     I  wiOi  of  heauen  to  haue  no  longer  life 

then  once  more  to  behold  him,  hee  fhall  pay  for  all 
the  refl. 

2.  Bapt.     He  promifl  to  come  downe. 

Enter  Socia  and  Blcpharo. 

I.  Capt.  And  I  thinke  hee  will,  for  harke,  I  heare 
the  gates  open. 

Amphi.  Forbeare  a  little,  note  the  villaines 
humor. 

Socia.     Al's  quiet  within,  I'le  go  helpe  to  fetch  my 
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Lords  flnfie  from   flii]),  but  fee,  hee's  out  of  the  gates 
before  vs,  which  way  came  hee  ? 

JUeph.     Hee  hath  made  haft. 

Socia.  I  thinke  he  hath  crept  through  the  key- 
hole. 

Amph.  Nay,  I'le  be  patient  feare  not,  note  my 
humor  :  Socia. 

Socia.     My  Lord. 

Aviphi.  My  honefl  Blcphm'o  I'le  talke  with  you 
anone,  my  faithfull  feruant,  who  pad  this  houfe  to  you, 
that  you  haue  power  to  keepe  the  Maifler  out  %  tell 
me,  what  know  you  by  your  faire  Miflrefle,  that  you 
call  your  Lord  coxcombe  and  affe,  (nay  I  am  patient 
flill)  Amphitrioes  name  is  heere  forgot,  foole,  ruffin  are 
nothing,  them  I  pardon,  now  you  are  downe,  when  do 
you  beate  me  head-long  from  the  gate,  and  thefe  my 
counterfeit  companions  hence. 

Socia.  Who  I.  I,  is  your  Lordfliip  as  wife  as  God 
might  haue  made  you,  I. 

Aviphi.  You  fee  we  are  here  fiill,  when  doe  you 
flrike,  what?  not :  Then  I'le  beginne  with  you. 

Bleph.     Amphitrio. 

Socia.     My  Lord's  mad,  helpe  Gentlemen. 

Bleph.     If  you  be  Gentlemen  and  loue  AmphiiriOy 
Or  if  you  know  me  to  be  Blepharo 
Your  Maifler  that  transported  you  by  fea 
Giue  not  this  madneffe  fcope,  vpon  my  credit 
Socia  is  guiltleffe  of  this  fake  furmife. 

Amphi.     Is  Blepharo  turn'd  mad  too. 

Bleph.     Generall  no. 
It  pitties  me  that  left  you  late  fo  milde 
And  in  fuch  peacefull  conference  with  your  wife 
So  fuddenly  to  linde  you  lunaticke, 
Pray  helpe  to  bind  him  Gentlemen. 

Amphi.     So,  fo,  am  I  abus'd  or  no,  fpeake  felIo\y 
fouldiers. 

I .  Cap.     Infufferable,  and  yet  forbeare  your  rage. 
Breath,  breathy  vpon't  and  find  fome  other  leafure 
Thefe  errors  to  determine. 

Amphi.     Well,  I  will. 


J 
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Enter  Iiipifer,  Alcmena,   Ga?iimed  before    all  the 
feruants  running  f carefully. 

Socia.     Yonder's  my  brother,  my  fame  felfe. 

Bleph.     Two  Socia  s,  two  Amphitriocs. 

I.  Cap.     Coniuring,  witch-craft. 

lup.     Friends  and  my  fellow  fouldiers,  you  haue 
dealt 
Vnfriendly  with  mee,  to  befiedge  my  houfe 
With  thefe  exclaimes,  to  bring  Impoflers  hither. 
Is  there  no  law  in  Thebes  ?  will  Creon  fuffer  me 
For  all  my  feruice,  to  be  iniur'd  thus  % 

Amph.     Bee'fl  thou  infernall   hagge,   or  fiend  in- 
carnate, 
I  coniure  thee. 

lup.     Friends,  I  appeale  to  you  : 
When  haue  you  knowne  me  mad  ?   v/hen  rage  and 

raue  % 
Shall  my  humanity  and  mildneffe  thus 
Be  recompenfl  ?  to  be  out  brau'd,  out-fac'd 
By  fome  deluding  Fairy  ?  To  haue  my  feruants 
Beat  from  my  gates  ?  my  Generall  houfe  diflurb'd, 
My  wife  full  growne,  and  groaning,  ready  now 
To  inuoke  Lucina^  to  be  check't  and  fcorn'd  % 
Examine  all  my  deedr,  Amphitrioes  mildneffe 
Had  neuer  reference  to  this  luglers  rage, 

1.  Capt.  Sure  this  is  is  the  Generall,  he  was  euer  a 
milde  Gentleman  :  I'le  follow  him. 

2.  Capt.  There  can  be  but  one  Amphitrio^  and  this 
appeares  to  be  he  by  his  noble  carriage. 

Bleph.  This  is  that  Amphitrio  I  condu6led  by 
fea  : 

I.  Seru.  My  Lord  was  neuer  mad-man,  This  fhall 
be  my  maifler. 

All.     And  mine. 

Ale.     This  is  my  husband. 

Sac.     Il'e  euen  make  bold  to  go  with  the  beil. 

Gan.  Soft  fir,  the  true  Socia  mufl  goe  with  the  true 
Amphitrio. 
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Aniph.     Oh  thou  omnipotent  thunder !  flrike  Am- 
phitrio^ 
And  free  me  from  this  labyrinth.  '1 

lup.     Gentlemen,  F 

My  houfe  is  free  to  you ;  onely  debar'd 
Thefe  Counterfets  :  Thefe  gates  that  them  exclude, 
Stand  open  to  you  :  Enter  and  tafle  our  bounty, 
Attend  vs.  'Laffe  poore  AmpJiitrio^ 
1  muft  confeffe  I  do  thee  too  much  wrong, 
To  keep  thee  in  thefe  maze  of  doubts  fo  long; 
Which  here  fhall  end  :  For  luno  I  efpy, 
Who  all  our  amorous  paflimes  fees  from  hye  : 
As  fhe  defcends,  fo  mufl  I  mount  the  fpheares 
To  flop  her,  left  fhe  thunder  in  our  eares. 

Exeunt  all  but  Amphitrio  a7id  Socia. 

Amp/i,     What  art  thou  ? 

Soc.     Nay,  what  art  thou  ? 

Amph.     I  am  not  my  felfe. 

Soc.  You  would  not  beleeue  me  when  I  fayd  I  was 
not  my  felfe  :  why  fliould  I  beleeue  you  1 

Auiph.     Art  thou  Soda  li 

Soc.  That's  more  then  I  can  refolue  you  :  for  the 
world  is  growne  fo  dangerous,  a  man  dares  fcarce 
make  bold  with  his  owne  name  ;  but  I  am  he  was  fent 
with  a  letter  to  my  Lady. 

Amph.     And  I  am  he  that  fent    thee  with    that 
letter, 
Yet  dare  not  fay  I  am  Amphitrio ; 
My  wife,  houfe,  friends,  my  feruants  all  deny  me. 

Soc.  You  haue  reafon  to  loue  me  the  better,  fince 
none  flickes  to  you  but  I. 

Amph.     Let  all  yon  flarry  flru6lure  from  his  balTes 
Shrinke  to  the  earth,  that  the  whole  face  of  heauen 
FaUing  vpon  forlorne  Amphitrio, 
May  like  a  marble  monumentall  ftone. 
Lye  on  me  in  my  graue.     Eternall  lleepe 
Cad  a  no6lurnall  filme  before  thefe  eyes, 
That  they  may  nere  more  gaze  vpon  yon  heauens, 
That  haue  beheld  my  fhame  :  or  fleepe,  or  death 
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Command  me  flint  thefe  opticke  windowes  in  : 
My  braine  is  coffin'd  in  a  bed  of  lead, 
'Tis  cold  and  heauy  ;  be  my  pillow  Socia  : 
For  I  mufl  fleepe. 

Soc.     And  fo  mufl  I,  pray  make  no  noyfe,  for  waking 
me  or  my  maifler.  Theyjleepe, 

luno  and  Iris  defcend from  the  heauens. 

luno.     Ins  away,  I  haue  found  th'  adulterer  now  : 
Since  Mercury  faire  loes  keeper  flew. 
The  hundred-eyed  Argus,  I  haue  none 
To    dogge    and   watch    him    when    he    leaues    the 

heauens. 
No  fooner  did  I  miffe  him,  but  I  fought 
Heauen,  fea,  and  earth  :  I  brib'd  the  funne  by  day, 
And  flarres  by  night  ;  but  all  their  iealous  eyes 
He  with  thicke  mifts  hath  blinded,  and  fo  fcap't. 
Iris  my  Raine-bow  threw  her  circle  round. 
If  he  had  beene  on  earth,  to  haue  clafp't  him  in, 
And  kept  him  in  the  circle  of  her  armes 
Till  fhe  had  cal'd  for  luno  :  But  her  fearch 
He  foone  deluded  in  his  flye  tranf-fhapes. 
And  till  I  faw  here  two  /iviphitrioes, 
I  had  not  once  fufpecfled  him  in  Thebes. 
Roab'd  all  in  wrath,  and  clad  in  fcarlet  fury, 
I  come  to  be  aueng'd  vpon  that  flrumpet 
That  durfl  prefume  to  adulterate  lunocs  bed. 
Pull  me  from  heauen  (faire  Iris)  a  blacke  cloud, 
From  which  Il'e  faOiion  me  a  beldams  fliape, 
And  fuch  a  powerfull  charme  Il'e  cafl  on  her, 
As  that  her  baflard-brats  fliall  nere  be  borne  ; 
But  make  her  wombe  their  Tombes.     Iris  away. 

Iris.     I  flye  Madame.  Exit  Iris. 

luno.     No,   thefe   are   mortals,   and    not    them  I 
feeke. 
I  feare  me  if  he  heare  of  me  in  Thebes, 
He  (with  his  Minion)  fl.reight  will  mount  the  heauens. 
But  let  him  feat  him  on  the  loftiefl  fpire 
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Heaucn  hatli :  or  ])lace  me  in  the  lowed  of  hell, 
Il'e  reach  him  with  my  clamours. 

Socia.     Hey -ho,  now  am  1  (heam'd  of  a  fcold. 

Enter  Iris  ivitJi  a  habit. 

lum.     But  Iris  is  retiirn'd  :  Rage,  fead  thy  fill, 
Till  I  the  mother  fley,  the  badards  kill.        Exit  Iwio. 

y 

Thunder  and  li(:[htning.     All  the  fernants  run  out  of   \ 
the  ho ufe  affrighted,  the  tivo  Captains  and  Blepharo,    ' 
Amphitrio  and  Socia   amazedly   awake :    lupiter 
appear es  i?i  his  glory  v?ider  a  Raine-bow^  to  whom 
they  all  kfteele. 

lup.     The  Thunderer  thunders,  and  the  Lord  of 
feare. 
Bids  thee  not  feare  at  all  Amphitrio. 
loue,  that  againd  the  Theleboans  gaue  thee 
The  palme  of  Conqued,  and  hath  crown'd  thy  browes 
With  a  vi61:orious  wreath,  commands  thy  peace 
With  faire  Aleme?ia,  die  that  neuer  bofom'd 
Mortall,  faue  thee  ;  The  errours  of  thy  feruants 
Forbeare  to  punifli,  as  forgot  by  vs. 
And  finde  vs  to  thy  prayers  propicious. 
Thy  wife  full  growne,  inuokes  Lucinaes  ayd  : 
Send  in  to  cheare  her  in  her  painefull  throwes. 
Hers,  and  thy  Orifons  wee'l  beare  to  heauen  ; 
And  they  in  all  your  greated  doubts  and  feares, 
Shall  haue  acceffe  to  our  immortall  eares. 

Amph.     loue  is  our  patron,  and    his    power   our 
awe, 
His  maiedy  our  wonder  :  will,  our  law. 

lup.     Our  A61  thus  ends^  we  would  haue  all  things 
euen, 
Smile  you  on  earth  whild  we  reioyce  in  heauen. 
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Aftus  3. 

Enter  Homer  one  way,  luno  a7ioiher. 

Homer.     Behold  where  luno  comes^  and  with  a  fpell 
Shuts  vp  the  woitdie  by  which  loucs/onne  viujl pajfc  : 
For  whiljljliee  Croffe-lcg' d fits  (as  old  wiues  tell. 
And  with  clutch^  hands)  there  is  no  way  alas 
For  faire  Alcmena's  childing.     All  thofe  7uiiies 
That  heare  her  paiftfull  throwes,  are  in  difpaire  : 
Yet  in  her  w 0771b e  the  loue-bred  Ijfiiie  Jlriiies  : 
Three  dayes  are  pafi,  her  pai7ies  fiill  g7'eater  are. 
But  note  a  wonians  wit,  though  \\\wq>  fniile. 
A  Belda77ts  braine  the  Goddejfe  JJiall  beguile. 

luno.     Ha,  ha  !  Now  loice  with  thy  omnipotence. 
Make  (if  thou  canfl)  way  for  thy  baflards  birth, 
Whofe  paffage  I  thus  binde,  and  in  this  knot 
Which  till  their  deaths,  fliall  neuer  be  diffolu'd, 
I  haue  power  to  flrangle  all  the  charmes  of  hell. 
Nor   powers   of  heauen    fliall    flreight    me,    till   the 

deaths 
Of  yon  adultereffe  and  her  mechall  brats. 
Laugh  Gods  and  men,  fea,  earth,  and  ayre  make  ioy, 
That  Iimo  thus  Alenie7ia  can  deflroy. 

Enter  the  Midwife,  Galantis,  with  two  or  three  other 
aged  W07nen. 

Galan.  Haue  you  obferu'd  her  to  fit  croffe-leg'd 
euer  fmce  my  Lady  began  her  trauell  %  I  fufpecl  witch- 
craft, Il'e  haue  a  tricke  to  rouze  her. 

Mid.  No  doubt  but  did  flie  open  her  knees  and 
fingers,  my  Lady  fhould  haue  fafe  deliuery. 

Qal.  Trufl  to  my  wit,  Il'e  in  &  find  a  m canes  to 
ftartle  her. 

Beld.  Note  how  the  Beldame  fmiles,  and  in  her 
clutches 
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Strangles  my  Ladies  birth  :  fome  friend  remoue  her. 
luno.     Ha,  ha,  lie,  tlicir  tcarcs  my  gricfes  recure, 
Thus  I  reucnge  mc  of  their  deeds  impure. 

Enter  Galaiitis  merry. 

Gal.     Now  lone  be  prais'd,  and  Ladies  dry  your 
teares, 
And  gentle  Madame  come  reioyce  with  vs. 

Juno.     Wliy,  what's  the  matter  ? 

Gal.     I  cannot  hold  my  ioy  :  thankes  faire  Lucina 
Goddeffe  of  child-birth,  lone  and  all  be  prais'd, 
Alcfnena  is  deliuered,  brought  to  bed 
Of  a  fine  chopping  boy.  luno  rifeth. 

luno.     Is  my  fpell  faild  ]    how  could   I  curfe  and 
teare  ? 

Mid.     The   witch   is   rouz'd,    in      and    fee   what 
newes. 

Gal.  Stay,  flay,  Il'e  go  fee  what  comfort's  within  : 
for  when  I  came  out  I  left  my  poore  Lady  in  midft  of 
all  her  torment. 

Iwio.     What  edge  of  fleele,  or  Adamantine  chaine, 
Hath  forc'd  in  two  the  vertue  of  my  charme  1 
Which  Gods  and  diuels  gaue  vnite  confent 
To  be  infract  ?  Oh  powerfull  Jupiter  ! 
I  feare  thy  hand's  in  this. 

Enter  Galantis  extreainely  laughing. 

Beld.     How  the  witch  flormes  ! 

Juno.     What  meanes  the  wretch  to  hold  her  fides 
&  laugh. 
And  ftill  to  point  at  me  ?     How  now  Gala7itis  % 

GaL  That's  my  name  indeed  :  (hold  heart,  hold) 
you  are  a  witch,  are  you  ?  you  fat  croffe-leg'd,  did 
you  %  my  Lady  could  not  bee  brought  to  bed,  could 
Ihe  %     And  now  Gallantis  hath  gul'd  you,  hath  flie  ] 

Juno.     The  morrall. 

Gal.     Il'e  tell  theej  I  fufpedling  thy  trechery  to 
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my  Lady,  brought  in  counterfet  newes  Hie  was 
brought  to  bed,  which  you  (gooddy  witch)  no  fooner 
heard,  but  rofe  vp  ;  &  no  fooner  had  you  cad  your 
armes  abroad,  but  my  Lady  was  dehuered  of  two 
goodly  boyes,  one  hke  my  Lord  Atnphitrio^  but  the 
other  the  braueR  chopping  lad — laugh  the  beldam  out 
of  her  skin,  and  then  returne  to  comfort  my  Lady. 

Exeunt. 
Juno.     Oh  that  we  Hiould  be  fubie6t  to  the  Fates  ! 
And  though  being  Gods,  yet  by  their  power  be  crofl. 
Galantis,  Il'e  be  firft  reueng'd  on  thee 
For  this  derifion,  and  tranf-forme  thy  fhape 
To  fome  fowle  monRer,  that  fliall  beare  thy  name. 
And  are  the  badards  borne  1     They  haue  paft  the 

wombe, 
They  fliall  not  paffe  the  cradle.     Iris  Ho. 

Enter  Iris. 

Iris.     Madame. 

Iu?io.      Fly  into   Affricke^   from    the    mountaines 
there 
Chufe  me  two  venemous  ferpents,  of  the  blood 
That  Perfeus  dropt  out  of  the  Gorgons  head 
When  on  his  winged  horfe,  with  that  new  fpoyle 
He  croft  the  Affricke  climate  ;  thou  flialt  know  them 
By  their  fell  poyfon,  and  their  fierce  afpecSl.     When 
Iris  ? 

Iris.     I  am  gone. 

luno.     Hafle  Iris,  flye  with  expeditions  wings, 
Thefe  brats  fhall  dye  by  their  inuenomed  flings. 

Home  r. 

The  iealous  Goddeffe  in  the  Chamber  throwes 

The  poyfonous  ferpents,  who  foone  wound  aiid  kill 

Yotig  Ipe(5letes,  whom  Amphitrio  owes. 

But  HerculeS;  whom  loue  with  po7uer  doth  Jill, 

You  firjl  JJiall  ifi  his  ijif ant-cradle  fee, 

Ere  growne  a  man,  famous  for  chiualrie. 
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The  Nurfcs  hr'uv^  yo7ig  Hercules  in  /lis  Cradle,  and 
Icauc  Jiini.  Enter  luno  and  Iris  with  two  fnakcs, 
put  thcni  to  the  childe  and  depart :  Hercules  Jlr an- 
gles them  ;  to  them  Amphitrio,  admiring  the  aeei- 
dent. 

Horn.     Jfe  that  could  in  his  cradle  ferpcnts  kill^ 
Will  {being  growne)  the  world  with  wonders  Jill. 
Imagine  him  full  groiune,  and  nobly  traiiid 
By  King  ELirifleus,  the  bold  youth  proclaimes 
Pajlimes  of  exercife,  cohere  he  hath  gained 
Chiefe  praife  and palme  in  thefe  O limp icke  games. 

Them  we  niufl  next,  as  his  firfl  grace prefent 

With  luno,  to  his  fame  maleuolent. 

Enter ^  after  great  fliouts  andflourifJtes^  luno  and 
King  Eurifleus. 

lujio.      Harke,  harke   Eurifleus,   how  the   yelling 
throats 
Of  the  rude  rabble,  deifie  his  praife  : 
Their  lofty  clamours,  and  their  flirill  applaufes 
Strike  'gainft  the  cleare  and  azure  floores  of  heauen, 
And  thence  againfl  the  earth  reuerberate, 
That  luno  can  nor  reft  aboue  nor  here. 
But  flill  his  honours  clangor  ftrikes  mine  eare. 

Eurijl.     Patience  celeftiall  Goddeffe,  as  I  wilh 
Your  powerfull  aidance  when  I  need  it  mofl, 
So  for  your  fake  I  will  impofe  him  dangers, 
Such  and  fo  great,  that  without  loues  owne  hand, 
He  fhall  not  haue  the  power  to  fcatter  them. 

luno.     If  neither  tyrants,  monflers,  fauages, 
Giants  nor  hell-hounds,  can  the  baftard  quell ; 
Let  him  be  pafht,  flab'd,  flrangled,  poifoned, 
Or  murdered  fleeping.     Harke  Eurifleus  flill 

Jhouts  within. 
How  their  wide  throates  his  high  applaufes  fhrill. 

Eur.     Th'  earth  fhall  not  breed  a  monfler,  nor  the 
heauens 
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Threaten  a  danger  fhall  not  taske  his  life. 

luno.     Thou  chim'fl   me   fpheare-like   muficke,    I 
haiie  rouz'd 
A  monflrous  Lyon,  that  doth  range  thefe  woods  : 
My  deere  Eurijleus^  make  him  tugge  with  \i\vi\.  Jhouts. 
Still  doth  his  praife  make  the  heauen  refound  \ 
Farewell  Eurijleiis^  11' e  not  fee  him  crown'd. 

Exit  luno. 


Enter  the  Kings  of  Greece  to  Eurifteus,  with  Garlands^ 
Hercules,  Thefeus,  Perithous,  Philo6letes,  with 
others  from  the  games  of  Olimpus. 

I.  King.     Thefe   honoured    paflimes    on    Olimpus 
mount, 
Begun  by  thee  the  Theban  Hercules, 
Shall  lail  beyond  all  time  and  memory. 
Thou  art  vnpeer'd,  all  Greece  refounds  thy  praife, 
And  crowne  thy  worth  with  thefe  greene  wreaths  of 
Bales. 

Here.      More   deere  to  me  then  the   beft   golden 
Arch 
That  ere  crown'd  Monarkes  brow,  we  haue  begun 
In  paflimes,  wee'le  proceed  to  adls  more  dreadfull, 
To  expreffe  our  power  and  hardiment  : 
Though  by  your  fufferage,  we  haue  befl  deferu'd  \ 
Yet  merit  we  not  all,  thefe  Grecian  Princes, 
Although  degree'd  below  vs,  did  excell, 
Though  not  as  beft,  receiue  as  thofe  did  well. 
Thefeus,  Perithoics,  Philofletes,  take 
Your  valours  meeds,  your  praifes  lowd  did  found, 
Then  each  one  take  from  Hercules  a  crowne. 

Thef     Braue   Theban   youth,  no   leffe   then   loues 
owne  fon, 
Giue  Thefeus  leaue  both  to  admire  and  loue  thee  : 
Lets  henceforth  haue  one  foule. 

Here.     Thefeus  commands  the  heart  of  Hercules^ 
And  all  my  deeds,  next  loue  omnipotent, 
Il'e  confecrate  to  thee  and  to  thy  loue. 
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Perith.      Though    all   vnworthy   to   be   Ril'd    the 
friend 
Of  great  A  hides,  giiie  PcritJious  Icaue 
To  do  thee  honour,  and  admire  thy  worth. 

Philoft.     That  PJiiloftdes  begges  of  Hercules. 
Thy  curtefie  equals  thy  acSliue  power  : 
And  thou  in  both  art  chiefe  and  patterneleffe. 

Here.     We  prize  you   as   the   deerefl   gemmes  of 
Greece^ 
And  all  the  honours  of  Alcmenaes  fonne 
You  fliall  partake,  whil'fl  thefe  braue  Argiue  Kings, 
That  rang  vs  plaudits  for  the  Olimpike  games, 
Shall  clap  our  triumphes  'gainft  the  dreadful'fl  mon- 

(lers 
Heauen   can   fend   downe,    or   deepe  Auerne  belch 

forth. 
As  for  the  earth-bred  monflers,  we  haue  power 
Infus'd  by  loue^  to  calme  their  infolence. 
Nor  will  we  ceafe,  till  we  haue  purchas'd  vs 
The  name  of  Tyrant-ta??ter  through  the  world. 

Eurijl.     It  glads  Eurijieus  to  be  made  fo  happy 
As  to  be  Tutor  to  this  noble  youth. 
Thou  haft  (witneffe  Olimpiis)  prou'd  thy  felfe 
The  fwiftefl,  adliu'fl,  ableft,  flrongefl,  conning'ft 
In  fhaft  or  dart ;  which  when  thy  flep-dame  luno 
Shall  vnderftand  how  much  thou  do'll  exceil,  j 

As  'twill  pleafe  loue^  it  will  content  her  well.  ■ 

Here.     May  we  renown e  Eurijieus  by  our  fame, 
As  we  (hall  ftriue  to  pleafe  that  heauenly  dame. 

Eur.     Set  on  then  Princes  to  the  further  honours 
Of  this  bold  Theban  :  may  he  ftill  proceed  » 

To  crowne  great  Greece  with  many  a  noble  deed.  t 

Enter  a  Heardfma?i  wounded. 

Thef.     Stay   Lords :    what   meanes   this   Tragicke 

fpe6lacle  ? 
Herd/.     If  Greece,  that  whilome  was  efleem'd  the 

fpring 
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Of  valor,  and  the  well  of  chiualry, 
Can  yeeld  an  army  of  refolued  fpirits, 
Mufler  them  all  againfl  one  dreadfuU  beafl, 
That  keeps  the  forrefls  and  the  woods  in  awe : 
Commands  the  Cleonean  continent, 
Vnpeoples  townes  ;  And  if  not  interdicted, 
In  time  will  make  all  Greece  a  wilderneffe. 

Here.     Heardfman,  thou  hafl  exprefl  a  monflrous 
beafl, 
Worthy  the  taske  of  loue-borne  Hercules, 
What  is  the  fauadge  ?  fpeake. 

Herdf.     Whether  fome  God, 
With  Greece  offended,  fends  him  as  a  murreine, 
To  flrike  our  heards  ;  or  as  a  worfer  plague, 
Your  people  to  deRroy  :  But  a  fierce  Lyon 
Liues  in  the  neighbour  forrefl,  preying  there 
On  man  and  beafl,  not  fatisfied  with  both. 
Ten  Heardfmen  of  my  traine  at  once  he  flew, 
And  me  thus  wounded ;  yet  his  maw  vnftaunch't, 
He  flill  the  thicke  Neniean  groues  doth  flray, 
As  if  the  world  were  not  fufficient  pray. 

Eiirijl.      This   Lyon    were   a   taske   worthy   loues 
fonne, 
Oh  free  vs  from  this  feare  great  Hercules. 

Here.     If  he  be  den'd,   Il'e  rouze  the  monflrous 
beafl ; 
If  feeking  prey,  Il'e  chace  him  through  the  groues, 
And  hauing  ouer-run  the  fugitiue, 
Dare  him  to  fingle  warre  :  It  fits  loues  fonne 
Wraflle  with  Lyons,  and  to  tugge  with  Beares, 
Grapple  with  Dragons,  and  incounter  Whales. 
Be  he  (as  loues  owne  Ihield)  invulnerable, 
Or  be  his  breafl  hoop't  in  with  ribbes  of  braffe, 
Be  his  teeth  rafer'd,  and  his  tallons  keene. 
Sending  at  euery  blow,  fire  from  his  bones. 
Yet  I  ere  night  will  cafe  me  in  his  skin. 

This  is  a  fport 

Aboue  th'  Olimpiads ;  we  will  hunt  to  day 
Yon  fierce  Ne?fiean  terror,  as  a  game 
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Bccomniing  Ilcrailcs.     Winde  homes,  away  : 

For  now  a  generall  hunting  we  proclaime, 

Follow  vs  Princes,  you  that  loue  the  game.       Exeunt. 

Wind  hoj'ncs.     Enter  luno  and  Iris  aboue  in  a  cloud. 

luno.     Yon  cheerefull  noyfe  of  hunting  tels  mine 
eare 
Hee's  in  the  Chace  :  Redouble  Ire  on  Ire, 
And  teare  the  baflard  Thcban  limbe  from  limbe. 
Where  art  thou  Iris^  tell  me  from  the  cloud, 
Where  I  haue  plac'd  thee  to  behold  the  Chace. 

Iris  aloft.     Great  Hercules 
Purfues  him  through  the  medowes,  mountaines,  rockes. 

Iimo.     And  flyes  the  fauadge  ?  will  he  not  turne 
head, 
Knowing  his  skin  (faue  by  loues  Thunderbolt) 
Not  to  be  pierc'd  ?  bafe  trembHng  coward  beafl. 

Ii'is.     Now  doth  the  Lyon  turne  'gainfl  Hei'cules 
With  violent  fury  :  'laffe  poore  Hercules. 

Iu7io.     Gramercy  Iris^  I  will  crowne  thy  brow 
With  a  new  cafe  of  flarres,  for  thefe  good  newes. 

JJiouts  TiHthin. 

Iris.     Oh  !  well  done  Hercules. 
He  fliakes  him  from  his  flioulders  like  a  feather. 
And  hurles  the  Lyon  flat :  The  beafl  again  e 
Leaps  to  his  throat ;  Alcides  grapples  with  him. 
The  Lyon  now  :  Now  He?xules  againe. 
And  now  the  beaft ;  me  thinkes  the  combat's  euen. 

luno.     Not  yet  deftroyd  1  Jhoiits  within. 

his.     Well  wraflled  Hercules  : 
He  gaue  the  monflrous  Lyon  fuch  a  fall, 
As  if  a  mountaine  fhould  ore-whelme  withall.  ,■ 

Aboue  him  flill :  he  chokes  him  with  his  gripes. 
And  with  his  ponderous  buffets  flownds  the  beafl. 

luno.     Thus  is  my  forrow,  and  his  fame  increaft. 

Iris.     Now  he  hath  flrangled  him. 

Itmo.     Iris  difcend. 
But  though  this  faile,  H'e  other  dangers  flore, 
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My  Lyon  flaine,  I  will  prouide  a  Boare. 

Enter  to  them  at  one  doore,  Eurifleus,  and  the  Ki?i(^s  of 
Greece :  at  the  other  Hercules,  with  the  Lyons 
head  and  skinne^  Thefeus,  Perithous,  Philodletes. 

Here.     Thus  Hercules  begins  his  louiall  taskes  : 
The  horrid  bead  I  haue  torne  out  of  his  skin, 
And  the  Nemean  terror  naked  lyes, 
Defpoyl'd  of  his  inuinced  coat  of  Armes. 

Juno.     This  head  (O  vver't  the  head  of  Hercules) 
Doth  grace  Alcides  fhoulders,  and  me  thinkes, 
Deck'd    in    thefe    fpoyles,    thou    dar'fl   the   God    of 
Armes. 

Here.     To  you  great  Tuno^  doth  Alcmends  fonne 
His  high  laborious  valour  dedicate. 
You  might  haue  heard  the  Lyon  roare  to  heauen  ; 
Euen  to  the  high  tribunall  in  the  Spheares, 
Where   you    fit    crown'd   in  flarres.     We    fac'd    the 

bead, 
And  when  he  fixt  his  tallons  in  our  flefli, 
We  catch't  the  monfler  in  our  manly  gripes, 
And  made  him    thrice  breake  hold.       Long  did  we 

tugge 
For  eminence  :  but  when  we  prou'd  his  skin 
To  be  wound-free,  not  to  be  pierc'd  with  fteele, 
We  tooke  the  fauadge  monfler  by  the  throat. 
And  with  our  fmowy  puiffance  flrangled  him. 

Eurijl.     Alcides  honours   Thebes^  and  fames  whole 
Greece. 

Here.     There    fhall    not    breath   a  monfler    here 
vnawed, 
We  fhall  the  world  affoord  a  wonderment, 
Vnparalel'd  by  Theban  Hercules. 
This  Lyons  cafe  fhall  on  our  flioulders  hang, 
Wee'l  arme  our  body  with  th'vnvulner'd  skin  ; 
And  with  this  maffy  Club  all  monflers  dare  : 
And  thefe  fhall  Hke  a  bloudy  meteor  fliew 

K   2 
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More  drcadfull  then  Orions  flaming  lockes, 
T'a Aright  the  Gyants  that  opprefle  the  earth. 

Eur,     Let  Hercules  mcanc  time  abide  with  vs, 
Till  King  Eurijlcus  mew  atchieuements  finde, 
Worthy  his  valour. 

TJicf.     Honour  me  great  Prince, 
To  grace  my  friend  PcritJious^  and  his  ayd, 
To  be  at  their  high  fjjowfals. 

Pcrith.     Avpodamia, 
vShall  in  this  fuit  aflifl  Fcrit/ious, 
With  vs  the  Lapit/ies,  the  Cejitaurs  meete, 
Thofe  whom  Ixion  got  vpon  a  cloud. 
They  Hue  amongft  the  groues  of  Theffaly, 
And  in  their  double  fhapes  will  grace  our  feafl. 

Here.     Fertthous,  we  will  meet  the  Centaurs  there, 
And  quaffe  with  them  to  Hypodamia's  health. 
But  wherefore  flands  bright  hmo  difcontent  % 

Iu7io,     Oh    blame    me    not,   an    vncoth    fauadge 
Boare 
Deuafls  the  fertill  plaines  of  Theffaly : 
And  when  the  people  come  to  implore  our  ayd, 
Their  Hues  no  mortall  that  dare  vndertake 
To  combat  him  ;  The  rough  Nemean  Lyon 
Was  milde  to  this  :  he  plowes  the  forrefls  vp, 
His  fnowy  foame  he  fcatters  ore  the  hils, 
And  in  his  courfe  or-turnes  the  Dordan  okes  : 
Oh  let  him  dye  by  mighty  Hercules. 

Here.       Eternall    Goddeffe,    were    his     fharpned 
teeth 
More  dreadfull  then  the  phangs  of  Cerberus, 
Or  were  his  briflled-hide  loues  Thunder  proofe, 
Were  his  head  braffe,  or  his  breaft  doubly  plated 
W^ith'befl.  Vulcaniaii  armour  Lenmos  yeelds  ; 
Yet  fhall  his  braines  rattle  beneath  my  Club. 
The  Ere?nant/iian  forrefl  where  he  den's, 
Shall  quake  with  terrour  when  we  beat  the  bead : 
And  when  we  cafl  his  backe  againft  the  earth, 
The   ground   fhall   groane   and   reele   with  as  much 
terror 
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As  when  the  Gya,nt  Typhon  fliakes  the  earth. 

Iiuio.     Oh  may'fl  thou  hue  the  Thcbaii  Conquerour, 
(Dye  by  the  fury  of  that  fauadge  fwine, 
And  with  thy  carkalTe  ghit  his  rauenous  maw). 

Here.     Perithous^  I  will  bring  thee  to  thy  Bridals 
This  huge  wilde  fwine,  to  feafl  the  Centaurs  with, 
Dianas  wrath  fliall  be  Alcides  difh, 
Which  hee'l  prefent  to  Hypodamia. 
Tkefcus  and  Philofletes^  you  confort 
PeritJwus.  and  affifl  the  Laypthes 
In  thefe  high  preparations  :  We  will  take 
The  Ei'eiiuDithlan  forrefl  in  our  way. 
Let's  part,  and  facred  Goddeffe  wifh  vs  well 
In  our  atchieuements. 

luiLo.     To  be  damn'd  in  helL  Exeunt, 


Enter  Ceres  a?id  Proferpine  attired  like  the  Moone,  with 
a  company  of  Swaifus,  and  cou7itry  Wenches : 

They  fmg. 

With  /aire  Ceres  Queene  of  graine 
Song.     The  reaped  fields  we  ronie,  ronie,  roi?ie. 

Each  Countrey  Peafant,  Nimph  and  Swaiiic 
Sing  their  haruefl  honie,  ho7ne,  home  : 
Whilfl  the  Qiieejie  of  plenty  hallow es 
Groiving  fields  as  well  as  fallowes. 

Eccho  double  all  our  Layes, 

Make  the  Champians  foimd,  found,  found 

To  the  Queene  of  haruefl prafe, 

That  fowes   and  reapes  our  ground,  ground, 

ground. 
Ceres  Queene  of  plenty  hallo7ves 
Growijig  fields  as  well  as  fallowes. 

Ceres,     As  we  are  Ceres,  Queene  of  all  fertility, 
The  eajrihes  ijfler,  Aunt  to  higheft  lupiler. 
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And  mother  to  this  beauteous  childe  the  Moone, 
So  will  we  bleffe  your  haruefls,  crownc  your  fields 
With  i)lenty  and  increafe  :  your  bearded  eares 
Shall  make  their  golden  Ralkes  of  wheat  to  bend 
Below  their  laden  riches ;  with  full  fickles 
You  fliall  receiue  the  vfury  of  their  feeds. 
Your  fallowes  and  your  gleabes  our  felfe  will  till 
From  cuery  furrow  that  your  plow-Hiares  raze 
Vpon  the  i)lenteous  earth,  our  fiflers  bread, 
You  fliall  cafL  vp  aboundance  for  your  gratitude 
To  Ceres  and  the  chafle  Froferpi?ta. 

Prof.     Whil'fl  with  thefe  fwaines  my  mother  merry- 
makes. 
And  from  their  hands  eates  cakes  of  newefl  wheate, 
The  firfllings  of  their  vowed  facrifice, 
Leaue  me  behinde  to  make  me  various  garlands 
Of  all  the  choycefl  flowers  thefe  medowes  yeeld, 
To    decke    my  browes,   and   keepe   my   face    from 

fcorches 
Of  Phoebus  raies. 

Ceres.     That  done  return e  to  vs, 
Vnto  our  Temple,  where  w^e'le  feafl  thefe  fwaines. 

Proferp.     No  fooner  fhall  faire  Flora  crowme  my 
temples, 
But  I  your  offerings  will  participate. 

Ceres.     Now  that  the  heauens  and  earth  are  both 
appeased 
And  the  huge  Giants  that  affaulted  loue. 
Are  flaughtered  by  the  hand  of  lupiter  \ 
We  haue  leafure  to  attend  our  harmeleffe  fwaines  : 
Set  on  then  to  our  Rurall  ceremonies.    Exeunt  fmgifig. 

Tempejls  he?ice,  Iience  winds  and  hailes, 
Tares,  cockle,  rotten  JItowers,  fhowers^JJiowers, 
Our  fongjhall  keep  time  with  ourflailes, 
Whe?i    Ceres    fingSj    none    lowers,    lowers, 
lowers. 
She  it  is  ivhofe  God-hood  hallowes 
Growing  fields  as  well  as  fallowes. 
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Profer.     Oh  !  may  thefe  medowes  euer  barren  be, 
That  yeeld  of  flowers  no  more  variety, 
i  lere  neither  is  the  white  nor  fanguine  Rofe, 
The  Straw-berry  flower,  the  Paunce  nor  Violet : 
]\[e  thinkes  I  haue  too  poore  a  medow  chofe, 
( >oing  to  begge,  I  am  with  a  begger  met 
That  wants  as  much  as  I :  I  fliould  do  ill 
To  take  from  them  that  need.     Here  grow  no  more, 
Then  ferue  thine  owne  delpoyled  breaft  to  fill, 
The  meades  I  rob,  fliall  yeeld  me  greater  Rore. 
Thy  flowers  thou  canfl  not  fpare,  thy  bofome  lend, 
On  which  to  reft  whil'Il  Phoebus  doth  tranfcend. 

She  lyes  dotvne. 

Thimder.     Enter  Pluto,  his  Chariot  drazvfie  in  by 
Diuels. 

Pluto.     What  hurly-burly  hath  beene  late  in  heauen 
Againfl  our  brother  loue  omnipotent  % 
The  Gyants  haue  made  warre  :  great  Briareus 
Whofe  hundred  hands,  a  hundred  fwords  at  once 
Haue  brandifh't  againfl.  heauen,  is  topfie  turn'd, 
And  tumbled  headlong  from  th'Olimpicke  Towers. 
But  big-limb'd  Typhon,  that  aflaulted  mofl, 
And  hurl'd  huge  mountaines  'gainft  heauens  chriflall 

gates 
To  fhatter  them,  wrafl.led  with  loue  himfelfe  : 
Whofe  heeles  tript  vp,  kick't  'gainfl.  the  firmament, 
And  falling  on  his  backe,  fpread  thoufand  acres 
Of  the  affrighted  earth,  aflonifli't  Jupiter^ 
Left  he  fliould  rife  to  make  new  vp-rores  there^ 
On  his  right  hand  the  mount  Pelorus  hurle  ; 
Vpon  his  left  fpacious  Pachiiine  lyes. 
And  on  his  legges,  the  land  of  Liliby  : 
His  head  the  ponderous  mountaine  yp/na  crownes, 
From  which  the  Gyant  breathes  infernall  fires  : 
And  flruggling  to  be  freed  from  all  thefe  weights, 
Makes  (as  he  moues)  huge  earth-quakes  that  fliake 

th'earth 
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And  make  our  kingdomcs  trcnil)le.     Frighted  thence, 
Wc  haue  made  afccnt  to  take  a  free  furiiey 
AVhetlier  the  worlds  foundations  be  flill  firme  ; 
Left  being  cranied,  through  thefe  concaue  cliffes, 
I'he  Sunne  and  flarres  may  fliine,  to  lighten  hell. 
Al's  found,  we  haue   flrooke   th'earths  baffes  with  our 

mace, 
And  found  the  Center  firme  :  Our  Iron  Chariot 
That  from  his  fliod  wheeles  rufly  darknelTe  tlings, 
Hath  with  our  weight,  prou'd  mountaines,  dales  and 

rocks, 
And  found  them  no  where  hollow  ;  All  being  well, 
Wee'l  cleaue  the  earth,  and  fmke  againe  to  hell. 

Profer.      Ceres,  oh  helpe  me  father  Jupiter, 
Yon  vgly  fhape  affrights  me. 

Pluto.     Ha,  what's  the  matter  ? 
Who    breath'd    that    well-tun'd   fhrike,    fweet    fliape, 
bright  beauty,  Pluto' s  heart  was  neuer  foft  till  now. 
Faire  mortal  1. 

Profer.     Hence  foule  fiend. 

Pluto.     By  Lethe,  Styx,  Cocytus,  Acheron, 
And  all  the  terrors  our  blacke  Region  yeelds, 
I  fee  and  loue,  and  at  one  inflant  both. 
Kiffe  me. 

Profer.     Out  on  thee  Hell-hound.. 

Pluto.     What  are  you,  beauteous  Goddeffe  ? 

Profer.     Nothing.     Oh  ! 
Helpe  mother,  father,  Ceres,  lupiter. 

Pluto.     Be  what  thou  canft,  thou  now  art  Phttds 
rape, 
And  flialt  with  me  to  Orcus. 

Profer.     Clawes  off  Diuell. 

Pluto.     Fetch  from  my  fifler  Night  a  cloud  of  dark- 
nelTe 
To  roabe  me  in,  in  that  Il'e  hide  this  beauty 
From  Gods  and  mortals,  till  I  fmke  to  hell. 
Nay,  you  fin  all  mount  my  Chariot. 

Prof.      Ceres,  loue. 

Pluto.     Ceres  nor  loue^  nor  all  the  Gods  aboue 
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Sluall  rob   me  this  rich  purchafc.     Yoake  my  Rallions 
'i'hat  from  their  noflrils  breath  infernall  fumes  : 
And  when  they  gallop  through  thefe  vi)per  worlds, 
Wkh  fogges  choake  Phoebus^  chace  the  flarres  from 

heauen, 
And  while  my  Ebon  Chariot  ore  the  rocks, 
Clatters    his    Iron    wheeles,    make    a    noyfe    more 

hideous 
Then  Panompheiis  thunder. 

Prof.     Helpe  heauen,  helpe  earth. 

Pluto.     Cleaue  earth,  and  when  I  flampe  vpon  thy 
bread 
Sinke  me,  my  braffe-fliod  wagon,  and  my  felfe, 
My  Coach-fleeds,  and  their  traces  altogedier 
Ore  head  and  eares  in  Styx. 

P7'ofer.     You  Gods,  you  men. 

Pluto.     Eternall  darkeneffe  clafpe  me  where  I  dwell 
Sauing  thefe  eyes,  wee'le  haue  no  light  in  hell.      Exit. 

Enter  Ceres. 

Ceres.     Where  is  my  faire  and  louely  Proferpine  % 
The  feafl  is  done,  and  Hie  not  yet  return'd  : 
Speake  loues  faire  daughter,  whither  art  thou  fLraid  ? 
I  haue  fought  the  medowes,  gleabes,   and  new-reap't 

fields. 
Yet  cannot  finde  my  childe.     Her  fcattered  flowers. 
And  garland  halfe  made  vp,  I  haue  light  upon, 
But  her  I  cannot  fpy.     Behold  the  trace 
Of  fome  flrange  wagon,  tliat  hath  fcortch't  the  fields. 
And  fing'd  the  graffe  ;  thefe  routes  the  funne  nere 

fear'd. 
Where  art  thou  loue  ?  where  art  thou  Profcrpijic'l 
Hath  not  thy  father  loue  fnatch't  thee  to  heauen 
Vpon  his  Eagle?  I  will  fearch  the  fph eares 
But  I  will  finde  thee  out  :  fwift  Mercury, 
loues  fonne,  and  Mayas ;    fpeake,  fpeake    from  the 

clouds, 
And  tell  me  if  my  daughter  be  aboue. 
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Mcrciwy  flies  fro7n  aboue. 

Mcr.     Thy  clamours  (Ceres)  haue  afcent  through 

h can en  ; 
Which  when  I  heard,  as  fvvift  as  lightning 
I  fearch't  the  regions  of  the  vpper  world, 
And  euery  place  aboue  the  firmament. 
I   haue   pad   the    planets,  foar'd   quite   through   the   I 

fpheares  ; 
I  haue  croR  the  Articke  and  Antarkicke  poles. 
Hot  Cancer^  and  cold  ArBos  I  haue  fearch't, 
Pad  th'  Hyperboreans,  and  th'  Soldicies, 
The  Tropiques,  Zones,  Signes,  Zeniths,  Circles,  Lines, 
Yet  no  where  can  I  finde  faire  Froferpine. 

Exit  Mercury. 
Ceres.     If   not   in   heauen,    Il'e   next   inquire   the 

earth, 
And  to  the  place  where  old  Oceanus 
Layes  his  hoare  head  in  Aniphitrites  lap  : 
Il'e  trauell  till  I  finde  my  girle. 
Affid  me  gracious  Neptime  in  my  fearch  ; 
And  Tryfojt,  thou  that  on  thy  fhelly  Trumpet, 
Summons  the  Sea-gods,  anfwer  from  the  depth. 
If  thou  had  feene  or  heard  of  Froferpine.        Exeufit. 

i 

Enter  Try  ton  with  his  Trtimpe,  as  from  thefea. 

Tryt.     On  Neptunes   Sea-horfe   with   my   concaue 

Trumpe, 
Through  all  th'  Abyffe,  I  haue  fhril'd  thy  daughters 

loffe. 
The  channels  cloath'd  in  waters,  the  low  citties. 
In  which  the  water-Nymphes,  and  Sea-gods  dwell, 
I  haue  perus'd;   fought   through   whole   woods  and 

forreds 
Of  leaueleffe  Corrall  planted  in  the  deepes. 
Tod  vp  the  beds  of  Pearle,  rouz'd  vp  huge  Whales, 
And  derne  Sea-monders  from  their  rocky  dennes, 
Thofe  bottomes,  bottomleffe  fhallowes  and  Ihelues  : 
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A.ncl  all  thofe  currents  where  th'  earths  fprings  breake 

rhofe  plaines  where  Neptime  feeds  his  Porpofes, 

5ea-morfes,  Scales,  and  all  his  cattell  elfe. 

Through  all  our  ebbes  and  Tides  my  Trump  hath 

llaz'd  her, 

Vet  can  no  cauerne  fliew  me  Proferpine.  Exit  Tryto?i, 
Ceres,     If  heauen  nor  fea,  then  fearch  thy  bofomc 

earth, 

Faire  fifler  Earthy  for  all  thefe  beauteous  fields 
Spread  ore  thy  breafl ;  for  all  thefe  fertill  croppes, 
With  which  my  plenty  hath  inrich't  thy  bofome, 
For  all  thofe  rich  and  pleafant  wreathes  of  graine 
With  which  fo  oft  thy  Temples  I  haue  crown'd : 
For  all  the  yearely  liueries  and  frefh  robes 
Vpon  thy  fommer  beauty  I  beflow, 
Shew  me  my  childe. 

Earth  rifeth  from  wider  thejlage. 

Eiwth.     Not  in  reuenge  faire  Ceres 
'That  your  remorfleffe  plowes  haue  rak't  my  breafl. 
Nor  that  your  Iron-tooth'd  harrowes  print  my  face 
So  full  of  wrinkles,  that  you  digge  my  fides 
For  marie  and  foyle,  and  make  me  bleed  my  fprings 
Through  all  my  open'd  veines,  to  weaken  me  ; 
Do  I  conceale  your  daughter :  I  haue  fpread 
My  armes  from  fea  to  fea,  look't  ore  my  mountaines^ 
Examin'd  all  my  paflures,  groues,  and  plaines, 
Marflies  and  wowlds,  my  woods  and  Champian  fields. 
My  dennes  and  caues  ;  and  yet  from  foot  to  head 
I  haue  no  place  on  which  the  Moone  doth  tread. 

Earth  finkes. 

Ceres.     Then  Earth  thou  haft  lofl  her  :    and  for 
Projerpine 
Il'e  Rrike  thee  with  a  lafling  barrennefle. 
No  more  fhall  plenty  crowne  thy  fertill  browes, 
Il'e  breake  thy  plowes,  thy  Oxen  murren-flrikc  : 
With  Idle  agues  Il'e  confume  thy  fwaines, 
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Sow  tares  and  cockles  in  thy  lands  of  wheat, 
Whofc   fj)ykcs   tiic  weed  and   coocli-graffe   fliall  out- 
grow, 
And  choke  it  in  the  blade,     The  rotten  fhowers 
Shall  drowne   thy  feed,   wliich   the    hote    funne  Hiall 

])arch, 
Or  mill-dewes  rot ;  and  what  remaines  fliall  be 
A  prey  to  rauenous  l)irds.     Oh  Pi'oferpine\ 
You  CJods  tliat  dwell  aboue,  and  you  below, 
Both  of  the  woods  and  gardens,  riuers,  brookes, 
Fountaines  and  wels,  fome  one  among  you  all 
Shew  me  her  felfe  or  graue,  to  you  I  call. 

TJie  riuer  AretJuifa  rifeth  from  the  Jlage. 

Areth.     That  can  the  riuer  Arethufa  do. 
My  flreames  you  know  faire  Goddeffe,  iffue  forth 
From  Tartary,  by  the  Tenarian  Ifles  : 
My  head's  in  Hell,  where  Stygian  Pluto  reignes, 
There  did  I  fee  the  louely  Proferphie, 
Whom  Pluto  hath  rap't  hence  ;  behold  her  girdle, 
Which  by  the  way  dropt  from  her  beauteous  wafle, 
And  fcattered  in  my  ftreames.     Faire  Queene  adue, 
Crowne  you  my  banks  with  flowers,  as  I  tell  true. 

Exit  Are. 

Ceres.     Hath   that    infernall    monfler    flolne    my 
childe  ? 
Il'e  mount  the  fpheares,  and  there  folicite  loue. 
To  inuade  the  Stygian  kingdomes,  to  redeeme 
My  rauifh't  daughter.     If  the  Gods  deny 
That  grace  to  Ceres^  Il'e  inuoke  the  helpe 
Of  fome  bold  mortall  :  noble  Hercules^ 
Who  with  his  Club  fliall  rouze  th'  infernall  King, 
Dragge  out  the  furies  with  their  fnaky  lockes, 
Strangle  hels  ludges  in  their  fcarlet  robes, 
And  bring  a  double  terrour  to  the  damn'd. 
Of  Gods  and  Men  I  will  inuoke  the  aides 
To  free  my  childe  from  thofe  infernall  fliades. 
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Enter  Hercules^  T/ufens^  Fcrithojcs,  F/iilo^efes,  Ilypo- 
damia,  the  Centaurs,  Neffus,  Eiiritiis,  Chiron, 
a  Hants,  Aiithnachits,  Hippafus.     At  a  banquet. 

Here.     To  grace  thy  feafl  faire  Hypodamia, 
The  Eremanthian  forreft  we  haue  rob'd 
Of  that  huge  Boare  :  you  Centaurs  doubly  fhap't, 
Feed  with  Alcides  on  that  monflrous  fvvine, 
That  hath  deuour'd  fo  many  Swaynes  and  Heards. 

Thcf.     Take  Thefens  welcome  for  Pei'ithous  fake, 
And  fit  with  vs  faire  Princes,  take  your  place 
S'ext  you  Alcides  ;  then  the  Centaurs  round. 

Afitiviac.     Now  by  Ixio?i,  that  our  grand-fire  was, 
That  dar'd  to  kiffe  the  mighty  thunderers  wife, 
And  did  not  feare  to  cuckold  lupiter, 
Thou  dofl  the  Centaur's  honour. 

Nejf.     Let's  quafife  the  brides  health  in  the  bloud  of 
grapes, 
Wine  begets  mirth,  and  mirth  becomes  a  bridall. 

Ferith.     Fill  then  for  Neffus  and  A?ttiniaehus, 
Let  Eu7'itus  and  Chiron  pledge  it  round. 

Eur.     Fill  to  vs  all,  euen  till  thefe  empty  bowles 
Turne  vp  their  bottomes  'gainft  the  face  of  heauen. 

Chi.     Off  fliall  all  this  to  Hipodaniid's  health. 
The  beauteous  bride  :  wil't  pledge  it  Hercules% 

Here.     YeSj  were  it  deeper  then  the  golden  cup 
loue  quafifes  in  from  the  hand  of  Ganimed. 
Silanthus,  Hippafus,  and  Cillarus, 
To  the  faire  Princeffe  of  the  Lapythes. 

Anti.     Shee's  faire  mdeed,  I   loue  her  :  wine  and 
loue 
Adde  fire  to  fire.     To  Fhiloftctes  this. 

Fhi.     'Tis  welcome  Hippafus.     Here  Cillarus. 

Cil.     Faire  Hypodamia's  of  the  Centaurs  brood, 
Great  Biflus  daughter,  neere  ally'd  to  vs, 
Il'e  take  her  health. 

Ferith.     Gramercy  Cillarus : 
Il'e  do  the  like  to  faire  Fhilonome, 
Thy  fweet  She-Centaur. 
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CiL     Double  tliis  to  her. 

IJyp.     Crovvnc  all  your  healths  with  mirth,  let  ioyes 
abound 
And  to  Philononic  let  tliis  go  round. 

Ajiti.     Gramercies,  'laffe  my  braine  begins  to  fvvim, 
I  haue  an  appetite  to  kiffe  the  bride, 
I  and  I  will. 

TJieJf.     What  meanes  Aiitimachiis  % 

A?iti.     Kiffe  Ilypodainia,  I  and 

T/ief.     That's  too  much, 
And  more  then  any  of  the  Centaurs  dare. 

CiL     Why  ?  wdio  fhould  hinder  him  ? 

T/ief.     That  Thcfeiis  will. 

Anti.     Ha,  ha,  haue  I  from  the  fierce  Lyon  torne 
her  whelp  ?  j 

Brought  from  the  forrefls  fhe-Beares  in  my  armes  %         I 
And  dandled  them  like  infants  %  plaid  with  them,  < 

And  fliall  I  not  then  dare  to  kiffe  the  bride  ? 

Here.      Audacious    Centaur,    do    but    touch   her  ". 
skirt,  i 

Prophane  that  garment  Hymen  hath  put  on  ; 
Or  with  thy  hideous  fhape  once  neere  her  cheeke, 
Il'e  lay  fo  huge  a  ponder  on  thy  skull, 
As  if  the  baffes  of  the  heauen  fhould  fhrinke, 
And  whelme  ore  thee  the  marble  firmament. 

Anti.     That  will  I  try. 

Cil.     Affifl  Antimachiis. 

A  confiifed fray  withjlooles^  cups  &  bo^vleSy  \ 
the  Ce7itaurs  are  beaten. 

Peri.     Refcue  for  Hypodamia. 

Chi.     Downe  with  the  Lapythes. 

Nejf.     Downe  with  Hercules. 

Here.     You  cloud-bred  race,  Alcides  here  will  fland 
To  plague  you  all  with  his  high  louiall  hand.  r 

Alarme.     Enter  luno,  with  all  the  Ce^itaurs. 

luno.     And  fhrinkes  Ixions  race  ?  durfl  he  afpire 
To  our  celefliall  bed  ?  though  for  his  boldneffe 


The  Siluer  Age.  143 

He  now  be  tortured  with  the  wheele  in  liell  ? 
And  dare  not  you  withfLand  bafe  Hercules  % 
C  urrage  braue  Hyppo-Centaurs,  let  the  baflard 
J'.e  hew'd  and  mangled  with  our  conquering  arme. 
Renue  the  fight,  make  the  Theffahan  fields 
Thunder  beneath  your  hoofes,  whilft  they  imprint 
\\)0x\  the  earth,  deepe  femi  circled  moones. 
J  .et  all  your  arm'd  race  gallop  fi-om  the  hils, 
'J'o  inmure  the  faint  deie6led  Lapithes. 
lis  Iu7io^  whom  your  tortur'd  grand-fire  lou'd, 
Lids  you  to  Armes  :  lift  vp  your  weapons  hye 
And  in  their  fall  may  great  Alcides  dye. 

Antimac.     Our  grand-fires  wheeles  cracke  all  that 
Centaurs  bones. 
That  flyes  when  Iwio  giues  incouragement. 
Chirus^  Latreus,  Nefftis,  Euritus, 
And  all  our  race  firll  tumbled  in  the  clouds 
That  crown'd  the  mountaine  toppes  of  Theffaly, 
Make  head  againe,  follow  Afiiiniachus^ 
Whofe  braine  through  heated  with  the  fumes  of  wine 
Burnes  with  the  loue  of  Hypodamia. 
Thefeics^  Perithoiis,  and  Alcides^  all 
Shall  in  this  fury  by  the  Centaurs  fall. 

Alarme.     Enter  to  them  Hercules,  Thefeus,  Perithous, 

a7id  PhilocSletes. 

• 

Jlei'C.     Behold    the    lufL-burn'd    and    wine-heated 
monflers 
Once  more  make  head  ;  wee'l  paih  them  with  our 

club. 
This  Centaure-match,  it  fhall  in  ages,  ' 

And  times  to  come,  renown e  great  Hercules. 
Vpon  them,  when  we  parlee  with  our  foes  : 
Tongues  peace  :  for  we  breake  filence  with  our  blowes. 

Alarme.  They  Jight,  the  Centaurs  are  all  difperjl  afid 
flaine.  Enter  with  vi^ory,  Hercules,  lliefeus, 
Perithous,  Philocftetes,  Hypodamia,  and  others. 

Here.     Let  Thcjfaly  refound  Alcides  praife, 
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And  all  the  two-fliap't  Centaurs  that  furuiue, 

Quake  when  they  heare  the  name  of  Ifcrcules. 

Were  thefe  TJujfalian  monllers  bred  at  firR 

By  Saturne  and  F/iiliris,  as  fome  fay, 

When  in  eciuhiall  nia])e  flie  was  deflour'd  ? 

Or  when  Ixion,  fnatcht  to  heauen  by  lotiej 

And  feafled  in  the  hye  Olympicke  hall, 

He  fought  to  flrum])et  lunol     The  heauens  Queene 

Transform'd  a  cloud  to  her  celefliall  fliape, 

Of  which  he  got  the  Centaurs.     Be  they  bred 

Of  earth  or  vapour,  their  hote  fiery  braines 

Are  now  difpurpled  by  Alcides  Club, 

And  in  their  deaths  renowne  the  Lapythes. 

TJief.     loiies  fonne    was    borne   a    terrour   to  the 
world. 
To  awe  the  tyrants  that  oppreffe  and  fway. 

Perith.     But  mofl  indebt  to  thee  Perithous  is. 
That  hafl  reflor'd  a  virgin  and  a  bride, 
Pure  and  vntouch't  to  fleep  in  thefe  my  armes. 

Hypoda.     My  tongue  ihall  found  the  praife  of  Her- 
cules. 
My  heart  imbrace  his  loue. 

Here.     Oh  had  bright  luno 
My  louing  flep-dame,  feated  in  the  clouds. 
Beheld  me  pafli  the  Centaurs  with  my  club. 
It  would  haue  fild  her  with  celefliall  ioyes  ; 
Knowing  that  all  my  deeds  of  fame  and  honour 
I  confecrate  to  her  and  Jupiter. 
Of  thefe  proud  Centaurs  Nejfics  is  efcapt, 
The  reft  all  ftrew  the  fields  of  Thejjaly. 

Enter  Ceres. 

Ceres.     Referues  the  noble  Thebaii  all  his  valour 
For  th'ingrate  luno^  and  hath  flor'd  no  deed 
Of  honour  for  deiected  Ceres  here  % 
Ceres  forlorne,  forfaken  and  defpis'd, 
Whom  neither  obdure  heauen,  relentleffe  fea, 
Nor  the  rude  earth  will  pitty. 
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Here.     Queene  of  plenty, 
Lye  it  within  the  flrength  of  mortall  arme, 
The  power  of  man,  or  worke  of  demi-god, 
I  am  thy  Champion. 

Ceres.     From  heauen,  earth  and  fea, 
Then  Ceres  mufl  appeale  to  Hercules, 
Know  then  I  am  rob'd  of  beauteous  Proferpine, 
Tartarian  Dis  hath  rap't  my  daughter  hence  ; 
Which  when  I  heard,  I  skal'd  the  thunderers  throne, 
And  made  my  plaints  to  him,  who  anfwered  me, 
His  power  was  onely  circumfcrib'd  in  heauen, 
And  Pluto  was  as  abfolute  in  hell 
As  he  in  heauen ;  nor  would  he  mufler  Gods 
Againfl  the  fiends,  ore  which  his  brother  reign'd. 
Next  made  I  fuit  to  haue  Nephme  call  his  waters, 
And  with  his  billowes  drowne  the  lower  world  : 
Who  anfwered,  the  iirme  channell  bounds  his  waues, 
Nor  is  there  paffage  betweene  fea  and  hell, 
The  earth  beneath  her  center  cannot  fmke, 
Nor  haue  I  hope  from  thence  ;  onely  great  Herailes, 

Here.     Will  vndertake  what  neither  Jupiter, 
Nepttme,  nor  all  the  Gods  dare  make  their  taske  ; 
The  Stygian  Pluto  fliall  reflore  the  moone. 
Or  feele  the  maffe  of  this  my  ponderous  club. 
Comfort  faire  Queene,  Il'e  paffe  the  poole  of  Styx, 
And  if  leane  Charon  waftage  fhall  deny. 
The  Ferry-man  Il'e  buffet  in  his  barge. 
Three-throated  Cerberus  that  keepes  hell-gates, 
Shall  (when  we  come  to  knocke)  not  dare  to  howie  : 
The  ghofts  already  dead,  and  doom'd,  fhall  feare 
To  dye  againe  at  fight  of  Hercules. 
Sterne  Mynos,  J^ac/ms,  and  Rhadama?ii, 
Shall  from  the  dreadfull  feffions  kept  in  hell. 
Be  rouz'd  by  vs :  wee'l  quake  them  at  that  barre 
Where  all  foules  fland  for  fentence  :  the  three  fiflers 
Shall  crowch  to  vs.     Ceres^  wee'l  ranfacke  hell, 
And  Pluto  from  th'  infernall  vaults  expell. 

Thef.     Thcfeus  in  this  will  ayd  great  Hercules^ 
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Peri.     And  fo  Pcrithous  fliall. 

ITcrc.     Comfort  Queen c  Ca'cs^ 
Whom  neither  Harpyes,  ]5oares  or  Buls  can  tame, 
The  darke  Cimerians  mufl  next  found  his  fame. 
Adue  bright  Ilypodaniia  lately  freed 
From  the  adulterous  Centaurs  :  Our  renowne 
That  yet  'tweene  heauen  and  earth  doth  onely  fliine, 
Hell  fliall  next  blaze  for  beauteous  Proferpine. 


Home  r. 

Ere  Hercules  the  Stygian  pooles  inuade 
A  taske  which  none  but  he  duj-Jl  vndertake^ 
Without  both  earthy  a?id  imfnortaii  ayde, 
We  loMQ  prefe?it :  who  once  more  doth  forfake 
Heauen^  for  a  iiiortall  beatUy  ;  one  more  rare 
Ea7'th  yeelded  fiot,  then  Semele  the /aire. 
Whiljf.  luno,  Hercules  with  hate  pnrfues, 
Neglecting  loue,  he  front  the  fpheares  efpyes 
This  bright  Cadmeian^  a?td  the  groues  doth  chufe 
To  court  her  in  :  How^  and  in  what  difguife 
You  next  JJiall  fee,  they  meet  firflin  the  Chace, 
Where  they   difcoiirfe^    acquaint^   kiffe,    and    im- 
brace. 

DumbeJJiew.  Enter  Semele  like  a  huntreffe,  with  her 
traine,  lupiter  like  a  wood-man  in  greene :  he  woes 
her,  and  winnes  her. 

What  cannot  loue,  infusd  with  power  diicine  ? 

He  woes  and  winnes,  e?iioyes  the  beauteous  dame ; 

The  iealous  luno^j^^i"  their  loue  i?i  iinCy 

Leaues  off  her  enuy  to  Alcides/<7w<?, 

And  ''gainfl  this  beauteous  Lady  amies  her  fpleene, 
Quite  to  defiroy  the  bright  Cadmeia?i  Queene. 

Your  fauours  flill :  fo7ne  here  no  doubt  will  wonder ^ 

To  fee  the  Thunderers  loue  perijh  by  thunder. 
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Enter  Iiino  and  Iris. 

Iiino.     HaR  thou  found  him  Iris  ? 

Iris.     Madame  I  haue. 

Iu?io.     Where  1 

Iris.     In  the  houfe  of  Cadnms,  courting  there 
The  faired  of  the  race,  yong  Semele. 

luno.     Wliat  am  I  better  to  be  Queene  of  heatceji, 
To  be  the  fifler  and  the  wife  of  lone, 
When  euery  ftrumpet  braues  my  Deity  1 
Whilfl  I  am  bufied  to  lay  traps  and  traines 
For  proud  AlcnwuHs  baflard,  he  takes  time 
For  his  aduherous  rapes.     Europa  Hues 
Sainted  on  earth,  Califlo  fhines  a  ftarre, 
lufl  in  mine  eye,  by  name  of  Leffer  Beare, 
lo  in  yEgypt  is  ador'd  a  Goddeffe  : 
And  of  my  feruant  Argus  (flaine  by  Mercury) 
There  Hues  no  note ;  faue  that  his  hundred  eyes 
I  haue  tranfported  to   my  peacockes  traine. 
Thus  faU  the  friends  of  luno^  whilfl  his  flrumpets 
Front  me  on  earth,  or  braue  mine  eye  in  heauen  : 
But  Semele  fliall  pay  for't.     In  what  fliape 
Saw'fl  thou  him  court  that  flrumpet  ? 

Iris.     Like  a  wood-man. 

luno.     I  met  him  on  the  mountaine  Erecine, 
And  tooke  him  for  the  yong  Hyppolitus.  * 

Iris  I  hau't  \  'tis  plotted  in  my  braine, 
To  haue  the  flrumpet  by  her  louer  flaine. 
Of  her  nurfe  Bei'oe  Il'e  affume  the  fliape. 
And  by  that  meanes  auenge  me  on  this  rape. 

Exeunt. 

Enter  Semele  with  her  feruants  and  attendants. 

Semel.     Oh  lupiter  !  thy  loue  makes   me   immor- 
tall, 
The  high  Cadmeian  is  in  my  grace, 
To  that  great  God  exalted,  and  my  iffue. 
When  it  takes  life,  fhall  be  the  feed  of  Gods  ; 

L  2 
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And  I  fhall  now  be  ranck't  in  equipage 

With  Danae,  lo,  Leda,  and  the  reft, 

That  in  his  amours  plcas'd  the  thundcrcr  befl. 

Me-tliinkes  hnce  his  imbraces  fil'd  my  wombe, 

There  is  no  earth  in  me,  I  am  all  diuine : 

Ther's  in  me  nothing  mortall,  faue  this  fliape, 

Whofe  beauty  hath  cal'd  lone  himfelfe  from  heauen, 

The  refl  all  pure,  corruptleffe  and  refin'd, 

That  hath  daz'd  men,  and  made  th'  immortall  blinde. 

Leaue  vs,  oh  you  vnworthy  to  attend 

Or  wait  vpon  Cadmeian  Seinele  : 

Heht  fliall  be  my  hand-mayd,  and  my  wine 

The  hand  of  Jones  owne  cup-bearer  fhall  fill, 

Il'e  begge  of  him  the  Troian  Ganimed 

To  be  my  page  ;  and  when  I  pleafe  to  ride, 

Borrow  his  Eagle  through  the  ayre  to  glide. 

Go  call  me  hither  my  Nurfe  Be7'oe, 

Whom  I  will  make  free-partner  in  my  ioyes. 

Enter  Iimo  m  theJJiape  of  old  Beroe. 

Sei'ii.     Bci'oe  attends  your  grace. 

Se7n.     Oh  my  deere  nurfe  !  hues  there   on  earth  a 
Princeffe 
Equally  lou'd  and  grac'd  by  loue  himfelfe  % 

Brno.     Out  on  thee  ftrumpet,  I  could  teare  thofe 
eyes, 
Whofe  beauty  drew  my  husband  from  the  skyes. 

Sem.     I  am  not  happy  Beroe  % 

Brno.     Were  you  lure 
'Twere  lone  himfelfe  this  gladneffe  did  procure. 
Madame,  there  many  fowle  impofters  be. 
That  blinde  the  world  with  their  inchaflity: 
And  in  the  name  of  Gods,  being  fcarce  good  m^n, 
luggle  with  Ladyes,  and  corrupt  their  honors. 
Think  you  yon  flripling  that  goes  clad  in  greene. 
Is  Bipiter  % 

Sem.     I  know  him  for  heauens  King, 
Whofe  iffue  in  my  wombe  I  feele  to  fpring. 
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luno,     I  thinke  it  not ;  but  Lady  this  I  know, 
That  Gods  are  fo  lafciuious  growne  of  late, 
That  men  contend  their  kifls  to  imitate. 

Sem.     Not  Jupiter. 

luno.     Things  truly  reconcile, 
You'l  iumpe  with  me  :  how  haue  you  beene  the  while. 
Since  you  were  breeding,  now  well,  fometimes  ill, 
Subie(5l  to  euery  imperfe6lion  Hill, 
Apt  to  all  chances  other  women  be. 
When  were  you  lou'd  of  the  high  Deity, 
That  hath  the  guift  of  (Irength,   power,  health,  and 

ioy. 
The  leafl  of  thefe  could  not  your  flate  annoy. 

Se7n.  Thou  putfl  me  in  miflruft,  and  halfe  perfwad'fl 
me 
He  is  no  more  then  mortall  whom  I  loue. 
How  fhall  I  proue  him  nurfe  1 

luno.     Il'e  tell  you  madame ;  When  you  fee  him 
next, 
Seeme  with  fome  flrange  and  vncoth  paffion  vext, 
And  beg  of  him  a  boone,  which  till  he  grant, 
Sweare  he  no  more  your  fauours  fliall  inchant 

Sem.     Beroe,  what  boone  ? 

Itmo.     To  hugge  you  in  that  flate 
In  which  faire  Iimo  he  imbrac'd  fo  late. 
To  defcend  armed  with  celefliall  hre, 
And  in  that  maiefly  glut  his  defire. 
His  right  hand  arm'd  with  lightning,  on  his  head 
Heauens  maffy  crowne  ;  and  fo  to  mount  your  bed. 
So  are  you  fure  he  is  a  God  indeed, 
Obtaine  this  boone,  and  fairely  may  you  fpeed, 

Sem.     Thou  hafl  fir'd  me  Beroe. 

luno.     Thou  fhalt  be  on  flame, 
So  great,  the  Ocean  fliall  not  quench  the  fame. 

Sem.     Beroe  away,  my  chamber  ready  make, 
Toffe  downe  on   downe :    for  we    this    night   mull 

tumble 
Within  the  armes  of  mighty  Jupiter. 
Of  whoia  IFe  begge  th'  immortall  fweets  of  loue, 
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Sucli  as  from  louc  Imperiall  Iiuio  tafles. 
Begone  without  reply,  my  loue's  at  hand. 

Iiuio.     Thy  death's  vpon   thy  l)0()ne  :    this    I  una 
cheares, 
That  my  reuenge  fhall  mount  aboue  the  fpheares. 

exit  Iimo. 
Se?n.     I  will  not  fmile  on  liim,  lend  him  a  looke, 
As  the  lead  grace,  till  he  giue  free  afcent 
To  fill  me  with  celefliall  wonderment. 

Enter  Tupiter  like  a  wood-man. 

lup.     Oh  thou  that  mak'fL  earth  heaucn,  &  turn'fl 
th'immortal 
Into  this  fliape  terreflriall,  thou  bright  iffue 
Of  old  jEgenor,  and  the  Cadmeian  line, 
For  whom,  thefe  flony  buildings  we  preferre 
Before  our  Chriflall  flru6lures  :  that  mak'fl  lone 
Abandon  the  high  counfels  of  the  Gods 
To  treat  with  thee  of  loues  faire  blandifliments  : 
Uiuineft  of  thy  race,  faire  Seincle 
Fold  in  thine  annes  Olimpicke  lupiter. 

Sejn.     lupiter ! 

lup.     That  lupiter  that  with  a  powerfull  nod 
Shakes  the  heauens  arches,  ore  the  vniuerfe 
Spreads  dreads  &  awe  ;  and  when  we  arme  our  felfe 
With  maiefly,  make  th'  earths  foundation  tremble, 
And  all  mortality  flye  like  a  fmoake 
Before  our  prefence  vanilh't  and  confum'd. 

Se?n.     Did  Semele  behold  fuch  MaieRy, 
She  could  beleeue  this  were  the  thunderers  voyce, 
Thou  hee  ? 

lup.     What  meanes  this  ftrangeneffe  »S^^/<f/(?? 
Haue  I  preferd  thy  beauty  before  hers 
Whofe  ftate  fils  heauen,  whofe  food's  Amhrofiay 
Vpon  whofe  cup  the  louely  Hebe  waits 
When  fhe  quaffes  Ncftar  ?  whofe  bright  Chariot 
Is  drawn  with  painted  peacocks  through  the  clouds 
And  am  I  thus  receiu'd  \ 
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Sem,     Thou  bed  with  luno  % 
Bafe  groome,  thou  art  no  better  then  thou  feem'ft, 
And  thy  impoilures  haue  deceiued  a  Princeffe 
Greater  then  ere  defcended  from  thy  hne. 
Hence  from  my  fight  thou  earth,  that  hall  profan'd 
The  dreadfull  thunderers  name  :  what  fee  I  in  thee 
More  then  a  man,  to  proue  thy  felfe  a  God  % 
Thou  deifi'd  %  thy  prefence  groome  is  poore, 
Th/-  'hauiour  fleight,  thy  courtfliip  triuiall, 
Thou  haft  not  a  good  face,  what's  in  thee  worth 
The  fauour  and  the  grace  of  Semele  % 
A  God  ?  alaffe  !  thou  art  fcarce  a  proper  man. 

Mp.     Ha,  fails  my  fliape,  is  he  that  awes  the  Gods, 
Nov  valued  leffe  then  man  %  why  Semele 
Prcue  me  and  what  I  can  :  wouldft  thou  haue  gold  % 
Il'eraine  a  richer  Ihower  in  thy  bofome 
Then  ere  I  powr'd  on  Danae. 

Sem.     Gold  %  what's  that  % 
iVhich  euery  mortall  Prince  can  giue  his  ioue. 

Tup,     Wouldft   thou   increafe    thy   beauty   or   thy 
Irength  % 

Sem.     I  am  nor  fowle  nor  ficke. 

lup,     Wouldft  thou  haue  God-hood  % 
I  will  tranflate  this  beauty  to  the  fpheares, 
Where  thou  flialt  ftiine  the  brighteft  ftarre  in  heauen  : 
Il'e  lift  thy  body  from  this  terrene  droffe, 
And  on  two  eagles,  fwift  as  Fegaftts, 
Wee'l  take  our  daily  progreffe  through  the  clouds. 
Il'e  fhew  thee  all  the  planets  in  their  ranke. 
The  monftrous  fignes,  the  Lyon,  Ramme  and  Bull, 
The  blacke-fcald  Scorpion,  and  the  Cancers  clawes. 
Aske  what  thou  wilt  to  proue  my  Deity, 
And  take  it  as  thine  owne  faire  Semele. 

Se?n.     Grant  me  one  boone,  leffe  then  the  leaft  of 
thefe, 
My  armes  fhall  fpread  thus  wide  to  imbrace  my  Ioue, 
In  my  warme  bofome  I  will  gloue  thy  hand, 
And  feale  a  thoufand  kiffes  on  thy  lippes. 
My  fingers  Il'e  in  tangle  in  thefe  ctirles, 
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And  fcarfc  my  luory  arme  about  thy  necke  ; 
And  lay  my  felfe  as  proRratc  to  thy  loue, 
As  th'  earth  her  graffe-greene  apron  fpreads  for  raine. 
Speake,  fliall  I  aske  ?  or  haue  you  power  to  grant  ? 

Inp.     By  dread  full  Styx,  an  oath  I  cannot  change^ 
But  aske  and  haue. 

Sem.     Then  bed  with  me  to  night, 
Arm'd  with  the  felfefame  God-hood,  Hate  and  power 
You  Iwio  meet. 

lup.     Blacke  day,  accurfed  houre, 
Thou  hafl  ask't  too  much,  thy  weake  mortality 
Cannot  indure  the  fcorching  fires  of  heauen. 

Sem.     Either  you  cannot  doo't,  as  wanting  miglt, 
Or  loath  you  are  to  breed  me  fuch  dehght. 
Is  this  your  loue  % 

Itip.     Thy  death  is  in  thy  boone  : 
But  'tis  thy  fate,  fhe  can  it  not  recall, 
Nor  I  vnfweare  :  the  infant  in  her  wombe 
Not  yet  full  growne  and  ripe,  torments  me  mod  : 
For  in  this  rafh  demand  they  both  are  lofl. 

Sem.     Il'e  fland  it  at  all  dangers,  and  prepare  \\ 

For  this  nights  fport.  11 

lup,     Aboue  my  thunders  are, 
Thither  I  mufl,  and  beeing  arm'd,  defcend 
To  giue  this  beauty  (in  her  rafhnefle)  end. 

Sem.     Remember  by  this  kiffe  you  keep  your  oath. 

lup.     Neuer  did  loue  to  heauen  afcend  fo  loath  j 
ExpecSl  me  this  fad  night. 

Se7n.     With  double  ioy. 
Celeftiall  fweets  ihall  furfet  me,  and  cloy 
My  appetite ;  the  Gods  are  loath  to  impart 
Their  pleafures  to  vs  mortalls.     Dance  my  hart, 
And  fwim  in  free  delights,  my  pleafures  crovvne, 
This  louiall  night  fhall  Semele  renowne.      Exit  Semele, 

luno  and  Iris  pladd  in  a  cloud  aboue. 

luno.     Come  Iris,  ore  the  loftiefl  pinnacles 
Of  this  high  pallace,  let  vs  mount  our  felues, 
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To  fee  this  noble  pallime  :  Is't  not  braue  % 

Iris.     Hath  her  fuit  tooke  efle6l  %  'laffe  Semele  I 
Iwio.     Hang,  burne  her  witch,  be  all  fuch  flrum- 
pets  fir'd 
With  no  leffe  heat  then  wanton  Semele. 
Oh  'twill  be  gallant  fport,  wil't  not  Iris  ? 
To  fee  thefe  golden  roofes  daunce  in  the  aire. 
Thefe  pinnacles  fhall  pricke  the  floores  of  heauen, 
Thefe  fpires  confufed,  tumble  in  the  clouds  \ 
And  all  flye  vp  and  fliatter  at  the  approach 
Of  his  great  God-hood.     Oh  'twould  pleafe  me  Iris 
To  fee  this  wanton  with  her  baflard,  blowne 
And  hang'd  vpon  the  high  homes  of  the  moone. 
The  howre  drawes  on,  we  may  from  hence  efpy 
Th'  adultreffe  fprall,  the  pallace  vpwards  fly. 

Enter  two  maids  of  Scmeles  chamber. 

1.  Maid.  Queflionleffe  my  Lady  lookes  for  fome 
great  gueRs,  that  fhe  makes  all  this  preparation, 

2.  Maid.  'Tis  not  like  fhe  expecfls  them  at  fupper, 
becaufe  (he  herfelfe  is  preparing  to  bed. 

1.  Maid.  Did  you  note  how  fhe  made  vs  tumble 
&  toffe  the  bed  before  the  making  of  it  would  pleafe 
her? 

2.  Maid.  There  hath  beene  tumbling  and  toffmg 
on  that  bed  hath  pleas'd  her  better ;  you  know  the 
youth  in  greene,  he  hath  made  my  Lady  looke  red 
ere  now. 

1.  Maid.  You  know  fhee  is  naturally  pale;  hee 
did  but  wradle  with  her  to  get  her  a  colour. 

2.  Maid.  The  youth  in  greene  hath  giuen  her  a 
medicine  for  the  greene  fickneffe,  I  warrant  her  :  I  am 
deceiued,  if  (when  they  meet)  it  go  not  two  to  one  of 
her  fide. 

1.  Maid.     Why  do  you  thinke  her  with  childe. 

2.  Maid.  Tis  pafl  thinking,  I  dare  fweare.  But 
let's  attend  my  Lady. 
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E?itcr  Seincle  draivne  out  in  her  bed. 

Se?n.     Away,    we    will    haue    none    partake    our 
pleafurcs, 
Or  be  eye-witneffc  of  thefc  prodigall  fweets 
Which  we  this  night  fliail  in  aboundance  tafle. 
This  is  the  houre  fhall  deifie  my  earth, 
And  make  this  droffe  immortall :  thankes  my  Beroe, 
That  thou  haft  made  me  begge  my  happineffe, 
Shew'd  me  the  way  to  immortallity. 
And  taught  me  how  to  emulate  the  Gods. 
Defcend  great  lone  in  thy  full  maiefly, 
And  crowne  my  pleafures  :  here  behold  me  fpred, 
To  tafle  the  fweets  of  thy  immortall  bed. 

Thunder^  lightnings,  lupiter  defcends  in  his  maiesty,  his 
Thunderbolt  burning. 

Iiip.     Thus  wrapt  in  flormes  and  black  tempefluous 
clouds, 
Lightning  and  fliowers,  we  fit  vpon  the  roofes 
And  trembling  Tarraffes  of  this  high  houfe 
That  IS  not  able  to  containe  our  power. 
Yet  come  we  not  with  thofe  fliarpe  thunders  arm'd 
With  which  the  fturdy  giants  we  ore-threw, 
When  we  the  mighty  Typho7i  funke  beneath 
Foure  populous  kingdomes  :  thefe  are  not  fo  fiery. 
The  Cyclopes  that  vs'd  to  forge  our  bolts,  • 
Haue  qualifi'd  their  feruour,  yet  their  violence 
Is  'boue  the  flrength  of  mortals.     Beauteous  Semele 
In  fteed  of  thee  I  fhall  imbrace  thy  fmoake, 
And  clafpe  a  fumy  vapour  left  in  place 

Thunder  and  lightning. 
Of  thy  bright  beauty,  Stormy  tempefts  ceafe. 
The  more  I  frowne,  the  more  their  breathes  increafe. 

Sent.      What    terror's    this  %     oh    thou    immortall 
fpeake  ! 
My  eyes  are  for  thy  maiefly  too  w^eake. 
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As  he  toiicheth  the  bed  it  fires  ^  and  all  fly  es  vp, 
\\x\)\\.QX  from  thence  takes  aji  aboj'fiue  i7ifant. 

lup.     Receiue  thy  boone,  now  take  thy  free  defire 
In  thunder,  tempeft,  fmoake,  and  heauenly  fire. 

luno.     Ha,  ha,  ha. 
Faire  Semeles  confum'd,  'twas  acfled  well  : 
Come,  next  wee'l  follow  Hercules  to  hell. 

Iicpiter  taking  vp  the  Infant  fpeakes  as  he  afcends  in 
his  cloud. 

lup.     For  Semele  (thus   flaine)  the   heauens   fliall 
mourne 
In  pitchy  clouds,  the  earth  in  barrenneffe  ; 
The  Ocean  (for  her  flauglUer)  fliall  weepe  brine, 
And  hell  refound  her  loffe.     Faire  Semele 
Nothing  b\it  afhes  now  ;  yet  this  remainder, 
That  cannot  dye,  being  borne  of  heauenly  feed, 
I  will  confcrue  till  his  full  time  of  birth  : 
His  name  ll'c  Backus  call,  and  being  growne, 
Stile  him,  The  God  of  Grapes  ;  his  Bachenals 
Shall  be  renown'd  at  feafls,  when  their  light  braines 
Swim  in  the  fumes  of  wine.     This  all  that's  left 
Of  Semele^  vnto  the  heauens  ITe  beare, 
Whofe  death  this  Motto  to  all  mortals  lends  : 
He  by  the  Gods  dyes,  that  'boue  man  contends. 

Homer. 

Let  none  the  fecrets  of  the  Gods  inquire, 
Lefl  they  {like  her)  be  flrooke  with  heauenly  fire. 
But  we  a^aine  to  Hercules  returne, 
Now  071  his  iourney  to  the  vaults  below, 
Where  difcontented  Proferpine  doth  mourne, 
Theris  7nade  to  cheere  her  an  ijif email  JJiow. 
Hels  Judges,  Bates  and  Buries  fu7nmond  bee7ie 
To  giuefree  welco7ne  to  the  Stygia7i  Qiieenc. 
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A   dumhcJJicw  of  riiito   and  all  his  Diucls^  prefenting 
fcu€7'all  i^ifts  and  JJiciues  to  cJicerc,  biUjlic  co?itmucs 
in  her  dif content. 

All  this  and  more  (the  beauteous  Qiieene  to  chcare) 
Pluto  dents'' d,  but  /till  her  grief e  remaines  : 
No  food  JJie  tafles  witJiin  the  gloomy  fpheare, 
Saue  of  a  ripe  Povicgranat  fotne  few  graines. 

The  next  thing  7ve  prefent  (fit  fair e  and  well) 

YoufJiall  behold  a  Holy -day  in  hell. 

Enter  Thrfeus,  Perithous,  and  Philon;etes  armed, 

Thef     Saw  you  not  Hercules  ?  I 

Perith.     Noble  Thejeus  no. 
I  left  him  in  the  forrefl,  chacing  there 
Dianaes  Hart,  and  ftriuing  to  out-run 
The  fwift-foot  beaft. 

Thef,     His  acfliue  nimbleneffe 
Out-flies  the  winged  bird,  out-flrips  the  fleed, 
Catcheth  the  hare,  &  the  fwift  grey-hound  tires 
Out-paceth  the  wilde  Leopard,  and  exceeds 
Beads  of  mofl  acSliue  chace. 

Phi.     We  haue  arriu'd 
At  Tefiaros ;  this  is  the  mouth  of  hell, 
Which  by  my  counfell,  wee'l  not  feeke  to  enter  ; 

Till  Hercules  approach. 

T/ief.     Not  enter  PhiloBetes  ? 
Our  fpirits  may  compare  with  Hercules. 
Though  he  exceed  our  flrength,  I  with  my  fword 
Will  beat  againfl.  blacke  Tartarus  Ebon  gates, 
And  dare  the  triple-headed  dogge  to  armes, 
Hels  tri-fhap't  porter. 

Phi.     Not  by  my  perfwafion. 

Peri.     Perithous  will  affifl  his  noble  friend, 
And  in  this  worke  preuent  great  Hercules. 
Let's  rouze  the  hell-hound,  call  him  from  his  lodge, 
And  (maugre  Cerberus)  enter  hels-mouth, 
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And  thence  redeeme  the  rauifli't  Proferphie. 

Thcf.      Had   Orpheus   power   by   muficke    of    his 
harpe, 

To  charme  the  ciirre,  pierce  Orcus,  Pluto  pleafe, 
And  at  his  hands  begge  fa  ire  Euridice : 
And  fliall  not  we  as  much  dare  with  our  fwords, 
As  he  with  fingring  of  his  golden  firings. 
Come,  let  our  ioynt  affidance  rouze  the  fiend, 
Thunder  againft  the  rufly  gates  of  hell, 
And  make  the  Stygian  kingdomes  quake  with  feare. 


They  beate  against  the  gates.     E?iter  Cerberus. 

Cerb.     What   mortall   wretch,    that   feares   to   dye 

aboue 
Hath  trauel'd  thus  farre  to  enquire  out  death? 

Thef.     We  that  haue  blaz'd  the  world  with  deeds  of 

praife 
Mufl  fill  the  Stygian  Empire  with  our  fame  ; 
Then  rouze  thee  thou  three-throted  curre,  and  tafle 
The  flrength  of  Thefeus. 

Cerb.     Thefe  my  three  empty  throats   you   three 

fliall  gorge, 
And   when   my   nailes   haue   torne   you    limbe  from 

limbe, 
I'le  fit  and  feafl  my  hunger  with  your  flefli. 
Thefe  phangs  fhall  gnaw  vpon  your  cruded  bones, 
And  with  your  bloods  Il'e  fmeare  my  triple  chaps. 
Your  number  fits  my  heads,  and  your  three  bodies 
Shall  all  my  three-throats  fet  a  worke  at  once. 
Il'e  worry  you  ;  and  hauing  made  you  bleed, 
Firfl  fucke  your  iuice,  then  on  your  entrails  feed. 

Perithous  fights  with  Cerberus,  and  is  fiai?ie. 
Thef.     Hold  bloudy  fiend,    and   fpare  my   noble 

friend, 
The  honour  of  the  worthy  Lapythes 
Lyes  breathleffe  here  before  the  gates  of  hell : 
Ceafe  monfler,  ceafe  to  prey  vpon  his  body, 
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And  feed  on  T/icfcus  licre. 
Cerb.     ITe  catc  you  all. 

Thcfeus  is  woiuided.     Enter  Hercules. 

Here.     Stay  and  forbeare  your    vp-roare,  till  our 

club 
Stickle  amongfl  you  :  wbil'fl  we  in  the  chace 
Haue  catch't  the  fvvift  and  golden-headed  flagge, 
Thefe  valiant  Grcckcs  haue  funke  themfelues  beneath 
The  vpper  world,  as  low  as  Erebus. 
Whom  fee  we  %  Thcfeus  wounded,  yong  Perithous^ 
Torne  by  the  rauenous  phangs  of  Cerberus. 
My  griefe  conuert  to  rage,  and  flerne  reuenge. 
Come,  guard  thee  well  infernall  Caniball, 
At  euery  flroke  that  lights  vpon  thy  skull, 
Il'e  make  thee  thinke  the  weight  of  all  the  world 
And  the  earths  huge  maffe  fliall  crowne  thee. 

Cerb.     Welcome  mortall. 
Thou  com'fl  to  mend  my  breake-fafl,  thou  wilt  ye  eld 

me 
Many  a  fat  bit. 

Here.     Il'e  make  thee  eate  my  club, 
And  fwallow  this  fell  mafliffe  downe  thy  panch. 
At  euery  weighty  cuffe  I'le  make  thee  howle, 
And  fet  all  hell  in  vp-roare  :  when  thou  roarefl, 
Thy  barking  groanes  fliall  make  the  brafen  Towers 
Where  ghofts  are  tortur'd,  eccho  with  thy  found. 
Plutoes  blacke  guard  at  euery  deadly  yell, 
Shall  frighted  run  through  all  the  nookes  of  hell. 

Hercules  beats  Cerberus^  atid  binds  him  in  chaines. 
Here.    Keep  thou  this  rauenous  hell-hound  gyu'd  & 

bound, 
Hels  bowels  I  mufl  pierce,  and  rouze  blacke  Disy 
Breake  (with  my  fifls)  thefe  Adamantine  gates, 
The  Iron  percullis  teare,  and  with  my  club 
Worke  my  free  paffage  (maugre  all  the  fiends) 
Through  thefe  infernals.     Lo,  I  fmke  myfelfe 
In  Charojis  barge,  Il'e  ferry  burning  Styx, 
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Ranfacke  the  pallace  where  grim  Pluto  reignes, 

Mount  his  tribunall,  made  of  fable  let, 

Defpight  his  blacke  guard,  flownd  him  in  his  chaire, 

And  trom  his  arme  fnatch  beauteous  Proferpine. 

Ghofls,  Furies,  Fiends  fliall  all  before  vs  flye, 

Or  once  more  perifli,  and  fo  doubly  dye. 

Hercules  finkes  himfelfe :  FlaJJies  of  fire;  the  Diuels 
appcare  at  euery  corner  of  the  flcige  with  feiierall 
fire-worlz^.s.  The  Judges  of  hell,  a?id  the  three 
fiflcrs  run  ouer  the  flage,  Hercules  after  them  : 
fire-workes  all  ouer  the  hotfe.     Enter  Hercules. 

Here.     Hence  rauenous  vulture,  thou  no  more  fhalt 
tire 
On  poore  Prometheus,  Da?iae  fpare  your  tubs, 
Stand  flill  thou  rowling  flone  of  Sifiphus, 
Feed  Tantalus  with  apples,  glut  thy  panch, 
And  with  the  fhrinking  waues  quench  thy  hote  thirfl. 
Thy  bones  Ixioti,  fliall  no  more  be  broke 
Vpon  the  torturing  wheele  :  the  Eagles  beake 
Shall  2'itius  fpare  at  fight  of  Hercules,   i 
And  all  the  horrid  tortures  of  the  damn'd 
Shall  at  the  wauing  of  our  club  diflolue. 

Enter  Pluto  with  a  club  of  fire,  a  burning  crowne, 
Proferpine,  the  Judges,  the  Fates,  and  a  guard  of 
Diuels,  all  with  bu7'ni7ig  weapofis. 

Pluto.     Wer't  thou  Imperiall  loue,  that  fwaies  the 
heauens. 
And  in  the  flarry  ftrucfture  dwel'fl  aboue, 
Thou  canfl  not  reuell  here  :  my  flaming  Crowne 
Shall  fcortch  thy  damn'd  foule  with  infernall  fires. 
My  vaffaile  Furies  with  their  wiery  firings. 
Shall  lafli  thee  hence,  and  with  my  Ebon  club 
Il'e  ding  thee  to  the  lowefl  Barathrum. 

Here.     Firfl  fhall  this  engine  arm'd  with  fpikes  of 
fleele, 
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That  fore  the  plates  of  hell  Rrooke  flat  thy  curre, 
Fall  with  no  leffe  power  on  thy  burning  fconce, 
Then  fliould  great  lone  the  maffy  center  hurle, 
And  turne  the  worlds  huge  frame  vpon  thy  head. 

Fluto.     Vpon  him  Diuels. 

Here     Ayd  me  powers  Diuine, 
From  thefe  blacke  fiends  to  refcue  Proferpine. 

Hercules /^/i-  Pluto,  heats  off  the  Diuels  with  all  their 
Jire-workes,  refcucs  Profeipine. 

Now  are  we  King  of  Orcus,  Acheron, 

Cocytus,  Styx,  and  fiery  Phlegcton.  * 

Prof.     Long   Hue  Alcides,    crown'd   with    Godlike 
honours, 
For  refcuing  me  out  of  the  armes  of  Dis^ 
Th-e  vnder-world,  and  fiery  iawes  of  hell. 

All  the  ghojls.     Long  Hue  eterniz'd  noble  Hercules^ 
That  hath  diffolu'd  our  torments. 

Rha.     Hercules^ 
Attend  th'  vnchanging  doome  of  Rhadamant, 
And  if  the  Gods  be  fubie(ft  to  the  Fates, 
Needs  muft  thou  (noble  Greeke)  obey  their  doome, 
Lo,  in  their  name,  and  in  the  awfull  voyce 
Of  vs  the  reuerend  fudges,  to  whofe  doome 
Thou  once  mufl  fland  :  I  charge  thee  flir  not  hence, 
Till  we  haue  cenfur'd  thee  and  Proferpine. 
Is  not  the  power  of  loue  confin'd  aboue  % 
And  are  not  we  as  abfolute  in  flate 
Here  in  the  vaults  below  ?     To  alter  this 
The  heauens  mufl  faile,  the  funne  melt  in  his  heat, 
The  elements  diffolue,  Chaos  againe 
Confufe  the  triple  Maffe,  all  turne  to  nothing  : 
Now  there  is  order  :  Gods  there  are,  and  Diuels  : 
Thefe  reward  vertue  \  the  other  punifh  vice. 
Alter  this  courfe  you  mingle  bad  with  good, 
Murder  with  pitty,  hate  with  clemency. 
Ther's  for  the  bed  no  merit,  for  the  offender 
No  iufl  infiidlion. 
Here.     Rhadamant  fpeakes  well. 
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Pluto.     To  whom  will  Hercules  commit  this  bufi- 
neffc  ? 

Here.     I  will  ap'peale  to  loue,  and  to  the  Planets. 
Whofe   powers,   though    bownded,   yet    infufe    their 

might 
In  euery  mortall. 

ALacus.     Them  the  Fates  fhall  fummon, 
Of  whom  this  beauteous  mayd,  the  Moone,  is  one, 
The  lowed  of  the  feuen  :  you  reuerend  fiflers, 
Who  all  things  that  are  pafl,  be,  and  to  come, 
Keepe  regiflred  in  braffe,  affemble  there. 

Here.     Be  Ceres  pleas'd,  Alcides  is  content : 
Nor  can  fhe  fland  to  better  luftices 
Then  to  the  Gods  and  Planets. 

Sownd.  Enter  Saturne,  Jupiter,  luno,  Mars,  Phoebus, 
Venus,  and  Mercury :  they  take  their  place  as  they 
are  in  height.     Ceres. 

Satur.     I   know   this   place,  why   haue   you   fum- 
mon'd  Saturne 
To  hell,  where  he  hath  beene  to  arraigne  the  Moone  ? 
Thefe  vncoth  cauernes  better  fuit  my  fadneffe 
Then  my  high  fpheare  aboue,  whence  to  all  mortals 
I  (hoot  my  thicke  and  troubled  melancholy. 
Say,  what's  the  bufmeffe  1  fay. 

Ittp.     Ceres,  thy  prefence 
Tels  me  thy  fuit  is  'bout  thy  daughters  rape. 

Ceres.     Is  flie  not  thine  ?  and  canft  thou  fuffer  her 
To  be  intoomb'd  in  hell  before  her  time  '^ 

Juno.    Cannot  hell  fwallow  your  ambitious  baflard 
But  (maugre  all  thefe  monflers)  hues  he  flill? 

Phoeb.     I  faw  grim  Pluto  in  my  daily  progreffe 
Hurry  her  in  his  chariot  ore  the  earth. 

Venus.     What   could   he   leffe  do  if  he   lou'd  the 
Lady? 

Mars.      Venus  is  all  for  loue. 

Mercu.     And  Mars  for  warre, 
Sometimes  he  runnes  a  tilt  at  Venus  lippes, 

3  M 
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You  haue  many  amorous  bickerings. 

Mar%.     Well  fpoke  Mercury. 

Saturne.     Come  we  hither 
To  trifle,  or  to  cenfure  ?  what  would  Pluto  ? 

Pluto.     Kee])e  wJiom  I  haue.  * 

Ceres.     Canft  fuffer't  lupiter  ? 

Here.     I  won  her  from  the  armes  of  Stygian  Pluto^ 
And  being  mine,  reftore  her  to  her  mother. 

Ceres.     And  fliall  not  Ceres  keepe  her  %  fpeake  great 
loide. 

lup.     Thy  cenfure  Rhadamant. 

Rhad.     The  Fates,  by  whom  your  powers  are  all 
confcrib'd. 
Pronounce  this  doome  :  If  fmce  her  firft  arriue 
She  hath  tafled  any  food,  fhe  mufl  of  force 
Be  euerlafLingly  confin'd  to  hell. 

Phito.     Afculaphics^  thou  didfl  attend  my  Queene, 
Hath  fhe  yet  tafled  of  our  Stygian  fruits  % 
That  we  may  keepe  her  flill  ? 

Afcu.     I    faw    her   in    her  mouth  chaw  the  moifl 
graines 
Of  a  Pomegranate. 

Ceres.     Curfl  Afculaphus^ 
Il'e  adde  vnto  thy  vglinefie,  and  make  thee 
A  monfler,  of  all  monflers  mofl  abhor'd. 

Pluto.     Your   cenfures,  oh   you   Gods,  is   fhe  not 
Plutds  .? 
Giue  your  free  cenfures  vp. 

All.     She  mufl  be  Plutds. 

Ceres.     The  Gods  are  partial!  all. 

Pluto.     Welcome  my  Queene. 

Here.     What  can  Alcides  more  for  Ceres  loue, 
Then  ranfacke  hell,  and  refcue  Proferpi?ie  ? 
Needs  muft  our  further  conquefls  here  take  end, 
When  Gods  and  Fates  againfl  our  force  contend. 

Ceres.     Juftice,  oh  iuftice,  thou  Omnipotent. 
Rob  not  thy  Ceres  of  her  beauteous  childe, 
Either  reflore  my  daughter  to  the  earth, 
Or  banilh  me  to  hell. 
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Satume.     Ceres  you  are  fond, 
Th'earth  cannot  want  your  plenty  :  your  fertility 
Will  worfe  become  hell  fcortched  barrenneffe. 
Let's  breake  this  Seffions  vp,  I  am  dull. 

lup.     You  Gods  aboue 
And  powers  below,  attend  the  Thunderers  voyce, 
And  to  our  moderation  lend  an  eare 
Of  reuerence.     Ceres,  the  Fates  haue  doom'd  her 
The  Bride  of  Fhito  ;  nor  is  fhe  difparaged 
To  be  the  filler  of  Olimpicke  loue. 
T\iQ  rape  that  you  call  force,  we  title  Loue  : 
Nor  is  he  leffe  degree'd  faue  in  his  lot, 
To  vs  that  fway  the  heauens.     So  much  for  Pluto. 
Now  beauteous  Ceres  we  returne  to  you, 
Such  is  your  care  to  fill  the  earth  with  plenty, 
To  cherifh  all  thefe  fruits,  from  which  the  mortals 
Oflend  their  gratitude  to  vs  the  Gods 
In  facrifice  and  offrings,  that  we  now 
Thus  by  our  dread  power,  mittigate  the  flri61neffe 
Of  the  Fates  doome  :  we  haue  not  (oh  you  Gods) 
Purpofe  to  do  our  Stygian  brother  wrong. 
Nor  rob  the  heauens  the  Planet  of  the  Moone, 
By  whom  the  feas  are  fway'd  :  Be  fhe  confin'd 
Below  the  earth,  where  be  the  ebbes  and  tides  ? 
Where  is  her  power  infus'd  in  hearbes  and  plants  ? 
In  trees  for  buildings  ?  fimples  phificall  % 
Or  minerall  mines  1     Therefore  indifferent  loite 
Thus  arbitrates  :  the  yeare  we  part  in  twelue, 
Cal'd  Moneths  of  the  Moone  :  twelue  times  a  yeare 
She  in  full  fplendor  fhall  fupply  her  orbe, 
And    fhine    in    heauen :    twelue    times    fill    Pluto's 

armes 
Below  in  hell.     When  Ceres  on  the  earth 
Shall  want  her  brightneffe,  Pluto  fhall  enioy  it, 
When  heauen  containes  her,  fhe  fhall  light  the  earth 
From  her  bright  fpheare  aboue.     Parted  fo  euen, 
We  neither  fauour  hell,  nor  gloze  with  heauen. 

Plu.     Pluto  is  pleas'd. 

Ceres.     Ceres  at  length  agreed. 

M  2 
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Prefer.     I  one  is  all  iuflice,  and  hath  well  decreed. 

////.     Say  all  the  planets  thus  ? 

All.     We  do. 

lup.     Our  Seffions  we  diffolue  then.     Hercules^ 
We  limit  you  to  dragge  hence  Cerberus 
To  the  vpper  world,  and  leaue  thee  to  the  vniuerfe 
Where  thou  flialt  finifli  all  thy  louiall  taskes  ; 
Proceed  and  thriue.     You  that  to  earth  belong, 
Afcend  to  your  mortality  with  honors, 
The  Gods  to  heauen  :  Pluto  and  his  keepc  hell. 
The  Moone  in  both  by  euen  attonement  dwell. 

Exeunt  three  wayes  Ceres,  Thefeus,  Philodletes,  and 
Hercules  dragging  Cerberus  one  way  :  Pluto,  hels 
ludgesy  the  Fates  and  Furies  downe  to  hell :  l\ji\>\. 
ter,  the  Gods  and  Planets  afcend  to  heauen. 

Enter  Homer. 

Ourfidl  Scean^s  wane^  the  Moones  arraignment  ends, 
loue  and  his  mount,  Pluto  with  his  defcejids. 
Poore  Homer's  left  blinde,  and  hath  loft  his  way, 
And  knowes  not  if  he  wajider  or  go  right, 
Vnleffe  your  fauours  their  clear e  beanies  difplay. 
But  if  you  daine  to  guide  me  through  this  night, 
The  a^s  of  Hercules  I fhall  purfue , 
And  bring  him  to  the  thrice-raz'd  wals  of  Troy  ;• 
His  labours  and  his  death  IVefhew  to  you. 
But  if  whafs  pafl  your  riper  iudge77tents  cloy, 
Here  I  haue  done :  if  ill,  too  much  :  if  well, 
Pray  with  your  hands  guide  Homer  out  of  hell. 


Finis 
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To  the  Reader. 

llHough  a  third   brother  fhould  not  in- 
herite  whilft  the  two  elder  liufe,  by  the 
laws  of  the  Land,  &  therfore  it  might 
breed  in  mee  a  difcoragement,  to  commit  him 
without  any  hereditary  means,  to  fhift  for  it  felfe 
in  a  world  fo  detra6liue  &  calumnious,  yet  rather 
prefuming  vpon  the  ingenious,  then  affraid  of  the 
enuious,  I  have  expos'd  him  to  the  fortunes  of  a 
yonger  brother,  which  is,  moft  commonly,  brauely 
to  Hue,  or  defperately  to  hazard  :  yet  this  is  my 
comfort,  that  what  imperfe6lion  foeuer  it  haue, 
hauing  a  brazen  face  it  cannot  blufh  ;  much  like 
a  Pedant  about  this  Towne,  who,  when  all  trades 
fail'd,  turn'd  Pedagogue,  &  once  infmuating  with 
me,  borrowed  from  me  certaine  Tranflations  of 
Oiiid,  as  his  three  books  De  Arte  Amandi,  & 
two  De  Remedio  Amoris,  which  fmce,  his  moft 
brazen  face  hath  moft  impudently  challenged  as 
his  own,  wherefore  I  mufh  needs  proclaime  it  as 
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far  as  Ilain,  where  he  now  keeps  fchoole,  Hos 
t'go  verficidos  feci  tulit  alter  honores,  tliey  were 
things  which  out  of  my  iuniority  and  want  of 
iudgement,  I  committed  to  the  view  of  fome 
priuate  friends,  but  with  no  purpofe  of  publifh- 
ing,  or  further  communicating  them.  Therfore 
I  wold  entreate  that  AiiJIin,  for  fo  his  name  is, 
to  acknowledge  his  wrong  to  me  in  fhewing 
them,  &  his  owne  impudence,  &  ignorance  in 
challenging  them.  But  courteous  Reader,  I  can 
onely  excufe  him  in  this,  that  this  is  the  Brazen 
Age. 
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CONTAINING 


TAe  labours  and  death  of  Hercules. 


Enter  Homer. 

\S  the  world  grow es  in  yeares  i^tis  the  Heauens 

ciirfe 
Mens  fames  increafe  ;  the  prijline  times  were 

bejl: 

The  Ages  t?i  their  gro7uth  7vax  worfe  &^  worfe. 
The  fajl  was  pretioiis^  full  of  golden  reft. 
Siluer  fucceeded  \  good^  but  7iot  fo  pure  \ 
Then  loue  and  har^neleffe  lufls  might  currant  paffe : 
TJie  third  that  followes  wefaide  more  obdure^ 
And  thai  we  title  by  the  Age  of  BrafTe. 
In  this  more  groffe  and  courfer  mettaVd  Age, 
Tyrants  and  fierce  oppreffors  7ve  prefent. 
Nepheives  that  ^gai?ist  their  Vnckles  7vreake  their  rage^ 
Mothers  againfl  their  childre7i  difcontent, 
A  fijler  zvith  her  brother  at  farce  warre, 
{Things  in  our  former  times  7iot  feene  or  knowne) 
But  vice  with  vertue  now  begins  to  iarre, 
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Afidfinnes  {though  not  at  height)  yet  great  aregrowne. 

Still  ivith  our  Jiijlory  7vcJJiall  proceed^ 

A  fid  Hercules  vi^orioiis  aBs  relate : 

His  marriage  firjl^  next  inany  a  noble  deed 

Pcrfori}i!d  by  hivi  :  lajl  how  he  ycelds  to  Fate. 

And  thefe^  I  hope,  may  {withfome  mixtures)  paffe, 

So  you  fit  pleas' d  i?i  this  our  Age  of  Braffe. 


A6lus  I.     Scoena   I. 

Enter  Oe?ims,  Kijig  of  Calidon^  Qiieene  Althea,  Me- 
leager,  Deianeira^  Plexippus^  and  Toxeus,  brothers 
to  the  Queene. 

K.    Oen.       Thus    midfl    our    brothers,    daughter, 
Queene  and  fonne. 
Sits  Oeneus  crown'd  in  fertill  Calidon 
Whofe  age  and  weakeneffe  is  fupported  only, 
In  thofe  ripe  ioyes  that  I  receiue  from  you. 

Plex.     May  we  long  fland  fupporters  of  your  roy- 
altyes, 
And  glad  fpe6lators  of  your  age  and  peace. 

Tox.     The  like  I  wifh. 

K.  Oen.     We  haue  found  you  brothers  royall, 
And  fubiedls  loyall. 

Althea.     They  are  of  our  line, 
Of  which  no  branch  did  euer  perilh  yet, 
By  Cankers,  blaflings,  or  dry  barrenneffe. 
But  Meleager  let  me  turne  to  thee, 
Whofe  birth  the  Fates  themfelues  did  calculate. 

Mel.     Pray  mother  how  was  that  ?     I  haue  heard 
you  fay 
Somewhat  about  my  birth  miraculous, 
But  neuer  yet  knew  the  true  circumflance. 

Althea.     'Twas  thus  :   the  very  inflant  thou  wal 
borne, 
The  fiflers,  that  draw,  fpinne,  and  clip  our  hues, 


The  Brazen  Age.  173 

Entrcd  my  chamber  with  a  fatall  brand, 

Which  hurhng  in  the  fire,  thus  faid  :    One  day,  one 

date, 
Betide  this  brand  and  childe,  eiien  be  their  fate. 
So  parted  they,  the  brand  begins  to  burne : 
And  as  it  wailed,  fo  didfl  thou  confume ; 
Which  I  perceiuing,  leap't  vnto  the  flame, 
And  quenching  that,  flayd  thy  confumption. 
The  brand  I  (as  a  iewell)  haue  referu'd, 
And  keepe  it  in  a  casket,  locket  as  fafe 
As  in  thy  bofome  thou  maintainfl  thy  heart. 

Melea.     Pray  keepe  it  well  :    for  if  not  with  my 

mother, 
With  whom  dare  Meleager  trufl  his  life  % 
But  fifler  Deianeira,  now  to  you. 
Two  worthy  Champions  mull  this  day  contend, 
And  try  their  eminence  in  Armes  for  you, 
Great  Achelous,  and  flrong  Hercules. 

Deia.     We  know  it :  my  loue  mufl  be  bought  with 

blowes. 
Not  Oratory  wins  me,  but  the  fword  : 
He  that  can  braueliefl  in  the  hfls  contend, 
Mufl  Deiayieirc^s  nuptiall  bed  afcend. 

Oe7i.     Brothers,  condu(5l  thefe   Champions  to  the 

lifts, 
Meane  time  Althea  ftate  thee  on  that  hand. 
On  this  fide  Deianeira  the  rich  prize 
Of  their  contention. 

Melea.     Clamors  from  a  farre, 
Tell  vs  thefe  Champions  are  adreft  for  warre. 

Efiter  at  one  doore  the  river  Achelotis,  his  weapons 
borne  in  by  Water- Nymphes.  At  the  other  Her- 
cules. 

K.  Oen.     Stand  forth  you  warlike  Champions,  and 
expreffe 
Your  loues  to  Deianeira,  in  your  valours. 
As  we  are  Oeneus  the  ^tolians  King, 
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And  vndcr  vs  command  whole  Calidon^ 
So  we  contefl  we  make  her  here  the  prize 
Of  the  proud  vi6\or. 

Ache.     Dares  the  Thcban  baflard 
Contend  with  vs,  as  we  are  elded  fonne 
Vnto  the  graue  and  old  Oceaiius^ 
And  the  Nymph  Nais^  borne  on  Pindus  mount, 
From  whence  our  broad  and  fpacious  currents  rife 
So  are  we  proud  to  coape  with  Hercules. 
Nere  let  mj'  flreames  wafli  Acanianid s  bankes. 
Or  we  confin'de  in  Thous,  our  grand  feat. 
Till  (by  the  ruine  of  Alcme?ids  fonne)  i 

We  lodge  bright  Deiafieira  in  our  armes. 

Here.     Haue  we  the  Cleo?iea?i  Lyons  torne  1 
And  deck't  our  fhoulders  in  their  honored  fpoyles  ? 
The  Calidonian  Boare  cruflit  with  our  Club  ? 
The  rude  Thejjaliaii  Centaurs  funke  beneath 
Our  loiiiall  hand  %  pierc'd  hell  %  bound  Cerberus  1 
And  buffeted  fo  long,  till  from  the  fome 
The  dogge  belch't  forth  flrong  Aconitum  fpring  % 
And  fhall  a  petty  riuer  make  our  way 
To  Deianeirds  bed  impaffable  ? 
Know  then  the  pettiefl  ftreame  that  flowes  througl. 

Greece^ 
ll'e  make  thee  run  thy  head  below  thy  bankes, 
Make  red  thy  waters  with  thy  vitall  bloud. 
And  fpill  thy  waues  in  droppes  as  fmall  as  teares. 
If  thou  prefum'fl  to  coape  with  Hercules. 

Ache.     What's   Hercules  that   I   Ihould   dread   his 
name  ?  1 

Or  what's  he  greater  then  Amphitrids  fonne  % 
When  we  affume  the  name  of  Demi-god 
Not  Proteus  can  tranf-fhape  himfelfe  like  vs,  | 

For  we  command  our  figure  when  we  pleafe. 
Sometimes  we  like  a  ferpent  run  along 
Our  medovvy  bankes  :  and  fometimes  like  a  Bull 
Graze  on  thefe  ftrands  we  water  with  our  flreames. 
We  can  tranflate  our  fury  to  a  fire, 
And  when  we  fwell,  in  our  fierce  torrents  fwallow 
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The  Champian  plaines,  and  flow  aboue  the  hils, 
Drowne  all  the  continents  by  which  we  run  ; 
Yea  Hercules  himfelfe. 

Berc.     Me  Achelous  ! 
I  can  do  more  then  this  :  loue  Deianeira^ 
Swim  with  her  on  my  flioulders  through  thy  Rreames, 
And  with  my  huge  Club  beat  thy  torrents  backe, 
With  thine  owne  waters  quench  th'  infernall  fires 
Thy  figure  Terpentine,  flat  on  the  earth  : 
And  when  th'  art  Bull,  catch  fafl:  hold  by  thy  homes, 
And  whirle  thee  'bout  my  head  thus  into  ayre. 
Thou  faire  ^toliaii  dame,  I  cannot  wooe, 
Nor  paint  my  paflions  in  finooth  Oratory, 
But  fight  for  thee  I  can,  ''gainft  Achelous, 
Or  all  the  horrid  monfl.ers  of  the  earth. 

Melea.     When   'gins   your  proud   and   hofLile   err- 
mity  ? 
Behold  the  prize  propos'd,  the  vidlors  meed, 
Champions  your  fpirits  inkindle  at  her  eyes. 

Ache.     It  is  for  her  this  baftard  I  defpife. 
Prepare  thee  Thcban. 

Here.     See,  I  am  adrefl 
With  this  to  thunder  on  thy  captiue  creft. 
I  cannot  bellow  in  tliy  bombaft  phrafe 
Now  deafe  thefe  free  fpe(ftators  with  my  braues. 
I  cut  off  words  with  deeds,  and  now  behold 
For  me,  the  eccho  of  my  blowes  thus  fcold. 

Alarme.      Achelous  is  beaten  in.,  and  inimediatly  enters 
in  theJJiape  of  a  Dragon. 

Here.     Bee'fl  thou  a  God  or  hell-hound  thus  tran- 
fliap't. 
Thy  terrour  frights  not  me,  ferpent  or  diuell  Il'e  pafh 
thee. 

Alar?ne.     He  beats  away  the  dragon.      E/iter  a  Fury 
all  fire-workes. 

Here.     Fright   vs  with   fire  ?  our  Club  fliall  quench 
thy  flame, 
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And  beat  it  downc  to  hell,  from  whence  it  came. 

When  the  Fury  ftnkes,  a  Bids  head  appearcs. 

Here.     What,   yet  more  monflers  %     Serpent,   Bull, 
and  Fire, 
Shall  all  alike  tafle  great  Alcidcs  ire. 

He  tus^s  with  the  Bull,  and pluckes  off  one  of  his  horns. 
Enter  from  tJic  fame  place  Achelotis  with  his  fore- 
head all  bloudy. 

Ache.     No  more,  I  am  thy  Captiue,  thou  my  Con- 
queror : 
I  fee,  no  Magicke,  or  inchanting  fpell 
Haue  power  on  vertue  and  true  fortitude. 
No  fleight  Illufion  can  deceiue  the  eyes 
Of  him  that  is  diuinely  refolute. 
I  lay  me  at  thy  feet,  a  lowly  vaffaile. 
Since  thou  had  reft  me  of  that  precious  home, 
Which  tearing  from  my  head  in  fhape  of  Bull, 
Thus  wounded  me.     Take  Deianeira  freely, 
Onely  reflore  me  that  rich  fpoyle  thou  haft  wonne, 
Which  all  the  Nymphes  and  graces  dwelling  neere. 
Shall  fill  with  redolent  flowers,  and  delicate  fruits. 
And  call  it  Cor?mcopice,  plenties  home. 
In  memory  of  Achelous  loffe, 
And  this  high  conquefl  won  by  Hercules. 

Hercu.     Hadfl  thou  not  floopt  thy  horrid  Taurine 
fhape 
I  would  haue  peece-meale  rent,  and  thy  tough  hide 
Torne  into  rags  as  thicke  as  Autumn  leaues  : 
Take  thee  thy  life,  and  with  thy  life  that  fpoile 
Pluckt  from  thy  mangled  front,  giue  me  my  loue, 
I'le  ftoare  no  homes  at  winning  of  a  wife. 
Giue  me  bright  Deyaneira,  take  that  home, 
So  late  from  thy  diffigured  Tem.ples  tome. 

Deyan.     I  haue  my  prayers,  Alcides  his  defires, 
Both  meete  in  loue. 

Oe?L     Receiue  her  HerculeSj 
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The  conquefl  of  thy  warHke  fortitude. 

Here.     Wee  take  but  what  our  valour  purchafl  vs, 
And  beauteous  Queene  thou  fhalt  affure  his  loue, 
Whofe  puiffant  arme  Hiall  awe  the  triple  world, 
And  make  the  greatefl.  Monarches  of  the  earth 
To  thy  diuinefl  beauty  tributary. 

Meleag.     Will  Hercules  (lay  heere  in  Calidoii^ 
To  folemnize  the  nuptials  of  our  fifler  % 
I  Meleager^  rich  ^tolicCs  heire, 
Whofe  large  dominions  flretch  to  Oeta  Mount, 
And  to  the  bounds  of  fertile  Thejfaly 
Will  grace  thy  Bridals  with  the  greatefl  pompe 
Greece  can  affoord,  nor  is't  my  meanefl  honour 
To  be  the  brother  to  great  Hercules. 

Here     Thanks  Meleager,  foiourne  heere  we  cannot, 
My  (lep-dame  Itmo  tasks  me  to  more  dangers : 
Wee  take  thy  beauteous  fifler  in  our  guard, 
Whom    by   loues    aide    wee   flraight   will   beare    to 
Thebes. 

Oen.     A  fathers  wifhes  crowne  the  happineffe 
Of  his  faire  daughter. 

Mel.     And  a  brothers  loue 
Comfort  thee  where  thou  goell :  If  not  with  Hercules 
Whom  dare  we  trufl  thy  fafety. 

Here.     Not  loues  guard 
Can  circle  her  with  more  fecurity. 
Time  cals  vs  hence,  jEtolian  Lords  farewell. 

Oen.     Adiew   braue    fonne,    and   daughter,    onely 
happy 

In  being  thus  beflowed,  come  Achelous^ 
With  you  we'le  feafl,  nor  let  your  foyle  deie6l  you, 
Or  Deyaniraes  loffe  ;  he's  more  then  man, 
And  needes  mufl  he  do  this,  that  all  things  can. 

Exeunt. 

Here.     Dares  Deya?i8ira  trufl  her  perfons  fafety 
With  vs  a  flranger,  onely  knowne  by  Fame. 

Deyn.     Wer't  gainfl  the  Lyons  in  Chimera  bred. 
Or  thofe  rude  Beares  that  breed  in  Caucafus  : 

3  N 
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The  Ilyrcan  Tigers  or  the  Syrian  Wolues, 

Nay  gainfi.  the  Giants  that  affaulted  heauen 

And  with  their  fliouldcrs  made  thofe  bafes  (hake 

That  prop  Olinipiis  :  Hu'd  Enccladus 

With  wliom  lone  wredlcd,  euen  againfl  thofe  monflers, 

I'de  thinkc  me  fafe  incircled  in  thefe  armes. 

Here.     Thou  art  as  fafe  as  if  inimur'd  in  heauen, 
Pal'd  with  that  Chriflall  wall  that  girts  loues  houfe, 
Where  all  the  Gods  inhabite,  built  by  fate, 
Stay,  I  fliould  know  that  Centaure. 

Efiter  Nejftis. 

Neff.     That's  Hercules  I  know  him  by  his  Club, 
Whofe  ponderous  weight  I  felt  vpon  my  Skull 
At  the  great  Bridall  of  the  Lapithes. 
What  louely  Ladie's  fhee  that  in  her  beauty 
So  much  exceedes  faire  Hypodainia  % 

Here.     Oh  Neff  us,  thou  of  all  thy  cloud-bred  race, 
Alone  didfl  fcape  by  trufting  to  thy  heeles 
At  Hypodamia' s  Bridals,  but  we  now 
Are  friends,  are  wee  not  Neffiis  ? 

Neff.     Yes  great  Hercules^ 
(Till  I  can  find  fit  time  for  iufl  reuendge) 
Methinkes  my  braines  flill  rattle  in  my  skull) 
What  Ladie's  that  in  great  Alcides  Guard  ? 

Here.     Deyaneira,  daughter  to  the  ^Etolian  King, 
Sifler  to  Meleager,  now  our  Bride  ; 
Wonne  by  the  force  of  armes  from  Achelous, 
The  boyilerous  floud  that  flowes  through  Calidon^ 

Neff.     A  double  enuy  burnes  in  all  my  veines, 
Firft  for  reuenge  ;  next,  that  he  fhould  enioy 
That  beauteous  maide  whom  Nejfus  dearely  loues. 
Will  Hereules  commande  me  ?  or  his  BrideJ 
I'le  lackey  by  thee  wherefoer'e  thou  goefl, 
And  be  the  vaffall  to  great  Hereules. 

Here.     We  are  bound  for  Thebes^  but   foft,    what 
torrent's  this 
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That  intercepts  our  way?     How  fhall  we  paffe 
Thefe  raging  flreames  % 

Neff.     This  is  Euenus  floud, 
A  dangerous  current,  full  of  whirle-pooles  deepe, 
And  yet  vnfounded  \  dar'fl  thou  trufl  thy  Bride 
On  Neffiis  backe  %  I'le  vndertake  to  fwimme  her 
Vnto  the  furthefl  flrond,  vpon  my  fhoulders, 
And  yet  not  laue  her  fhooe. 

Here.      I'le  pay   thee   for   thy   waftage   Centaure, 
well, 
And  make  thee  Prince  of  all  thy  by-form'd  race, 
If  thou  willt  do  this  grace  to  Heretdes : 
But  ferry  her  with  fafety,  for  by  loue, 
If  thou  but  make  her  tremble  in  thefe  flreames, 
Or  let  the  leafl  wane  dafli  againft  her  skirt ; 
If  the  leafl  feare  of  drowning  pale  her  cheeke, 
rie  pound  thee  fmaller  then  the  Autumne  dufl 
Tofl.  by  the  warring  winds  ? 

^ejf.     Haue  I  not  fwomme 
The  Hellefepont^  when  wanes  high  as  yon  hils 
Tofl.  by  the  winds,  haue  crown'd  me,  yet  in  fpight 
Of  all  their  briny  weight  I  haue  wrought  my  felfe 
Aboue  the  topmofl  billow  to  ore-looke 
The  troubled  maine  :  come  beauteous  Deyaneira, 
Not  Charon  with  more  fafety  ferries  foules, 
Then  I  will  thee  through  this  impetuous  foord. 

Here.      Receiue   her   Centaure,   and    in    her   the 
wealth 
And  potency  of  mighty  Hereules. 

•Neff.     Now  my  reuenge  for  that  inhumaine  ban- 
quet, 

In  which  fo  many  of  the  Centaures  fell, 
I'le  rape  this  Princeffe,  hauing  pall  the  floud. 
Come  beauteous  Deyafieira,  mount  my  flioulders, 
And  feare  not  your  fafe  waftage.  Excuni. 

Here.     That  done  returne  for  vs  :  faire  Deia?icira^ 
White  as  the  garden  lilly,  pyren  fnow, 
Or  rocks  of  Chrifl.all  hardned  by  the  Sunne  ,• 
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Thou  Hialt  be  made  the  potent  Qucenc  of  T/iebcs, 

And  all  my  louiall  lal^ours  fliall  to  thee 

Be  confecrate,  as  to  Alcides  loue. 

Well   plunged   bold   Centaure,   how    thy    boyflerous 

brea 
Plowes  vp  the  flrcamcs  :    thou  through  the  fwelling 

tides, 
Sail'fl  with  a  freight  more  rich  and  beautifull, 
Then  the  befl  fliip  cram'd  with  Pangeoiis  gold  : 
With  what  a  fwift  dexterity  he  parts 
The  mutinous  wanes,  whofe  waters  clafpe  him  round 
He  plaies  and  wantons  on  the  curled  flreames, 
And  Deya7iira  on  his  Hioulders  fUs 
As  fafe,  as  if  fhe  flear'd  a  pine-tree  barke. 
They  grow  now  towards   the   fliore  :    my   club   and 

armes 
I'le  firfl  cafl  or'e  the  deepe  Euenus  foord, 
But  from  my  fide  my  quiuer  fhall  not  part, 
Nor  this  my  trufly  bow. 

Deyafi.     Helpe  Hercules.  Within, 

Here.     'Twas  Deyaiieiraes  voyce. 

Deyan.     The  Traytor  Neffiis 
Seekes  to  defpoile  mine  honour,  loue^  you  Gods  : 
Out  trayterous  Centaure  :  Helpe  great  Hercules. 

Here.  Hold,  lufl-burnt  Centaure,  'tis  Alcides  cals 
Or  fwifter  then  loues  lightning,  my  fierce  vengeance 
Shall  croffe  Euenus. 

Deyan.     Oh,  oh. 

He7x.     Darfl  thou  deuill  ? 
Couldft  thou  clime  Heauen  or  fmke  below  the  Center 
So  high,  fo  low,  my  vengeance  fhould  perfue  thee, 
Hold ;  if  I  could  but  fixe  thee  in  my  gripes, 
I'de  teare  thy  limbes  into  more  Atomies  f 

Then  in  the  Summer  play  before  the  Sunne.  * 

Deyan.     Helpe  Herciiles  (out  dog)  Alcides  helpe. 

Here.     I'le  fend  till   I  can  come,    this   poifonous 
fhaft 
Shall  fpeake  my  fury  and  extradl  thy  bloud, 
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Till  I  my  felfe  can  croffe  this  raging  floud. 

Hercules  Jhoots^  and  goes  in  :  Enter  Neffus  with  an 
arrow  through  hi7n,  and  Deianeira. 

Nejjf.     Thy  beauty  Deyaneira  is  my  death, 
And  yet  that  Neffus  dies  embracing  thee, 
Takes  from  my  fences  all  thofe  torturing  pangues 
That  fliould  affociate  death :  to  fhew  I  lou'd  thee, 
I'le  leaue  thee,  in  my  will,  a  legacy  ; 
Shall  flead  thee  more,  then  fhould  thy  father   giue 

thee 

Vnto  thy  Dower  the  Crowne  of  Calidon. 
Of  fuch  great  vertue  is  my  lining  bloud, 
And  of  fuch  prize,  that  couldft  thou  valew  it, 
Thou  wouldfl  not  let  one  drop  fall  to  the  ground  : 
But  oh  I  die. 

Deyan.     Teach  me  to  rate  it  truely. 

Neff.     Now  Neffus^  in   thy   death  be  aueng'd  on 
him 

On  whom  in  life  thou  couldR  not  wreake  thy  rage : 
(My  bloud  is  poifon)  all  thefe  pure  drops  faue, 
Which  I  bequeath  thee  ere  I  take  my  graue  : 
I  know  thy  Lord  lafciuious,  bent  to  lufl, 
Witneffe  the  fifty  daughters  of  King  Thefpeius^ 
Whom  in  one  night  he  did  adulterate  : 
And  of  thofe  fifty  begot  fifty  fonnes : 
Now  if  in  all  his  guefls,  he  be  with-held 
By  any  Ladies  loue,  and  flay  from  thee, 
Such  is  the  vertue  of  my  bloud  now  fhed, 
That  if  thou  dipft  a  fhirt,  fleept  in  the  leafl 
Of  all  thefe  drops,  and  fendfl  it  to  thy  Lord, 
No  fooner  fliall  it  touch  him,  but  his  loue 
Shall  die  to  flrangers,  and  reuiue  to  thee, 
Make  vfe  of  this  my  loue. 

Deyan.     Centaure,  I  will. 

Neff.     And  fo,  whom  Neffus  cannot,  do  thou  kill, 
Still  dying  men  fpeake  true  :  'tis  my  lafl  cry, 
Saue  of  my  bloud,  'tmay  fleede  thee  ere  thou  die. 
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Dcyan.     Though   I  my  louc  miflrufl  not,  yet  this 
counfcll 
ric  not  dcfijifc  :  this  if  my  Lord  fliould  flray, 
Shall  to  my  dcfolate  bed  teach  him  the  way. 

Enter  Hercules. 

Here.     After  long  flrugling  with  Eucniis  flreames, 
I  forc't  the  riuer  beare  me  on  her  brefl, 
And  land  me  Hifely  on  this  further  flrond, 
To  make  an  end  of  what  my  fhaft  begunne, 
The  life  of  NeJJus,  Hues  the  Centaure  yet  I 

Deyan.     Behold  him  grouelling   on  the  fenceleffe 
earth, 
His  wounded  bread  transfixt  by  Hercules. 

Here.     That  the  luxurious  flaue  were  fencible 
Of  torture  ;  not  th'  infernals  with  more  pangues 
Could  plague  the  villaine  then  Alcides  fliould. 
Ixions  bones  rackt  on  the  torturing  wheele 
Should  be  a  paflime  :  the  three  fnake-hair'd  fiflers, 
That  lafh  offenders  with  their  whips  of  fleele, 
Should  feeme  to  dally,  when  with  euery  firing 
They  cut  the  flefh  like  razors  :  but  the  dead 
Wee  hate  to  touch,  as  cowardly  and  bafe, 
And  vengeance  not  becomming  Hercules. 
Come  Deyaneira,  firfl  to  confumate 
Our  high  efpowfals  in  triumphant  Thebes, 
That  done,  our  future  labours  wee'le  perfue, 
And  by  the  affiflance  of  the  powers  Diuine, 
Striue  to  a6l  more  then  luno  can  affigne.  Exit 

Enter  Homer. 

Faire  Deyaneira  vfifo  Thebes  bei?ig guided, 
And  Hercules  efpoufals  folemnized, 
Heefor  his  further  labours  foone  prouided, 
As  luno  by  Euritius  had  deuifed. 
The  Apples  of  He^peria  fr^  he  wan, 
Mauger  huge  Atlas  thatfupports  thefpheares  : 
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And  whiljl  the  Gyant  on  his  bufincj^e  ran  ; 
Alcides  takes  his  placc^  and  proudly  beares 
The  heaiicJis  huge  frafne  :  thence  into  Scithia  hies^ 
And  there  the  Amazonian  Baldricke  gaines^ 
By  conqueri7ig  Menalip  {a  braue  prife) 
The  warlike  Que?ie  that  ore  the  Scithians  raignes. 
That  heefupported  heauen,  doth  well  exprejfe 
His  AJlrono7nicke  skilly  knowledge  injiatres : 
They  thatfuch  prafllfe  kfiow,  what  do  they  lej/e 
Then  beare  heaue?is  weight :  fo  of  the  Lernean  warres^ 
Where  he  the  ma7iy-headed  Hydra.  Jlew, 
A  Serpent  of  that  nature.,  7vhen  his  fivord 
Par'd  off  OJie  head.,  from  that  another  greiu. 
This  JJicwed  his  Logicke  skill :  front  euery  word 
And  argument  confuted.,  there  arife 
From  Qne  a  multiplicity.,  therefore  we 
Poets  andfuch  as  are  efleemed  wife., 
Inflru^  the  world  by  fuch  morality. 
To  conquer  Hydrsi JJiowed  his powerfull  skill 
In  difputatio?!.,  how  to  argtce  well. 
(By  all  that  vnderfiand  in  cuflonie  fiilt) 
And  in  this  Art  did  Hercules  excell. 
Now  we  the  ^gyptia7i  tyrant  7nufl  prefe7it., 
Bloudy  Bufiris,  a  ki7igfcll  a7id  7'ude, 
0/ie  that  i7i  7nurder  plac' t  his  fole  co7itetit, 
With  whofefad  death  our  firfl  A^  we  co7iclude. 

Enter  Bufyris  with  his  Guard  and  Priefls  to  facrifice ; 
to  them  two  flra7igers ,  Bufyris  takes  them  and  kils 
the77i  vpon  the  Altar-,  enter  Hercules  difguis'd, 
Bufyris  fends  his  Gtcard  to  apprehe7id  him,  Her- 
cules difcoueri7ig  hi77ifelfe  beates  the  Guard.,  kils 
Bufyris  a7id  facrificeth  him  7pon  the  Altar,  at 
7uhich  there  fals  afhower  of  rai7ie,  the  Priefls  offer 
Hercules  the  Crowne  of  yEgypt  which  he  refufeth. 

Homer.     In  yEgypt  there  of  long  ti77ie  fell  no  raine, 
For  which  V7ito  the  Oracle  they  fe7it : 
A7if7Uf.7'£s  r£tMrn\d.,  that  till  07iefl?'a7iger  flai7ie, 
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hntnoud  JJiall  be  the  Mai-hle  firmament. 
'Jliereforc  the  Tyrant  all  thef e  Jlr angers  kils 
That  enter  /Egypt,  till  Alcides  came 
And  7vith  the  tyrants  htilke  the  Altar  fils  : 
At  whofe  red  fiaug;htcr  fell  a  plenteous  raine. 
For  he  that  Jlra?iger  and  ifurper  7vas, 
Whofe  bio udy  fate  the  Oracle  foref pake. 
But  for  a  luhile  7ve  let  Alcides /t^^i:', 
IVhojn  thefe  of  ^gypt  would  their  f oner aigue  viake, 
For  f'ccing  them  frotn  fuch  a  tyrants  rage) 
No7v  Meleager  fiext  mufl  fill  ourfiage. 


A6lus  2.     Scoena  2. 


Enter  Ytims  like  a  Huntreffe,  with  Adonis. 

Venwi.     Why  doth  Adonis  flye  the  Queene  of  loue  ? 
And  fliun  this  Iiiory  girdle  of  my  armes  % 
To  be  thus  fcarft  the  dreadfull  God  of  wane 
Would  giue  me  conquered  kingdomes  :  For  a  kiffe 
(But  halfe  like  this)  I  could  command  the  Sunne 
Rife  'fore  his  houre,  to  bed  before  his  time  : 
And  (being  loue-ficke)  change  his  golden  beames, 
And  make  his  face  pale,  as  his  fifier  Moone. 
Come,  let  vs  tumble  on  this  violet  banke  : 
Pre'thee  be  wanton  ;  let  vs  toy  and  play,  ^ 

Thy  Icy  fingers  warme  betweene  my  breafls  ; 
Looke  on  me  Ado?i  with  a  ftedfafl  eye, 
That  in  thefe  Chriflall  glaffes  I  may  fee 
My  beauty,  that  charmes  Gods,  makes  men  amaz'd, 
And  ftownd  with  wonder  :  doth  this  rofeat  pillpw 
Offend  my  loue  ?  come,  wallow  in  my  lap. 
With  my  white  fingers  I  will  clap  thy  clieeke, 
Whifper  a  thoufand  pleafures  in  thine  eare. 

Adonis.     Madame,  you  are  not  modeft :  I  affeifl 
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The  vnfeene  beauty  that  adornes  the  minde. 

This  loofeneffe  makes  you  fowle  in  Adons  eye  : 

If  you  will  tempt  me,  let  me  in  your  face 

Reade  bluflifulneffe,  and  feare  ;  a  modefl  blufli 

Would  make  your  cheeke  feeme  much  more  beautifull. 

If  you  will  whifper  pleafure  in  mine  eare, 

Praife  chaflity,  or  with  your  lowd  voyce  fhrill 

The    tunes    of    homes,    and    hunting;    they   pleafe 

beft: 
Il'e  to  the  chafe,  and  leaue  you  to  the  reft. 

Venus.     Thou  art  not  man  ;  yet  wer't  thou  made  of 

(lone, 
1  haue  heate  to  melt  thee.     I  am  Queene  of  loue, 
There  is  no  pra6liue  art  of  dalliance 
Of  which  I  am  not  MifLrefle,  and  can  vfe. 
I  haue  kiffes  that  can  murder  vnkinde  words, 
And  flrangle  hatred,  that  the  gall  fends  forth  : 
Touches  to  raife  thee,  were  thy  fpirits  halfe  dead  : 
Words  that  can  powre  affection  downe  thine  eares. 
Loue   me  !    thou   canfl   not   chufe,     thou    fhalt   not 

chufe. 
Am  I  not  Venus  1     Hadfl  thou  Ciipids  arrowes, 
I  fliould  haue  tooke  thee  to  haue  beene  my  fonne  : 
Art  thou  fo  hke  him,  and  yet  canft  not  loue  % 
I  thinke  you  are  brothers. 
Adonis.     Madame,  you  wooe  not  well,  men  couet 

not 
Thefe  proffered  pleafures  ;  but  loue-fweets  deny'd  : 
What  I  command,  that  cloyes  my  appetite  \ 
But  what  I  cannot  come  by  I  adore. 
Thefe  profLituted  pleafures  furfet  flill, 
Where's   feare,  or   doubt,   men   fue  with   beR   good 

will. 
Ve7ius.     Thou  canft  inftrudl  the  Queene  of   loue 

in  loue. 
Thou  fhalt  not  (Ado?i)  take  me  by  the  hand, 
Yet    if    thou     needs    wilt     force     me,     theres     my 

palme. 
Il'e  frowne  on  him  (alas  !  my  brow's  fo  fmooth 
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It  will  not  bcarc  a  wrinkle  :)  hyc  thcc  hence 
Vnto  the  chace,  and  leaue  me  :  but  not  yet, 
Il'e  fleepe  this  night  vpon  Endimions  banke, 
On  which  the  Swaine  was  courted  by  the  Moone. 
Dare  not  to  come,  thou  art  in  our  difgrace ; 
(Yet  if  thou  come  I  can  affoord  thee  place.) 
Adonis.     I  mufl  begone. 
Venus.     Sweet  whither  ? 
Adonis.     To  the  Chace. 
Venus.     What  doed  thou  hunt  % 
Adonis.     The  Calidonian  Boare, 
To  which  the  Princes  and  bed  fpirits  of  Greece 
Are  now  affembled. 

Venus.     I  beflirew  thee  boy. 
That  very  word  flrooke  from  my  heart  all  ioy : 
It  flartled  mee,  me  thinkes  I  fee  thee  dye 
By  that  rude  Boare.     Hunt  thou  the  beafts  that  flye, 
The  wanton  Squirrell,  or  the  trembling  Hare, 
The  crafty  Fox  :  thefe  paflimes  feareleffe  are. 
The  greedy  Wolues,  and    fierce  Beares   arm'd  with 

clawes, 
Rough  fhouldred  Lyons,  fuch  as  glut  their  iawes 
With  heards  at  once,  Fell  Boares,  let  them  paffe  by, 
Adon.,  thefe  looke  not  with  thy  Ve7ius  eye. 
They  iudge  not  beauty,  nor  diflinguifh  youth, 
Thefe  are  their  prey ;  My  pitty,  loue  and  ruth 
Lines  not  in  them.     Oh  to  thy  felfe  be  kinde, 
Thou  from  their  mouthes,  my  kifles  fhalt  not  find. 

Winde  homes  within. 
Adonis.     The  fummons  to  the  chace,   Venus  adue. 
Ven.     Leaue  thofe,  turne  head,  chufe  thofe  thou 

maifl  purfue. 
Adonis.     I  am   refolu'd,   Il'e    helpe  to  rouze  yon 

beafl. 

Venus.     I'hou  art  to  deere  his  fauadge  throat  to 
feaft. 
Forbeare. 

Adojiis.     In  vaine. 

Venus.     Appoynt  when  we  fliall  meet. 
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Adonis.     After  the  chace.     Farewell  then. 

Vemis.     Farewell  fweet. 

Adonis.     This  kiflnig. 

Venus.     Adon,  guard  thee  well,  exprefle 
Thy  loue  to  me,  in  being  of  thy  felfe 
Carefull  and  chary  :  they  that  raze  thy  skin 
Wound  me.     Be  wife  my  Adon. 

Adon.     Never  doubt. 
So  then.  He  kiffeth  her. 

Venus.     But  lip-labour,  yet  ill  left  out.  Exeunt. 

Winde  homes.  Enter  with  lauelings,  and  in  greeJie, 
Meleager,  Thefeus^  Telamon,  Ca/ior,  Pollux^  Iafo7z, 
Pelezis,  Nejlor^  Atreus,  Toxeus,  Plexippus. 

Melea.     The  caufe  of  this  conuention  (Lords   of 
Greece) 
Needs  no  expreffion  ;  and  yet  briefly  thus  : 
Oeneus  our  father,  the  ^tolians  King, 
Of  all  his  fruits  and  plenty,  gaue  due  rights 
To  all  the  Gods  and  Goddeffes,  loue^  Ceres, 
Bacchus,  and  Pallas ;  but  among  the  reft, 
Diana  he  negle(fls  :  for  which  inrag'd, 
She  hath  fent  (to  plague  vs)  a  huge  fauadge  Boare, 
Of  an  vn-meafured  height  and  magnitude. 
What  better  can  defcribe  his  fliape  and  terror 
Then  all  the  pittious  clamours  flirild  through  Greece  ? 
Of  his  depopulations,  fpoyles,  and  preyes  1 
His  flaming  eyes  they  fparkle  bloud  and  fire, 
His  briftles  poynted  like  a  range  of  pikes 
Ranck't  on  his  backe :  his  foame  fnowes  where  he 

feeds 
His  tuskes  are  like  the  Indian  Oliphants. 
Out  of  his  iawes  (as  if  loues  lightning  flew) 
He  fcortches  all  the  branches  in  his  way, 
Plowes  vp  the  fields,  treads  flat  the  fields  of  graine. 
In  vaine  the  Sheepheard  or  his  dogge  fecures 
Their  harmleffe  fowlds.     In  vaine  the  furious  Bull 
Striues  to  defend  the  heard  ore  which  he  lords. 


1 88  The  Brazai  Age, 

The  Collonics  into  the  Cittics  flyc, 
And  till  inimurVl,  they  thinke  themfelues  not  fafe. 
To  chace  this  bead  we  haue  met  on  Oda  mount, 
Attended  by  the  noblefl  fpirits  of  Greece. 

Tela.     From  i)opLilous  Salaminc  I  Ttlamon 
Am  at  thy  faire  recjueR,  King  Melcager^ 
Come  to  behold  this  bead  of  Calidon^ 
And  prove  my  vertue  in  his  flerne  purfuite. 

lafon.     Not  Mdeagers  loue,  more  then  the  zeale 
I  beare  my  honour,  hath  drawne  lafon  hither. 
To  this  aduenture,  yet  both  forcible 
To  make  me  try  Rrange  maifteries  'gainft  that  mon- 

dcr, 
Whofe  fury  hath  fo  much  amaz'd  all  Greece. 

Cajlor.     That   was   the   caufe   I    Castor^  with   my 
brother 
Pollux^  arrm'd,  and  left  our  fider  Hellen 
Imbrac't  by  our  old  father  Tyfidarus, 
To  rouze  this  beaft. 

Pollux.     Let  vs  no  more  be  held 
The  fonnes  of  Lceda,  and  begot  by  loue, 
Brothers,  and  cal'd  the  two  Tyndarian  twins 
If  we  returne  not  crimfon'd  in  the  fpoiles 
Of  this  fierce  Boare. 

Nejlor.     To  that  end  Nejlor  came.. 
Nejlor,  that  hath  already  liu'd  one  age, 
And  entred  on  the  fecond,  to  the  third 
May  I  nere  reach,  if  part  of  that  wilde  fwine 
I  bring  not  home  to  Pylos  where  I  reigne. 

Atr.     My  yong  fon  Aga??tem?io?i.  and  his  brother 
Prince  Me?ielaus,  in  his  fwathes  at  home, 
Without  fome  honour  purchafl  on  this  Boare, 
May  I  no  more  fee,  or  Mycenes  vifit. 

Tref.     Well  fpeakes  Atreus,  and  his  noble  a6ls 
Stil  equalize  his  language.     Shall  not  Thefeus 
Venter  as  farre  as  any  ?  heauens  you  know 
I  dare  as  much  'gainfl  any  mortall  foe. 

Tax.     Wher's  Hercules,  that  at  this  noble  bufines 
He  is  not  prefent,  being  neere  ally'd 
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To  Melcager^  hauing  late  efpowfed 
His  filler  Dcianeira  % 

Flex.     He's  for  Bufiris^  that  ^Egyptian  tyrant. 

Mel.     Elfe  noble  valour,  he  would  haue  bin  lirft 
To  haue  purchad  honour  in  this  hauty  quefl. 

Eiitei'  Atlanta  with  a  latielin.     Hor7ies  winded. 

Atl.     Haile  princes,  let  it  not  offend  this  troop, 
That  I  a  Princes  and  Atlanta  cald, 
A  virgin  Huntreffe,  preffe  into  the  field. 
In  hope  to  double  guild  my  lauelins  poynt 
In  bloud  of  yon  wilde  fwine. 

Melea.      Virgi7ieam  iji  puero^  puerileiti  in  virgijievicl- 
tum. 

Afpicio,     Oh  you  Gods  !  or  make  her  mine, 
Stated  with  vs  the  Calidonian  Queene, 
Or  let  this  monftrous  bead  confound  me  quite, 
And  in  his  vafL  wombe  bury  all  my  fate. 
Beauteous  Atlanta  welcome,  grace  her  princes 
For  Meleagcrs  honour. 

lafon.     Come,  fhal's  vncupple  Lords, 
Some  plant  the  toiles,  others  brauely  mount, 
To  vn-den  this  fauadge. 

Melea.     Time  and  my  baflifull  loue 
Admits  no  courtfliip,  Lady  ranke  with  vs. 
Il'e  be  this  day  your  guardian,  and  a  fliield 
Betweene  you  and  all  danger. 

Atla?it.     We  are  free. 
And  in  the  chace  will  our  owne  guardian  be. 
Shals  to  the  field,  my  lauelin  and  thefe  fliafts, 
Pointed  with  death,  fliall  with  the  formofl  flye, 
And  by  a  womans  hand  the  beafl  fhall  dye. 

Enter  Adonis  winding  his  home. 

Melea.     As  bold  as  faire ;  but  foft,  whofe  bugle's 
that 
Which  cals  vs  to  the  chace  ?  Adonis  yours  % 
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Adonis.     Mine  oh  you  noble   Grcckes^  we  haue  di(- 
couercd 
The  dreadful!  monfler  wallowing  in  his  den  : 
The  toyles  are  fixt,  the  huntfmen  plac't  on  hils 
Prefl.  for  the  charge,  the  fierce  Thcffaliafi  hounds 
With  their  flagge  eares,  ready  to  fweep  the  dew 
From  the  moift.  earth  :  their  brcafls  are  arm'd  with 

fleele, 
Againft  the  incounter  of  fo  grim  a  bead. 
The  hunters  long  to  vncupple,  and  attend 
Your  prefence  in  the  field. 

Atlanta.     Follow  Atlanta. 
ire  try  what  prince  will  fecond  me  in  field, 
And  make  his  lauelins  point  fliake  euen  with  mine. 

Melea.     That  Meleagers  fhall 

Tela.     Nor  TelanioJi 
Will  come  behinde  Atlanta,  or  the  Prince. 

lafon.     Charge  brauely  then    your   lauelins,  fend 
them  finging 
Through  the  cleare  aire,  and  aime  them  at  yon  fiend, 
Den'd  m  the  quechy  bogge,  the  fignall  Lords. 

All.     Charge,  charge. 

a  great  winding  of  homes,  o^Jhouts. 

Meleag.     Princes,  fhrill  your  Bugles  free. 
And  all  Atlantds  danger  fall  on  me.- 

Enter  lafon  and  Telamon. 

lafon.     This  way,  this  way,  renowned  Telamon, 
The  Boare  makes  through  yon  glade  ;  and  from  the 

hils 
He  hurries  like  a  tempeft :  In  his  way 
He  proflrates  trees,  and  like  the  bolt  of  lozte, 
Shatters  where  ere  he  comes. 

Tela,     Diana's  wrath 
Sparkles  grim  terrour  from  his  fiery  eyes  : 
One  lauelin  pointed  with  the  purefl  braffe, 
I  haue  blunted  'gainfl  his  ribs ;  yet  he  vnfcar'd. 
The  head,  as  darted  'gainfl  a  rocke  of  marble. 
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Rebounded  backe. 

Iafo7i.     He  fhakes  off  from  his  head 
Our  befl  Thcffalian  dogges,  Hke  Sommer  flyes  : 
Nor  can  their  fliarpe  phangs  faflen  on  his  hide. 
Follow  the  cry. 

A  Jliout.     Enter  Cajlor  a?id  Pollux. 

Cajlor.     Wher's  noble  Telainon  ? 

Pollux.     Or  warlike  Iafo7i  ? 

lafon.     Here  you  Tyndarides, 
Speake,  which  way  bends  this  plague  of  Calidon  ? 

Cajlor.     Here  may  you  ftand  him,  for  behold  he 
comes 
Like  a  rough  torrent,  fwallowing  where  he  fpreads, 
Ouer  his  head  a  cloud  of  terrour  hangs 
In  which  leane  death  (as  in  a  Chariot)  rides, 
Darting  his  (hafts  on  all  fides  :  'mongll  the  Princes 
Of  fertill  Greece^  Anceus  bowels  lye 
Strewd  on  the  earth,  torne  by  his  rauenous  tuskes  : 
And  had  not  Nejlor  (by  his  lauelins  helpe) 
Leap't  vp  into  an  Oke  to  haue  fcap't  his  rage, 
He  had  now  periflit  in  his  fecond  Age. 

Pollux.     Peleus  is  wounded,  Pelegon  lies  flaine^ 
Eupalemon  hath  all  his  body  rent 
With  an  oblique  wound  :  yet  Meleager  flill. 
And  Thejeus,  and  Atreus,  with  the  reft, 
Purfue  the  chace,  with  Boare-fpeares  caft  fo  thicke, 
That  where  they  flye,  they  feeme  to  darke  the  ayre, 
And  where  they  fall,  they  threaten  imminent  ruine. 

lafon.     To  thefe  wee'l  adde  our  fury,  and  our  fire, 
And  front  him,  though  his  brow  bare  figured  hell, 
And  euery  wrinkle  were  the  gulfe  of  Styx 
By  which  the  Gods  contefl  :  Come  noble  Telamo?i 
Diana's  monfter  by  our  hands  fliall  fall. 
Or  (with  the  Princes  flaine)  let's  perifh  all.        Exeimt 

Homes  andjhouts.     E?iter  Meleager,  Atlanta. 

Meleag.        Thou     beauteous    Nonacris,    Arcadia  s: 
pridC;, 
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How  hatli  thy  valour  witli  tliy  fortune  ioyn'd, 

To  make  thee  (laine  the  general  1  fortitude 

Of  all  the  Princes  we  dcriue  from  Greece^ 

Thy  launces  poynt  hath  on  yon  armed  monRer, 

Made  the  firfl  wound,  and  the  firfl  crimfon  droppe 

Fell  from  his  fide,  thy  ayme  and  arme  extradled, 

Thy  fame  Hiall  neuer  dye  in  CaIido7i. 

Atl.     We  trifle  heere,  what  fliall  Atlanta  gaine 
The  firfl  wounds  honour,  and  be  abfent  from 
The  monflers  death,  we  mufl  haue  hand  in  both. 

Melca.     Thou  hafl  purchafl  honour  and  renowne 
enough, 
Oh  flaine  not  all  the  generall  youth  of  Greece^ 
By  thy  too  forward  f})irit.     Come  not  neere 
Yon  rude  blood-thirfly  fauadge,  left  he  prey 
On  thee,  as  on  A?7ccus,  and  the  reft, 
Let  me  betweene  thee  and  all  dangers  ftand.    Homes. 
Fight,  but  fight  fafe  beneath  our  puiffant  hand. 

Atl.     The  cry  comes  this  way,  all  my  fliafts  Il'e 
fpend. 
To"giue  the  fury  that  affrights  vs,  end. 

Melea.     And  ere  that  monfter  on  Atlanta  pray, 
This  point  of  fteele  flial  through  his  hart  make  way. 

Exeunt. 

After  great  JJiouts^  enter  Venns. 

Vc7ius.       Adonis^     thou      that    makeft     Veiiiis     a 
Huntrefle, 
Leaue  Faphos,  Gnidon,  Eryx,  Ereetne., 
And  Aniatho?!^  with  precious  mettals  bigge, 
Mayft  thou  this  day  Hue  bucklerd  in  our  wing, 
And  fhadowed  in  the  amorous  power  of  loue  : 
My  fwannes  I  haue  vnyoakt,  and  from  their  necks 
Tane  of  their  bridles  made  of  twifted  filke. 
And  from  my  chariot  ftucke  with  Doues  white  plumes 
Lighted  vpon  this  verdure,  where  the  Boare 
Hath  in  his  fury  fnow'd  his  fcattered  foame. 

A  cry  within. 
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What  cry  was  that  ?  It  was  Adonis  fure. 

That   piercefant   fhrike   fhrild   through    the   muficall 

pipes 
Of  his  fweete  voyces  organs,  thou  Diana 
If  thou  hafl  fent  this  fiende  to  ruin  loue, 
Or  print  the  leafl  skarre  in  my  Ado?is  flefh 
Thy  chaRity  I  will  abandon  quite, 
And  with  my  loofeneffe,  blail  thy  Cinthian  light. 

Enter  Thefeiis  and  Nejbr,  hringi7ig  in  Ado?ns  wounded 

to  death. 

Thef.     There  lie  mofl  beauteous  of  the  youths  of 
Greece^ 
Whofe  death  I  will  not  mourne,  ere  I  reuenge. 

Nejl.      I'le   fecond    thee,    thou    pride    of    Greece 
adiew, 
Whom  too  much  valor  in  thy  prime  ore-threw.     Exit. 
Ven.     Y'are  not  mine  eyes,  for  they  to   fee   him 
dead 
Would  from  their  foft  beds  drop  vpon  the  earth  : 
Or  in  their  owne  warme  liquid  moifture  drowne 
Their  natiue  brightneffe  :  th'art  not  Venus  heart, 
For  wert  thou  mine,  at  this  fad  fpedlacle 
Th'dfl  breake  thefe  ribs  though  they  were  made  of 

braffe. 
And  leap  out  of  my  bofome  inflantly. 
My  forrowes  like  a  populous  throng,  all  flriuing 
At  once  to  paffe  through  fome  infofced  breach. 
In  flead  of  winning  paffage  flop  the  way, 
And  fo  the  greatefl  hafl,  breeds  the  moft  flay. 
Oh  mee  !  my  multiplicity  of  forrowes. 
Makes  me  almofl  forget  to  grieue  at  all. 
Speake,  fpeake,  my  Adon,  thou  whom  death  hath  fed 

on 
Ere  thou  waft  yet  full  ripe  ;  and  this  thy  beautie's 
Deuour'd  ere  tafled.     Eye,  where's  now  thy  bright- 
neffe ? 
Or  hand  thy  warmth  ?     Oh  that  fuch  louely  parts 
3  o 
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Should  be  by  death  thus  made  unferuiceable. 
'I'liiit  (hucfl  tlicn)  had  the  ])o\vcr  to  intrance  loue : 
Rauilh,  amaze,  and  furfet,  all  thefe  pleafures 

Vams  hath  lofl  by  thy  vntimely  fall. 
And  therefore  for  thy  death  eternally 

VoiHS  fliall  mourne,  Karth  fhall  thy  trunkc  deuoure, 
But  thy  hues  blood  I'le  turne  into  a  flower, 
And  euery  Month  in  follemne  rights  deplore, 
This  beauteous  Grceke  flaine  by  Dlanaes  Boare.  Exit. 

The  fall  of  the  Boare  behig  winded,  Meleager  with  the 
head  of  the  Boare,  Atlanta,  Neflor,  Toxeus,  Plexip- 
pus,  lafon,  Thefeus,  d^c.  with  their  iauellins 
bloudied. 

Mel.     Thus  lies  the  terror  that  but  once  to  day 
Aw'd  all  the  boldefl  hearts  of  Calidon 
Wallowing  and  weltering  in  his  native  bloud, 
Transfixt  by  vs,  but  brauely  feconded, 
By  noble  I  of  on,  Thefeus,  Peleus, 
Telamon,  Neflor,  the  TyndaiHdes, 
And  our  bold  vnkles,  al  our  bore-fpeares  flain'd 
And  gory  hands  lau'd  in  his  reeking  bloud, 
To  whom  belongs  this  braue  victorious  fpoile? 

All.     To  Meleager  Prince  of  Calidon. 

Mel.     Is  that  your  generall  fuffrage  ? 

lafoji.     Let  not  Greece 
Suffer  fuch  merite  vnregarded  paffe, 
Or  valour  Hue  vnguerdon'd,  that  fel  Swine 
Whom  yet,  euen  dead,  th'  amazed  people  feare, 
And  dare  not  touch  but  with  aflonifhment 
Fell  by  thy  hand. 

Tel.     Thou  ftodfl  his  violence, 
Til  thy  fharpe  lauelin  grated  gainft  his  braines^ 
Beneath  his  fhield  thou  entred'fl  to  his  heart. 
At  that  we  guirt  him  till  a  thoufand  wounds, 
Hee  f^om  a  thoufand  hands  receiu'd  at  once  : 
And  in  his  fall  it  feem'd  the  earth  did  groane, 
And  the  fixt  Center  tremble  vnder  him. 
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Cajlor.    The  fpoile  is  thine,  the  yong  Adonis  death, 
Ajiccus  ilaughter,  and  the  niaffacre 
Of  Archas,  Pelagojiy  Eupateinon 
And  all  the  Grecian  Princes  loft  this  day, 
Thou  haft  reueng'd,  therefore  be  thine  the  fame, 
Which  with  a  generall  voyce  Greece  fliall  proclaime. 

Mel.     Princes  wee  thanke  you,  'tis  mine  giuen  me 
free. 
Which  faire  Atlanta  we  beftow  on  thee. 

Tox.     Ha,  to  a  woman. 

Plex.     And  fo  many  men, 
Ingag'd  in't,  call  backe  thy  gift  againe. 

Cajl.     Greece  is  by  this  difparaged,  and  our  fame 
Fowly  eclipft. 

Pollux,     Snatch't  from  that  emulous  Dame. 

Mel.     Murmur  you  Lords  at  Meleagers  bounty, 
We  firft  beftow'd  it  as  our  owne  by  guift. 
Yea,  and  by  right,  but  now  we  render  it 
To  bright  Atlanta.,  as  her  owne  by  due 
As  fhee  that  from  the  Boare  the  firft  bloud  drew. 

Nejl.     We  muft  not  fufifer  this  difgrace  to  Greece. 

Atre.     Let   women    claime   'mongft   women    emi- 
nence, 
Our  Lofty  fpirits,  that  honour  haue  in  chace, 
Cannot  difgeft  wrongs  womanifli  and  bafe. 

Cajl.     Reftore  this  woman  and  thy  fex  enuy 
For  fortitude,  aime  not  at  quefts  fo  hye. 

lafon.     Cajlor  forbeare. 

Telia.     Hee  giues  but  what's  his  owne. 

Thef.     Tis  the  Kings  bounty. 

Mel.     By  the  immortall  Gods, 
That  gaue  vs  this  daies  honour,  the  fame  hand 
By  which  the  Calido?iia?i  terror  fell, 
Shall  him  that  frownes  or  murmurs  lanch  to  hell. 

All.     That  will  we  try, 

Mel.     Then  reskue  for  Atlanta, 
This  day  fhall  fall  for  thee,  that  art  diuine, 
Monfters  more  fauadge  then  Dianaes  fwine. 

o  2 
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A  Jlran^e  confufcd  fray,   Toxciis   and  Pkxippus   are 
Jlaine  by   Mdca^a\    /afo?i    arid   Tellamon  Jland 
between c  the  t7uo  faflions. 

laf.     No    more,    no    more,   behold    your    vnkles 
flaine, 
Saue  in  this  a6l  two  Noble  Gentlemen, 
Purfue  not  fury  to  the  fpoile  of  Greece, 
And  death  of  more  brauc  Princes  :  let  your  rage 
Be  here  confin'de,  cut  off  this  purple  flreame 
In  his  mid  courfe,  and  turne  this  torrent  backe 
Which  in  his  fury  elfe  may  drown'd  vs  all. 

TcL     I  fecond  laf  on  and  expofe  my  felfe, 
Betweene  thefe  fa6lions  to  compofe  a  peace. 

Mel.     Wee  haue  done  too  much  already,  impious 
fury, 
How  boundleffe  is  thy  power  :  vncircumfcribed 
By  thought  or  reafon,  th'art  all  violence, 
Thy  end  repentance,  forrow  and  diflafl : 
How  will  Althea  take  her  brothers  death 
From  her  fons  hand,  but  rafh  deeds  executed 
May  be  lamented,  neuer  be  recal'd. 
Shall  the  furuiuers  bee  atton'd '? 

Atreus.     So  it  be  done  with  honour  on  both  parts 
Wee  haue  fwords  to  guard  our  fortunes  and  our  Hues, 
And  but  an  equall  language  will  keepe  both 
Thus  at  the  point. 

Thcf.     loyne  hands  renowned  Princes, 
The  fury  of  the  Prince  of  Calidon 
Hath  prey'd  but  on  his  owne,  there  let  it  end. 
No  further  by  your  vrgent  fpleenes  extend. 

Cajlor.     We  are  appeas'd. 

lafon.     Lords  freely  then  embrace. 

Mel.     Firfl  then,  wee'le  royally  interre  our  vnkles, 
And  fpend  fome  teares  vpon  their  funerall  rites, 
That  done  we'le  in  our  Palace  feafl  thefe  Princes, 
With  bright  Atlanta,  whom  wee'le  make  our  Queene. 
Our  Vnkles  once  beflow'de  into  the  earth. 
Our  mournings  fhall  expire  in  Bridall  mirth.     Exeunt. 
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Enter  K.  Oeneus  afid  Althca^  7?iceting  the  bodies  of  their 
two  brotJiers  borne. 

Oen.     Come  to  the  Temple  there  to  facrifice 
For  thefe  glad  tydings,  fince  the  Boare  lies  dead, 
That  fil'd  our  kingdome  with  fuch  awe  and  dread. 

Alth.     What  ioy  names  Oeneiis  in  this  fpedlacle  ? 
This  of  a  thoufand  the  mofl  fad  and  tragicke, 
Whofe  murdered  trunkes  be  thefe  ? 

Seni.     Your  royall  brothers, 
Prince  Toxeus  and  Plexippiis. 

Althea.     Speake,  how  flaine  % 

Seru.     Not  by  the  Boare,  but  by  your  fons  owne 
hand. 

Althea.     By  Meieagers,  how  ?  vpon  what  quarrell 
Could  the  proud  boy  ground  fuch  a  damned  act  ? 

Sent.     Your  fonne  to  faire  Atlanta  gaue  the  prife 
Of  this  daies  trauell,  which  for,  they  with-flood 
In  mutinous  armes  they  loffe  their  vitall  blouds. 

Alth.     Shall  I  reuenge  or  mourne  them. 

Oen.     O  flrange  fate. 
An  obie6l  that  mufl  fhorten  Oeneus  daies, 
And  bring  thefe  winter  haires  to  a  fad  Tombe 
Long  ere  their  date ;  I  fmke  beneath  thefe  forrowes 
Into  my  blacke  and  timeleffe  monument. 

Althea.     My  forrowes  turne  to  rage,  my  teares  to 
fire. 
My  praiers  to  curfes,  vowes  into  reuenge. 

Oen.     Peace,  peace   my  Queene,   let's   beare   the 
Gods  vindi6lion 
With  patience,  as  wee  did  Dianaes  wrath  : 
Where  Gods  are  bent  to  punifh,  we  may  grieue 
But  can  our  felues  nor  fuccour,  nor  relieue. 
Come,  let  vs  do  to  them  their  latefl  rites. 
Wait  on  their  Hearfes  in  our  mourning  blacke  ; 
Their  happy  foules  are  mounted  'boue  the  fpheares, 
We'le  wafli  their  bodies  in  our  funerall  teares.      Exit. 

Manet  Althea. 
Althea.     Althea  what  diflradlion's  this  within  thee  % 
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A  nricr  or  a  motlicr  wilt  thou  bee? 

Since  both  I  cannot,  (for  thcfc  I'rinces  flainc) 

Sifter  I  chufc,  a  mothers  name  difdaine  : 

The  fatall  brand  in  whicli  the  murderers  life 

Securely  lies,  I'le  hurle  into  the  fire 

And  as  it  flames,  fo  fliall  the  flaue  expire. 

Mifchcife  I'le  heai)e  on  mifcheife,  bad  on  ill, 

Wrong  pay  witli  wrongs,  and  flaughter  thefe  that  kill. 

And  fmce  the  Gods  would  all  our  glories  thrall, 

I  will  with  them  haue  chiefe  hand  in  our  fall. 

But  hee's  my  fonne  :  oh  pardon  me  deere  brothers, 

Being  a  mother  if  I  fpare  his  life, 

Though  it  be  fit  his  flnne  bee  plaug'd  with  death, 

And  that  his  life  lie  in  yon  fatall  brand, 

'Twill  not  come  fitly  from  a  mothers  hand. 

Is  this  the  hope  of  all  my  ten  months  paine, 

Muft  he  by  th'  hand  that  nurft  him  now  be  flaine  ? 

Would  he  had  perifht  m  his  cradle,  when 

I  gaue  him  twice  life  :  in  his  birth,  and  then 

When  I  the  brand  fnatcht  from  the  rauenous  flame, 

And  for  this  double  good,  haft  thou  with  fhame 

And  iniury  repaide  me  ?  I  will  now 

A  fifter  be,  no  mother,  for  I  vow 

Reuenge  and  death  \  Furies,  affift  my  hand 

Whilft  in  red  flames  I  cafl,  his  vitall  brand.  Exit. 

A  ha?iquet^  enter  Meleager,  lafon^  Thefeus,  Castor ^ 
Folliix,  NeJIor,  Peleiis^  Atreics,  Atlanta. 

Meleag.      For  faire   Atlaiita^    and   your   Honours, 
Lords 
We  banquet  you  this  day  :  and  to  beginne 
Our  feftiuals  we'le  crowne  this  louiall  health 
Vnto  our  brother,  Theban  Hercules., 
And  Deyaneira,  will  you  pledge  it  Lords  ? 

lafon.     None  but  admire  and  loue  their  matchleffe 
worths, 
Not  faire  Afla?ita  will  refufe  this  health. 
Atla72.     You   beg   of  mee   a   pledge,   I'le  take  it 
Iafo7i, 
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As  well  for  his  fake  that  beginnes  the  round, 
As  thofe  to  whom  'tis  vow'd. 

Tell.     Well  fpoke  Atlanta^  but  I  wonder  Lords 
What  Prouince  now  holds  Thcban  Hercules  ? 

The/.     He  is  the  mirrour  and  the  pride  of  Greece, 
And  fiiall  in  after  ages  be  renoun'd, 
But  we  forget  his  health,  come  Tellamon 
Aime  it  at  mee. 

A  fire.     Enter  Althea  with  a  brand. 

Althea.     Affifl  my  rage  you  fterne  Eiimenides, 
To  you  this  blacke  deed  will  I  confecrate. 
Pitty  av/ay,  hence  thou  confanguine  loue, 
Maternall  zeale,  parentall  piety. 
All  cares,  loues,  duties,  offices,  affedlions, 
That  grow  'tweene  fonnes  and  mothers,  leaue   this 

place  ; 
Let  none  but  furies,  murders,  paracides, 
Be  my  affiflants  in  this  dam'd  attempt : 
All  that's  good  and  honefl,  I  confine, 
Blacke  is  my  purpofe ;  Hell  my  thoughts  are  thine. 

MeL     To  bright  Atlanta  this  lowd  muficke  fo^vnd, 
Her  health  fhall  with  our  loftieft  flraines  be  crown'd. 

Althea.     Drinke,  quaffe,   be   blith ;    oh   how   this 
fefliue  ioy 
Stirs  vp  my  fury  to  reuenge  and  death. 
Thus,  thus  (you  Gods  aboue,  abie6l  your  eies 
From  this  vnnaturall  a6l)  the  murderer  dies. 

Shee  fires  the  brafid. 

Mel.     Oh,  oh. 

Atlan.     My  Lord. 

Mel.     I  burne,  I  burne. 

lafon.     What  fuddaine  paffion's  this  % 

Mele.     The  flames   of  hell,   and  Phctds  fightleffe 
fires. 
Are  through  my  entrals  and  my  veines  difpierfl, 
Oh! 

TelL     My  Lord  take  courage. 
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j\[cL     CouraL^e,  TcUamtvi^ 
I  hauc  a  licart  dares  thrcatc  or  challenge  hell, 
A  brow  front  heauen  ;  a  hand  to  challenge  both  : 
But  tliis  my  ])aine's  beyond  all  humane  fufferance. 
Or  mortall  ])atience. 

Althca.     What   haft   thou   done   Alt/iea%  ftay  thy 
fury, 
And  bring  not  thefe  ftrange  torments  on  thine  owne. 
Thou  haft  too  much  already,  backe  my  hand, 
And  faue  his  life  as  thou  conferuft  this  brand. 

She  takes  out  the  brand. 

Atlan.       How    cheeres     the    warlike    Prince    of 
Calidon  ? 

Mel.     Well  now,  I  am  at  eafe  and  peace  within, 
Whither s  my  torture  fled  %  that  with  fuch  fuddenneffe 
Hath  freed  me  from  difturbance,  were  we  ill? 
Come  fit  againe  to  banquet,  muficke  fownd, 
Till  this  to  Deyaneiraes  health  go  round. 

Althea.     Shall  mirth  and  ioy  crowne  his  degenerate 
head  ? 
Whilft  his  cold  Vnkles  on  the  earth  lie  fpread  ? 
No,  wretched  youth  whilft  this  hand  can  deftroy, 
I'le  cut  thee  off  in  midft  of  all  thy  ioy. 

She  fires  the  brand. 

Mel.     Againe,  Againe. 

Althea.     Burne,  perifh,  waft,  fire,  fparkle,  and  con- 
fume 
And  all  thy  vitall  fpirits  flie  with  this  fume. 

Mel.     Still,  ftill,  there  is  at  ^tna  in  my  bofome 
The  flames  of  Stix^  and  fires  of  Acherofi 
Are  from  the  blacke  Chimerian  fliades  remou'd, 
And  fixt  heere,  heere  ;  oh  for  Euemcs  floud, 
Or  fome  coole  ftreame,  to  fhoote  his  currents  through 
My  flaming  body,  make  thy  channell  heere 
Thou  mighty  floud  that  ftreameft  through  Calidon 
And  quench  me,  all  you  fprings  of  Theffaly 
Remoue  your  heads,  and  fixe  them  in  my  veines 
To  coole  me,  oh  ! 

lafon.     Defend  vs  heauen,  what  fuddaine  extafy 
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Or  vnex|)ec^ecl  torture  hath  didurb'd 
His  health  and  mirth  ? 

Mel.     Worfe  then  my  torment, 
That  I  muft  die  thus,  thus,  that  the  Boare  had  flaine 

me 
Happy  Aiiccus  and  Adonis  blefl, 
You  died  with  fame,  and  honour  crownes  your  refl  : 
My  flame  increafeth  ftill,  oh  father  Oeneus 
And  you  Althea,  whom  I  would  call  mother 
But  that  my  genius  prompts  me  th'art  vnkind, 
And  yet  farewell,  Atlanta  beauteous  maide, 
I  cannot  fpeake  my  thoughts  for  torture,  death, 
Anguifli  and  paines,  all  that  Promethean  fire 
Was    flolne    from    heauen,    the   Thiefe   left   in    my 

bofome. 
The  Sunne  hath  cafl  his  element  on  me, 
And  in  my  entrails  hath  he  fixt  his  Spheare, 
His   pointed   beames   he   hath   darted   through    my 

heart, 
And  I  am  Rill  on  flame. 

Althea.     So,  now  'tis  done, 
The  brand  confum'd,  his  vitall  threed  quite  fpun. 

Exit 

Meleag.     Now  'gins  my  fire  wafte,  and  my  naturall 
heat 
To  change  to  Ice,  and  my  fcortch't  blood  to  freeze. 
Farewell,  fince  his  blacke  enfigne  death  difplayes, 
1  dye,  cut  off  thus  in  my  beft  of  dayes.  He  dyes, 

yafon.     Dead  is  the  flower  and  pride  of  Calido7i. 
Who  would  difpleafe  the  Gods  ?  Diana^s  wrath 
Hath  fl.retch't  euen  to  the  death,  and  tragicke  ruine 
Of    this   faire   hopeful!   Prince,    here   (lay   thy    ven- 
geance 
Goddeffe  of  chafl.ity,  and  let  it  hang 
No  longer  ore  the  houfe  of  Calidon  : 
Since   thou    hafl    cropt  the  yong,   fpare    thefe   old 

branches 
That  yet  furuiue. 


io2  The  Brazen  Age. 

Enter  Althea. 

Althea.     She  fhall  not,  yafon  no, 
She  fliall  not :  Do  you  wonder  Lords  of  Greece^ 
To  fee  this  Prince  lye  dead  ?  why  that's  no  nouell, 
All  men  miiR  dye,  thou,  he,  and  cuery  one. 
Yea  I  my  felfe  mufl :  but  Il'e  tell  you  that  i 

Shall  flifFe  your  haire,  your  eyes  flart  from  your  heads, 
Print  fixt  amazement  in  your  wondring  fronts. 
Yea  and  aflonifh  all :  This  was  my  fonne, 
Borne  with  fick  throws,  nurfl  from  my  tender  brefl 
Brought  vp  with  feminine  care,  cherifht  with  loue  ; 
His  youth,  my  pride  ;  his  honour  all  my  wiflies. 
So  deere,  that  little  lelte  he  was  then  life. 
But  will  you  know  the  wonder  ('laffe)  too  true. 
Him  (all  my  fonnes)  this  my  inrag'd  hand  flue, 
This  hand,  that  Dians  quenchleffe  rage  to  fill. 
Shall  with  the  flaine  fonnes  fword  the  mother  kill. 

Althea  kils  herfelfe  with  Meleaqers  fword. 

Tela.     The  Queene  hath    flaine  her  felfe  :    who'l 
beare  thefe  newes 
To  the  fad  King  ? 

Enter  aferuant. 

Sent.     That  labour  may  be  fpar'd  : 
The  King  no  fooner  heard  of  his  fonnes  death, 
(Wrought  by  his  mother  in  the  fatall  brand) 
But  he  funke  dead  :  forrow  fo  chang'd  his  weakeneffe, 
And  without  word  or  motion  he  expir'd. 

yafon.     Weel  fee  them  (ere  we  part  from  Calidon) 
Inter'd  with  honour  :  But  we  foiourne  long 
In  this  curR  Clime  ;  oh  let  vs  not  incurre 
Diana's  fury,  our  next  expedition 
Shall  be  for  Colchos,  and  the  golden  Fleece, 
Vnto  which  (Princes)  we  inuite  you  all. 
Our  ftately  Argoe  we  haue  rig'd  and  trim'd. 
And  in  it  we  will  beare  the  beft  of  Greece^ 
Stil'd  from  our  fhip  by  name  of  Ai'gonauts. 
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Great  Hercules  will  with  his  company, 

Grace  our  aduenture,  and  renovvne  all  Greece, 

By  the  rich  purchafe  of  the  Colchian  Fleece.*        Exit. 

Homer. 

Let  not  eueii  Kings  a^ai7ifl  the  Gods  co/itejl, 
Left  in  this  fall  their  mines  be  expreft, 
TJiinke  Hercules, yr(?w  clenfuig  the  fowle Jlall 
Andjlable  of  Augeus,  in  which  fed 
Three  hundred  Oxen,  {?ieiier  freed  at  all, 
Till  his  arriue)  return  d  where  he  was  bred. 
To  Thebes  ;  there  Deianeira  him  receiues 
With  glad  inibraces,  Imt  heflaies  not  long, 
lafon  the  Lady  of  her  Lord  bereaues  : 
For  in  the  new-rig  d  Argoe,  with  the  yong 
And  fprightly  Heroes,  he  at  Colchos  aimes. 
Where  the  rich  Fleece  mufl  publijh  their  high  fames ^ 

Enter  Deianeira  and  T.ychas :  to  her  Hercules,  recemed 
with  ioy,  after  the  prefentment  of  fo7?te  of  his 
labours.  To  them  march  in  all  the  Argonauts, 
lafo?i,  Telamon,  Atreus,  Caflor,  Pollux,  Thefeus, 
6^^.  Lafon  perf wades  Hercules  to  the  aduenture ; 
hee  leaues  Deianeira,  and  marcheth  off  with  the 
Argonauts. 

Lfnagine  now  thefe  Princes  vnder  fatle, 
Steari7jg  their  courfe  as  farre  as  high-reared  Troy, 
Where  King  Laomedon  doth  much  bewaile 
Llis  daughter,  who?n  a  Sea-whale  mufl  dcflroy. 
Obferue  this  well :  for  here  begins  the  iarre 
Made  Troy  racist  after  in  a  ten  yeares  warre. 

Sownd.     Enter  King  Lao??tedon,  Anchifes,  yong  Priam, 
uEneas,  Hefione  bound,  with  other  Lords  and  Ladyes. 

Laomed.     HefconCj  this  is  thy  lail  on  earth, 
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Whofc  fortunes  we  may  mourne,  though  not  prcuent :        C( 
^Vould  Troy,  wliofe  walles  I  did  attempt  to  reare,  Ai 

Had  nere  grovvne  higher  tlien  their  ground-fils,  or 
In  their  foundation  buried  beene,  and  lofl, 
Since  their  high  flrudlure  mufl  be  thus  maintain'd, 
With  bloud  of  our  bright  Ladyes  :  Oh  Ilifionel 
Th'onely  remainder  of  thefe  female  dames  \ 

l^egot  by  vs,  I  mufl  bequeath  thy  body  ■ 

To  be  the  food  of  Neptunes  monflrous  Whale. 

Priam.     Had  you  kept  troth  and  promife  with  the 
Gods, 
This  had  not  chanc't :  You  borrowed  of  the  Priefls 
Of  Neptune  and  Apollo^  Sea,  and  Sunne, 
That  quantity  of  gold,  which  to  this  height 
And  fpacious  compaffe,  hath  immur'd  great  Troy ; 
But  the  worke  finifli't,  you  deny'd  to  pay 
The  Priefls  their  due,  for  which  inraged  Neptime 
Affembled  his  high  tides,  thinking  to  drowne 
Our  lofty  buildings,  and  to  mine  Troy  : 
But  when  the  Moone,  by  which  the  Seas  are  gouern'd, 
Retir'd  his  waters  by  her  powerfuU  wane, 
He  left  behind  him  fuch  infectious  flime. 
Which  the  Sunne  poyfoning  by  his  perfant  beames, 
They  by  their  mutuall  power,  raif'd  a  hot  plague. 
To  flacke  this  hot  peft,  Neptune  made  demand, 
Monthly  a  Lady  to  be  chus'd  by  lot, 
To  glut  his  huge  Sea-monflers  rauenous  iawes : 
The  lot  this  day  fell  on  Hefione 
Our  beauteous  fifler. 

Lao?n.     Fi'iam  'tis  too  true, 
Till  now  Laomedon  nere  knew  his  guilt, 
Or  thought  the  Gods  could  punifh. 

Hefio.     Royall  father, 
Mourne  not  for  me,  the  Gods  mufl.  be  appeas'd. 
And  I  in  this  am  happy,  that  my  death 
Is  made  the  attonement  'tweene  thofe  angry  powers 
And  your  afflidled  people,  though  my  Innocence 
Neuer  deferu'd  fuch  rigor  from  the  Gods. 
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Come  good  Afichifes,  binde  me  to  this  rocke, 
And  let  my  body  glut  th'  infatiate  fury 
Of  angry  Neptune^  and  th'  offended  Sunne. 

Ajichif.     A  more  unwilling  monfler  neuer  pafl 
Anchifes  hand. 

Laom.     Now,  now,  the  time  drawes  nye, 
That  my  fweet  childe  by  Neptimes  whale  mud  dye. 

Priam.     The   very  thought    of    it    fwallowes   my 
heart 
As  deepe  in  forrow,  as  the  monfler  can 
Bury  my  fifler. 

A  great  Jhowt  wUhin. 

Laom.     Soft,  what  clamor's  that  ? 

jEneas.     A   flately "  fliip,    well  rig'd   with    fwelling 
failes, 
Enters  the  harbour,  bound  (by  their  report) 
For  Colchos  :  but  when  they  beheld  the  fhores 
Couered  with  multitudes,  and  fpy'd  from  farre, 
Your  beauteous  daughter  faflned  to  the  rocke. 
They  made  to  know  the  caufe ;  which  certified, 
One  noble  Greeke  amongfl  thefe  Heroes  ftands, 
And  offers  to  incounteriV^/z/;2^j- whale. 
And  free  from  death  the  bright  Hefioiie. 

LaofH.     Thou    hafl    {^Mneas)    quickned   me   from 
death, 
And  added  to  my  date  a  feeond  Age. 
Admit  them. 

Enter  Hercules^  lafon,  Cajlor,  Pollux^  T/iefeus,  and  all 
the  Argonauts. 

Here.     'Tis  told  vb  that  thy  name's  Laomedon, 
And  that  thy  beauteous  daughter  mufl  this  day 
Feed  a  fea-monfler  :  how  wilt  thou  reward 
The  man  that  fhall  incounter  Neptunes  whale  .? 
Tugge  with  that  fiend  vpon  thy  populous  flrond, 
And  with  my  club  fowfe  on  his  armed  fcales  ? 
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Hafl  thou  not  heard  of  Thcban  Hercules  % 

I  tliat  liauc  aw'd  the  earth,  and  ranfack't  hell/ 

Will  through  the  Ocean  hunt  the  God  of  flreames, 

And  chace  him  from  the  deepe  Abifmes  below. 

Il'e  dare  the  Sea-god  from  his  watery  deepes 

If  he  take  i)art  with  this  Leuiathan. 

Laom.     Thy  name  and  courage  warlike  Hercules 
Affures  her  life,  if  thou  wilt  vndertake 
This  hauty  queft  :  two  milke  while  fleeds,  the  befl 
Afia  ere  bred,  fhall  be  thy  valours  prize. 

Here.     We  accept  them  ;  keepe  thy  faith  Laomedon^ 
If  thou  but  break'fl  with  /<??/^-borne  Hercules^ 
Thefe  marble  ftru6lures,  built  with  virgins  bloud, 
Il'e  raze  euen  with  the  earth.     When  comes  the  mon- 
fter.? 

Hefioiie.     Now,  now,  helpe  loue.  A  cry  within. 

Here.     I  fee  him  fweepe  the  feas  along. 
Blow  riuers  through  his  noflrils  as  he  glides, 
As  if  he  meant  to  quench  the  Sunnes  bright  fire, 
And  bring  a  palped  darkneffe  ore  the  earth  : 
He  opes  his  iawes  as  if  to  fwallow  Tro}\ 
And  at  one  yawne  whole  thoufands  to  deflroy. 

Lao.     Fly,  flye  into  the  Citty.     Exeujit  the  Troians. 

Here.     Take  along 
This  beauteous  Lady,  if  he  mufl  haue  pray, 
In  flead  of  her  Alcides  here  will  flay. 

lafon.     The  heartleffe  Troians  fly  into  the  towne 
At  fight  of  yon  fea-diuell :  here  wee'l  fland 
To  wait  the  conqueft  of  thy  louiall  hand. 

Here.     Gramercy  Iafo7i.,  fee  he  comes  in  tempefl, 
Il'e  meet  him  in  a  ftorme  as  violent, 
And   with   one   ftroke   which   this   right   hand   fhall 

aime. 
Ding  him  into  th'  abiffe  from  whence  he  came. 

Hercules  kils  the  Sea-Monjler.,  the  Troians  on  the  walles^ 
the  Greekes  below, 

Priam.     The  monfler's  flaine,  my  beauteous  filler 
freed. 
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lafon.     Be  euer  for  this  noble  deed  rerjown'd, 
Let  Afia  fpeake  thy  praife. 

Tela?n.     The  Arqo?iaut5 
Are  glorifi'd  by  this  vi6lorious  a61:. 

Priam.     All  Troy  fliall  confecrate  to  Heracles 
Temples  and  Altars  :  lets  defcend  and  meet  him. 

Laom.     Stay,  none  prefume  to  flirre,  wee'l   parly 
them 
Firfl  from  the  walles. 

Here.     Why  doth  not  Troy's  King  from  thofe  wals 
defcend  ? 
And  fmce  I  haue  redeem'd  Hefione, 
Prefent  my  trauels  with  two  milke-white  fleeds, 
The  prize  of  my  indeuours  1 

Lao.     Herailes 
We  owe  thee  none,  none  will  we  tender  thee, 
Thou  hafl  won  thee  honour,  a  reward  fufficient 
For  thy  attempt :  our  gates  are  fhut  againft.thee^ 
Nor  fhall  you  enter,  you  are  GreekiJJi  fpies, 
And  come  to  pry  but  where  our  land  is  weake. 

Priam.     Oh  royall  father  ! 

Laom.     Peace  boy  :   Greekes  away  : 
For  imminent  death  attends  on  your  delay. 

Here.     The  Sea  nere  bred  a  monfler  halfe  fo  vile 
As  this  Land-fiend.     Darfl  threaten  Hercules  % 
Would  vniuerfall  Troy  were  in  one  frame, 
That  I  might  whelme  it  on  thy  curfed  head, 
And  crowne  thee  in  thy  mine.     Menace  vs  % 

Laom.       Depart  our  ^walles,  or  we  will  fire    your 
Argoe, 
Lying  in  our  harbour,  and  preuent  your  purpofe 
In  the  atchieuement  of  the  golden  fleece. 

Here.     Lao?7iedoji,  Il'e  toffe  thee  from  thy  walles, 
Batter  thy  gates  to  fliivers  with  my  Club, 
Nor  will  I  leaue  thefe  broad  Scamander  plaines. 
Til  thy  afpiring  Towers  of  Illium 
Lye  leuell  with  the  place  on  which  we  fland. 

lafon.     Great  Hercules.,  th'  aduenture  fals  to  me. 
Our  voyage  bent  for  Colchos,  not  for  Troy^ 
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The  golden  fleece,  and  not  Lao7nedo?i  : 
Why  Hioiild  we  hazard  here  our  Argonauts  ? 
Or  fpcnd  our  felucs  on  accidcntall  wrongs  1 

Tclam.  lafon  aduifeth  well,  great  Hercules^ 
We  fliould  didionour  him,  and  th'  expe6lalion 
Greece  hath  of  vs,  delude  by  this  delay. 

Thef.     Then  let  vs  from   this  harbour  launch  our 
Argoe^ 
To  Colchos  firfl,  and  in  our  voyage  home 
Reuenge  vs  on  this  falfe  Laomedoii. 

Here.     You  fway  me  princes  :    farewell  trecherous 
King, 
Nought,  faue  thy  bloud,  fhall  fatisfie  this  wrong 
And  bafe  difhonour  done  to  Hercules. 
Expecfl  me  ;  for  by  Olimpicke  loue  I  fweare 
Nere  to  fet  foot  within  my  natiue  Thebes^ 
See  Detaneira,  or  to  touch  in  Greece, 
Till  I  haue  fcal'd  thefe  mures,  inuaded  Troy, 
Ranfack't  thy  Citty,  flaine  Laomedon, 
And  venge  the  Gods  that  gouerne  Sea  and  Sunne. 
Come  valiant  Heroes,  firfl  the  fleece  to  enioy. 
And  in   our  backe  returne  to  ranfacke   Troy. 

Exeunt. 

Lao.     We  dread  you  not,  wee'I   anfwere  what  is 
done, 
As  well  as  fl.and  'gainfl.  Neptune  and  the  Sunne. 


Enter  Oetes,  King  of  Colchos,  Medea,  yong  Abfyrius, 
with  Lords. 

Oetes.     How  may  we  glory  aboue  other  kings 
Being  (by  our  birth)  defcended  from  the  Gods  1 
Our  wealth  renowned  through  the  world  tripartite, 
Moft  in  the  riches  of  the  golden  fleece, 
And  not  the  leafl  of  all  our  happineffe, 
Medea  for  her  powerfull  magicke  skill, 
And  Negromanticke  exorcifmes  admir'd, 
And  dreaded  through  the  Colchian  territories. 
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Medea.     I  can  by  Art  make  riuers  retrograde, 
Alter  their  channels,  run  backe  to  their  heads, 
And  hide  them   in   the   fprings   from   whence   they 

grew. 
The  curled  Ocean  with  a  word  Il'e  fmooth, 
(Or  being  calme)  raife  wanes  as  high  as  hils, 
Threatning  to  fwallow  the  vafl  continent. 
With  powerfull  charmes  Il'e  make  the  Sunne  Hand 

ftill. 
Or  call  the  Moone  downe  from  her  arched  fpheare. 
What  cannot  I  by  power  of  Hecate  1 

Abfyr.     Difcourfe    (faire   fifLer)    how    the    golden 
lieece 
Came  firfL  to  Colchos. 

Medea.     Let  Abfyrtiis  know, 
Phrixus  the  fonne  of  Thebaii  Athajnas^ 
And  his  faire  fifler  Helles,  being  betraid 
By  their  curfl  flep-dame  /;/<?,  fled  from  Greece, 
Their  Innocence  pittied  by  Mercury, 
He  gaue  to  them  a  golden-fleeced  Ramme, 
Which  bore  them  fafe  to  the  Sygean  fea. 
Which  fwimming,  beauteous  Helles  there  was  drown'd, 
And  gaue  that  fea  the  name  of  Hellefpont, 
That  which  parts  Scjliis  and  Abidos  flill : 
Phrixus  arriues  at  Colchos,  and  to  Mars 
There  facrific'd  his  Ramme  in  memory 
Of  his  fafe  waftage,  fauoured  by  the  Gods. 
The  golden  Fleece  was  by  the  Oracle 
Commanded  to  be  fixt  there,  kept  and  guarded 
By  two  fierce  Buls,  that  breath  infernall  fires, 
And  by  a  wakefull  Dragon,  in  whofe  eyes 
Neuer  came  fleepe  :  for  in  the  fafe  conferuing 
Of  this  diuine  and  worthy  monument, 
Our  kingdomes  weale  and  fafety  mofl  confifts, 

Oetes.     And   he  that   flriues   by  purchafe   of  this 
fleece, 
To  weaken  vs,  or  fliake  our  Royalty, 
Mufl.  tafl  the  fury  of  thefe  fiery  fiends. 
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A  JJioote.     E?iter  a  Lord. 

The  nouell :  fpcakc. 

Lord.     Vpon  the  Colchian  Hiores 
A  flatcly  veffell,  man'd  it  feemes  from  Greece  | 

Is  newly  lancht,  full  fraught  with  Gentlemen 
Of  braue  afpecSls  and  prefence. 

Oetes.     Whofe  their  Generall  1 

Lord.     Lafon,  he  fliles  himfelfe  a  Prince  of  Greece 
And  Captaine  o're  the  noble  Argotiautes. 

Oetes.     Vflier  them   in,  that  we   may  know  their 
quefl 
And  what  aduenture  drew  them  to  thefe  fhoares. 

Sound,  Enter  Lafon,  LLercules,  Thejeus,  Cajlor, 
Pollux,  6^^. 

Lafon.     Haile  king  of  Colchos,  thou  beholdfl  in  vs 
The  noblefl  Heroes  that  inhabite  Greece 
Of  whom  I,  though  vnworthiefl,  flile  my  felfe 
The  Generall ;  the  intent  of  this  our  voyage 
Is  to  reduce  the  rich  and  golden  prife 
To  Greece,  from  whence  it  came,  know  I  am  come 
To  tug  and  wraflle  with  the  infernall  Buls, 
And  in  their  hot  fiers  double  guild  my  armes 
To  place  vpon  their  necks  the  feruile  yocke, 
And  bondage,  force  them  plow  the  field  of  Mars, 
Till  in  the  furrowes  I  haue  fowed  the  teeth 
Of  vipers,  from  w^hich  men  in  armour  grow 
To  enter  combat  with  the  fleepelelfe  Dragon, 
And  mauger  him  fetch  thence  the  p:olden  Fleece. 
All  this  Oetes,  I  am  prefl  to  atchieue 
Againfl  thefe  horrid  tasks  my  life  to  ingage 
Buls  fury,  Vipers  poyfon,  Dragons  rage. 

Medea.     Such  a  bold   fpirit,  and   noble   prefence 
linkt 
Neuer  before  were  feene  in  Phafis  Ifle, 
Colchos  be  proud,  a  Prince  demands  thy  Fleece, 
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Richer  then  that  he  comes  for ;  let  the  Greekes 
Our  P?iafia7i  wealth  and  Oetes  treafure  beare, 
So  they  in  liew  will  leaue  me  lafon  here. 

Oeks,     Princes,   you   aime    at    dangers    more    in 
proffe 
Then  in  report,  which  if  you  (hould  behold 
In  their  true  figure,  would  amaze  your  fpirits  : 
Yea,  terifye  the  Gods  ;  let  me  aduife  you, 
As  one  that  knowes  their  terrour,  to  defift 
Ere  you  enwrap  your  felfe  into  thefe  perils, 
Whence  there  is  no  euafion. 

Here.     Oetes ^  know 
Peril's  a  babe,  the  greater  dangers  threaten 
The  greater  is  his  honour  that  breaks  through. 
Haue  we  in  th'  Argoe  rowed  with  fixty  oares 
And  at  each  Oare  a  Prince  ;  pierc't  Samo-thrace, 
The  Cherfonefon  fea,  the  Hellefpont^ 
Euen  to  the  waues  that  breake  on  Colchos  fhoares  ? 
And  (hall  we  with  dishonour  turne  to  Greece  ? 
Know  Oetes^  not  the  leafl  of  fixty  Heroes 
That  now  are  in  thy  Confines,  but  thy  monfters 
Dare  quell  and  baffle. 

Tellamon.     Much  more  Hercules. 

Oetes.     Hercules. 

lafon.     Starts  Oetes  at  the  name  of  Hercules^ 
What  would  he  do  to  fee  him  in  his  eminence ; 
But  leauing  that,  this  mufl  be  lafons  quell, 
A  worke  not  worthy  him  ;  where  be  thefe  monflers  ? 

Medea.     May   all    inchantments    be    confinde    to 
hell. 
Rather  then  he  encounter  fiends  fo  fell. 

Oetes.     Princes,  fince  you  will  needs  attempt   thefe 
dangers 
You  fhall  \  and  if  atchieue  the  Golden  Fleece 
Tranlport   it   where   you    pleafe,    meane   time,    this 

day 
Repofe  your  felues,  wel'e  feafl  you  in  our  Pallace. 
To  morrow  morning  with  the  rifing  Sunne, 
Our  golden  prife  fliall  be  conferu'd  or  wonne.      Exit. 

p  2 
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Medea.     If  he   attempts   he   dies,    what's   that   to 
mee  ? 
Wliy  fliould  Medea  feare  a  flrangcrs  life? 
Or  what's  that  Jafoi  1  (liould  dread  Iiis  fall  ? 
If  he  o're-come,  my  fathers  glory  waines, 
And  all  our  fortunes  mufl  reward  his  })aines. 
Let  lafon  perifli  then,  and  Colclios  flourifh. 
Our  prifline  glories  let  vs  flill  enioy, 
And  thefe  our  braffe-hcad  buls  the  Prince  deftroy. 
Oh  !  what  diflra6tion's  this  within  me  bred, 
Although  he  die,  I  would  not  fee  him  dead  ? 
The  befl  I  fee,  the  worfL  I  follow  flill, 
Hee  nere  wrong'd  mee,  why  fliould  I  wifli  him  ill  % 
Shall  the  Buls  toffe  him  whom  Medea  loues, 
A  Tygreffe,  not  a  Princefle,  fhould  I  proue  ? 
To  fee  him  tortured  whom  I  deerely  loue  % 
Bee  then  a  traitrefle  to  thy  fathers  life, 
A  robber  of  the  clime  where  thou  wail  bred, 
And  tor  fome  flraggler  that  hath  loft  his  way, 
Thy  fathers  Kingdome  and  his  State  betray. 
Tufli,  thefe  are  nothing,  firft  his  faith  I'le  craue. 
That  couenant  made,  him  by  enchantments  faue. 

Efiter  lafon. 

lafon.     My  task   is   aboue   flrength,  Duke  Peleus 
fent  me 
Not  to  atchieue,  but  die  in  this  purfuite. 
And  to  preuent  the  Oracle  that  told  him 
I  mufl  fucceed ;  lafon  bethinke  thee  then 
Thou  com'fl  to  execution,  not  to  a6l 
Things  aboue  man  ;  I  haue  obferu'd  Medea 
Retort  upon  me  many  an  amorous  looke, 
Of  which  I'le  fluddy  to  make  profperous  vfe. 
If  by  her  art  the  Inchantments  I  can  bind 
Immur'd  with  death,  I  certaine  fafety  find. 

Medea.      Shall    I    o're-whelme    vpon   my   captiue 
head, 
The  curfe  of  all  our  Nation,  the  Crownes  ruin  % 
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Clamours  of  men,  and  woemens  loud  exclaimes. 

Burnings  of  children  ;  the  vniuerfall  curfe 

Of  a  great  people,  all  to  faue  one  man, 

A    flraggler    (God    knowes    whence   deriu'd,    where 

borne, 
Or  whether  Noble  X)  let  the  proud  Greeke  die, 
Wee  flill  in  Colchos  fit  inflated  hye. 
Oh  me  !  that  looke  vpon  Medea  cafl 
Drownes  all  thefe  feares,  and  hath  the  refl  furpafl. 

lafon.     Madam,  becaufe  I  loue  I  pitty  you, 
That  you  a  beauteous  Lady,  art-full  wife, 
Should  haue  your  beauty  and  your  wifedome  both 
Inuelopt  in  a  cloud  of  Barbarifme  : 
That  on  thefe  barren  Confines  you  fhould  liue, 
Confin'd  into  an  Angle  of  the  world. 
And  ne're  fee  that  which  is  the  world  indeed. 
Fertile  and  populous  Greece,  Greece  that  beares  men, 
Such  as  refemble  Gods,  of  which  in  vs 
You  fee  the  moft  deie6led,  and  the  meanefl. 
How  harflily  doth  your  wifedome  found  in  th'eares 
Of  thefe  Barbarians,  dull,  vnapprehenfible. 
And  fuch,  in  not  conceiuing  your  hid  Arts, 
Depriue  them  of  their  honour  ;  In  Greece  fprings 
The  fountaines  of  Diuine  Phylofophy, 
They  are  all  vnderflanders  ;  I  would  haue  you 
Bright  Lady  with  vs,  enter  to  that  world 
Of  which  this  Colchos  is  no  part  at  all. 
Shew  then  your  beauty  to  thefe  iudging  eies, 
Your  wifedome  to  thefe  vnderflanding  eares. 
In  which  they  fliall  receiue  their  merited  grace, 
And  leaue  this  barraine,  cold,  and  flirrill  place. 

Medea.  His  prefence  without  all  this  Oratory 
Did  much  with  vs,  but  where  they  both  conioyne 
To  entrap  Medea,  fhee  mufl  needs  bee  caught. 

lafofi.     I  long  to  fee  this  Colchian  Lady  clad 
In  Hymens  flateliefL  roabes,  whom  the  glad  Matrones, 
Bright  Ladies,  and  Imperiall  Queenes  of  Greece 
Shall  welcome  and  applaud,  and  with  rich  gifts 
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Prefent,  for  failing  of  their  fonnes  and  kinfmen 
From  thefe  infernall  monflers  :  As  for  lajo7i 
If  you  Medea  fliall  defpife  his  loue, 
He  craues  no  other  life  then  to  die  fo, 
Since  life  without  you  is  but  torturing  paine, 
And  death  to  men  diflrefl  is  double  game. 

Medea.      That  tongue  more  then  Medeacs  fpels  in- 

chants, 
And  not  a  word,  but  like  our  exorcifmes 
And  power  of  charmes  preuaiLes.      Oh   loue  !    thy 

Maiefly 
Is  greater  then  the  triple  Hecates, 
Bewitching  Circes,  or  thofe  hidden  skils, 
Afcrib'd  vnto  the  infernall  Proferpine. 
I  that  by  incantations  can  remoue 
Hils   from   their  fyts,   and  make    huge   mountaines 

fhake, 
Darken  the  Sunne  at  noone,  call  from  their  graues 
Ghofls  long  fmce  dead,  that  can  command  the  earth, 
And  affright  heauen,  no  fpell  at  all  can  find 
To  bondage  loue,  or  free  a  captiue  minde. 

lafon.     Loue  lafon  then,  and  by  thy  Diuine  aide, 
Giue  me  fuch  power,  that  I  may  tug  vnfcorcht 
Amidft  the  flames  with  thefe  thy  fiery  fiends, 
That  I  vnuenom'd  may  thefe  Vipers  teeth 
Cad    from     my    hand,   through     Morpheus    leaden 

charmes, 
Ouer  that  wakefull  fnake  that  guards  the  Fleece, 
For  which  liue  lafons  happy  Bride  in  Greece. 

Medea.  A  match,  what  heaibs  or  fpels,  what  Magicke 

can 
Command  in  heauen,  earth,  or  in  hell  below, 
What  cither  aire,  or  fea  can  minifler. 
To  guard  thy  perfon,  all  thefe  helps  I'le  gather 
To  girdle  thee  with  fafety, 

Jafon.     Be  thou  then 
For  euer  lafofis,  and  through  Greece  renown*d 
In  whom  our  Heroes  haue  fuch  fafety  found, 
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Our  bargainc  thus  I  feale.  He  kijfeth  her. 

Meaea,     Which  I'le  make  good 
With  Colchos  fall,  and  with  my  fathers  bloud. 

Enter  Abfyrtus. 

Abfyr.     Prince  lafon^  all  the  Heroes  at   the  ban" 
quet 
Inquire  for  you,  twice  h-ath  my  father  Oeies 
Made  fearch  for  you ;  Oh  fifler !  ^ 

Medea.     No  word  you  faw  vs  two  in  canference. 

Abfyr.  Do  you  take  me  to  be  a  woman,  to  tell  all 
I  fee,  and  blab  all  I  know,  I  that  am  in  hope  one 
day  to  lie  with  a  woman,  will  once  lie  for  a  woman, 
Sifter  I  faw  you  not. 

lafon.  Remember ;  come  Prince,  will  you  leade 
the  way  % 

Abfyr.    I  have  parted  you  that  neuer  parted  fray 
Come  fir  will  you  follow.  Exit.     Manet  Medea. 

Medea.     The  night  growes  on,  and  now  to  my  black 
Arts, 
Godieffe  of  witchcraft  and  darke  ceremony. 
To  vhom  the  elues  of  Hils,  of  Brookes,  of  Groues, 
Of  landing  lakes,  and  cauernes  vaulted  deepe 
Areminifters  ;  three-headed  Hecate 
Lenl  me  thy  Chariot  drawne  with  winged  fnakes, 
For  I  this  night  muft  progreffe  through  the  Aire. 
Wh£t  fimples  grow  in  Tempe  of  Theffaly, 
^i!ount  Ftndiis,  Otheris,  Offa,  Appidane, 
Olimpus^  Caucaf.  or  high  Teneriff^ 
-  muft  fele(5l  to  finifh  this  great  worke, 
Thence  muft  I  flye  vnto  Amphrifus  Foords, 
And  gather  plants  by  the  fwift  Sperchius  ftreames, 
Where  rufhy  Bebes^  and  Anthedon  flow. 
Where  hearbes  of  bitter  iuice  and  ftrong  fent  grow  ; 
Thefe  muft  I  with  the  haires  of  Mandrakes  vfe, 
Temper  with  Poppy  feeds  and  Hemlocke  iuice  : 
With  Aconitum  that  in  Tartar  fprings, 
With  Cypreffe^  Ewe^  and  Veruin^  and  thefe  mix 
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With  incantations,  Spcls,  and  Exorcifmes 
Of  wondcrous  power  and  vcrtuc ;  oh  thou  night, 
Mother  of  darkc  Arts  liide  mec  in  thy  v;iilc, 
Whilfl   I   tliofc   banks  fcarcli,   and  thcfe  mountaincs 
skale. 

Soiviid.     Enter  King  Odes,  Abfyrtus,  a? id  Lords. 

Oetes.     Vpon  the  fafeguard  of  this  golden  Fleece 
Colchos  depends,  and  he  that  beares  it  hence 
I'eares  witli  it  all  our  fortunes  ;  the  Argonautes 
Haue  it  in  quefL,  xi  lafon  fcape  our  monflers 
I'le  rather  at  fome  banquet  poyfon  him, 
And  quafte  to  him  his  death,  or  in  the  night 
Set  lire  vpon  his  Argoe,  and  in  flames 
Confume  the  happy  hope  of  his  returne, 
This  purpofe  we,  as  we  are  Colchos  King, 
Abfyrtiis,  whcre's  your  fifter  ? 

Abfyrhis.     In  her  chamber. 

Oetes.      When  you  next   fee  her  giue  to  her  this 
noate, 
The  manner  of  our  pra6life,  her  fell  hand 
Cannot  be  mifl  in  this,  but  it  fliall  fall 
Heauy  on  thefe  that  Colchos  feekes  to  thrall. 
The  howre  drawes  nigh,  the  people  throng  on  heipes, 
To  this  aduenture  in  the  field  of  Mars, 
And  noble  lafon  arm'd  with  his  good  fhield, 
Is  vp  already  and  demands  the  field. 

Enter  lafon,  Hercules,  a?idthe  Argonauts. 

lafon.     Oetes,  I  come  thus  arm'd,  demanding  com 
bat 
Of  all  thofe  monflers  that  defend  thy  Fleece  : 
And  to  thefe  dangers  fingly,  I  oppofe 
My  perfon  as  thou  feefl,  when  fetft  thou  ope 
The  gates  of  hell  to  let  thy  deuils  out  % 
Glad  would  I  wraftle  with  thy  fiery  Buls, 
xAnd  from  their  throats  the  flaming  dewlops  teare. 
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Vnchaine  them,  and  to  lafon  turne  them  loofe, 
That  as  Alcidcs  did  to  Achelojis, 
So  from  their  hard  fronts  I  may  teare  their  homes, 
And  lay  the  yoake  vpon  their  vntam'd  necks. 

Oefcs.     Yet    vahant    Grccke    defifl,    I,    though   a 
flranger 
Pitty  thy  youth,  or  if  thou  wilt  perfiR 
So  dread  full  is  the  aduenture  thou  perfuefl, 
That  thou  wilt  thinke  I  fliall  vnbowell  hell, 
Vnmanacle  the  fiends,  and  make  a  paffage 
Free  for  the  Infernals. 

lafon.     I  fliall  vvelcome  all, 
Medea  now  if  there  be  power  in  loue, 
Or  force  in  Magicke  ;  if  thou  hafl  or  will 
Or  Art,  try  all  the  poAver  of  Chara6lers, 
Vertue  of  Symples,  Stones,  or  hidden  fpels, 
If  earth  Elues,  or  nimble  airy  Spirits, 
Charmes,  Incantations,  or  darke  Exorcifmes, 
If  any  flrength  remaine  in  Pyromancy, 
Or  the  hid  fecrets  of  the  aire  or  fire, 
If  the  Moones  fpheare  can  any  helpe  infufe. 
Or  any  influent  Starre,  colleci  them  all 
That  I  by  thy  aide  may  thefe  monflers  thrall. 

Oetes.     Difcouer  them. 

Tiv$  fiery  Bids  are  difcouer ed.,  the  Fleece  hanging  oner 
the7n,  and  the  Dragon  fieepingbe7ieath  them  :  Medea 
withfirange  ficry-iocrkes,  hangs  aboue  in  the  Aire 
in  theflrange  habite  of  a  Coiiiurejfe, 

Medea.     The  hidden  power  of  £arth.  Aire,  Water, 
Fire, 

Shall  from  this  place  to  lafons  helpe  confpire. 
Fire  withfland  fire,  and  magicke  temper  flame. 
By  my  flrong  fpels  the  fauadge  monller's  tame  : 
So,  that's  perform' d,  now  take  the  Vipers  teeth 
And  fow  them  in  the  furrowed  field  of  Mars. 
Of  which  flrange  feed,  men  ready  arm'd  mufl  grow 
To  affault  lafon.     Already  from  beneath 
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Their  deadly  pointed  weapons  gin  to  appcare, 
And  now  their  heads,  thus  moulded  in  the  earth, 
Streight   way   Hiali   teeme ;    and   hauing   freed  their 

fate 
(The  flalkes  by  which  they  grow)  all  violently 
Purfue  the  valiant  Grccke,  but  by  my  forcery 
I'le  turne  their  armed  points  againfl  themfelues 
And  all  thefe  flaues  that  would  on  lafon  flie     Jhoutes. 
Shall  wound  themfelues  and  by  fedition  die. 
Yet  thriues  the  Grceke,  now  kill  the  fleeping  fnake 
Which  I  haue  charm'd,  and  thence  the  Trophy  take, 
Thefe  fhouts  witneffe  his  conquefl,  He  difcend, 
Heare  lafons  feares  and  all  my  charmes  take  end. 

Hercules.     Oetes,    now   is    this    rich   and    pretious 
Fleece, 
By  lafons  fvvord  repurchafl,  and  mufl  turne 
Vnto  the  place  whence  Phrixus  brought  his  Ramme. 

Cktes.     That  pradlife  by  your  mines  He  preuent, 
And  fooner  then  with  that  returne  to  Greece, 
Your  flaughtered  bodies  leaue  with  this  rich  fleece. 

lafon.      Since    our    aduenture    is    atchieu'd    and 
done, 
The  prize  is  ours,  we  ceize  what  we  haue  wone. 

Oetes.     Enioy  it  Tafo7i,  I  admire  thy  worth, 
Which  as  it  hath  exceeded  admiration, 
So  mufl  we  needs  applaud  it.     Noble  gentlemen, 
Depart  not  Colchos,  ere  you  worths  and  valour 
We  with  fome  rich  and  worthy  gifts  prefent. 
The  conquefl  of  our  Buls,  and  Dragons  death, 
(Though  we  efleem'd  them)  yet  they  fad  vs  not, 
Since  we  behold  the  fafety  of  this  prince. 
Enter  our  palace,  and  your  praife  fownd  hye, 
Where  you  fhall  feafl,  (or  all  by  treafon  dye.) 

Exetmf. 

Abfyr.  I  haue  not  feene  my  fifler  to  day,  I  mufe 
fhe  hath  not  beene  at  this  folemnity,  me  thinkes  fhe 
fhould  not  haue  lofl  this  triumph ;  I  haue  a  note  to 
deliuer  her  from  my  father.     Here  fhe  comes.^ 
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E7iter  Medea. 

Sifter,  penife  this  briefe,  you  know  the  chara6ler, 
It  is  my  fathers.     This  is  all.  Exit.     She  reads. 

Medea.  lafon  with  his  Argonauts  this  night  miifl 
perifh,  the  fleece  not  be  tranfported  to  Greece — Medea 
your  afliflance. 

This  is  my  fathers  plot  to  ouerthrow 
Prince  lafon,  and  the  noble  Argonauts^ 
Which  Il'e  preuent :  I  know  the  King  is  fudden, 
And  if  preuention  be  delay'd,  they  dye  : 
I  that  haue  ventured  thus  farre  for  a  loue, 
Euen  to  thefe  arts  that  Nature  would  haue  hid 
As  dangerous  and  forbidden,  (hall  I  now 
Vndoe  what  I  haue  done,  through  womanifli  feare, 
Paternall  duty,  or  for  filiall  loue  ? 
No  lafon,  thou  art  mine,  and  my  defire, 
Shall  wade  with  thee  through  bloud,   through  feas, 
through  fire. 

Enter  lafon. 

lafon.     Madam. 

Medea.     My  Lord,  I  know  what  you  would  fay, 
Thinke  now  vpon  your  life,  the  King  my  father 
Intends  your  ruine,  to  redeeme  the  fleece. 
And  it  repurchafe  with  your  tragicke  deaths  : 
Therefore  affemble  all  your  Argonauts, 
And  let  them  (in  the  filence  of  the  night) 
Lanch  from  the  Colchian  harbour ;  Il'e  affociate  you 
As  lafons  bride. 

Iafo7i.     You  are  my  patroneffe, 
And  vnder  you  I  triumph  :  when  the  leafl 
Of  all  thefe  graces  I  forget,  the  Gods 
Reuenge  on  me  my  hated  periury. 
Mull  we  then  lanch  this  night  1  you  are  my  direc- 

trefl'e. 
And  by  your  art  Il'e  manage  all  my  adlions. 
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Medea.     Then   flyc,    Jl'c   fciid   to   fee   your  Argoe 
IriniM, 
Rig'd  and  made  tiglit :  night  comes,  the  time  growes 

on  : 
Hye  then  aljoord. 

lafon.     I  dial  I.  Exit. 

Medea.     Now  populous  Greece, 
Thanke  vs  (not  Iafo?i)  for  this  conquer'd  fleece. 

Enter  Oetes. 

Octes.     Medea,  we  are  rob'd,  defpoil'd,  diflionored, 
Our  Fleece  rap't  hence,  we  rnufl,  not  fuffer  it, 
Since  all  our  ominous  fortunes  it  includes, 
I  am  refolu'd  Iafo?i  this  night  fliall  dye. 

Medea.     Should  he  furuiue,  you  might  be  held  vn- 
worthy 
The  name  of  King ;  my  hand  fliall  be  as  deepe 
As  yours  in  his  deflruction, 

Oetes.     A  flrong  guard 
I  will  fele6l,  and  m  the  dead  of  night. 
When  they  are  funke  in  Lethe,  fet  vpon  them, 
And  kill  them  in  their  beds. 

Medea.     Il'e  fecond  you, 
And  laue  my  fl.ain'd  hands  in  their  reeking  blouds 
That  praitife  your  diflionour. 

Oetes.     Iafo7i  then  dyes, 
When  he  mofl  hopes  for  this  rich  Colchian  prize. 

Exit. 

Medea.     But  ere  the  leafl  of  all  thefe  ils  betide, 
This  Colchian  ftrond  fhall  with  thy  bloud  be  dy'd. 
For  lafon  and  his  Argonauts  I  fland, 
And  will  protedl  them  with  my  art  and  hand. 

Efiter  lafon  with  the  Fleece,  and  all  the  Greekes 
muffled. 

lafon.     Madam  Medea. 
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Medea.     Leaue  circumflance,  away, 
Hoyfe  vp  your  fayles,  death  and  deflru(nion 
Attends  you  on  the  fhoare. 

Iafo7i.     You'l  follow  Madam.  Exit. 

Medea.     InRantly  : 
Blow  gentle  gales,  afl'ifl  them  winds  and  tide, 
That  I  may  Greece  fee,  &  liue  lafons  bride. 

Enter  Abfyrtiis. 

Ahfyr.     How  now  fifter,  fo  folitary  % 

Medea.     Oh  happy  met,  though  it  be  late  Abfyrtiis., 
You  muil  along  with  me. 

Abfyr.     Whither  pray  % 

Medea.     I'le  tell  you  as  we  walke. 
This  lad  betweene  me  and  all  harme  (hall  fland ; 
And  if  the  King  purfue  vs  with  his  Fleet, 
His  mangled  limbes  Ihall  (fcattered  in  the  way) 
Worke  our  efcape,  and  the  Kings  fpeed  delay. 
Come  brother. 

Abfyr.     Any  where  with  you  fifter.  exeunt. 

Enter  HojMER. 

Horn.     Let  none  to  whom  true  Art  is  ?wt  deny'd^ 
Our  monjlrous  Buls^  and  magicke  Snakes  deride. 
Some  thinke  this  rich  Fleece  was  a  golden  Booke, 
The  leaues  of  parchment.,  or  the  skins  of  Rammes, 
Which  did  include  the  Art  of  making  gold 
By  Chimicke  skill,  ajzd  therfore  rightly  flild, 
The  Golden  Fleece,  which  to  attaine  and  coi?ipaffe^ 
Includes  as  7nany  trauels,  myfleries., 
Changes  and  Chymicke  bodies.,  fires  and  fnonsters^ 
As  euer  lafon  could  in  Colchos  meet. 
The  f ages,  and  the  wife,  to  keepe  their  Art 
From  being  vulgar :  yet  to  hauethem  tafled 
With  appetite  and  longing,  giue  thofe  gloffes, 
Andfiourifhes  to  Jhadoiv  what  they  write, 
Which  might  (at  once)  breed  wonder  ajid  delight. 
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So  did  th!  Al^ptians  in  the  Arts  bejl  iryd^ 
In  Hierogliphickes  all  their  Science  hide. 
But  to  proceed^  the  Argonauts  are  fled ^ 
Whom  the  inrag'd  Oetes  doth  purfue, 
And  being  in  fight ^  Medea  takes  the  head 
Of  yon^  K\y{yx\.Vi^^  whom  {vnkifide)  flic  flue ^ 
And  all  his  other  limbcs  flraives  in  the  way 
Of  the  old  father^  his  pur  Jute  to  flay. 

The  Shew. 

/;/  memory  of  this  inhumane  deed, 

Thefe  Iflands  where  his  flaughtered  limbes  lyefpred, 

Were  card  Abfyrtides  :  But  we  proceed 

With  King  Laomedon,  ^gainfl  whom  are  led 
The  Argonauts,  Troy  by  Alcides  rac'd, 
Askes  the  next  place,  and  mufl  in  ranke  be  placed. 

Enter  Laomedon,  Priam,  Anchifes,  ^fiea, 
Heflone.  d^c. 

Lao.     The  Argonauts  return 'd  ? 

Anchi.     They  are  my  Lord. 

Lao.     And  landed  ? 

Anchi.     Landed. 

Lao.     Where  ? 

Anchi.     At  Te7iedos. 

Lao.     Could  not  thofe   Colchian  monflers  in  their 
bowels 
Bury  the  Greekes,  but  muft  they  all  furuiue 
To  threat  vs  with  inuafion.     Speake  Aiichifes, 
March  they  towards  Troy  ? 

Anchif.     In  condu<fl  of  the  mighty  Hercules, 
Wafling  with  fword  and  fire  where  ere  they  march  : 
Scamander  fields  they  haue  flrew'd  with  carkaffes, 
And  Simois  flreames  already  purpled  are 
With  bloud  of  Troians. 

Priam.     Let  vs  giue  them  battell, 

Lao.     In  vaine,  our  forces  are  difperfl  abroad, 
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Nor  haue  we  order  to  withfland  their  fury  : 
Bed  were  we  to  immure  our  felues  in  Troy^ 
And  truft  vnto  the  vertue  of  our  walles.  Shouts, 

^neas.     Do  not  delay  your  fafety,  you  may  heare 
Their  cryes,  and  lofty  clamors,  threatning  Troy : 
They  dogge  vs  to  our  gates,  and  without  fpeed 
And  expedition,  they  will  enter  with  vs. 
Come  then,  our  threatned  liues  we  will  immure, 
And  thinke  vs  in  our  flrong  built  walles  fecure. 

Exeimt. 

After  an  alar  me,  enter  Hercules^  lafon,  Thefeus^ 
Telamo7i^  and  all  the  other  Argonauts. 

Here.     Purfue  the  chace  euen  to  the  gates  of  Troy^ 
Then  call  th'  ingrate  Lao?nedon  to  parlee. 

lafon.     The  periur'd    King   fhall   pay   vs   for   the 
wrong 
Done  to  Alcides  in  his  promis'd  fleeds. 

Telam.     Better  he  had  the  monfter  had  deuour'd 
His  beauteous  daughter,  then  t'  abide  our  furies. 

Nejior.     He  did  exclude  our  vertue  from  the  Citty, 
And  now  therefore  he  fhall  admit  our  fury. 

Cajlor.     Thefe  wals  firfl  rear'd  at  the  great  Gods 
expence, 
Wee'l  ruine  to  the  earth  :  let's  fummon  him. 

Here.     We  will  call  him  to  parlee.  A  parlee. 

Enter  vpon  the  wals,  Laomedon,  Anehifes,  ^neas, 
Priam,  ^c. 
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Here.     Laomedon,  we  do  not  fummon  thee 
To  parlee,  but  to  warne  thee  guard  thy  walles, 
Which  (without  paufe)  we  now  intend  to  fcale. 

Laoni.     Wilt  heare  me  Hercules  1 

Here.     I  liflen'd  thy  periurious  tongue  too  late. 
Scale,  batter,  mount,  affault,  facke,  and  deface. 
And   leaue   (of    Troy)   nought   faue   the   name   and 
place. 
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Alarinc.  Tdamon  fir jl  mounts  the  walla;,  the  rejl  after,  \ 
Priam  jlyes,  Laomcdoti  is  Jlainc  by  Jlcrculcs,  Ilcfwnc  | 
taken.     Enter  with  viHory.  \ 

Here.     Thus  is  the  tyrant,  that  but  late  aw'd  Troy^ 
Buried  amidfl  his  ruincs  ;  he  cliaflis'd, 
And  we  rcueng'd  :  the  fpoyle  of  this  rich  Towne 
Rated  as  high  as  lafons  Colchian  prize, 
You  fliall  diuide  :  but  firfl,  thefe  lofty  walles,  :, 

Builded  by  periury,  and  maintain'd  by  pride,  ' 

Wee'l  ruine  to  the  earth  :  Who  faw  yong  Priam  ?  . 

lafon.     Hee's  fled,  and  tooke  the  way  to  Samo- 
thraee, 
With  him  Anchifes^  that  on  Venus  got 
The  yong  JEneas,  they  are  fled  together, 
And  left  the  fpoyle  of  all  the  towne  to  vs. 

Here.     Which  fliall  enrich  Thebes,  and  the  townes 
of  Greece, 
And  Telamon,  to  do  thy  valour  right. 
For  mounting  firft  ouer  the  walles  of  Troy, 
The  firfl  and  choyce  of  all  the  fpoyle  be  thine. 

Telam.     Then  let  Alcides  honour  Telamon 
With  this  bright  Lady,  faire  Hefione, 
Sifl.er  to  Priam,  daughter  to  Laomedon, 
Whofe  beauty  I  preferre  before  the  ilate 
And  wealth  of  T'oy. 

Here.     Receiue  her  Telatnon, 
Shee  is  thine  owne  by  gift  of  Hercules. 

Telam.     A  prefent  more  delighting  Telamofi, 
Then  were  I  made  Lord  of  high  Iiliums  Towers, 
And  heire  vnto  the  dead  Laornedon. 

Hefio.     I  am  a  Princeffe,  fhall  my  fathers  ils 
Fall  on  my  head  ?     If  he  offended  Hercules, 
He  hath  made  fatisfadlion  with  his  life. 
Oh  be  not  fo  feuere,  to  flretch  his  punifliment 
Euen  after  life  ;  hall  thou  from  death  redeem'd  me, 
To  giue  me  captiue,  and  to  flaue  my  youth  ? 
Things  worfe  then  death  :  rather  let  Hercules 
ICxpofe  me  to  the  rocke,  where  firfl  he  found  me, 
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To  abide  the  wrath  both  of  the  Sea  and  Sunne. 
Oh  !  rather  make  my  body  food  for  monflers, 
Then  brand  my  birth  with  bondage. 

Telam.     Faire  Hefwne^ 
I  will  not  loofe  thy  beauty,  nor  thy  youth, 
Nor  part  with  this  my  honour,  couldft  thou  giue  me 
For  ranfome  of  them,  both  our  Argoes  cram'd 
With  gold  and  gemmes  ;  you  are  my  valours  prize. 
And  fhall  with  me  to  populous  Salamine. 

Hejione,     Can  you  fo  wrong  the  daughter  of  a  king, 
To  giue  her  as  a  Dukes  bafe  Concubine  % 
Touch  me  not  Telamon^  for  I  deuine. 
If  ere  my  brother  F?'ia?n  re-build  Troy, 
And  be  the  king  of  Afia,  hee'l  reuenge 
This  baie  difhonour  done  Hefione ; 
And  for  his  fifter,  rauifli't  hence  perforce. 
Do  the  like  out-rage  on  fome  Grecian  Queene, 
In  iufl  reuenge  of  my  iniurious  wrong. 

Here.     Should  all  the  kings  in  Afia,  or  the  world, 
Take  part  with  Priam  in  that  proud  defigne, 
Like  fate,  like  fortune  with  Laomedon 
They  fhall  abide  :  renowned  Telamon, 
She  is  the  warlike  purchafe  of  thy  fword, 
Enioy  her  as  the  gift  oi  Hercules. 
And  now  braue  Grecian  Herds.,  lets  towards  Greece 
With  al  thefe  honored  fpoiles  from  Colchos  brought 
And  from  the  treafures  of  defaced  Troy. 
Faire  Deiajieira  longs  for  vs  in  Thebes, 
Whom  we  will  vifit  next,  and  thence  proceed 
Vnto  our  future  labours.     Cacus  lines 
A  bloudy  tyrant,  whom  we  mufl  remoue : 
And  the  three-headed  Gerion  fwayes  in  Spaine, 
Notorious  for  his  rapes  and  out-rages ; 
Both  thefe  mufl  perifh  by  Alcides  hand, 
And  when  we  can  the  earth  from  tyrants  cleare, 
In  the  worlds  vtmoft  bounds  our  pillers  reare.     Exit. 

Homer. 
Loath  are  we  {curteotts  auditors)  to  cloy 
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Your  appetites  with  via7ids  of  one  tajl, 
The  beauteous  Venus  we  inujl  next  imployj 
Whom  wefaiu  inounmig for  Adonis  lafl. 
Suppofe  herflillfor  the  yong  KAoxifad^ 
But  cheer' d  by  Mars,  their  old  loues  they  remte, 
AndJJie^  that  {^vhiffl  he  liu'd)  prefer d  the  Lad, 
Ifath  quite  forgot  hifti^  fmce  the  Boare  him  flue. 
Mars  is  in  graee,  a  meeting  they  deuife, 
Jealous  of  all,  but  fearing  77iofl  the  Sunne, 
Hee  that  fees  all  things  from  his  firfl  vp-rife, 
And  like  a  blab,  tels  all  that  hee  hioives  done. 
Our  mortals  mufl  a  while  their  fpleenes  affwage, 
And  to  the  Gods ,  for  this  A6l^  leaue  the  Stage. 

Enter  Mars  aiid  Venus. 

Mars,     I  knew  loues  Queene  could  not  be  long 
vnkind, 
Though  (whil'fl  I  abfent,  to  teach  Armes  in  Thrace) 
You  tooke  th'  aduantage  to  forget  your  Mars, 
To  doate  on  Ado?i,  and  Anchifes  too  ; 
Yet  (thofe  worne  out)  let  vs  renue  our  loues, 
And  pra6life  our  firfl  amorous  dalliance. 

Venus,     How  can  I  hate,  that  am  the  Queene  of 
loue  % 
Or  praclife  ought  againfl  my  natiue  power  1 
As  I  one  day,  playd  with  my  Cupids  fhafts, 
The  wanton  with  his  arrow  raz'd  my  skin. 
Trufl  me,  at  firfl  I  did  negledl  the  fmart : 
At  length  it  rankled,  and  it  grew  vnfound, 
Till  he  that  now  hes  wounded,  cur'd  my  wound. 
Mars.     Come  Ihall  we  now,  whilft  Vulcan  plyes  his 
forge, 
Sweats  at  his  Anuill,  choakes  himfelfe  with  dufl, 
And  labours  at  his  bellowes,  kiffe  and  toy? 

Venus.     Why  met  we  elfe  %     Here  is  a  place  re- 
mote. 
An  obfcure  caue,  fit  for  our  amorous  fport : 
In  this  darke  cauerne  wee'l  fecurely  reft, 
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And  Mars  fliall  adcle  vnto  my  Vulcafis  crefl. 
But  how  if  we  be  fpy'd  % 

Mars.     Whom  need  we  feare  ? 
Vnleffe  the  Sunne,  who  now  the  lower  world 
Lights  with  his  beames  ;  I  meane  the  Antipodes^ 
The  tell  tale  blab  is  bufie  now  elfe-where : 
And  I  will  fet  to  watch  at  the  caues  doore, 
My  trufly  groome,  who  (ere  the  Sunne  (hall  rife 
With  his  bright  beames  to  light  our  Hemifpheare) 
Shall  waken  vs. 

Venus.     For  all  the  world  I  would  not  haue  the 
Sunne 
Difcouer  our  fweet  fport,  or  fee  whats  done. 

Mars.     Be  that  my  charge.     Wher's  Gallus  % 

Enter  Gallus. 

Gal.  At  hand  fir  :  I  am  not  that  Gallows  that  is 
made  of  three  trees,  or  one  that  is  neuer  without 
hangers  on  :  nor  that  Gallus  that  is  latine  for  a 
French-man ;  but  your  owne  Gallus  gallinacius,  fer- 
uant  and  true  fquire  to  God  Mars. 

Mars.     Syrrah  you  know  this  Lady. 

Gallus.  Yes,  Miflreffe  Vulcan.,  fliee  is  as  well 
knowne  in  Paphos  here  for  her  Meretrix,  as  any  Lady 
in  the  land,  fhee  was  the  firfl  that  deuis'd  ftew'd  meate, 
and  proclaim'd  pickle -oyfLers  to  bee  good  for  the 
backe ;  fhee  is  the  firfl  that  taught  wenches  the  trade 
of  Venery,  and  fuch  as  were  borne  to  nothing  but 
beauty,  fhe  taught  them  how  to  vfe  their  Talent  :  Yes, 
I  know  her  I  warrant  you. 

Mars.       Syrrah    attend,    this   night   yon    Queene 
and  I 
Mufl  haue  fome  priuate  conference,  in  yon  caue, 
Where  whilfl  we  flay,  'tmufl  be  thy  care  to  watch 
That  no  fufpicious  eye  pry  through  thefe  chinks, 
Efpecially  I  warne  thee  of  the  Su?ines. 

Gallus.     I  fmell  knauery,  if  my  Lady  Venus  play 
the  whoore 
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What  am  I  that  keepe  the  dore  ? 

Mars.     See  thou  do  call  vs,  e're  the  Su7ine  v])rile, 
But  fleepe  not,  for  by  all  my  Armes  I  fvveare, 
If  by  thy  careleffe  floth,  or  negligence 
We  be  defcride,  thy  body  Fie  tranflate, 
To  fome  Rrange  MonRcr. 

Galliis,  I'me  hard  fauor'd  rtiough  already,  you 
need  not  make  my  face  worfe  then  it  is. 

Mars.      Com    enter   then   faire   Queene,    we    are 
fecure, 
Now  fafely  maifl  thou  clafpe  the  God  of  warre, 
Spight  of  Sunne,  Moone.,  or  any  iealous  ftarre. 

Venus.     Loue    anfwers     loue,    defire    with    ardor 
meetes, 
Both  which  this  night  fhall  tafl.  a  thoufand  fweetes. 

Exeunt. 

Galhis.  I  fee  you  can  make  fhift  to  go  too't  with- 
out fheetes  :  How  fhall  I  paffe  this  night  away  till 
morning,  I  am  as  drowfy  as  a  dormoufe.  the  very 
thought  that  I  mufl  wake,  charmes  mee  a  fleepe 
already,  I  would  I  durfl  venture  on  a  nap  ;  Hey  ho, 
fure  I  may  wake  againe  afore  they  rife,  and  neuer  the 
wifer,  I  will  ftand  to't,  there  is  not  a  more  fleepy 
trade  in  the  world  then  a  watchman,  nor  one  that  is 
more  acquainted  with  deeds  of  darkeneffe,  tell  mee  of 
the  Sunne  !  the  Sunne  will  not  rife  this  two  houres  ; 
well,  let  them  watch  that  will,  or  can,  I  mufl  haue  a 
nod  or  two,  God  night  to  you  all,  for  here  am  I  faft 
till  morning. 

EnUr  Aurora,  attended  with  Seafons,  Dates,  and 
Howers. 

Aurora.     The  day-flarre  fhines  ajid  cals  me  blufh- 
ing  vp. 
From  Tithons  bed  to  harneffe  Fhccbus  Steeds. 
My  rofeate  fingers  haue  already  ftroakt 
The  element  where  light  beginnes  to  appeare, 
And  ftraight  Apollo  with  his  gliftering  beames, 
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Will  guild  the  Eail,  the  Seafons,  Months,  and  IJaies 
Attend  him  in  the  pallace  of  the  Sunne. 
The  Howers  haue  brought  his  Chariot  to  the  gate 
Of    Chriflall,    where    the    Sunne-God    mounts    his 

throne, 
His  fiery  Steeds  haue  all  their  traces  fet, 
The  vnruly  ftalions  fed  with  Ambrofy 
(With  their  round  hoofes  (hod  with  the  purefl  gold) 
Thunder  againfl  the  Marble  floores  of  Heauen, 
And  waite  till  Phoebus  hath  but  don'd  his  beames, 
Which  I  the  blulhing  Morning  flill  put  on. 
And  now's  the  howre  (for  thus  time  fleeteth  flill) 
That  the  Sunnes  vp  to  clime  the  Eaflerne  hill. 

Enter  Phoebus  to  them,  kiffes  Aurora,  and  they  all 

exeunt. 

Phoibus.     Beauteous  Aurora,  for  full  twice  twelue 
howers 
Till  in  my  fpheare  I  haue  compafl  round  the  world 
Farewell,  I  with  my  beames  will  dry  thefe  teares 
Thou  fliedfl  at  parting ;  we  haue  chac't  hence  night. 
And  frighted  all  the  twinkling  ftarres  from  heauen. 
And  now  the  fleepe  Olimpus  we  mufL  clime, 
Till  from  the  high  Meridian  we  perufe 
The  fpacious  bounds  of  this  large  vniuerfe. 
And  thence  decline  our  Chariot  towards  the  Wefl, 
Till  we  haue  wafht  our  Coach-fleeds  and  our  felfe 
In  I/iers  icy  flreames  :  Wee  with  this  eye 
Can  all  things  fee  that  mortals  do  on  earth, 
And  what  wee  find  inhumane,  or  to  offend,     * 
Wee  tell  to  loue,  that  he  may  punifli  finnes. 
For  this  I  am  term'd  a  tel-tale  and  a  blab, 
And  that  I  nothing  can  conceale  abroad. 
But  let  fpight  fpit  the  word  and  wrong  me  flill. 
Day  hateth  finnes,  and  ligh  defpifeth  ill. 

Heefpies  Mars  &=  Venus. 
And  now  behold  a  mofl  abhorred  deed. 
Mars  beds  with  Venus,  fliall  not  Vulcan  know  it  ? 
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l]y  my  li_i:;ht  hcc  fliall  ;  I  banc  fcenc,  and  T  will  tell, 
The  Suniie  hates  finne  but  crownes  them  that  do  well. 

Exit. 


■    Enter  Mars. 

Mars.      Vauis  awake,  wee  haue  ore-flept  our  felues, 
The  Sunne's  aboue  in  his  diurnall  taske, 
1  faw  his  piercing  beames  pry  through  a  cranny, 
And  cafl  his  right  eye  full  vpon  our  bed. 

E?iter  Venus. 

Vem/s.     We  are    betraide,  the    blab  will   tell   the 
Smith, 
Our  loue  will  come  to  th'  eare  of  lupiter 
And  all  the  other  Gods,  what  will  Diajia 
Say  when  fhee  heares  of  our  inchaflity  ? 
Or  how  will  Iiino  take  this  fpoufe-breach  from  vs  ? 

Mars.       Nay   rather,    how    will    Vtclcan    taft    our 
fport  ? 
He  might  fufpe6l,  but  neuer  proue  till  now, 
Where  is  the  villaine  Gallus  fet  to  watch  % 

Vejius.      See  where  he  fnorts,  the  flaue   is   dead 
afleep. 

Mars.     Awake  thou  drowfy  Groome,  thy  chaflife- 
ment 
Shall  exceed  torture. 

Gallus.     Hey  ho,  what's  the  matter  there,  ha  ? 

Mars.     Looke,  haft  thou  eies  ?  is  not  the  Sun  two 
howres 
Mounted  aloft  %  hath  he  not  feene  thee  fleeping 
At  the  Caues  dore.  Yea  beheld  vs  too  ? 

Gallus.     More  fhame  for  him  to  looke  in  at  any 
bodies  window. 

Mars.     Speake,  how  canfl  thou  excufe  this  % 

Gallus.     Oh  great  God  Mars. 
■    Mars.     Behold,  this  is  thy  doome,  thy  negligence 
Thiis  I'le  chaflice,  thou  flialt  thy  humane  fhape 


The  Brazen  Age,  231 

Henceforth  forgo,  1  will  tranflate  thy  body 
Into  a  bird  fliall  euer  beare  thy  name, 
Bee  Gallus  flill,  a  Cocke,  and  be  thy  nature 
Euer  hereafter  this  ;  to  watch  the  Sunne, 
And  by  thy  crowes  and  clamours  warne  the  world 
Two  howres  before  he  rife,  that  the  Sunne  comes 
Clap  with  thy  wings,  and  with  thy  fhrieking  loud, 
Proclaime  his  comming  when  thou  thrice  hafl  crowed. 
Gallus  fmkes,  and  in  his  place  rifeth  a  Cocke  and 
crowes. 

Venus.     The  flaues  right  feru'd,  let  this  his  punifh- 
ment 
Liue  to  all  ages,  and  let  Gallus  name 
Thy  iud  reuenge  to  all  the  world  proclaime. 
But  whither  fliall  we  now  ? 

Mars.     I  will  to  Thrace^  go  you  to  Lein?ios. 

Venus.     Will  you  leaue  me  then 
To  Vulcans  rage,  no  let  vs  once  more  meete 
In  Faphos,  and  if  Vulcan  needs  will  chide 
Giue  him  fome  caufe. 

Mars.     Content  faire  Queene  of  loue. 
For  more,  he  cannot  be  much  more  difpleas'd, 
Let's  fcore  on  flill,  and  make  our  reckoning  full. 
As  yet,  alas  faire  Queene,  the  debts  but  fmall. 
Make  vp  the  fumme,  and  anfwere  once  for  all. 

Venus.     Content  fweete  Mars,  and  fmce  that  he 
was  borne 
To  be  a  Cuckold,  let's  augment  his  home.        Exeunt. 

Enter   Vulcan  with  two  Ciclops^  Pyragmo?t,  a?id 
Berontes. 

Vulcan.     Make  hall  with  that    fliield,  fee't    ham- 
mer'd  well. 
For  when  'tis  done  I'le  giue't  my  father  loue, 
'Tis  of  the  purefl  mettall  Lemnos  yeelds. 

Pyrag.     I  fliall  fir,  niuft  the  plate   of  two  cubes 
high. 
Be  put  into  the  Forge  % 
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Vulcan.     Pyra^))wn  yes,  that  maffc  mufl  be  wrought 

well 
And  foundly  tempcr'd,  bid  your  fellow  Cyclops 
Worke  luflily,  it  nuifl  be  foone  difpatcht. 
Pyrag.     When  faw  you  my  Lady  Vefius  ? 
Vulcan.     No  matter  when,  the  Hufwiffe's  too  fine 

finger'd, 
And  faith,  the  very  fmoake  my  Fordg«  doth  cafl 
Choakes  her,  the  very  aire  of  Lemnos  (man) 
Blafls   her   white   cheekes,    fhe   fcarce   will    let    me 

kiffe  her. 
But  fhee  makes  vergiffe  faces,  faith  my  vifadge 
Smug'd  thus  with  cole-dufl,  doth  infecfl  her  beauty. 
And   makes    her   weare    a    beard,    (hee's,    fure,    in 

Fap/ios, 
Cypreffcj  or  Candy,  fhee's  all  for  play, 
Whilfl.  we  loues  thunders  hammer  hard  all  day. 

Pyrag.     I  heard  her  once  mocke  that  polt-foote  of 

yours 
How  came  it  pray  ? 

Vulcaii.     I'le   tell   thee   man,  I  was   when   I  was 

borne 
A  pretty  fmug  knaue,  and  my  father  lone 
Delighted  much  to  dance  me  in  his  lap. 
Vpon  a  time  as  hee  was  toying  with  mee 
In  his  high  houfe  aboue,  that  Phaeton 
Had  at  that  inflant  fet  the  world  a  fire, 
My  father  when  he  faw  heauens  bafes  fmoake, 
Th'  earth  burne,  and  Neptunes  broth  to  feeth  with 

heate ; 
But  ftartles  vp  to  thunder-flrike  the  lad. 
And   lets   me   fall :    downe   tumbled   I  towards   the 

earth : 
I  fell  through  all  the  Planets  by  degrees, 
From  Saturne  firfl,  fo  by  the  Moone  at  lafl  : 
And  from  the  Moone  downe  into  Lemnos  Ille 
Where  I  flill  Hue,  and  halt  vpon  my  fail. 
No  maruell  if  t  lam'd  mee,  for,  Pyragmon, 
How  high  I  tumbled,  who  can  gefle  aright, 


I 


The  Brazen  Age.  233 

Falling  a  Summers  day  from  morne  to  night  % 

Pyrag.     'Twas   maruell  you  did  not  breake  your 

necke. 
Vulcan.     Had   I  not  bene  deriu'd  from   God-like 
feed, 
Truft  me  Pyragmon  I  had  don't  indeed. 

The  Cocke  crows  a?id  ente7'  PJmbus. 

But  to  the  Forge,  for  I  Appollo  fpie, 
Hee  that  fees  all  things  with  the  daies  bright  eye. 
Good  morrow  Phoebus^  whats  the  newes  abroad  ? 
For  thou  feefl  all  things  in  the  world  are  done, 
Men  a(fl  by  day-light,  or  the  fight  of  Sunne. 

Phcebus.     Sometime  I  cafl  mine  eie  vpon  the  fea, 
To  fee  the  tumbling  Seale^  or  Porpoife  play, 
There  fee  I  Marchants  trading,  and  their  fayles 
Big  bellied  with  the  wind ;  fea  fights  fometimes 
Rife  with  their  fmoake,  thicke  clouds  to  darke  my 

beames. 
Sometimes,  I  fixe  my  face  vpon  the  earth 
With  my  warme  feruour,  to  giue  mettals,  trees, 
Hearbes,  plants,  and   flowers   life  ;   here  in  gardens 

walke 
Loofe  Ladies  with  their  louers  arme  in  arme, 
Yonder  the  labouring  Plow- man  driues  his  Teeme. 
Further,  I  may  behold  maine  battels  pitcht. 
And  whom  I  fauour  moft  (by  the  winds  helpe) 
I  can  affifl  with  my  tranfparant  raies. 
Heere,  fpye  I  Cattell  feeding,  Forrefls  there 
Stor'd  with  wilde  beafls ;  here  Shepeheards  with  their 

laffes 
Piping  beneath  the  trees,  whilft  their  flockes  graze. 
In  Citties,  I  fee  trading,  walking,  bargening. 
Buying,  and  felling,  goodneffe,  badneffe,  all  things 
And  fliine  alike  on  all. 

Vulcan.     Thrice  happy  Phoebus, 
That  whilft  poore  Vulcan  is  confin'd  to  Lemnos, 
Haft  euery  day  thefe  pleafures.     What  newes  elfe. 
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F/icebus.     No  P^mperour  walks  forth,  but  I  fee  his 
State, 
Nor  fports,  but  I  his  paflimes  can  behold, 
I  fee  all  Coronations,  Funerals, 
Marts,    Faires,    Affemblics,    Pageants,    Sights,     and 

Shovvcs. 
No  hunting,  but  I  better  fee  the  chafe 
Then  they  that  rowfe  the  game,  what  fee  not  I  % 
There's  not  a  window  but  my  beames  breake  in, 
No  chinke  or  cranny  but  my  raies  pierce  through, 
And  there  I  fee  (oh  Vulcan)  wondrous  things. 
Things  that  thy  felfe  nor  any  God  befides 
Would  giue  beliefe  to. 

Vul.     What,  good  Phczbiis  fpeake. 

Phce.     Here,   wantons   on   their  day-beds,    I    fee 
fpread 
Clafping  their  amorous  louers  in  their  armes, 
Who  euen  before  my  face,  are  not  fometimes 
Afliam'd  to  fhew  all. 

Vulcan.     Could  not  god  Phoebus  bring  mee 
To  fee  this  paftime. 

Phoebus.     Sometimes  euen  meane  fellowes 
A  bed  with  noble  Ladies  whom  they  ferue, 
Seruant  with  feruant,  married  men  with  maides, 
And  wiues  with  Batchelours. 

Vulcan.     There's  fimple  doing. 

Phoebus.     And  fhall  I  tell  thee  Vulcan,  tother  day 
What  I  beheld,  I  faw  the  great  God  Mars. 

Vulcan.     God  Mars. 

Phxbus.     As   I   was   peeping   through   a   cranny ; 
a  bed. 

Vulcan.     A  bed  ;  with  whom  *?  fome  pretty  wench 
I  warrant. 

Phoebus.     Shee  was  a  pretty  wench. 

Vulcan.     Tell  me  good  Phoebus, 
That  when  I  meete  him,  I  may  floute  God  Mars, 
Tell  mee,  but  tell  me  truely  on  thy  hfe. 

Phoebus.     Not  to  diffemble  Vulcan,  'twas  thy  wife  1 
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Vulcaji.     Out  on  her  whore,  out  on  him  Cuckold- 
maker, 
Phoebus  rie  be  reuenged  on  great  God  Ma7's, 
AVho,  whilfl  I  hammer  here  his  fwords  and  lliiclds, 
Hammers  vpon  my  head,  I  will  complaine 
To  loue,  and  all  the  Gods,  and  tell  them  flat 
I  am  a  Cuckold. 

Fhce.      Vulcan  be  aduis'd, 
I  haue  had  notice  where  they  vfe  to  meete, 
Could fl  not  deuife  to  catch  them  by  fome  wile  % 
And  lay  their  guilt,  wide  open  to  the  Gods, 
Then  mightft  thou  haue  fit  colour  of  complaint. 

Vulcaji.     Enough,  I  haue  deuis'd  a  fecret  fnare, 
A  draw-net,  which  I'le  place  vpon  the  Couch 
Where  they  flill  vfe  to  bed,  a  wire  fo  temper' d, 
And  of  fuch  fineneffe  to  deceiue  the  eie. 
So  catch  them  when  they  are  at  it,  and  by  this 
I  may  prefume,  and  be  fure  I  am  Cuckold. 

Phoebus.     That's  the  way  to  be  fatisfied. 

Vulcan.     If  I  can  catch  them,  all  the  Gods  I'le  call 
To  fee  my  wrongs,  their  fports  I'le  neere  to  marre, 
And  venge  me  on  that  letcherous  God  of  warre. 

Enter  the  Nymph,  Claris,  with  two  more,  with  floures 
in  their  laps. 

I.  Nym.     Cloris,  you  are  the  Nymph  whofe  office  is 
To  flrow  faire  Venus  bed  with  hearbes  and  flowers, 
Here  is  the  place  fhee  meanes  to  fport  her  felfe. 

Clo.     I  am  the  hand-maide  to  the  Queene  of  loue, 
And  vnto  all  her  pleafures  minifler, 
When  flie  drinkes  Ne^ar,  'tis  from  Claris  hand, 
If  feede  on  fweete  A?nbrotia,  or  thofe  fruits 
That  Cornu-capia  yeelds,  I  ferue  them  vp. 
Come  let  vs  with  frefli  Rofes  flrow  her  Couch, 
With  pances  and  the  buds  of  Eglantine, 
Her  pillow  is  the  purple  Violet  banke. 
About  whofe  verges  the  blancht  Lillies  grow, 
Whofe  bodies  twin'd  about  with  wood-byne  leaues 
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Make  a  conlufcd  fwcctncffe,  fo  'tis  well, 
Cwiie  Venus  when  fliee  ])leare  to  take  her  red, 
Her  Arbour's  (light,  and  all  things  well  addrefl. 

Efiter  Vulcan  and  Pyragmon  with  his  net  of  wire. 

Vulcan.     JJy  her    baud    Charis^  this    I    know  the 
place, 
Which  with  adulterate  paflimes  they  pollute. 
Here  will  I  fet  my  i)itfall  for  thefe  birds, 
And  catch  them  in  the  clofure  of  this  wire, 
So,  fo,  al's  fit,  my  fnare  in  order  plac't, 
Happy  the  time,  that  I  this  Charts  trac't. 

Enter  Mars  and  Venus. 

Mars.     Once  more  in  fpight  of  Phmbus  and  thefe 
eies. 
That  dog  our  paflimes,  we  are  clofely  met, 
And  whiin  the  Cuckold  Vulcan  blowes  the  fire. 
Our  amorous  foules  their  fportiue  bliffe  confpire. 

Venus.     Hee's   limping   thus,   and   like   a   cripple 
halts 
From  Forge  to  Fornace ;  where  were  Venus  eies. 
When  fhe  made  choife  of  that  foul.e  polt-foote  Smith, 
He  fmels  all  fmoake,  and  with  his  nafly  fweate 
Tawnies  my  skinne,  out  on  him  vgly  knaue, 
Mars  is  my  loue,  and  he  my  fweets  fhall  haue. 

Vulcan.     Gramercy  my  kind  wile. 

Venus.     Come  God  of  warre, 
I'le  teach  thee  a  new  skirmifh,  better  farre 
Then  thy  flerne  battails,  meete  me  with  a  kiffe 
Which  I  retort  thus,  there's  fpirit  in  this. 
What's  he  would  play  the  coward  and  turne  face, 
When  fuch  fweete  amorous  combats  are  in  place  ? 
My  hot  incounters,  leaue  me  wound  nor  skarre 
Yet  naked  I  dare  meete  the  God  of  Warre. 

Vulcan.     Out  of  her  Whoore. 

Mars.     I  am  arm'd  for  thee,  prepare  thee,  for  this 
night 
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ll'e  bread  to  breaft  dare  thee  to  fmgle  fight, 

Vemis.      Come  tumble  in   my  lap,   great  Mars  I 
dare 
To  do  his  word.       Vulcan  catcheth  themfajl  in  his  net. 

Vul.     'Tis  well,  your  fports  are  faire. 

Mars.     Betraid  %  bound  %  catcht  ?  releafe  me,  or  by 
lotie, 
Thou  dy'fl  what  ere  thou  art. 

Vul.     God  Mars,  good  words  ; 
This  is  a  fight  in  which  you  vfe  no  fwords. 
Your  haue  left  you  fleele  behinde. 

Ven.     Sweet  Vulca?i. 

Vtilc.     No  more. 

Venus.     Canfl  thou  vfe  Vejius  thus  ? 

Vul.     Away  you  whore, 
rie  keepe  you  fafl,  and  call  the  Gods  to  fee 
Your  pradlife,  Neptune^  loue,  and  Mercury, 
Phoebus  and  hmo,  from  your  fpheares  looke  downe, 
And  fee  the  caufe  I  weare  a  forked  crowne. 

All  the  Gods  appear e  aboue,  and  laugh,  Jupiter ,  lunOy 
PhcebuSy  Mercury,  Neptune. 

Mars.     The  Gods  are  all  fpe6lators  of  our  fhame, 
And  laugh  at  vs. 

Venus.     Oh  !  I  could  cry  for  anger. 
Sweet  Vulcan  let  me  loofe. 

Vide.     "When  Gods  and  men 
Haue  feene  thy  fhame,  but  (ftrumpet)  not  till  then. 

lup.     See  how  Mars  chafes. 

lun.     But  Venus  weeps  for  rage. 

Ncpt.     Why  fliould  Mars  fret?  if  it  fo  tedious  be, 
Good  God  of  warre  beflow  thy  place  on  me. 

Afcrc.     By  all  the  Gods,  would    fhe   do   me  that 
grace^ 
I  would  fall  too't  euen  before  Vulcans  face. 

Vtd.     To  Gods  and  men  let  it  be  fully  knowne 
I  am  a  Cuckold. 

All.      Vulcan  is  no  leffe. 
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Vul.     Now  fince  red  fliamc  your  cheeks  with  bloud 
hath  dy'd, 
I  am  rcLicng'd,  and  fee  my  net's  vnti'd. 

Phceb.     The  Gods  haue  laught  their  fill,  Vulcaii  s 
reueng'd, 
And  now  all  friends  :  fpeake,  are  we  % 

lup.     Mars  flill  frown  cs. 

Iiino.     And  Vcmis  fcarce  well  pleas'd. 

Vul.     For  my  part  (oh  you  Gods  !)  what's  pafL  is 
pafl, 
And  what  is  once  done,  cannot  be  recald  : 
If  Vulcaji  in  this  ieall  hath  pleas'd  the  Gods, 
All  his  owne  wrongs  he  freely  can  forgiue. 
Venus  we  are  friends,  to  Lemfios  we  will  haft, 
And  neuer  more  record  what's  done  and  paft. 

Ven.     No  foole,  before  I  did  offend  with  feare, 
My  guilt  was  but  fufpecfted,  but  not  prou'd  : 
And  therefore  I  felecfled  priaacy, 
Clofeneffe  of  place,  and  bafhfuUy  tranfgreft  ; 
But  fmce  both  Gods  and  men  now  know  my  finne, 
Why  fhould  I  dread  to  fay  I  loue  God  Mars  1 
What  helpe  haft  thou  in  prouing  thy  wife  falfe  % 
Onely  to  make  me  doe  with  impudence, 
What  I  before  with  feare  did,  on  thy  felfe 
Brought  a  moft  certaine  fhame,  where  it  before 
Was  but  fufpedled. 

Vul.      Venus  fpeakes  good  fence, 
That's  certaine  now,  which  was  before  fufpence. 

Ven.     Now  farewell  iealous  foole,  for  my  difgrace, 
Him  whom  I  loue,  I  blufhleffe  thus  imbrace, 
And  may  all  fuch  as  would  their  wiues  fo  take, 
(Although  they  might)  be  feni'd  thus  for  thy  fake. 

Vul.     I  am  vndone,  be  warn'd  by  me  oh  men, 
Although   you   know   your   wiues    falfe,    where    and 

when, 
Take  them  not  in  the  manner,  though  you  may  : 
They  that  with  feare  before,  now  bluftileffe  ftray. 
Their  guilt  'tis  better  to  fufpe(5l  then  know. 
So  you  may  take  lome  part  of  that  you  owe. 
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Where  I  by  feeking  her  good  name  to  thrall, 
Haue  made  my  felfe  a  fcorne,  and  quite  left  all. 

/?^j>.     To  Lcmnos  then,  to  make  our  Thunders  fit, 
Which  againll  mortals  we  haue  caufe  to  vfe, 
Mars,  you  to  Thrace,  Ve?ius  in  Paphos  flay. 
Or  where  you  pleafe,  we  to  our  feuerall  fpheares. 
Vulcan,  thy  morrall  this  good  vfe  contriues, 
None  fear  ch  toofarre  tH  offences  of  their  wiues. 

Exeimt. 

Homer. 

Our  lafi  AB  comes,  ivhich  left  it  tedious  grow, 
What  is  too  long  iii  word,  accept  infhow. 
Thinke  Hercules  his  labours  hauing  ended. 
The  Spa?ufJi  Gerion  kild,  a7id  CdiCMS  flaine, 
Asfarre  as  Lydea  he  his  palme  extended. 
Where  beauteous  Omphale  this  time  doth  raigne. 
He  that  before  to  Deianeiray^;^/, 
As  prefcnts,  all  the  fpoyles  that  he  could  win, 
Now  fils  her  heart  zuith  iealotcs  dif content. 
She  heares  how  Hercules  doth  card  andfpin 
With  Omphale,  andferues  her  as  aflaue. 
{She  quite  forgot  in  Thebes)  her  grief e  to  cheare, 
TH  affembled  Princes  with  their  Counfels  graue. 
Are  come  to  comfort  and  rcmoue  her  fear e. 

By  thefe  all  his  fiord  labours  he  hathfent 
To  call  him  home,  to  free  her  dif  content. 

A  fheiv.  Efiter  Deianeira  fad,  with  Lychas  .•  to  her 
lafon,  Telamon,  Caflor,  Pollux,  Nellor,  c^r.  They 
feeme  to  comfort  her,fJiefe?ids  Lychas,  who  brings 
the  Trophies  of  his  twelue  labours,  fJie  deliuers 
them  to  the  Pri?ices,  to  beare  to  her  husband.  They 
part  feuerall  waies. 

Hom.     lafon,  and  the  other  Herds  for  her  fake, 
Trauell  to  Lydia,  to  perfwade  hi7n  thence 
And  by  his  twelue  knowne  labours,  vnderiake 
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To  mo  lie  him,  quite  f  abandon  his  fair e  we?tch. 
Further  then  this  her  icaloufie  extends, 
A  farre  ivo^'fe  p7-cfcnt  JJie  by  l.ychdi'^  fends. 

Enter  Deianeira,  and  her  feruant  Lychas.    . 

Lych.     Madam,  thefe  forrowes  are  too  violent 
For  your  weake  fex,  I  do  not  thinke  tis  true, 
Your  husband  can  preferre  that  Omphale 
Before  your  beauty. 

Deian.     Hee's  forgot  in  Greece. 
Greece  that  was  wont  to  clangor  with  his  fame, 
Is  now  all  filent,  who  but  lafon  now, 
And  Telamon,  that  fcal'd  the  walles  of  Troy, 
Alcides  is  a  name  forgot  amongft  vs, 
And  Deianeira  too  forgot  with  him. 
Oh  !  that  I  had  the  tempting  flrumpet  here 
That  beepes  my  Lord  away,  confining  me 
Vnto  the  coldneffe  of  a  widowed  bed. 

Lye.     Madam,    thefe    prefents    fent,   and    fo    wel 
knowne 
Coming  from  you,  mufl  needs  preuaile  with  him. 
Thefe  Princes  haue  great  interefl  in  his  loue, 
And  can  perfwade  much. 

lyeia.     But  that  flrumpet  more.  . 
Lychas,  he  doates  vpon  her  tempting  lookes, 
And  is  fo  much  with  her  inchantments  blear'd, 
That  hee's  turn'd  woman  :  woman  Lychas,  fpinnes, 
Cards,  and  doth  chare-worke,  whilft  his  miflres  fits 
And  makes  a  cufhion  of  his  Lyons  skin, 
Makes  of  his  club  a  rocke.     I  loofe  my  felfe 
In  this  my  forrow,  and  forget  the  meanes 
I  flill  keepe  by  me,  to  reflore  my  loue  ; 
Lychas,  fetch  me  the  fhirt  within  my  chamber, 
I  haue  bethought  me  now. 

Lych.     Madam  I  fhall. 

Dei.     This  fliirt  (in  bloud  of  Centaui  Nefjus  dipt, 
And  fince  wafht  out)  H'e  fend  my  LLercules, 
Which  hath  the  power  to  make  his  hot  loue  dye 
To  any  flran.G^er,  and  reuiiie  to  me. 


The  Brazen  Age.  241 

This  (as  his  lad)  the  dying  Centaur  fpake, 
To  this  Il'e  trufl,  all  other  hopes  forfake. 

Enter  Lychas. 

Lych,     Madam  the  fhirt. 

Dei.     This  as  my  befl  and  deerefl, 
Prefent  me  (trufly  Lychas)  to  my  Lord, 
Intreat  withall,  that  if  he  haue  not  quite 
Put  off  my  loue,  hee'le  daine  to  put  on  this. 
If  he  defpife  my  gift,  returne  it  backe, 
And  in  it  my  death. 

Lych.     Feare  not  faire  Prince  ffe, 
I  hope  to  proue  as  fortunate  as  faithfull. 
I     Dei.     Farewell,  proue  as  thou  fpeakefl.     If  my  gift 

faile, 
I  haue  fentenced  all  my  forrowes  to  one  death, 
Whilfl  Deianeira  hath  a  hand  to  vfe, 
Shee'l  not  Hue  hated  where  fhe  once  did  chufe.    Exit. 

Enter  Omphale^  Queene  of  Lydta^  with  4  or  ^  maids, 
Hercules  attired  like  a  woman,  with  a  dijlaffe  and 
afpindle. 

Omph.     Why  fo,  this  is  a  power  infus'd  in  loue, 
Beyond  all  magicke ;  Is't  not  flrange  to  fee 
^  A  womans  beauty  tame  the  Tyrant-tamer  ? 
And  the  great  Monfler-maifler  ouer-match  % 
Haue  you  done  your  taske  % 

Here.     Beauteous  Queene,  not  yet. 

Omph.     Then  I  fhall  frowne. 

Here.     Before  that  (louely  faire) 
Augment  my  taske,  vnto  a  treble  chare. 
For  one  fweet  fmile  from  beauteous  Omphale, 
I'le  lay  before  thee  all  the  monflrous  heads 
Of  the  grim  tyrants  that  opprefle  the  earth. 
I  that  before,  at  lunds  flri6l  behefl. 
The  hundred  gyants  of  Cremona  flue, 
Will  twice  fiue  hundred  kill  for  Omphale. 
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Findc  mc  a  Caciis  in  a  caue  of  fire, 

H'c  draggc  him  from  the  mountaine  Auentinoy 

And  lay  his  buike  at  thy  vi(fiorious  feet. 

Finde  me  another  Gerion  to  captiue, 

All  his  three  heads  Il'e  tumble  in  thy  fkirt. 

Bid  me  once  more  facke  hell,  to  binde  the  furies, 

Or  to  prefent  thee  with  the  Gods  in  chaines, 

It  fliall  be  done  for  beauteous  Ofupha/e. 

Oniph.     Leaue  prating,  ply  your  worke. 

Hc7'c.     Oh  what  a  fweetneffe 
Lines  in  heclookes  !  no  bondage,  or  bafe  flauery 
Seemes  feruitude,  whilR  I  may  freely  gaze 
{And  vncontrold)  on  her  :  but  for  one  fmile, 
Il'e  make  her  Empreffe  ore  the  triple  world, 
And  all  the  beauteous  Queenes  from  Eafl  to  Weft, 
The  Lydians  vaffails,  and  my  fellow-flaues. 
There  is  no  Lord  but  Loue^  no  vaflailage 
But  in  affedlion,  and  th'  Emperious  Queene 
Doth  tyranize  ore  captiue  Hercules. 

Enter  a  maid. 

Maid.     Madam,    fome    Dukes    of    Greece    attend 
without, 
And  craue  to  fee  your  captiue  Theban  here. 

Oniph,     Admit  them,  they  fliall  fee  what  pompe  we 
haue, 
And  that  our  beauty  can  the  loftiefl  flaue. 

Enter  lafon^  Telamon,  CaJIor,  Pollux,  Nejlor, 
Atreus,  o^c. 

/a/on.     Our  bufmeffe  was  to  Thehafi  Hercules, 
'Twas  told  vs  he  remain'd  with  Omphale, 
The  Lydian  Queene. 

Tel.     Speake,  which  is  Omphalel 
Or  which  Alcides  % 

Omph.     We  are  queene  of  Lydia, 
And  this  our  vaffaile.     Do  you  know  him  Lords  ? 
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Stoope  flaue,  and  kiffe  the  foot  of  Omphale. 

Here.     I  fhall. 

Nejl.     Oh  wondrous  alteration  ! 

Cafl.     Till  now  I  trufled  this  report  was  falfe, 
And  fcarcely  can  I  yet  beleeue  mine  eyes. 

Pol.     Lady,  our  purpofe  was  to  Hercules, 
Shew  vs  the  man. 

Omph.     Behold  him  Greekes  there. 

Atretis.     Where  ? 

Omph,     There  at  his  taske. 

lafon.     Alas  !     This  Hercules  1 
This  is  fome  bafe  effeminate  groome,  not  hee 
That  with  his  puiffance  frighted  all  the  earth  : 
This  is  fome  woman,  fome  Hennophrodite. 

Here.     Hath  lafon.,  Nejlor^  Cajlor^  Telamon^ 
Atreus,  Pollux,  all  forgot  their  friend  % 
We  are  the  man. 

lafon.     Woman  we  know  thee  not. 
We  came  to  feeke  the  loue-hoxnt  Hercules, 
That  in  his  cradle  ftrangled  Iimds  fnakes, 
And  triumpht  in  the  braue  Olimpicke  games, 
He  that  the  Cleonean  Lyon  flue, 
The  Eremanthian  Boare,  the  Bull  of  Marathon, 
The  Lernean  Hydra,  and  the  winged  Hart. 
He  that  drag'd  Cerberus  from  hell  in  chaines, 
And  flownded  Pluto  in  his  Ebo7i  Chaire, 
That  Hercules  by  whom  the  Centaurs  fell. 
Great  Achelous,  the  Stymphalides, 
And  the  Cremona  giants  %     Where  is  he  ? 

Tel.     That  traiterous  Neffus  with  a  fhaft  tranf-fixt, 
Strangled  Antheus,  purg'd  Augeus  flalles, 
Won  the  bright  Apples  of  the  Hefperides, 
And  whilfl  the  Giant  Atlas  eaf'd  his  limbes, 
Bore  on  his  fhoulders  the  huge  frame  of  heauen. 

Here.     And  are  not  we  the  man  %  fee  Telamon. 

Tel.     A  woman  do  this  %  we  would  fee  the  Theban 
That  Cacus  flue,  Bufiris  facrific'd, 
And  to  his  horfes  hurl'd  flerne  Diomed 
To  be  deuour'd. 

R  2 
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Pol.     That  freed  Ilcfione 
From  the  Sea-vvliale,  and  after  ranfackt  Troy^ 
And  with  his  owne  hand  flue  Laoviedon. 

Nc/l.     He  by  whom  Dercilus  and  Albion  fell, 
He  that  Occalia  and  Bdricia  wan. 

Atr.     That  monflrous  Gerion  with  his  three  heads 
van  qui  flit 
With  Linus,  JJchas  that  vfur])'t  in  Thebes^ 
And  captur'd  there  his  beauteous  Megara. 

lafoji.     He  that  the  AiJiazonian  Baldricke  wan, 
That  Achelous  with  his  club  fubdu'd, 
And  wan  from  him  the  pride  of  Calidon 
Bright  Deia?iei7'a,  that  now  mournes  in  Thebes 
The.abfence  of  that  noble  Hercules. 
To  him  we  came,  but  fince  he  liues  not  here, 
Come  Lords,  we  wil  returne  thefe  prefents  backe 
Vnto  the  conflant  Lady,  whence  they  came. 

Here.     Stay  Lords. 

lafon.     'Mongfl  women  ? 

Here.     For  that  Thebans  fake 
Whom  you  profeffe  to  loue,  and  came  to  feeke, 
Abide  awhile,  and  by  my  loue  to  Greece^ 
Il'e  bring  before  you  that  lofl  Hercules^ 
For  whom  you  came  to  enquire. 

lafon.     On   that   condition   (Princes)   lets    flay   a 
little. 

Tela.     It  workes,  it  workes. 

Here.     How  haue  I  loft  my  felfe  ? 
Did  we  all  this  ?  where  is  that  fpirit  become 
That  was  in  vs  ?  no  maruell  Hercules., 
If  thou  beefl  flrange  to  them,  that  thus  difguif 'd. 
Art  to  thy  felfe  vnknowne.     Hence  with  this  diflaffe 
And  bale  effeminate  chares. 

Omp.     How  flaue  ?  fubmit  and  to  thy  taske  againe. 
Dar'fl  thou  rebell  % 

Here.     Pardon  great  Omphale. 

laf.     Will  Tela??iofi  perlwade  me  this  is  Hercules 
The  Libian  Conquerer,  now  a  flaues  flaue. 
He  liu'd  in  midfl  of  battailes,  this  'mongfl  truls  : 
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This  welds  a  diflaffe,  he  a  conquering  Club. 

Shall  we  beflovv  faire  Dciaiiciraes  prelents 

On  this  (heauen  knowes)  whether  man  or  woman  ? 

Here.     Who  nam'd  my  Deianeira  ?     Tafon  you  ? 
How  fares  my  loue  ?  how  fares  my  beauteous  wife  ? 
I  know  thefe  prefents,  did  they  come  from  her  ? 
What  flrumpet's  this  that  hath  detain'd  my  foule  % 
Captiu'd  my  fame,  tranf-fhap't  me  to  a  foole  ? 
Made  me  (of  late)  but  little  leffe  then  God, 
Now   fcarce   a   man  %     Hence  with   thefe  womanidi 

tyres, 
And  let  me  once  more  be  my  felfe  againe. 

Tel.    Keep  from  him  Omphale^  be  that  your  charge, 
Wee'l  fecond  thefe  good  thoughts. 

Omph.     Alcides  heare  me. 

Cafi.     By  your  fauour  madam. 

Here.     Who  fpake  % 

Iafo?i.     Thinke  that  was  DeianeircHs  voyce, 
That  cals  thee  home  to  dry  her  widowed  teares, 
And  to  bring  comfort  to  her  defolate  bed. 

Here.     Oh  Deianeira, 
^      Om.     Heare  me  Hereules. 
%     Here.     Ha  Omphale  ? 
■     Pollux.     You  lliall  not  trouble  him. 

laf.     'Twas  (he  that  made  Alcides  womanifh, 
But  Deianeira  to  be  more  then  man. 
For  thy  wiues  fake  thou  art  renown'd  in  Greece^ 
This  Strumpet  hath  made  Greece  forget  thee  quite. 
And  fcarce  remember  there  was  fuch  a  man. 
TJiebes  that  was  wont  to  triumph  in  thy  glories, 
Is  now  all  filent.     Tyrants  euery  where 
Beginne  to  oppreffe,  thinking  Alcides  dead 
For  fo  the  fame's  already.     Shall  a  Strumpet 
Do  this  vpon  the  Theban  Hercules  % 
And  Deyaneira^  faire,  chafl,  abfolute 
In  all  perfe6lions,  liue  defpis'd  in  Thebes  1 

Here.    By  Joue  llie  (hall  not,  firfl  I'le  rend  thefe  eies 
out, 
That  fotted  with  the  lou^  of  Omphale 
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Hath  tranHiapt  me,  and  deepely  iniur'd  her. 
Come  we  will  fliake  off  this  effeminacy 
And  by  our  deeds  repurchafe  our  renowne. 
lafon  and  yoir  braue  Greckcs,  I  know  you  nojv, 
And  in  your  honours  I  behold  my  felfe 
What  I  haue  bene,  hence  Strumpet  Omphaie, 
1  call  thee  off,  and  once  more  will  refume 
My  natiue  vertues,  and  to  proue  this  good 
This  day  vnto  the  Gods  Tie  facrifice, 
To  grace  which  pompe,  and  that  we  may  appeare 
The  fame  we  were,  before  vs  fliall  be  borne 
Thefe  of  our  labours  twelue,  the  memory, 
Vnto  loites  Temple,  grace  vs  worthy  Heroes 
To  affift  vs  in  this  high  follemnity. 
Whilft  we  vpon  our  manly  flioulders  beare 
Thefe  maffy  pillars  we  in  Gades  mufl  reare. 

Ex€U7lt. 

Manet  0?nphale. 

Omphaie.     We  haue  lofl  our  feruant,  neuer  yet  had 

Lady 
One     of    the     like     ranke.        All     King     Thefpius 

daughters, 
Fifty  in  number,  childed  all  one  night. 
Could  not  preuaile  fo  much  with  Hercules 
As  we  haue  done  ;  no  not  faire  Yole 
Daughter  to  Cams,  beauteous  Megara, 
Nor  all  the  faire  and  amorous  queenes  of  Greece^ 
Could  flaue  him  like  the  Lydian  Omphaie. 
Therefore  where  e're  his  labours  be  renown'd, 
Let  not  our  beauty  paffe  vnregiflred. 
Bondaging  him  that  captiu'd  all  the  earth, 
Nor  will  we  leaue  him,  or  yet  loofe  him  thus. 
What  either  beauty,  cunning,  flattery,  teares 
Or  womans  Art  can,  we  will  pra6life  on  him. 
But  now  the  Priefls  and  Princes  are  prepar'd 
For  the  great  facrifice,  which  we  will  grace 
With  our  high  prefence,  and  behold  aloofe 
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Thefe  rights  vnto  the  gods  perform'd  and  done 
We'le  gaine  by  Art,  what  we  with  beauty  won. 

Enter  to  the  facrifice  two  Priejls  to  the  Altar ^  fixe 
Princes  with  fixe  of  his  labours^  in  the  midst 
Hercules  bearing  his  two  brazen  pillars ^  fix  other 
Pri7ices,  with  the  other  fix  labours^  Hercules  fiaies 
them. 

Here.     Now  loue  behold  vs  from  thy  fpheare  of 

Starres, 
And  (hame  not  to  acknowledge  vs  thy  fonnes. 
Thus  (hould  Alcidcs  march  amidft  his  fpoiles, 
Inguirt  with  flaughtered  Lyons,  Hydraes,  Whales, 
Boares,    Buis,  grim   Tyrants,    Hel-hounds-,    Monllers, 

Furies, 
And  Princes  his  fpedlators  :  oh  you  Gods, 
To  whom  this  day  we  confecrate  our  praiers, 
And  dedicate  our  facred  orifons, 
Daine  vs  your  eies,  behold  thefe  fhoulders  beare 
Two  brazen  pillars,  trophies  of  our  fame. 
That  haue  eas'd  Atlas.,  and  fupported  heauen, 
And  had  we  fhrunke  beneath  that  heauenly  ftru6lure 
The  Spheares,   Orbs,   Planets,    Zeniths,    Signes,    and 

Stars, 
With  loues  high  Pallace,  all  ccnfufedly 
Had  fhattered,  falne,  and  o're-whelm'd  earth  and  fea. 
Wee  haue  done  that,  and  all  thefe  labours  elfe. 
Which  we  this  day  make  facred,  luno  fee 
Thefe  we  furrender  to  thy  loue  and  thee. 

fet  on. 

As  they  march  ouer  the  Stage,  enter  Lychas  with 
theJJiirt. 

Lych.     From  Deianeira  I  prefent  this  guift. 
Wrought  with  her  owne  hand,  with  more  kind  com- 
mends 
Then  I  haue  meafured  fleps  to  Lydia 
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From  Thebes^  which  Hie  intreats  you  weare  for  her. 

J/crc.     More  welcome  is  this  guift  to  Hercules 
Then  lafoTis  Fleece,  Laomedon's  white  Steeds, 
Or  flioulcl  loue  grace  me  with  eternity. 
Here  (land  our  pillars,  with  iwfi  vltra  infculpt, 
Which  we  mufl  reare  beyond  the  1  Gyrene  Hils 
At  Gadcs  in  Spai7ic  {Akidcs  vtmofL  bounds) 
Whilfl  we  put  on  this  Ihirt,  the  welcome  prefent 
Of  Deiaueira,  whom  we  deerely  loue, 
Lychas  thy  hand,  In  this  wee'le  facrifice 
And  make  our  peace  with  her  and  lupiter. 

lajoii.     Never  was  Hercules  fo  much  himfelfe, 
How  will  this  newes  glad  Deya?ieiraes  heart, 
Or  how  this  fight  inrage  faire  Omphale  ? 

Tell.     All  his  dead  honours  he  reuiues  in  this, 
And  Greece  fliall  once  more  echoe  with  his  fame. 

Hercules  puts  on  thejhirt. 

Here.     With  this  her  prefent,  I  put  on  her  loue, 
Witneffe  heauen,  earth,  and  all  you  Peeres  of  Greece^ 
I  wed  her  once  more  in  this  ornament. 
Her  loue  and  her  remembrance  fit  to  me 
More  neere  by  thoufands  then  this  roabe  can  cleaue. 
So,  now  before  lo^ces  Altar  let  vs  kneele, 
And  make  our  peace  with  heauen,  attone  our  ffelfe 
With  beauteous  Deyaneira  our  chafl  wife 
And  cafL  away  the  loue  of  Omphale. 

All  the  Frijices  kneel  to  the  Altar. 

Priejl.      Princes    of    Greece    affifl    vs    with    your 
thoughts. 
And  let  your  prayers  with  ours  afcend  the  Speares, 
For  mortals  orifons  are  fonnes  to  loue, 
And  when  none  elfe  can,  they  haue  free  acceffe 
Vnto  their  fathers  eare,  haile  fonne  of  Saturne, 
To  whom  when  the  three  lots  of  heauen,  of  fea, 
And  hell  were  caft,  the  high  Olimpus  fell. 

Here.     Oh,  oh. 

Priejl.     That  with  a  nod  canfL  make  heauens  col- 
lomes  bend. 
And  th'  earths  Center  tremble,  whofe  right  hand 
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Is  arm'd  with  lightning,  and  the  left  with  feare. 

Here.     No   more,   are   all    the    furies    with    their 
tortures, 
Their  whips  and  ladies  crept  into  my  skin  1 
Hath  any  fightleffe  and  infernall  fire 
Laid  hold  vpon  my  flefli  ?  when  did  A  lades 
Thus   fhake   with   anguifh  ?    thus   change   face,  thus 

fhrinke  ? 
Shall  torture  pale  our  cheeke  ?  no,  Priefl  proceed, 
We  will  not  feele  the  paine,  thou  fhalt  not  breed. 

lafon.     What  alteration's  this  %  a  thoufand  pangues 
I  fee  euen  in  his  vifage,  in  his  filence 
He  doth  expreffe  euen  hell. 

Priejl.     Thou  facred  loue 
Behold  vs  at  thy  Altar  proflrate  here 
To  beg  attonement  'tweene  our  fms  and  thee, 
Lend  vs  a  gracious  eare  and  eye. 

Here.     Prieft  no  more, 
I'le  rend  thy  Typet,  hurle  loues  Altars  downe, 
Hauock  his  Offerings,  all  his  Lamps  extinguifh, 
Raze  his  high  Temples,  and  skale  heauen  it  felfe 
Vnleffe  he  flay  my  tortures. 

lafon.     Warlike  Theban^ 
Whence  comes  this  fury  1  is  this  madnes  forc't, 
That  makes  Alcides  thus  blafpheme  the  Gods. 

Tell.     Patient  your  felfe. 

Here,     I  will  not  lafofi.,  cannot  Tellamon., 
A  flipticke  poyfon  boyles  within  my  veines, 
Hell  is  within  me,  for  my  marrow  fries, 
A  vulture  worfe  then  that  Prometheus  feeles, 
Fiers  on  my  entrails,  and  my  bulke  in  flames. 

Iqfou.  Yet  be  your  felfe,  renowned  Hercules, 
Striue  with  your  torture,  with  your  rage  contend 
Seek  to  ore-come  this  anguifli. 

Here.     Well,  I  will, 
See  lafon,  fee  renowned  Tellamon, 
I  will  be  well,  I'le  fede  no  poifon  boyle, 
Though  my  bloud  skal'd  me,  though  my  hot  fufpires, 
Blafl  where  I  breath  like  lightning,  though  my  lungs 


250  The  Brazen  Age, 

Seeth  in  my  blond,  1  will  not  pale  a  checke, 
Nor  change  a  brow,  I  will  not,  flight  of  torture 
Anguifli,  and  paine,  I  will  not. 

Omp.     What  llrange  fury 
Hath  late  i)offeR  him  to  be  thus  diflurb'd  ? 

lafon.     Why  this  is  well,  once  more  rei)aire  loucs 
Altar. 
Kindle  thefe  holy  Tapers  and  proceed. 

here.     To  pluckc  the  Thunderer  from  his  Chriflall 
throne, 
And  throw  the  Gallaxia,  by  the  locks, 
And  amber  treffes,  drag  the  Queene  of  heauen. 

Nejlor.     Alcldcs. 

Here.     Princes,  lafon^  Tellamo7i., 
Helpe  me  to  teare  of  this  infernall  fliirt. 
Which  ravves  me  where  it  cleaues,  vnskin  my  brawnes, 
And  like  one  nak't  rowl'd  in  a  Tun  of  fpikes 
Of  thoufands,  make  one  vniuerfall  wound, 
And  fuch  is  mine  :  oh  Deyaneira  falfe, 
Treacherous,  vnkind,  difloyall ;  plucke,  teare,  rend 
Though  you  my  bones  leaue  naked,  and  my  flefh 
Frying  with  poyfon  you  cafL  hence  to  dogs. 
Dread  Neptune^  let  me  plundge  me  in  thy  feas, 
To  coole  my  body,  that  is  all  on  flame. 
Or  with  thy  tri-fulke  thunder  flrike  me  loue^ 
And  fo  let  fire  quench  fire,  vnhand  me  Lords, 
Let   me   fpurne   raountaines   downe,   and    teare    vp 

rockes 
Rend  by  the  roots  huge  Okes,  till  I  haue  dig'd 
A  way  to  hell,  or  found  a  skale  to  heauen. 
Something  I  mufl,  my  torments  are  fo  great. 
To  quench  this  flame  and  qualify  this  heate.         Exit. 

lafon.     Let  vs  not  leaue  him  Princes  leafl  this  out- 
rage 
Make  him  lay  violent  hands  vpon  him  felfe. 
If  Deyaneiraes  heart,  were  with  her  hand, 
Shee  is  her  fexes  fcandall,  and  her  fliame 
Euen  whilfl.  Time  Hues,  fhall  euery  tongue  proclaime. 

Exit. 


The  Brazen  Age,  251 

Omph.     I'le  follow  to,  and  with  what  Art  I  can, 
Striue  this  his  rage  and  torture  to  allay.  Exit. 

Lych.     What's  in  this  Ihirt  vnknowne  to  me  that 
brought  it  ? 
Or  what  hath  iealous  Deyaneira  done  ? 
To  employ  me,  an  vnwilling  meflenger, 
In  her  Lords  death  :  well,  whofoe're  it  proue 
My  innocence  I  know,  I'le,  if  I  may 
Looke  to  my  life,  and  keepe  out  of  his  way. 

Enter  Hercules. 

Here,     Lychas^ 
Lychas,  where's  he  that  brought  this  poyfon^d  fhirt. 
That  I  may  teare  the  villaine  lim  from  lim, 
And  flake  his  body  fmall  as  Winters  fnow, 
His  fhattered  flefh  fhall  play  like  parched  leaues, 
And  dance  in  th'  aire,  tofl  by  the  fommer  winds. 

Lychas.     Defend  me  heauen. 

Here.     Oh  that  with  flamping  thus, 
I  could  my  felfe  beneath  the  Center  fmke, 
And  tombe  my  tortured  body  beneath  hell. 
Had  I  heauens  maffy  columns  in  my  gripes, 
Then  with  one  fway  I  would  or'e-turne  yon  frame, 
And  make  the  marble  Elementall  sky 
My  Tomb-flone  to  enterre  dead  Hercules. 
Oh  father  lone  thou  laifl  vpon  thy  fonne 
Torments  aboue  fupporture,  Lic/ias^  oh  ! 
I'le  chafe  the  villaine  o're  Oetaes  rockes, 
Till  I  haue  nak't  thofe  hils,  and  left  no  fhade 
To  hide  the  Tray  tor. 

Lichas.     Which  way  fhall  I  flye 
To  fcape  his  fury  ?  if  I  flay  I  dye.    Hercules  fees  him. 

Here.     Stay,  flay,  what's  he  that  creeps  into  yon 
caue  % 
Is  not  that  Lychas  Deyaneiraes  fquire, 
That  brought  this  poyfoned  fliirt  to  Hercules  ? 
I  thanke  thee  loue,  yet  this  is  fome  allayment 
And  moderation  to  the  pangues  I  feele, 
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Nay,  you  fliall  out  fir  Lyckas  by  the  heeles. 

Hercules  /wings  Lychas  about  his  head^ 

afid  kils  him. 
Thus,  thus,  thy  Hmbs  about  my  head  I  twine, 
Eubcean  fea  receiue  him,  for  he's  thine. 

Enter  lafofi^  Tcllamo7i^  and  all  the  Princes,  after  them 

Omphale. 

laf.      Princes,    his   torments   are    'boue    Phyficke 
helpe, 
And  they  that  wifli  him  well,  mufl  wifh  hi-s  death, 
For  that  alone  giues  period  to  his  anguifh. 

Tell.     In  vaine  we  follow  and  purfue  his  rage, 
There's  danger  in  his  madneffe. 

Nejl.     Yet  aloofe, 
Let's  obferue  him,  and  great  loue  implore 
To  qualifie  his  paines. 

Phy.     As,  I  am  Philo^eies  Tie  not  leaue  him, 
Vntill  he  be  immortall.  Princes  harke, 

Hercules  within. 
Cannot  thefe  grones  peirce  heauen  and  moue  to  pitty 
The  obdure  hmo. 

Omph.     Beneath  this  rocke  where  we  haue  often 
kifl, 
I  will  lament  the  noble  Thebans  fall. 
The  Lydian  Omphale  will  be  to  him 
A  truer  Myflreffe,  then  his  wife,  whofe  hate 
Hath  brought  on  him  this  fad  and  ominous  fate. 
Nor  hence,  for  any  force  or  prayer  remoue. 
But  die  with  him  whom  I  fo  deerely  loue.  cry  within. 

Cajl.     His   torments   flill   increafe,  heare  oh   you 
Gods, 
And  hearing  pitty. 

Enter  Hercules  from  a  rocke  aboue,  fearing  downe 

trees. 

Hdtrc.     Downe,  downe,  you  fhadowes  that  crowne 
Oeta  Mount, 
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And  as  you  tumble  beare  the  Rockes  along. 

I  will  not  leaue  an  Oake  or  Handing  Pine 

But  all  thefe  mountaines  with  the  dales  make  euen,  ] 

That  Oetacs  felfe  may  mourne  with  Hercules^ 

Hah  !  what  art  thou  ? 

Omph.     I  am  thy  Omphale. 

Here.     Art  thou  not  Deyaneira  come  to  mocke 
Aleides  madnefie,  and  his  pangues  deride  ? 
Yes,  thou  art  fhe,  thou,  thou  haft  fier'd  my  bones. 
And  mak'ft  me  boyle  in  poyfon,  for  which  (minion) 
And  for  (by  fate)  thou  haft  fhortned  my  renowne, 
Behold,  this  monflrous  rocke  thy  death  (hal  crowne. 

Hercules  kils  Offiphale,  with  a  peece  of  a  rocke. 
So  Deya7ieira  and  her  fquire  are  now 
Both  in  their  fms  extincft. 

The/.     What  hath  Aleides  done  %  flaine  Omphale, 
A  guiltleffe  queene  that  came  to  mourne  his  death. 

Here.     Torment  on  torment.     Bnt  fhall  Hercules 
Dye  by  a  womans  hand  %     No,  ayd  me  Princes, 
(If  you  haue  in  you  any  generous  thoughts) 
In  my  lafl  fabricke  :  Come,  toffe  trees  on  trees, 
Till  you  haue  rear'd  me  vp  a  funerall  pile. 
Which  all  that's  mortall  in  me  fhall  confume. 

Cajl.     Princes,  let  none  deny  their  free  alTiflance, 
In  his  releafe  of  torture.     Ther's  for  me. 

Pol.     My  hand  f!mll  hkewife  helpe  to  bury  him, 
And  of  his  torments  giue  him  eafe  by  death. 

All  the  Princes  breake  dow?ie  the  trees,  and  make  a 
fire,  in  which  Hercules /Az^*?//^  himfelfe. 

Her.     Thanks,  thus  I  throne  me  in  the  midfl  of 
fire, 
And  with  a  dreadlefle  brow  confront  my  death. 
Olimpicke  thunderer  now  behold  thy  fonne. 
Of  whofe  diuine  parts  make  a  flarre,  that  Atlas 
May  fhrinke  beneath  the  weight  of  Hercules. 
And  flep-dame  luno,  glut  thy  hatred  now, 
That  haft  beene  weary  to  command,  when  we 
Haue  not  beene  weary  to  performe  and  acft. 
I  that  Bufiris  flue,  Antheus  flrangled, 
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And  conqucr'd  flill  at  thy  vnkinde  l^ehcR; 

The  threc-diap't  Gcnon,  and  the  dogge  of  hell, 

The  Bull  of  Candy,  and  the  golden  Bart, 

Angelas  and  the  fowles  of  Stymphaly, 

The  Hefperian  fruit,  and  bolt  of  Thermidon^ 

The  Lernean  Hydra,  and  Arcadian  Boare, 

The  Lyon  of  Noumea,  Steeds  of  TJirace, 

The  monfler  Cams ;  thoufands  more  then  thefe, 

That  Hermles  in  death  dares  thee  to  chide, 

And  fhewes  his  fpirit,  which  torments  cannot  hide. 

Lye  there  thou  dread  of  Tyrants,  and  thou  fkin, 

He  burnes  his  Club,  and  Lyons  Skin. 
Invulner'd  flill,  burne  with  thy  maiflers  bones  : 
For  thefe  be  armes  which  none  but  we  can  weild. 
My  bow  and  arrowes  Philofletes  take, 
Referue  them  as  a  token  of  our  loue. 
For  thefe  include  the  vtmofl  fate  of  Troy, 
Which  without  thefe,  the  Greekes  can  nere  deflroy. 
You  Hero's  all  fare -well,  heape  fire  on  fire. 
And  pile  on  pile,  till  you  haue  made  a  flrudlure 
To  flame  as  high  as  heauen,  and  record  this 
Though  by  the  Gods  and  Fates  we  are  ore-throwne, 
Alcides  dies  by  no  hand  but  his  owne. 

lupiter  aboue  Jlrikes  him  with  a  thu7ider-bolt ^  his  body 

finkes,  arid  from  the  heaiwis  difcends  a  ha?id  in  a 

cloud,    that  from  the  place  where  Hercules   7vas 

burnt,  brings  vp  a  flarre,   and  fixeth   it  i?i  the 

firmament. 

lafon,     Iimo  thou  hafl  done  thy  w-brfl ;  he  now 
defies 
What  thou   canfl   more,    his   fame   fhall   mount   the 

fkies. 
What  heauenly  muficke's  this  % 

Tel.     His  foule    is    made   a   flar,    and    mounted 
heauen, 
I  fee  great  Io7ie  hath  not  forgot  his  fonne  : 
All  that  his  mothers  was  is  chang'd  by  fire, 
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But  what  he  tooke  of  loue^  and  was  deuine, 
Now  a  bright  liar  in  the  high  heauens  mufl  fliine. 

Enter  Atreus. 

Nefl.     We  all  haiie  feene  Alcides  deifi'd. 
But  what  newes  brings  Atreus  % 

Atr.     A  true  report  of  Deianeiras  death, 
Who  when  fhe  heard  the  tortures  of  her  Lord, 
And  what  effe(5l  her  fatall  prefent  tooke, 
Exclaim'd  on  Neffus,  and  to  proue  herfelfe 
Guiltleffe  of  treafon  in  her  husbands  death, 
With  her  owne  hand  (he  boldly  flue  herfelfe. 

Pel.     That  noble  adl  proclaim'd  her  innocent. 
And  cleares  all  blacke  fufpition  :  but  faire  princes, 
Let  vniuerfall  Greece  in  funerall  blacke, 
Moume  for  the  death  of  Theban  Hercules. 

laf.     Who   now   flial    monfters    quel,    or    tyrants 
tame  % 
Th'  oppreffed  free,  or  fill  Greece  with  their  fame. 
Princes  your  hands,  take  vp  thele  monuments 
Of  his  twelue  labours  in  a  marble  Temple 
(We  will  ere6l  and  dedicate  to  him) 
Refenie  them  to  his  lafling  memory  : 
-Plis  brazen  pillers  Hiall  be  fixt  in  Gades, 
On  which  his  monumentall  deeds  wee'l  graue. 
Arm'd  with  thefe  worthy  Trophies  lets  march  on 
Towards  Thebes,  that  claimes  the  honour  of  his  birth. 
His  body's  dead,  his  fame  fhall  nere  expire. 
Earth  claimes  his  earth,  heauen  fliewes  his  heauenly 
fire.  Exeutit  omnes. 

Homer. 

Jle  that  experts  fine  JJiort  ABs  can  contain e 

Each  circunijlance  of  thefe  thhigs  we  prefetit, 

Me  thmkes  JJtould flitw  more  barrenneffe  then  braine : 

All  we  haue  dofie  we  aime  at  your  content^ 

■Strumig  to  illuflrate  things  not  knowne  to  allj 
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In  which  the  learnd  can  onely  cenfure  right : 
The  rejl  we  craue^  whom  we  vnlcttered  call., 
Rather  to  attend  then  iudge;  for  more  then  fight 
Wefecke  (0  plcafe.     The  vndcrjlanding  eare 
Which  we  haue  hitherto  niofi  gracious  found. 
Your  genera II  lone,  lae  rather  hope  then  feare  : 
For  that  of  all  our  labours  is  the  ground. 

If  from  your  loue  in  any  point  we  fir  ay., 
Thinke  Homer  blind^  and  blind  men  miffe  their 
way. 
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0/  the  party  of  the 
Troians. 
King  Priam. 
He^or. 
Paris. 
Troilus. 
/Eneas. 
Anthenor. 
Deiphobus. 
Margareton . 

Astianax,  Heftors  fonne. 
Queene  Hecuba. 
Caffa?7dra  a  Propheteffe. 
Creffida,       Calchas       his 

daughter. 
Polixina,      daughter      to 

Pria?n. 
Oerion,     Paris    his     firfl 

loue. 
Andromache,  HeBors  wife, 
Beftors  Armour-bearer. 
Troian  fouldiers. 


Of  the  party  of  the 
Grecians. 

King  Agememnon  Gene- 
rail. 

King  Menelaus. 

King  Diomed. 

Vly/fes,  King  of  lihacus. 

Achilles. 

A  Spartan  Lord. 

An  Embaffador  of  Creete. 

Cajlor  and  Polhcx,  the 
two  brothers  of  Hel- 
lena. 

Aiax  Duke  of  Salamine. 

Therfites  a  raylor. 

Queene  Hellena. 

Calchas,  Apclloes  Priefl. 

Patrochis,  Achilles  his 
friend. 

Achilles  his  Mermidons, 

Grecian  fouldiers. 

Attendafits. 
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To  my  Worthy  and  much  Refpedled 

Friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Hammon^ 

of  Grayes  Inne  Efquire. 


SIR, 

F  the  noble  Scholler  Nichod.  Frifceli- 
mus,  thought  that  his  labour  in  Trans- 
ferring fix  oiAriftophaneshis  Comedies 
out  of  the  Originall  Greeke  into  the 
Roman  tongue,  was  worthy  to  be  dedicated  to  fix 
feueral,  the  moft  eminent  Princes  of  his  time,  for 
Learning  and  Judgement :  Thinke  it  then  no 
difparagment  to  you,  to  vndertake  as  well  the 
Patronage,  perufall  of  this  Poem  :  Which  as  it 
exceedes  the  fl:ri6l  limits  of  the  ancient  Comedy 
(then  in  vfe)  in  forme,  fo  it  tranfcends  them 
many  degrees ;  both  in  the  fulneffe  of  the 
Sceane,  and  grauity  of  the  Subie6l. 

The  Hiftory  whereon  it  is  grounded,  hauing 
jbeene  the  fele6led  Argument  of  many  exquifite 
Poets  ;  For  what  Pen  of  note,  in  one  page  or 
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other  hath  not  rcmcmbrcd  Troy,  and  bewayl'd 
the  facke  and  fubuerfion  of  fo  illuftrious  a  Citty: 
Which,  although  it  were  fcituate  in  Afia,  yet  out 
of  her  aflics  hath  rifen  two  the  rareft  Phoenixes 
in  Europe,  namely  London  and  Rome.  Sir  my 
acquaintance  with  your  worth,  and  knowledge  of 
your  iudgement,  were  the  chiefe  motiues,  in- 
ducing me  to  fele6l  you  before  many  others  : 
accept  it,  I  intreate  you,  as  fauourably  as  hee 
expofeth  it  willingly,  who  as  he  hath  ante- 
cedently long,  fo  futurely  euer. 

Shall  remayne  yours : 

Thomas  Heywood. 


To  the   Reader. 


Ourteous  Reader :  The  Gold,  Siluer, 
and  Braffe  Ages  halting  beene  many 
yeares  Jince  in  the  Preffe^  continuing 
the  Hijlory  from  lupiters  Birth  (the 
fonne  of  Saturne)  to  the  Death  of  Hercules.  This 
Iron  Age  (neuer  till  now  PublifhedJ  beginneth 
where  the  other  left^  holding  on^  a  plaine  and 
direct  cotirfe,  from  t/ie  fecond  Rape  of  Hellen  : 
(For  fhe  was  i7i  her  minority  tauifhed  by  Thefeus 
the  Friend  of  Hercules)  not  onely  to  the  vtter 
mine,  and  denaftation  of  Troy ;  but  it,  zvith  the 
fecond  Part,  flretclieth  to  the  Deathes  of  Hellen, 
and  all  thofe  Kings  of  Greece,  who  were  the 
vndertakers  of  that  Ten  yeares  Bloody  and  fatall 
Seige.  I  preficme  tlte  reading  thereof  fhall  not 
prooue  diflaftfidl  vnto  any  :  Firfl  in  regard  of  the 
Antiquity  and  Noble^iefje  of  the  Hiflory  :  Next 
becaufe  it  includeth  the  mofl  things  of  cfpeciall 
remarke,  which  haue  beene  ingenioufly  Commented, 
and  labourioufly  Recorded,  by  the  Mufes  Darliftgs, 


To  the  Reader. 

tJic  Poets  :  And  Times  learned  Remembrancers, 
the  Hiftriographers. 

Lajllyy  I  defire  tJicc  to  take  notice,  that  thcfe 
were  the  Playes  often  {and  not  with  the  Icajl 
applanfe^  Publickely  A  fled  by  two  Companies, 
vppon  one  Stage  at  once,  and  hane  at  fiindry 
times  tJironged  three  feiierall  Theaters,  with  nu- 
merous and  mighty  Auditories,  if  the  grace  they 
had  then  in  the  Ablings,  take  not  away  the  expec'ied 
Injler,  hoped  for  in  the  Reading,  I  fliall  then  hold 
thee  well pleafed,  and  tJierein,  my  f elf e  fully  fatis- 
Hed  ;  Euer  remaini7tg  thine  as  fludious 


Prodcfse  vt  D declare 


Thomas   Heywood. 


The  Iron 


Age. 


Allies  primtcs^  Scosna  'prima. 


E?iter  King  Priamiis,  Queene  Hecuba,  He6tor,  Troilus, 
^neas,  Deiphobus, 


iS-'C. 


Pria7niis. 

Rinces  and  Sonnes  of  Priam ^  to  this  end 
Wee  cal'd  you  to  this  folemne  Parleance. 
There's  a  deuining  fpirit  prompts  mee  fLill, 
That  if  we  new  begin  HofliHty, 
The  Grecians  may  be  forc't  to  make  repayre 
Of  our  twice  niin'd  walls,  and  of  the  rape 
Done  to  our  fifler  faire  Hejlotie. 

^neas.     I    am   my  princely   Soueraigne    of  your 
minde, 
And  can  by  grounded  arguments  approoue 
Your  power  and  potency  :  what  they  twice  demolifh't, 
Is  now  with  flrength  and  beauty  rear'd  againe. 
Your  Kingdome  growne  more  populous  and  rich^ 
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.b 


The  youth  of  Troy  irregular  and  vntam'il, 

Couctous  of  warrc  and  martiall  exercife. 

From  you  and  lilucr  treffed  Hccuha 

Fifty  faire  fonnes  are  Hneally  deriu'd, 

All  Aficics  Kings  are  in  your  loue  and  league, 

Their  royalties  as  of  your  Empire  held. 

HcHor  and  Hcclors  brothers  are  of  power 

To  fetch  your  fifler  from  the  heart  of  Greece^ 

Where  fhe  remain es  imbrac't  by  Tdamon. 
Prid.     /EncaSy  your  aduife  affents  with  vs. 

How  fland  our  fonnes  vnto  thefe  wars  inclin'd  ? 
HcH:.     In  mine  opinion  we  haue  no  iufl  caufe 

To  rayfe  new  tumults,  that  may  liue  in  peace  : 

Warre  is  a  fury  quickly  coniured  vp, 
But  not  fo  foone  appeafed. 
Par.     What  iufler  caufe 

When  the  whole  world  takes  note  to  our  difgrace, 

Of  this  our  Troy^  twice  rac't  by  Hercules. 

Troy.     And  faire  Hejlofie  rapt  hence  to  Greece, 
Where  fhe  flill  Hues  coopt  vp  in  Sala77iine. 

HeH.     Troy  was  twice  rac't,  and  Troy  deferu'd  that 
wracke, 
The  valiant  (halfe  Diuine  bred)  Hercules, 
Redeem'd  this  Towne  from  blacke  mortality, 
And  my  bright  Aunt  from  death,  when  he  furcharg'd 
The  virgin  fedde  Sea-monfter  with  his  club. 
For  my  owne  Grand- fire,  great  Laomedo?i, 
Denied  the  Heroe,  both  the  meede  propos'd. 
And  (moft  ingratefuU)  fhut  him  from  the  Gates  : 
Troy  therefore  drew  iufl  ruine  on  it  felfe  : 
Tis  true,  our  Aunt  was  borne  away  to  Greece, 
Who  with  more  iuflice  might  tranfport  her  hence, 
Then  he  whofe  prife  fhe  was  ?  bold  Telamon 
For  ventring  firll  vpon  the  wals  of  T'oy, 
Alcides  gaue  her  to  the  Sabnine  Duke. 
Detayning  her  ?  whom  keepes  he  but  his  owne  ? 
Were  fhe  my  prifoner  I  fhould  do  the  like. 
By  loice  fhe's  worth  the  keeping. 
Par.     Then  of  force, 


The  Iron  Aj^e.  267 

Shee  mufl  be  worth  the  fetching. 

He^.     Fetch  her  that  hfl. :  my  reuerent  King  and 
father, 
If  you  purfue  this  expedition, 
By  the  vntaunted  honor  of  thefe  armes 
That  Hue  imblazon'd  on  my  burnifli't  fliield. 
It  is  without  good  caufe,  and  I  deuine 
Of  all  your  flouriOiing  line,  by  which  the  Gods 
Haue  re(flified  your  fame  aboue  all  Kings, 
Not  one  fhal  hue  to  meate  your  Sepulchre, 
Or  trace  your  funerall  Heralds  to  the  Tombes 
Of  your  great  AncefLours  :  oh  for  your  honour 
Take  not  vp  vniuft  Armes. 

^ne.     Prince  He^ors  words 
Will  draw  on  him  the  imputation 
Of  feare  and  cowardefie. 

Troi.     Fie  brother  HeBor, 
If  our  Aunts  rape,  and  Troycs  dedrucflion 
Bee  not  reueng'd,  their  feuerall  blemifhes 
The  aged  hand  of  Time  can  neuer  wipe 
From  our  fucceffion. 

Par.     'Twill  be  regiftred 
That  all  King  Prianis  fonnes  faue  one  were  willing 
And  forward  to  reuenge  them  on  the  Greekes, 
Onely  that  Heflor  durfl  not. 

Heil,    Ha,  durfl  not  didfl  thou  fay?  effeminate  boy, 
Go  get  you  to  your  Sheepe-hooke  and  your  Scrip, 
Thou  look'fl  not  like  a  Souldier,  there's  no  fire 
Within  thine  eyes,  nor  quills  vpon  thy  chinne, 
Tell  me  I  dare  not  ?  go,  rife,  get  you  gone, 
Th'art  fitter  for  young  Oeno?ts  company 
Then  for  a  bench  of  fouldiers :  here  comes  one, 
Antenor  is  returned. 

E7iter  Antenor. 

Pri.     Welcome  Ante?ior^   what's   the   newes   from 

Greece  ? 
Ante.     Newes  of  difhonour  to  the  name  of  Priam^ 
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Your  Highneffc  Sifter  faire  Hcfione : 

Eflecm'd  there  as  a  flrumpet,  and  no  Qucene  ; 

(After  comi)laint)  when  I  ])ropos'd  your  Maiefly 

Would  fetcli  lier  thence  perforce,  had  you  but  feene 

With  what  difdainefuU  pride,  and  bitter  taunts 

They  tofl  my   threats  :    'twould    haue    inflam'd  your 

fpleene 
With  more  then  common  rage,  neuer  was  Princeffe 
So  bafely  vf 'd  :  neuer  Embafiadour 
With  fuch  difhonour  fent  from  Princes  Court, 
As  I  was  then  from  that  of  Te/amons, 
Of  Agamemnoiis  and  the  Spartan  Kings. 

Priam.     I  fliall  not  dye  in  peace,  if  thefe  difgraces 
Liue  vnreueng'd. 

HcH.     By  loice  wee'le  fetch  her  thence, 
Or  make  all  populous  Greece  a  Wilderneffe, 
Paris  a  hand,  wee  are  friends,  now  Greece  fhall  finde 
And  thou  flialt  know  what  mighty  Heftor  dares. 
When  all  th'  vnited  Kings  in  Armes  fhall  rue 
This  bafe  difhonour  done  to  Priams  blood. 

Par.     Heare    Gracious    fir,    my   dreame    in    Ida 
Mount, 
Beneath  the  fhadow  of  a  Cedar  fleeping. 
Celefliall  Iu7io,  Venus^  and  the  Goddeffe 
Borne  from  the  braine  of  mighty  Iiipiter, 
Thefe  three  prefent  me  with  a  golden  Ball, 
On  which  was  writ,  Detur pidcherrimce^ 
Giue't  to  the  fairefl :  Iimo  proffers  wealth. 
Scepters  and  Crownes  :  faith,  fhe  will  make  me  rich. 
Next  fleps  forth  Pallas  with  a  golden  Booke, 
Saith,  reach  it  me.  Pie  teach  thee  Litterature, 
Knowledge  and  Arts,  make  thee  of  all  mofl  wife. 
Next  fmiling  Venus  came,  with  fuch  a  looke 
Able  to  rauifh  mankind e  :  thus  befpake  mee, 
Make    that    Ball    mine  ?    the    faireft    Queene    that 

breathes, 
I'le  in  requitall,  cafl  into  thine  armes. 
How  can  I  ftand  againft  her  golden  fmiles. 
When  beautie  promifl  beauty  %  fliee  preuayl'd  : 


The  Iron  Age.  269 

To  her  I  gaue  the  prife,  with  which  fliee  mounted 
Like  to  a  Starre  from  earth  Ihott  vp  to  Heauen. 
Now  if  in  Greece  (as  fome  report)  be  Ladies 
Peereleffe  for  beauty,  wherefore  might  not  Paris 
By  Vemis  ayde  fayle  hence  to  Grecia^ 
And  quit  the  rape  of  faire  IIefio?ie, 
By  fleahng  thence  the  Queene  mod  beautifull, 
That  feedes  vpon  the  honey  of  that  ayre  1 

Pri.     That    amorous    Goddeffe    borne   vpon    the 
waues 
AfTifl  thee  in  thy  voyage,  we  will  rigge 
A  royall  fleete  to  waft  thee  into  Greece. 
yEneas  with  our  fonne  Deiphohis^ 
And  other  Lords  fhall  beare  thee  company. 
What  thinke  our  fonnes  He^or  and  Troylus 
Of  Paris  expedition  ? 

He^.     As  an  attempt  the  Heauens  haue  caufe  to 
profper. 
Go  brother  Paris^  if  thou  bring'fl  a  Queene, 
Hc5lor  will  be  her  Champion  ;  then  let's  fee 
What  Greeke  dare  fetch  her  hence. 

Fri.     Straight  giue  order 
To  haue  his  Fleet  made  ready. 

Enter  Caflandra  with  her  haire  about  her  eares. 

Caffan.      Stay  Priam,   Paris  ceafe,    flay    Troian 
Peeres 
To  plot  your  vniuerfall  ouerthrow. 
What   hath   poore    Troy   deferu'd,   that   you    fhould 

kindle 
Flames  to  deflroy  it  % 

Pa.     What  intends  Caffandra  ? 
Caff.     To  quench  bright  burning  Troy^  to  fecure 
thee, 
To  faue  Old  Priam  and  his  fifty  fonnes. 
(The  royal'fl  iffue,  that  e're  King  enioy'de) 
To  keepe  the  reuerent  haires  of  Hecuba, 
From  being  torne  off  by  her  owne  fad  hands. 
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Pri.     Cajfandnis  madde. 

Caff.     You  are  mad,  all  Troy  is  madde. 
And  railes  before  it's  ruine. 

HcH.     What  would  my  nacr? 

Caff.     Stay  this   bold  youth   my  brother,  who  by 
water 
Would  fayle  to  bring  fire  which  fhall  bume  all  Troy. 
Stay  him,  oh  flay  him,  ere  thefe  golden  roofes 
Melt  o're  our  heads,  before  thefe  glorious  Turrets 
Bee  burnt  to  aflies.     Ere  cleare  Simois  flreames 
ilunne  with  bloud  royall,  and  Scama?ider  Plaine, 
In  which  Troy  ftands  bee  made  a  Sepulchre 
To  bury  Troy,  and  Troiaiis. 

Pri.     Away  with  her,  fome  falfe  deuining  fpirit 
Enuying  the  honour  we  fliall  gaine  from  Greece ^ 
Would  trouble  our  defignements. 

Hea.     Royall  fir, 
Caffa?idra  is  a  Veflall  Propheteffe, 
And  confecrate  to  Pallas  ;  oft  infpir'd. 
Then  lend  her  gracious  audience. 

Troil.     So  let  our  Aunt 
Bee  flill  a  flaue  in  Greece,  and  wee  your  fonnes 
Bee  held  as  cowards. 

y^ne.     Let  Afitenors  wrongs 
Bee  bafely  fwallowed,  and  the  name  of  Troy 
Be  held  a  word  of  fcorne. 

Caff.     Then  let  Troy  burne, 
Let  the    Greekes  clap  their  hands,  and  warme  them- 

felues 
At  this  bright  Bone-fire  :  dream'd  not  Hecuba 
The  night  before  this  fatall  Youth  was  borne, 
That  fhee  brought  forth  a  fire-brand  ? 

Hecu.     'Tis  moft  true. 

Caff.    And  when  King  Priam  to  the  Preifl  reueal'd 
This  ominous  dreame,  hee  with  the  Gods  confulted, 
And  from  the  Oracle  did  this  returne. 
That  the  Childe  borne  fhould  flately  Ilion  burne. 

Par.     And  well  the  Prophet  guefl,  for  my  defire 
To  vifit  Greece,  burnes  with  a  quenchlefle  fire : 
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Nor  from  this  flaming  brand  fhall  I  be  free, 
Till  I  haue  left  rich  Troy^  and  Sparta  fee. 

CaJ).     Yet  Hecuba,  ere  thou  thy  Priam  loofe, 
And  Priam  ere  thou  loofe  thy  Hecuba^ 

Pri.     Away  with  her. 

Caff.     Why  fpeakes  not  in  this  cafe  Andromache  ? 
Thou  fhalt  loofe  a  Be^or,  who's  yet  thine. 
Why  good  ^neas  dofl  thou  fpeech  forbeare  ? 
Thou  hop'fl  in  time  another  Troy  to  reare, 
When  this  is  fackt,  and  therefore  thou  flandft  mute, 
All  flrooke  with  filence ;  none  aflift  my  fuite. 

Pri.     Force  her  away  and  lay  her  faft  in  hold. 

Caff.     Then    Troy,   no    Troy,    but   aflies  ;    and   a 
place 
Where  once  a  Citty  flood  :  poore  Priam,  thou 
That  fhalt  leaue  fatherleffe  fifty  faire  fonnes, 
And  this  thy  fruitfull  Queene,  a  defolate  widdow, 
And  Ilium  now  no  Pallace  for  a  King, 
But  a  confufed  heape  of  twice  burnt  bricke. 
They  that  thy  beauty  wondred,  fhall  admire 
To  fee  thy  Towers  defac'd  with  GreekiJIi  fire.        Exit. 

Pri.     Thou  art  no  Sibill,  but  from  fury  fpeak'fl, 
Not  infpiration  we  reguard  thee  not. 
Come  valiant  fonnes,  wee'le  firfl  prepare  our  fhips, 
And  with  a  royall  Fleete  well  rigg'd  to  fea 
Seeke  iufl  reuenge  for  faire  Hefiotie. 

Exeunt  omnes,  manet  Paris,  to  hi7n  Oenon  who  in  his 
going  out  plucks  her  backe. 

Oen.     Know  you  not  mee  % 

Par.     Who  art  thou  % 

Oen.     View  mee  well. 
And  what  I  am,  my  lookes  and  teares  will  teach  thee. 

Par,     Oenon  %  what  brought  thee  hither  % 

Oen.     To  fee  Ida  bare 
Of  her  tall  Cedars,  to  fee  fhipwrights  fquare 
The  trunks  of  new  feld  Pines  :  Asking  the  caufe, 
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So  many  Hatchets,  Hammers,  Plowes  and  Sawes 
Were  thither  brought :  They  gan  mee  thus  to  greete, 
With  thefc  tall  Cedars  we  mud  build  a  fleete 
For  Paris ;   who  in  that  mufl,  iiiyle  to  Greece^ 
To  fetch  a  new  wife  thence. 

Far.     And  my  faire  Oman, 
Know  that  they  told  truth,  for  'tis  decreed 
Euen  by  the  Gods  behefl,  that  I  fliould  fpeed 
Vpon  this  new  aduenture  :  The  Gods  all, 
That  made  mee  iudge  to  giue  the  golden  Ball. 
Harke.  harke,  the  Saylers  cry  aboard,  aboard  ; 
The  Winde  blowes  faire,  fare-well. 

Oenon.     Heare  me  one  word. 
By  our  firfl  loue,  by  all  our  amorous  kiffes, 
Courtings,  imbraces,  and  ten  thoufand  bliffes 
I  coniure  thee,  that  thou  in  Troy  may'fl  flay. 

Par.     They  cry  aboard,  and  Paris  mufl  away. 

Oen.     What  need'fl  thou  plowe  the  leas  to  feeke 
a  Wife, 
Hauing  one  here,  to  hazard  thy  fweete  life, 
/    Seeking  a  Strumpet  through  warres  fierce  alarmes, 
'    And  haue  fo  kind  a  wife  lodg'd  in  thine  armes. 

Par.     Sweete  Oenon^  flay  me  not,  vnclafpe  thine 
hold. 

Oen.     Not  for  Troyes  crowne  or  all  the  Sun-gods 
Gold. 
Canfl  thou  ?  oh  canfl  thou  thy  fweete  life  indanger, 
And  leaue  thine  owne  wife  to  feeke  out  a  flranger  % 

Pa.     I  can,  farewell. 

Oen.     Oh  yet  a  little  flay. 

Pa.     Let  go  thine  hold,  or  I  fhall  force  my  way. 

Oen.     Oh  do  but  looke  on  me,  yet  once  againe. 
Though  now  a  Prince,  thou  waft  an  humble  fwaine, 
And  then  I  was  thine  Oenon.     (Oh  fad  fate) 
I  craue  thy  loue,  I  couet  not  thy  ftate ; 
Still  I  am  Oe?i07i ;  flill  thou  Paris  art 
The  felfe-fame  man,  but  not  the  felfe-fame  heart. 

Par.     Vntie,  or  I  fhall  breake  thy  charming  band, 
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Neptune  afTifl.  my  courfe  :  thou  loue  my  hand.       Exit. 
Oen.     Mofl  cruell,  mod  vnkind,   hadll  thou   thus 
faid 
The  night  before  thou  hadfl  my  Maiden-head, 
I  had  beene  free  to  chufe,  and  thou  to  wiue  ; 
Not  widdowed  now,  my  husband  flill  aHue. 

Enter  King  Menelaus,  King  Diomed,  Therfites,  a 
Lord  Embaffadour  with  Attendants. 

Mene.     King  Diomed^  Sparta  is  proud  to  fee  you, 
Your  comming  at  this  time's  more  feafonable, 
In  that  wee  haue  imployment  for  your  wifedome 
And  royall  valour. 

Diom.     The  Chritian  Scepter  now  in  contrauerfie 
(As  this  Embaffadour  hath  late  inform'd) 
Defpifmg  that  vfurping  hand,  which  long 
Hath  againfl  Law  and  luflice  fwayd  and  borne  it, 
Offers  it  felfe  to  your  prote6lion. 
Is  it  not  fo  my  Lord  ? 

Embaffa.     You  truely  vnderftand  our  Embafie. 

Ther.     Meftelaus ! 

Mene.     What  faith  Therfites  ? 

Ther.     That  Heauen  hath  many  Starres  in't,  but  no 
eyes, 
And  cannot  fee  defert.     The  Goddeffe  Fortune 
Is  head-winkt,  why  elfe  fhould  fhe  proffer  thee 
Another  Crowne  that  hath  one  :  (Grand  Sir  loue) 
What  a  huge  heape  of  bufmeffe  flialt  thou  haue, 
Hauing  another  Kingdome  %  being  in  Creete^ 
Sparta  will  go  to  wracke,  being  in  Sparta^ 
Creete  will  to  ruine  :  To  haue  more  then  thefe 
Such  a  bright  Laffe  as  Hellen  :  Hellen  %  oh  ! 
'Mud  haue  an  eye  to  her  too,  fie,  fie,  fie, 
Poore  man  how  thou'lt  bee  pull'd  ! 

Mene.     Why   thinkes   Therfites   my   bright   Hcllcns 
beauty 
Is  not  with  her  faire  vertues  equaliz'd  ? 

Ther.     Yes,  I  thinke  fo,  and  Hellen  is  an  affe, 
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But  thou  bcleeu'il  fo  too. 

Diom.     Tha'fites  is  a  rayler. 

Thcr.     No,  I  difclaim't,  I  am  a  Counfellor. 
I  haue  knowne  a  fellow  matcht  to  a  faire  wife, 
That  hath  had  ne're  a  Kingdome  :  thou  hafl  two 
To  looke  to,  (fcarce  a  houfe)  thou  many  Pallaces». 
Hce  fcarce  a  Page,  and  thou  a  thoufand  feruants  : 
Yet  hee  hauing  no  more,  yet  had  too  much 
To  looke  to  one  faire  wife. 

Diom.     Were  not  the  King 
Well  gi-ounded  in  the  vertues  of  his  Queene, 
Thy  words  Therfites  might  fet  odds  betwixt  them. 

Menc.     My  Hellcn  ?  therein  am  I  happiefl : 
Know  Diomed^  her  beauty  I  preferre 
Before  the  Crownes  of  Sparta^  and  of  Creete. 
Muficke  !  I  know  my  Lady  then  is  comming, 

Muftcke  within. 
To  giue  kind  welcome  to  King  Diomed, 
Strowe  in  her  way  fweete  powders,  burne  Perfume, 
And  where  my  Hellen  treads  no  feete  prefume. 

Ther.     'Twere  better  flrowe  horne-fhauings. 

Enter  Hellen  with  waiting  Gentlewomen  and 
Seruants. 

HeL^    'Tis  told  vs  this  EmbalTadour  doth  flay 
To  take  my  husband,  my  deare  Lord  away. 

Men.     True    Hellen.,    'tis    a   Kingdome   calls    me 

hence. 
Hel.     A  Kingdome!  hath  your  Hellen  fuch  fmall 
grace. 
That  you  preferre  a  Kingdome  'fore  her  face  ? 
You  value  me  too  cheape,  and  doe  not  know 
The  worth  and  value  of  the  face  you  owe. 
Ther.     I  had  rather  haue  a  good  Calues  face. 
Hel.     Thefeus,  that  in  my  non-age  did  affaile  mee  : 
And  being  too  young  for  paflime,  thence  did  haile 

me  : 
Hee,  to  haue  had  the  leafl  part  of  your  bliffe 
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Oft  proffered  mee  a  Kingdome  for  a  kiffe. 
You  furfeit  in  your  pleafures,  fwimme  in  fport, 
But  fir,  from  hencefortli  I  fliall  keepe  you  fhort. 

Dio.     Faire   Queen e,  'tis  honour  calls  him  hence 
away. 

Hel.     What's  that   to   Hellen,  if  fhee'le  haue  him 
aay? 
Say  I  Ihould  weepe  at  parting,  (which  I  feare) 
Some  for  ten  Kingdomes  would  not  haue  a  teare 
Fall  from  his  Hellens  eye,  but  hee's  vnkind. 
And  cares  not  though  I  weepe  my  bright  eyes  blind. 

Enter  a  Spartan  Lord, 

Sp.  L.     Great  King,  we  haue  difcouer'd  from  the 
fhoare 
A  gallant  Fleete  of  fhips,  that  with  full  fayle 
Make  towards  the  Port. 

Mene.     What  number? 

Sp.  L.     Some  two  and  twenty  Sayle. 

Men.     Difcouer  them  more  amply,  and  make  good 
The  Hauen  againfl  them,  till  we  know  th'  intent 
Of  their  arriue. 

Sp.  L.     My  Royall  Lord  I  fhall. 

Men.     Embaffadour  this  bufmes  once  blowne  o're, 
You  fhall  receiue  your  anfwer  inflantly. 

Hel.   You  fhall  not  goe  and  leaue  your  Helkft  here, 
Can  I  a  Kingdome  gouerne  in  your  ab fence, 
And  guide  fo  rude  a  people  as  yours  is  1 
How  fhall  I  doe  my  Lord,  when  you  are  gone, 
So  many  bleake  cold  nights  to  lye  alone  ] 
Y'haue  vf 'd  mee  fo  to  fellowfhip  in  bed. 
That  fhould  I  leaue  it,  I  fliould  foone  be  dead : 
Troth  I  fhall  neuer  indure  it. 

Men.     xvly  fweete  Hclien, 
Was  neuer  King  blefl  with  fo  chafte  a  \\afe. 

Enter  the  Spartan  Lord. 
Men.     The  newes?  whence  is  their  Fleete  1 
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Sp.  L.     From  Ti'oy, 

Men.     The  Gcncrall  % 

Sp.  L.     Priams  fonne. 

Men.     Their  expedition  ? 

Sp.  L.     To   feeke   adaenturcs   and   flrange  Lands 
abroad, 
And  thoiigli  now  weather-beat,  yet  brauer  men 
!More  rich  in  lewells,  coflher  araide, 
Or  better  featur'd  ne're  eye  beheld, 
Efpecially  the  Prince  their  Generall, 
Pai'is  of  T)'oy  one  of  King  Priams  fonnes. 

Bel.     Brauer  then  thefe  our  Lacedemo7is  are  ? 

Sp.  L.     Madam,  by  much. 

Hcl.     How  is  the  Prince  of  Troy 
To  Menelaiis  mighty  Spartaiis  King  ? 

Sp.  L.     Prince  Mc?ielaus  is  my  Soueraigne  Madam, 
But  might  I  freely  fpeake  without  offence, 
(Excepting  Menelaus)  neuer  breath'd 
A  brauer  Gallant  then  the  Troian  Prince. 

Men.     What   Intertainment   fhall   wee   giue    thefe 
flrangers  % 

Hel.       What  ?    but    the    choyce    that    Lacedemon 
yeelds. 
If  they  come  braue,  our  brauery  let.vs  fhow, 
That  what  our  Sparta  yeelds,  their  Troy  may  know  : 
Let  them  not  fay  they  found  vs  poore  and  bare. 
Or  that  our  Grecian  Ladies  are  leffe  faire 
Then  theirs  :  giue  them  occafion  to  relate 
At  their  returne,  how  Avee  exceede  their  flate. 

Mene.     Hellen  hath  well  aduis'd,  and  for  the  befl 
Her  counfell  with  our  honour  doth  agree. 
All  Spartaes  pompe  is  for  the  Troians  free. 

Hell.     Oh   had   I   known   their  Landing  one  day 
fooner. 
That  Hellen  might  haue  trim'd  vp  her  attire 
Againft  this  meeting,  then  rny  radiant  beauty 
I  doubt  not,  might  in  Troy  be  tearm'd  as  faire, 
As  through  all  Greece  I  am  reputed  rare. 
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Aflourijh.    Enter  Paris,  ^neas,  Deiphobus,  Antenor, 
Menelaus  a7id  Diomed  embrace  Paris  and  the  rcjl : 
Paris  tiirnes  from  them  and  kijfeth  Hellen,  all  way 
Jhee  with  her  hand  puts  him  backe. 

Hell.     'Tis  not  the  Spartan  failiion  thus  to  greet 
Vpon  the  Hps,  when  royall  flrangers  meete. 
I  know  not  what  your  Afia?t  Court-fhip  is. 
Oh  loue,  how  fweetely  doth  this  Troian  kiffe  % 

Par.     Beare   with    a    flranger   Lady,    though   vn- 
knowne  ; 
That's  pra6lis'd  in  no  fafhion  faue  his  owne. 
Hee  that  his  fault  confeffeth  ne're  offends. 
Nor  can  hee  iniure,  that  no  wrong  intends. 

Hell,     To  kiffe  mee  !  why  before  fo  many  eyes 
The  King  could  do  no  more  :  would  fortune  bring 
This  flranger  there  where  1  haue  met  the  King. 

Mene.      Patience,  fvveet   Hellen^    Trolans  welcome 
all. 
You  fliall  receiue  the  princeliefl  entertaine 
Sparta  can  yeeld  you,  but  fome  late  affaires 
About  the  Cretan  fcepter  calls  vs  hence. 
That  bufmeffe  once  determin'd  wee  are  yours. 
In  the  meane  time  faire  Hellen  bee't  your  charge 
To  make  their  welcome  in  my  abfence  large. 

They  all  go e  off  with  aflouriJJi^  onely  Paris 
and  Hellen  keepe  the  Stage. 

Par.     Oh  loue  my  dreame  !  fweete  Ve?ius  ayde  my 
prayer, 
And  keepe  thy  word  :  behold  a  face  more  faire 
Then  thou  thy  felfe  canfL  fhewe,  this  is  the  fame 
Thou  promift  me  in  Ida,  this  I  claime. 
Giue  me  this  face  faire  Venus,  and  that's  all 
I'le  aske  in  guerdon  of  the  golden  Ball. 

Hel.     Of  what  rare  mettall  is  this  Troian  made  ? 
That  one  poore  kiffe  hath  power  fo  to  perfvvade, 
Here  at  my  lips  the  fweetneffe  did  beginne. 
And  fmce  hath  pad  through  all  my  powers  within  : 
Oh  kiffe  mee  if  thou  lou'fl  me  once  againe, 
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I  feele  the  firfl  kiffc  thrill  through  cucry  veine. 

Par.     Quccne  I  muR  fpcaku  with  you. 

Hell,     Mua  % 

Par.     Ilcllcn^  I, 
I  haue  but  two  wayes  to  take,  to  fpeake,  or  dye  : 
Grant  my  tongue  pardon  then,  or  turne  your  head 
And  fay  you  will  not,  and  fo  (Irike  me  dead. 

Hcl.     Liue  and  fay  on,  but  if  your  words  offend, 
If  my  tongue  can  deflroy,  you're  neare  your  end. 

Par.     Oh  loue^  that  I  had  now  an  Angels  voyce 
As  you  an  Angels  fliape  haue,  that  my  words 
Might  found  as  fpheare-like  muficke  in  your  eare. 
That  loue  himfelfe  whom  I  mufl  call  to  witneffe, 
Would  now  fland  forth  in  perfon  to  approoue 
What  I  now  fpeake,  Hellen^  Hcllen  I  loue. 
Chide  mee,  I  care  not ;  tell  your  husband,  doe, 
Feareleffe  of  death,  behold,  I  boldly  woe. 
For  let  mee  liue,  bright  Hellen  to  inioy, 
Or  let  mee  neuer  backe  refayle  to  Troy  : 
For  you  I  came,  your  fame  hath  hither  driuen  mee. 
Whom  golden  Venus  hath  by  promife  giuen  mee. 
I  lou'd  you  ere  I  faw  you  by  your  fame, 
Report  of  your  rare  beauty  to  Troy  came. 
But  more  then  bruite  can  tell,  or  fame  emblazon 
Are  thefe  diuine  perfections  that  I  gaze  on. 

Hel.     Infolent  flranger,  is  my  Name  fo  light 
Abroad  in  Troy,  that  thou  at  the  firfl  fight 
Shouldfl  hope  to  ftrumpet  vs  ?  thinks  Priams  fonne, 
The  Sparta7i  Queen e  can  be  fo  eafily  wonne  % 
Becaufe  once  Thefeus  rauifht  vs  from  hence, 
And  did  to  vs  a  kind  of  violence  : 
Followes  it  therefore  wee  are  of  fuch  price, 
That  ftolne  hence  once,  we  fhould  be  rauifh't  twice  ? 

Par.     That  Thefeus  flole  you  hence  (by  Heauen) 
I  praife  him, 
And  for  that  a6l  I  to  the  skies  will  raife  him. 
That  hee  return'd  you  backe  by  loue  I  wonder, 
Had  I  beene  Thefeus,  hee  that  fhould  afunder 
Haue  parted  vs,  and  fnatcht  you  from  my  bed  : 
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Firll    from    my    Ihoulders    fliould    haue    taiic    this 

head. 
Oh  that  you  were  the  prize  of  fome  great  ftrife, 
And    hee   that   winnes    might    claime    you    as    his 

wife, 
Your  felfe  fhould  finde,  and  all  the  world  fliould  fee 
Melkn,  a  prife  alone  ordain'd  for  mee. 

Hel.     I  am  not  angry  ;  who  can  angry  be 
With  him  that  loues  her  ?  they  that  Paris  fee, 
And  heare  the  wonders  and  rare  deedes  you  boafl, 
And  warlike  fpoyles  in  which  you  glory  moft  : 
By  which  you  haue  attaind  'mongft  fouldiers  grace, 
None  can  beleeue  you  that  beholds  your  face. 
They  that  this  lonely  Troian  fee,  will  fay ; 
Hee  was  not  made  for  v/arre,  but  amorous  play. 

Pa.     Loue  amorous  Paris  then. 

Hel.     My  fame  to  endanger  % 

Par.     I  can  be  fecret  Lady. 

Hel.     And  a  flranger  ? 
Say  I  fliould  grant  thee  loue,  as  thou  fhouldfl  clime 
My  long  wiflit  bed  _;  if  at  th'  appointed  time 
The  Winde  fliould  alter,  and  blow  faire  for  Troy^ 
Thou  mull  breake  off  in  midd'fl,  of  all  thy  loy. 

Par.     Not  for  great  Spartaes   Crowne,   or   Afiaes 
Treafure, 
(That  exceedes  Spartaes)  would  I  loofe  fuch  pleafure. 

Hel.     Would  it  were  come  to  that. 

Par.     Your  Knsbdind' Menelaus  hither  bring, 
Compare  our  fliapes,  our  youth  and  euery  thing, 
I  make  you  ludgeffe,  wrong  me  if  you  can : 
You  needes  mufl  fay  I  am  the  properer  man. 

Hel.     I  mufl  confeffe  that  too. 

Par.     Then  loue  mee  Lady. 

Hel.     Had  you  then  fett  fayle, 
When  my  virginity,  and  bed  to  enioy 
A  thoufand  gallant  princely  Suiters  came  ? 
Had  I  beheld  thee  firfl,  I  here  proclaime. 
Your  feature  fliould  haue  borne  mee  from  the  refl.. 
You  come  too  late,  and  couet  goods  poffeft. 
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Par.     I  came  for  Hclle?!.^  Hdletis  loue  I  craue, 
Hcllm  I  loue,  and  Hdlcfi  I  mufl  haue  : 
Or  in  tliis  Prouincc  wlicre  I  vent  my  mones, 
rie  begge  a  Tombe  for  my  exiled  bones. 

A  flouriJJi.  Ejiter  Menelaiis,  Diomed,  Therfites, 
7vith  Spartan  Lords :  yKneas,  Deiphobus,  An- 
tenor,  C^c. 

A  banquet  is  brought  in. 

Men.     Now  Prince  of  Iroy,   our  bufmeffe   being 
o're 
This  day  in  Lacedemon,  you  fliall  feafl 
Fan's,  wee  are  proud  of  fuch  a  Princely  guefl- 

T/ier.     Thus   euery   man   is   borne    to    his    owne 
Fate. 
Now  it  raines  Homes,  let  each  man  fliield  his  Pate. 

Hel.     This  royalty  extended  to  the  welcome 
Oi  Priam s  fonne,  is  more  then  Aftaes  King 
Would  yeeld  vnto  the  greatefl  Prince  of  Greece, 
AVhat  is  this  Paris  whom  you  honour  fo  ? 

Men.     Why  askes  my  Queene  ? 

Hel.     May   not   this   proud,   this    beauty   vanting 
Troian, 
In  a  fmooth  browe  hide  blacke  and  rugged  Treafon  ? 

Men.     Hee  fuch  an  one  ?  rather  a  giddy  braine, 
A  forma  11  traueller.     King  Diomed 
Your  cenfure  of  this  Troian  ? 

Diom.     A    Capring,    Carpet    Knight,    a    Cufhion 
Lord, 
One  that  hath  flald  his  Courtly  trickes  at  home, 
And  now  got  leaue  to  publifli  them  abroad 
Hee's  a  meere  toy. 

Men.     Therfites  your  opinion. 
Did'ft  euer  fee  wifdome  thus  attir'd  ? 

Ther.     I  haue  knowne  villany  hath  lookt  as  fmooth 
As  yon  briske  fellow. 

Meiie,     I  am  a  foole  then  fay. 

Ther,     And  fo  thou  art, 
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To  hugge  the  Serpent  fraud  fo  neere  your  heart. 

Men.     Shallow  Thei-fites,  my  faire  Prince  of  Troy    7 
Welcome,  come  fit  betwixt  my  Queene  and  mee.  \^ 

Ther.     Hee'le  one  day  fland  betwixt  thy  Queene  j 
and  thee. 
I  haue  obferu'd,  'tis  flill  the  Cuckolds  fate 
To    hugge    that    knaue    who    helps    to    home    his 
pate. 
Men.     Fill  me  a  (landing  Bowie  of  Greekijh  wine  : 
Prince  PariSj  to  your  Royall  Fathers  health. 
Far.     Thankes  Menelaus.     Here  King  Diomed. 
Dio.     To  you  JEneas. 
yEne.      Ther f ties ^  'tmuil  go  round. 
Ther.     Not   I,  full   bowles   make   empty   braines, 

not  I. 
Me7ie.     Hellen,  the  more  to  dignifie  his  welcome 
Beginne  a  health  to  aged  Hecuba. 

Ther.     Men  may  be  drunke,  but  hee's  a  drunken 
foole 
That  brings  his  wife  vp  in  the  Drinking-fchoole. 
Hel.     Prince  Paris,  to  the  reuerent  Hecuba. 
Par.     Will  the  Spartan  King  vouchfafe  the  pledge 

of  Priams  Queene  ? 
Men.     Prince  Diomed,  and  fo  to  you  Therfites, 
This  health  mufl  needes  paffe  round. 

Ther.     'Twill  make  you  all  turne  round  before  you 

part. 
Diom.     To  you  Therfites. 

Ther.  'Tis  better  Hue  in  fire,  then  dye  in  wine  : 
That  burnes  but  earth,  this  drownes  a  thing  diuine. 
I'le  fcald  my  foule  no  more. 

Hel.     You  looke  not  well  Prince  Paris,   on   my 
Hfe 
His  Colour  comes  and  goes,  are  you  not  ficke  ? 

Ther.     Sicke  !   and  fo  many  healths,  how  can  that 

bee? 
Par.     Peace  Cinicke,  barke  not  dogge  :  King,  by 
your  leaue 
I'le  haue  one  health  to  beauteous  Hellena. 
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Men.     It  fliall  be  pledg'd  Prince  Paris. 
Ther.     Drinke  till  you  all  drop  downc,  but  when 
you  fall, 
Looke  that  the  Queene  lie  vnder-mofl  of  all. 
Par.     rie  haue  T/ierfitcs  pledge  this. 
Ther.     Tie  be  no  drunkard,  Kings  and  Queene  Tie 

rife. 
Par.     Drinke  this  or  eate  my  fword. 
Ther.     Say  fo,  I'le  kiffe  the  cup, 
Hel.     You  are  not  well  Prince  Parts,  walke  with 

mee. 
Par.     With  you  !  what  you  %  you  are  the  Queene  of 

hearts. 
Hel.     This  Chayre  feme  for  your  bed,  lye  downe 

and  fleepe. 
Par.     Thankes  Queene  :  to  all  good  night. 

Heefleepes. 
Men.     How  now  Therfites  ?  this  your  politition  % 
A  fhallow  weake  braine  Courtier. 

Dio.     Alas  poore  puny  Prince,  in  troth  Therfites 
You  were  deceiu'd  in  him. 

Ther.  I  knewe  hee  was  either  a  politician  or  a 
drunkard,  your  younger  Brothers  for  the  mofl  part  are 
fo. 

Men.     Well  my  faire  Queene,  whil'fl  wee  prepare 
for  Creete, 
Feafl  you  the  Prince  :  though  his  behauiour's  rude, 
Let  vs  be  royall,  bounty  of  all  things 
Doth  beft  exprefle  the  Maiefty  of  Kings. 

Exeunt  all.,  but  Paris  and  Hellen,  at  which  heefiarts  vp 
fro?n  his  Chaire  and  takes  her  by  the  ha?td. 

Par.     Are  they  all  gone  1  then  pardon  mee  fweete 
Queene, 
I  was  not  as  I  feem'd,  but  I  am  now 
What  once  I  vow'd,  a  Prince  captiu'd  to  you. 

Hel.     No  Pa?'is  no,  I  am  the  Queene  of  hearts. 

Par.     And  fo  you  are,  the  Empreffe  of  all  hearts  : 
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Celefliall  Hcllen^  fhall  I  bee  eterniz'd 
In  the  fruition  of  your  heauenly  loue  ? 

Hel.     And  you  deferue  it  well  :  O  Prince  !  fie,  fie, 
Diffemble  with  your  friends  fo  cunningly  % 

Par.     My  loue  faire  Queene  exceedes  the  loue  of 
friends, 
And  therefore  had  the  royall  King  your  Husband 
Exprefl  more  loue  to  mee  then  euer  Monarch 
Did  to  a  flranger  Prince,  it  could  not  though 
Leafen  my  zeale  to  you  :  fpeake  fayreft  Queene 
That  euer  fpake,  this  night  fhall  we  agree 
To  confecrate  to  pleafure  and  delights : 
Your  husband  left  me  charge  I  fliould  inioy 
All  that  the  Court  can  yeeld  :  if  all  %  then  you  . 
I  would  not  for  the  world,  but  you  fliould  doe 
All  that  the  King  your  Lord  commands  you  too  : 
Your  King  and  husband,  you  fmne  doubly  flill 
When  you  affent  not  to  obay  his  will : 
Speake  beauteous  Queene.     No  ?  then  it  may  be 
Shee  meanes  by  filence  to  accord  with  me  : 
I'le  trye  that  prefently,  lend  me  your  hand 
'Tis  this  I  want,  and  by  the  Kings  command 
You  are  to  let  me  haue  itl-  more  then  this, 
I  want  your  lips  to  helpe  me  make  a  kifle.  Kiffeth  her, 

Hel.     Oh  Heauen  ! 

Par.     Oh  loue,  a  ioy  aboue  all  meafure. 
To  touch  thefe  lips  is  more  then  heauenly  pleafure. 

Hel.     Befhrew   your   amorous   rhetorick    that   did 
proue 
My  husbands  will  commanded  me  to  loue, 
Or  but  for  that  iniuncflion,  Paris  know 
I  would  not  yeeld  fuch  fauours  to  beflow 
On  any  flranger,  but  fince  he  commands. 
You  may  take  more  then  eyther  lips  or  hands. 
Do  I  not  blufli  fweete  flranger?  if  I  breake 
The  Lawes  of  modefly,  thinke  that  I  fpeake, 
But  with  my  husbands  tongue,  for  I  fay  flill 
I  would  not  yeeld,  but  to  obey  his  will. 

Par.     This  night  then  without  all  fufpition, 
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The  raiiifliing  plcafures  of  your  royall  bed 
You  may  afibord  to  Par'n^ :  Ijittcr  lyierfttcs^ 
King  Diomcd,  and  your  fcruants  may  fuppofe 
By  my  late  countcrfeite  diflempcrature 
I  ayme  at  no  fuch  happincffc,  alas 
I  am  a  puny  Courtier,  a  weake  braine, 
x\  braine-ficke  young  man  ;  but  Deuinefl  Hellen^ 
When  we  get  fafe  to  Troy. 

Bel.     To  Troy  1 

Far.     Yes  Queene,  by  all  the  gods  it  is  decreed, 
That  I  Ihould  beare  you  thither  ;  Priam  knowes  it, 
And  therefore  purpofely  did  rigge  this  Fleete, 
To  waft  me  hether  ;  He  and  Hecuba^ 
My  nine  and  forty  brothers,  Princes  all 
Of  Ladies  and  bright  Virgins  infinite. 
Will  meete  vs  in  the  roade  of  Tenedos : 
Then  be  refolu'd  for  I  will  cafl  a  plot 
To  beare  you  fafe  from  hence  ! 

Hel.     This  Troyan  Prince 
Will's  more  then  any  Prince  of  Greece  dares  pleade, 
And  yet  I  haue  no  power  to  fay  him  nay : 
Well  Paris  I  befhrew  you  with  my  heart, 
That  euer  you  came  to  Sparta  (by  my  ioy 
Queene  Hellen  lyes,  and  longs  to  be  at  Troy  :) 
Yet  vfe  me  as  you  pleafe,  you  know  you  haue 
My  dearefl  loue,  and  therefore  cannot  craue 
What  He  deny ;  but  if  reproach  and  fhame 
Purfue  vs,  on  you  Paris  light  the  blame  : 
He  wafh  my  hands  of  all,  nor  will  I  yeeld 
But  by  compulfion  to  your  lead  demaund  : 
Yet  if  in  lieu  of  my  Kings  intertaine. 
You  bid  me  to  a  feafL  aboord  your  fhip, 
And  when  you  haue  me  there,  vnknowne  to  me 
Hoyfe  fayle,  weigh  Anchor,  and  beare  out  to  Sea : 
I  cannot  helpe  it,  tis  not  in  my  power 
To  let  fal  fayles,  or  ftriue  with  ftretching  oares 
To  row  me  backe  againe  :  this  you  may  do. 
But  footh  friend  Paris  He  not  yeeld  thereto. 

Par.    You  (halbe  then  compell'd,  on  me  let  all 
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The  danger  waiting  on  this  pra6tife  fall. 

E?iter  a  Spartan  Lord. 

Sp.  L.       Cajlor    and    Polhix    your    two    princely 
brothers 
Are  newly  landed,  and  to  morrow  next 
Purpofe  for  Lacedemon. 

Hd.     On  their  approach 
lie  lay  my  plot  to  efcape  away  with  Paris. 
I  haue  it :  you  fir  for  fome  fpeciall  reafon 
Their  comming  keepe  conceal'd,  but  when  to  mor- 
row 
You  fhal  perceiue  me  neere  the  water  port, 
Euen  when  thou  feefl  me  ready  to  take  Barge, 
You  apprehend  me. 

Sp.  L.     Gracious  Queene  I  do. 

Hel.     Take   that   farwel  :  now   my   fayre   princely 
guefl 
All  that  belongs  to  you's  to  inuite  Queene  Hellen 
Aboord  your  fliip  to  morrow. 

Par,     Spartaes  mirrour, 
Will  you  vouchfafe  to  a  poore  wandring  Prince 
So  much  of  grace,  will  your  high  raaiefty 
Daigne  the  acceptance  of  an  homely  banquet 
Aboord  his  weather  beaten  Barke  % 

Hel,     No  Friend, 
The  King  my  husband  is  from  Sparta  gone, 
And  I,  til  his  returne,  muft  needes  keepe  home  : 
Vrge  me  not  I  intreate,  it  is  in  vaine 
Get  me  aboord,  He  nere  turne  backe  againe. 

Par.     Nor  fhall  you  Lady,  Sparta  nor  all  Greece 
Shal  fetch  you  thence,  but  Troy  flial  fland  as  high 
On  tearmes  with    Greece^  as   Greece  hath  flood  with 
Troy.  Exeunt. 

Enter  the  Spartan  Lord. 
Sp.  L.    This  is  the  Water-port,  the  Queenes  royal 
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guefl,  hath  bound  me  to  attendance,  till  the  Prince 
and  fhee  bee  ready  to  take  Water :  Methinkes  in 
this  there  fliould  bee  fome  tricke  or  other,  (he  was 
once  flolne  away  by  lliefais^  and  this  a  gallant 
fmooth  fac'd  Prince.  The  Kings  from  home,  the 
Queenes  but  a  Woman,  the  Troians  fnips  new 
trim'd,  the  wind  (lands  fayre,  and  the  Saylors  all 
ready  aboord,  fweete  meates  and  wine,  good  words 
and  opportunity,  and  indeede  not  what?  If  both 
parties  bee  pleafde,  but  pleafde  or  not,  the  muficke 
giues  warning,  are  they  not  now  vpon  their  entrance. 

Enter  in  state  Paris,  Hellen,  Diomed,  Therfites, 
^neas,  Antenor,  Deiphebus,  &c.,  with  Attendants. 

Sp.  L.     Health    to  your-  Maieflies,  your  Princely 
brothers 
Cajlor  and  Polliix^  being  within  two  Leagues 
of  this  great  Citty,  come  to  vifite  you. 

Hel.     My  brothers  ftolne  vpon  vs  vnawares, 
Let  me  intreate  thee  royall  Diomed, 
And  you  Therfites,  do  me  fo  much  grace, 
As  glue  them  friendly  meeting. 

Diom.     Queene  we  fhall.  Exeunt. 

Hel.     Our  intertainment  fliall  be  giuen  aboord, 
Where  I  prefume,  they  Ihall  be  welcome  guefls 
To  princely  Paris. 

Pa.     As  to  your  felfe,  faire  Queene. 

Hel.     Set  forwards  then. 

Pa.      We'le    hoyfe    vp    fayle,    neere    to    returne 
againe.         Exeunt  the  Troians  with  a  great  Jhout. 

Enter  Caftor,  Pollux,  Diomed,  Therfites. 

Cafi.     Our  brother  Menelaiis  gone  for  Creete  ? 

Pol.     Our  loue  to  fee  him,  makes  vs  loofe  much 
time : 
Yet  all  our  labour  is  not  vainly  fpent, 
Since  we  fhall  fee  our  fifler. 
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Enter  the  Spartan  Lord  in  hast. 

Sp.  L.  Princes,  the  Kings  betray'd,  all  Greece  dif- 
honoured,  the  Queene  borne  hence,  the  Troians  haue 
weigh'd  anchor,  and  with  a  profperous  gale  they  beare 
from  hence  : 

Shouting  and  hurling  vp  their  caps  for  ioy, 
They  crye  farwel  to  Greece^  amayne  for  Troy. 

Ther.     Ha,  ha,  ha. 

Dio.     The  Queene  borne  hence,  with  that  fmooth 
traytor  Paris. 
See  princes  with  what  pride  they  haue  aduanc'd 
The  Amies  of  Troy  vpon  their  waning  pendants. 

Cast.     Rage  not,  but  lets  refolue  what's  to  be  done. 

Dio.     Let  fome  ride  poft  to  Creete  for  Mcnelaus. 

Sp.  L.     That  be  my  charge. 

Dio.     Who'le  after  him  to  Sea  % 

Pol.     That  wil  my  brother  Castor  and  my  felfe, 
And  perifli  there,  or  bring  my  fifler  backe. 

Dio.     Princes  be't  fo,  and  fairely  may  you  fpeed  ; 
Whilfl  I  to  Agamemnon.,  great  Achilles^ 
Vlyffes,  Nestor y  Aiax,  Idomeaft, 
And  all  the  Kings  and  Dukes  of  populous  Greece, 
Relate  the  wrongs  done  by  this  Rauifher. 
Part,  and  be  expeditious.  Exeunt  feueral  wayes. 

Ther.     Ha,  ha,  ha, 
I  fmel  this  Sea-rat  ere  he  come  a  fhoare, 
By  this  hee's  gnawing  Menelaus  Cheefe, 
And  made  a  huge  hole  in't :  Ship-dyet  pleafeth 
'Boue  all  his  Pallace  banquets,  much  good  doo't  them : 
They  are  at  it  without  grace,  by  this  both  bare  : 
Cuckold  %  no  fubie6l  with  that  name  bee  forry, 
Since  Soueraignes  may  be  fuch  in  all  their  glory. 

Explicit  AHus  primus. 


288  The  Iron  A  (re. 


i> 


An.us  fectmdits  Sccena  prima. 

Enter  Troilus  ajid  Crefida. 

Troi.     Faire  Crcfida^  by  the  honour  of  my  birth, 
As  I  am  HeHors  brother,  Priatns  forme, 
And  Troihis  bed  beloii'd  of  Hecuba, 
As  I  loue  Armes  and  fouldiers,  I  protefl, 
Thy  beauty  Hues  infhrin'd  heere  in  my  brefl. 

Cre.     As  I  am  Calchus  daughter,  Crefida^ 
High  Prieft  to  Pallas,  fliee  that  patrons  Troy  : 
Now  fent  vnto  the  Delphian  Oracle, 
To  know  what  fhal  betide  Prince  Farts  voyage, 
I  hold  the  loue  of  Troihis  dearer  farre 
Then  to  be  Queene  of  Afia. 

Troi.     Daughter    to    Calchus    and    the    pride   of 
Troy, 
Plight  me  your  hand  and  heart. 

Cre.     Faire  Heauen  I  doe. 
Will  Troilus  in  exchange  grant  me  his  too  % 

Troi.     Yes,  and  fafl  feal'd,  you  gods,   you  anger 
wTeak 
On  him  or  her,  that  firfl  this  vnion  breake. 

Cre.     So  protefls  Crefiaa,  wretched  may  they  dye, 
That  'twixt  our  foules  thefe  holy  bands  untye. 

Enter  Margaretan  one  of  Priams  you7igest  fomies. 

Marg.     My  brother  Troilus,  we  haue  newes  from 
Greece, 
Prince  Paris  is  return'd. 
Troi.     And  with  a  prife  % 
Marg.     Afia  affoords  none  fuch. 
Troi.     What  is  fhee  worth  our  Aunt  Hefione  1 
Cre.     Or  what  might  be  her  name  % 
Marg.     Helleji  of  Sparta. 
Troi.     Hellens  name 
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Hath  fcarce  been  lieard  in  Troy. 

Marg.     But  now  her  fame 
Will  bee  eterniz'd,  for  a  face  more  faire 
Sunne  neuer  flione  on,  nor  the  earth  e're  bare. 
Why  flay  you  here  ?  by  this  Farts  and  fhee 
Are  landed  in  the  Port  of  Tenedos, 
There  Priam^  Hecuba^  HeBor^  all  Troy 
Meete  the  mid- way  to  attend  the  Spartan  Queen e. 

Troi.     In  that  faire  Traine,    my   Crefida  flial   be 
fure 
Of  rarer  heauty  then  the  Spartan  Queene. 


AflouriJJt.  Enter  at  07ie  doore^  Priam,  Hecuba,  Hecflor, 
Troilus,  cW.  At  the  other  Paris,  Hellen,  ^neas, 
Ante  nor,  &^c. 

Pri.     What  Earth,  what  all  mortality 
Can  in  the  height  of  our  inuentions  finde 
To  adde  to  Helleiis  welcome,  Troy  fhall  yeeld  her. 
Should  Pallas,  Patroneffe  of   Troy  defcend, 
Priam  and  Priams  wife,  and  Prianis  fonnes 
Could  not  afford  Her  god-head  more  applaufe, 
Then  amply  wee  beflow  on  Helena  I 

Hecu.     We  count  you  in  the  number  of  our  daugh- 
ters, 
Nor  can  wee  doe  Queene  Hellen  greater  honour. 

HeB.     I  was  not  forward  to  haue  Paris  fent, 
But  being  return'd  th'art  welcome  :  I  defired  not 
To  haue  bright  Hellen  brought,  but  being  landed, 
He^lor  proclaimes  himfelfe  her  Champion 
'Gainfl  all  the  world,  and  fhall  guard  thee  fafe 
Defpight  all  oppofition. 

Par.     He6lors  word 
Is  Oracle,  hee'le  feale  it  with  his  fword. 
And  now  my  turne  comes  to  bid  Hellen  welcome. 
You  are  no  flranger  here,  this  is  your  Troy, 
Priam  your  father,  and  this  Queene  your  mother  : 
Thefe  be  your  valiant  brothers,  all  your  friends. 
3  u 
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Why  flioiikl  a  teare  fall  from  thefe  heauenly  eyes 
Being  thus  round  ingirt  with  your  allyes. 

IIcl.     I  am  T  know  not  where,  nor  amongfl  whom, 
I  know  no  creature  that  1  fee  faue  you  : 
I  haue  left  my  King,  my  brothers,  fubiedls,  friends 
Toy  flrangers,  who  fliould  they  forfake  me  now, 
1  haue  no  husband,  father,  brother  neare. 

Far.     Haue  you  not  all  thefe,  is  not  Paris  heere  1 
Harke  how  the  people  hauing  Helleri  feene 
Api^laud  th'  arriual  of  the  Spartan  Queene  : 
And  millions  that  your  comming  haue  attended, 
Amazed  fweare  fome  Goddeffe  is  defcended. 

Troi.     No  way  you  can  your  eyes  or  body  turne. 
But  where  you  walke  the  Priefls  fhall  Incenfe  bume. 

^7ie.     The    facrificed    beafls    the    ground    (hall 
beate, 
And  bright  religious  fire  the  Altars  heate. 

HeB.     Nor  feare  the  bruite  of  wane  or  threatning 
fleele, 
Vnited  Greece  wee  value  not. 

Troi.     Alone,  by  HeHor  is  this  Towne  well  man'd, 
Hee  like  an  Army  againfl  Greece  fhall  (land. 

Par.     And  who  would  feare  for  fuch  a  royall  wife 
To  fet  the  vniuerfall  World  at  flrife  : 
Bright  Helkfis  name  fliall  Hue,  and  nere  haue  end, 
When  all  the  world  about  you  fhall  contend. 

Hel.     Be  as  be  may,  fmce  we  are  gone  thus  fane, 
Proceede  we  will  in  fpight  of  threatned  warre, 
Hazard,  and  dread  ]  both  thefe  we  nothing  hold, 
So  long  as  Paris  we  may  thus  infold. 

Par.     My  father,  mother,  brothers,  fiflers  all, 
Ifliinn  and  Troy  in  pompe  maieflicall. 
Shall  folemnize  our  nuptials.     Let  that  day 
In  which  we  efpoufe  the  beauteous  Hellenay 
Be  held  a  holy-day,  a  day  of  ioy 
For  euer,  in  the  Kalenders  of  Troy. 

Pri.     It  fhall  be  fo,  we  haue  already  fent 
Our  high  prieft  Calchas  to  the  Oracle 
At  Delphos  to  returne  vs  the  fucceffe, 
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And  a  true  notice  of  our  future  warres, 

Whiin  we  expedl  his  comming,  be't  our  care, 

The  Spartans  fecond  nuptials  to  prepare.  £xit. 

Enter  after  aii  alarum^  King  Agamemnon,  Menelaus, 
Achilles,  Aiax,  Patroclus,  Therfites,  Calchas,  &c. 

A%a,     Thou  glory  of  the  Greekes,  the  great  com- 
mander 
Of  the  Hout  Mirmedons  :  welcome  from  DelpJios^ 
What  fpeakes  the  Oracle  1  the  facke  of  Troy% 
Or  the  Greekes  ruine  ?  fay  fhal  wee  be  vi6lors, 
Or  Priatn  tryumph  in  our  ouerthrow. 

Achi.      The    god    of    Delphos    fends    you    ioyful 
newes, 
Troy  flial  be  fackt,  and  we  be  Conquerors  : 
Vpon  your  helmes  weare  triple  fpangled  plumes  : 
Let  all  the  lowdefl  inflruments  of  warre, 
With  Rerne  alarums  rowfe  the  monfler  death, 
And  march  we  boldly  to  the  wals  of  Troy^ 
lyoy  fliall  be  fackt  and  we  be  conquerors. 

Aiax.     Thankes   for   thy  newes  Achilles^   by  that 
honor 
My  father  wonne  vpon  the  wals  of  Troy^ 
My  warlike  father  Aiax  Telamon  ; 
I  would  not  for  the  world,  Priam  fliould  fend 
Inceflious  Hellen  backe  on  tearmes  of  peace. 
May  fmooth  Vlijfes  and  bold  Dio7ned, 
Whom  you  haue  fent  on  your  late  Embaflie, 
Be  welcom'd  as  Antenor  was  to  Greece^ 
Scorn'd  and  reuil'd,  fmce  th'  Oracle  hath  fayd, 
Troy  fhal  be  fackt,  and  we  be  Conquerors. 

Achi.     King  Againe7n?io7i  heere's  a  Troian  priefl 
Was  fent  by  Priatn  to  the  Oracle  : 
The  reuerent  man  I  welcome,  and  intreate 
The  General  with  thefe  Princes,  do  the  like. 

Agam.     Welcome  to  Againe?nnon  reuerent  Calchas. 

Men.     To  Menelaus  welcome, 

Aiax.     To  Aiax  welcome  :  father  canfl  thou  fight 
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As  wcl  as  pray,  if  we  fliould  want  for  men  ? 

Cal.     By   prayers   I   vfc    to    fight,    and    by    my 
counfcl 
Giue  ayde  to  Armes. 

A  tax.     Such   as   are    pafl.   armes,    father    Calchas 
flill, 
Say  counfels  good,  but  giue  me  flrength  at  will, 
When  you  with  all  your  Counfel,  in  the  field 
Meete  Heflor  with  his  flrength,  tel  me  who'le  yeeld  % 

Aga.     The  flrong  built  walls  of  flately  Tenedos 
We  haue  leuel'd  with  the  earth.     It  now  remaines 
We  march  along  vnto  the  wals  of  Troy^ 
And  thunder  vengeance  in  King  Priams  eares, 
Had  we  once  anfwere  of  our  Embaffie. 

Aiax.     I  euer  held  fuch  Embaffies  as  bafe, 
The  reflitution  of  our  rauifht  Queene 
.On  termes  of  parley  bars  our  flerne  reuenge. 
And  ends  our  War  ere  fully  it  beginne. 
King  Agamem7ion  no,  Aiax  fayth  no, 
VVhofe  fword  as  thirfty  as  the  parched  earth, 
Shall  neuer  ride  in  peace  vpon  his  thigh, 
Whilfl  in  the  towne  of  Troy  there  breathes  a  foule 
That  gaue  confent  vnto  the  Spartans  rape  : 
March,  march,  and  let  the  thunder  of  our  drummes 
Strike  terrour  to  the  Citty  Fergamus. 

Achil.     The  fonne  of  Telanion  fpeakes  honourably, 
Wee  haue  brought  a  thoufand  fhips  to  Tenedos, 
And  euery  fhip  full  fraught  with  men  at  Armes  : 
And  all  thefe  armed  men  with  fiery  fpirits 
Sworne  to  reuenge  King  Menelaus  wrongs, 
And  burne  skie-kiffing  IJliiim  to  the  ground. 
Therefore  flrike  vp  warres  Inftruments  on  hye, 
And  march  vnto  the  Towne  couragioufly. 

/;/   their   march   they   are   met  by  VlyfTes    and  King 
Diomed,  at  which  they  make  ajland. 

Aga.     Princes,  what  anfwere  touching  Heliena  ? 
Dio.     What  anfwere  but  difhonourable  tearme  ? 
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Contempt  and  fcorne  pearcht  on  their  leaders  browes, 
By  loue  I  thought  they  would  haue  flaine  vs  both. 
If  euer  Hellen  bee  redeem'd  from  thence 
But  by  the  facke  of  Troy^  fay  Dioined 
Is  no  true  fouldier. 

Vlyff.     Euen  in  the  King 
There  did  appeare  fuch  high  maieflicke  fcorne 
Of  threatned  ruine,  that  I  thinke  himfelfe 
Will  put  on  Armes  and  meete  vs  in  the  field  : 
Wee  linger  time  great  Agai?iei?mo?i,  march, 
That  we  may  buckle  with  the  pride  of  Troy. 

Aga.     Priam  fo  infolent,  his  fonnes  fo  braue 
To  intertaine  fo  great  Embaffadours 
With  fuch  vngentle  vfage. 

Achtl.     They  haue  a  Knight  cal'd  He5lor^  on  whofe 
valour 
They  build  their  proud  defiance,  if  I  meete  him, 
Now  by  the  azurd  Armes  of  that  bright  goddeffe 
From  whom  I  am  defcended,  with  my  fword 
I'le  loppe  that  hmbe  off,  and  inforce  their  pride 
Fall  at  Achilles  feete,  He6lor  and  I 
Mufl  not  both  fliine  at  once  in  warres  bright  Skie. 

Aiax.     When  they  both  meete,  the  greater  dirame 
the  leffe, 
Great  Generall,  march,  Aiax  indures  not  words 
So  well  as  blowes,  in  a  field  glazd  with  fwords. 

Enter  to  them  in  Armes^  Priam,  He6lor,  Troilus,  Paris, 
^neas,  Antenor,  Deiphobus,  o^c. 

Pri,     Calchas  a  Traitour  % 

Par.     And  amongft  the  Greekes  ? 

Hefl.     Bafe  runagate  wretch,  when  we  their  Tente 
iurprife, 
As  HeSlor  Hues  the  traiterous  Prophet  dies. 

^ne.     Let  not  remembrance  of  fo  bafe  a  wretch 
Make  vs  forget  our  fafety,  th'  Argiue  Kings 
Are  landed,  and  this  day  rac't  Tenedos  : 
And  bid  vs  battaile  on  Scamafider  Plaines. 
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Tro.     Whom   we   wil    giue   a   braue    and    proud 
affront, 
Sliall  we  not  brother  Hcflor  1 

JfcH.     Troihis  }ts, 
And  beate  a  fire  out  of  their  Burgonets 
Shall  like  an  earthy  Commet  blaze  towards  Heauen 
There  grow  a  fixt  flarre  in  the  Firmament 
To  emblaze  our  lafling  glory  :  Harke  their  Drums, 
Let  our  Drummes  giue  them  parleance. 

A  parlie.     Both  Armies  haue  an  enter-view. 

Aga.     Is    there    amongfl   your    troopes   a   fellon 
Prince 
Cal'd  by  the  name  of  Farts  ? 

Par.     Is  there  amongfl  your  troopes  a  Knight  fo 
bold 
Dares  meete  that  Parts  fmgle  in  the  field, 
And  call  him  fellon  ? 

He^.     Or  infulting  Greeke, 
Is  there  one  Telamo?t,  dares  fet  his  foote 
To  Paris  (here  hee  ftands)  and  hand  to  hand 
Maintaine  the  wrongs  done  to  HefioJie, 
As  Paris  fliall  the  rape  of  Helena. 

Aiax.     Know  here  is  one  cal'd  Aiax  Telamon, 
Behold  him  well,  fonne  to  that  Telamoti  : 
Thou  faine  would'fl  fee,  and  hee  dares  fet  his  foot 
To  Paris  or  thy  felfe. 

Be(^.     Thou  durft  not. 

Aiax.     Dare  not  ? 

PTe^.     Or  if  thou  durfl,  by  this  my  warlike  hand 
I'le  make  thine  head  fall  where  thy  foot  fliould  fland  : 
And  yet  I  loue  thee  cuze,  know  thou  hafl  parlie'd 
With  Troian  Heflor. 

Aiax.     Wer't   thou   ten   HeHors,  yet  with  all  thy 
might 
Thou  canfl  not  make  my  head  fall  to  my  feete, 
By  loue  thou  canfl  not  cuze. 

Achil.     I  much  haue  heard 
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Of  fuch  a  Knight  cal'd  by  the  name  of  Heflor, 
If  thou  bee'fl  hee  whofe  fword  hath  conquerd  King- 
domes, 
Panjionia,  Illyria^  and  Sajnolhrace, 
And  to  thy  fathers  Empire  added  them : 
Achilles  as  a  friend  wils  thee  to  flieath 
1'hy  warlike  fword,  retire  from  Troyes  defence, 
And  fpare  thy  precious  life,  I  would  not  haue 
A~Knight  fo  fam'd  meete  an  vntimely  graue. 

Hc^.     I  meet  thee  in  that  honourable  loue, 
And  for  thine  owne  fake  wiHi  thee  fafe  aboord. 
For  if  thou  flayed  thou  fonne  of  Peleus, 
I'd  haue  thee  know  thy  fame  is  not  thine  owne, 
But  all  ingroR  for  mee ;  not  all  thy  guard 
Of  warlike  Mlrmido?is  can  wall  it  fafe 
From  mighty  He^or. 

Dio.     Shame  you  not  great  Lords 
To  taWce  fo  long  ouer  your  menacing  fwords  ? 

All  Greeks.     Alarme  then  for  Greece  and  Helena. 

All  Troiaiu.      As    much    for    vs,    for     Troy    and 
Hecuba. 

A  great  alarme  and  excuj'fwns,  after  which,  enter 
He6lGr  and  Paris. 

HcH.     Oh  brother  Paris^  thou  hafl  this  day  lodg'd 
Thy  loue  in  He^ors  foule,  it  did  me  good 
To  fee  two  Greekijh  Knights  fall  in  their  blood 
Vnder  thy  manly  arme. 

Par.     My  blowes  were  toucbes 
Vnto  thefe  ponderous  flroakes  great  Heflor  gaue. 
Oh  that  this  generall  quarrell  might  be  ended 
In  equall  oppofition,  you  and  I 
Againfl  the  two  mod  valiant. 

Hea.     I  will  try 
The  vertue  of  a  challenge,  in  the  face 
Of  all  the  Greekes  I  will  oppofe  my  felfe 
To  fmglc  combate,  hee  that  takes  my  gage 
Shall  feele  the  force  of  mighty  Heflors  rage. 
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A  turne.    Both  the  Armies  make  ready  to  ioyne  battaiie, 
but  Hector yteps  betwiod  them  holding  vp  his  Lance. 

I/eH.      Hcare  mee  you  warlike   Greekcs^  you   fee 
thefe  fields 
Are  all  dyde  purple  with  the  reeking  gore 
Of  men  on  both  fides  flaine,  you  fee  my  fword 
(jlaz'd  in  the  fanguine  moyflure  of  your  friends. 
I  call  the  fonne  of  Satnr?ie  for  a  witneffe 
To  lienors  words,  I  haue  not  met  one  Grecian 
AVas  able  to  withfland  mee,  my  flrong  fpirit 
Would  faine  be  equaVd  :  Is  there  in  your  Troupes 
A  Knight,  whofe  brefl  includes  fo  much  of  ■'/lalour 
To  meete  with  HcHor  in  a  fmgle  warre  1 
By  loue  I  thinke  there  is  not :  If  there  be  ? 
To  Him  I  make  this  proffer ;  if  the  gods 
Shall  grant  to  him  the  honour  of  the  day, 
And  I  be  flaine  ;  his  bee  mine  honoured  Ar!nes> 
To  hang  for  an  eternall  Monument 
Of  his  great  valour,  but  my  mangled  body 
Send  backe  to  Troy,  to  a  red  funerall  pile. 
But  if  hee  fall  %  the  armour  which  hee  weares 
I'le  lodge  as  Trophies  on  Apolloes  fhrine, 
And  yeeld  his  body  to  haue  funerall  rights. 
And  a  faire  Monument  fo  neere  the  Sea, 
That  Merchants  flying  in  their  fayle-wing'd  fhips 
Neere  to  the  fhoare  in  after  times  may  fay, 
There  lies  the  man  Heilor  of  Troy  did  flay, 
And  there's  my  Gantler  to  make  good  my  challenge. 

Men.     Will  none  take  vp  his  gage  ?  fhall  this  proud 
challenge 
Bee  intertain'd  by  none  ?  I  know  you  all 
Shame  to  deny,  yet  feare  to  vndertake  it : 
The  caufe  is  mine,  and  mine  fliall  be  the  honour 
To  combat  HeHor. 

Aga.     Me?7ela2is  pawfe. 
Is  not  Achilles  here,  flerne  Aiax  here, 
And  Kingly  Diomedl  how  will  they  fcome, 
That  fland  vpon  the  honour  of  their  flrength, 


i 


The  Iron  Age.  297 

Should  you  preuent  them  of  this  glorious  combat. 

Par.     By  lone  I  thinke  they  dare  as  well  take  vp 
A  poyfonous  Serpent  as  great  HeBors  gage. 

Aga.     Yes  Troian,  fee'fl  thou  not  ^acides 
Dart  emmulous  lookes  on  Kingly  Dmned^ 
Lead  hee  Ihould  floope  to  take  his  Gantlet  vp. 
And  fee  how  Diomed  eyes  warlike  Aiax, 
Aiax,  Vlyjfes  :  euery  one  inflam'd 
To  anfwere  He^or. 

Achil.     Is  there  any  here 
Dares  floope  whilft  great  Achilles  is  in  place  ? 
Aiax.     I  dare. 
Dio.     And  fo  dare  I. 
Achil.     You  are  all  too  weake 
To  incounter  with  the  mighty  HeBors  arme, 
This  combat  foly  doth  belong  to  mee. 

Aiax.     Then  wherefore  do'fl  not  thou  take  vp  the 

Gantlet  ? 
Achil.     To  fee  if  thou  or  any  bolder  Greeke 
Dare  be  fo  infolent  to  touch  the  fame, 
And  barre  me  of  the  honour  of  the  combat. 
Aiax.     By  all  the  gods  I  dare. 
Achil.     And  all  the  diuells 
rie  loppe  his  hands  off  that  dares  touch  the  gage. 

Vlyff.     Pray  leaue  this  emulous  fury  :  Agamemnon, 
To  end  this  difference,  and  prouide  a  Champion 
To  anfwere  He5lors  honourable  challenge 
Of  nine  the  mofl  reputed  vahant : 
Let  feuerall  Lots  be  cafl  into  an  Helme, 
Amongfl.  them  all  one  prife,  he  to  whom  Fortune 
Shall  giue  the  honour :  let  him  ftraight  be  arm'd 
To  incounter  mighty  HeHor  on  this  plaine. 

Aga.     It  fhal  be  fo  you  valiant  fonnes  of  Priam  ; 
Condu6l  your  warlike  Champion  to  his  Tent, 
To  breath  a  while,  and  put  his  armour  on : 
No  fooner  fhal  the  prife  be  drawne  by  any, 
And  our  bold  Champion  arm'd,  but  a  braue  Herald 
Shall  giue  you  warning  by  the  trumpets  found, 
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Till  when  we  will  retire  vnto  our  Tents. 
As  you  vnto  the  Towne. 

Par.     Faint  hcartctl  Greekes, 
Draw  lots  to  anfwere  fuch  a  noble  challenge, 
Had  great  Achilles  cafl  his  Gauntlet  downe 
Amongfl.  King  Priavis  Tonnes,  the  weakefl  of  fifty 
Would  in  the  heate  of  flames,  or  mouth  of  Hel, 
Anfwere  the  challenge  of  fo  braue  a  King. 

HcR.     Greckcs  to  your  Tents,  I  to  put  armour  on  ; 
Make  haft,  I  long  to  know  my  Champion.  Exeu?it  all. 

Flourijh.     E?iter  aboue  vpon  the  wals^  Priam,  Hecuba, 

Hellena,  Polixena,  Aftianax,    Margarcton, 

with  atte?ida?its. 

jPri.     Here  from  the  wals  of   Troy^  my   reuerent 
Queene, 
And  beautious  Helkn,  we  will  ftay  to  fee 
The  warlicke  combate  'twixt  our  valiant  fonne, 
And  the  Greekes  champion.     Young  AJlianax^ 
Pray  that  thy  father  may  haue  Vi6lory. 

AJla.     Why  fhould  you  doubt  his  fortune  ?  whofe 
flrong  arme 
Vnhorft  a  thoufand  Knights  all  in  one  day ; 
And  thinke  you  any  one  amongft  the  Greekes 
Is  able  to  incounter  with  his  ftrength  % 

Pri.     But  howfoeuer  child,  vnto  the  pleafure 
Of  the  high  gods,  we  mud  referre  the  combate. 

Enter  Paris  below. 

Par,     My  royall  father,  He^or  in  his  armes 
Sends  for  your  bleffmg,  with  the  Queene  my  mother, 
And  craues  your  prayers  to  the  all  powerful  gods, 
To  grant  him  vicHiory. 

Pri.     Bleft  may  he  be  with  honor,  all  my  orifons 
Shall  inuocate  the  gods  for  his  fucceffe. 

Par.     I  almofl  had  forgot,  faire  I^elkfia  ; 
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Dart  me  one  kiffe  from  thefe  high  battlements 

To  checre  him  with  :    thanks  queen,   thefe  lips  are 

charms 
Which  who  fo  fights  for,  is  fecure  from  harmes. 

Heralds  on  both  fides  :  the  two  Chainpions  Heclor 
a7id  Aiax  appeare  betwixt  the  two  Armies. 

A^am.     None  preffe  too  neere  the  Champions. 

T7'oi.     Heralds  on  both  fides,    keep  the  fouldiers 
back. 

HeB.     Now  Greekes  let  me  behold  my  Champion. 

Aiax.     Tis  1,  thy  coufen  Aiax  TelamoJi. 

Hec.     And  Cuz,  by  Tone  thou  hafl  a  braue  afpe(n, 
It  cheeres  my  blood  to  looke  on  fuch  a  foe  : 
•  I  would  there  ran  none  of  our  Troian  blood 
In  all  thy  veines,  or  that  it  were  diuided 
From  that  which  thou  receiuefl  from  Telamon  : 
Were  I  affured  our  blood  poffefl  one  fide, 
And  that  the  other ;  by  Olimpicke  /<??/<?, 
I'd  thrill  my  lauehn  at  the  Grecian  moyflure, 
And  fpare  the  T?'oian  blood  :  Aiax  I  loue  it 
Too  deare  to  flied  it,  I  could  rather  wifli 
Achilles  the  halfe  god  of  your  huge  army, 
Had  beene  my  oppofite. 

Aia.     Hee  keepes  his  Tent 
In  mournful  paffion  that  he  mifl  the  combate  : 
But  HeBor,  I  fhal  giue  thee  caufe  to  fay, 
There's  in  the  GreekiJJi  hoafl  a  Knight  a  Prince, 
As  Lyon  hearted,  and  as  Gyant  flrong 
As  Thetis  fonne  :  behold  my  warlicke  Target 
Of  pondrous  braffe,  quilted  with  feauen  Oxe  hides, 
Impenetrable,  and  fo  ful  of  weight, 
That  fcarce  a  Grecian  (faue  my  felfe)  can  lift  it  : 
Yet  can  I  vfe  it  like  a  Summers  fan, 
Made  of  the  flately  traine  of  lunos  bird  : 
My  fword  will  bite  the  hardefl  Adamant, 
rie  with  my  lauelin  cleaue  a  rocke  of  Marble : 
Therefore  though  great  Achilles  be  not  here, 
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Thinkc  not  braiic  coiifcn  lienor  but  to  findc, 
AcJiilks  equal  both  in  flrcngth  and  minde. 

Alarum,  in  this  combate  both  hauing  lofl  their  fvvords 
and  Shields.  Ilcflor  takes  vp  a  great  peece  of  a 
Rocke,  and  cads  at  Aiax ;  who  teares  a  young 
Tree  vp  by  the  rootes,  and  aflailcs  Heilor^  at 
which  they  are  parted  by  both  armes. 

Aga.     Hold,  you  haue  both  flied  blood  too  deare 
to  loofe, 
In  fingle  oppofition. 

Par.     Is  your  Champion, 
My  coufen  Aiax  willing  to  leaue  combate ; 
Will  hee  firfl  giue  the  word. 

Aia.     Sir  Paris  no, 
'Twas  HeBors  challenge,  and  'tis  Hefiors  office, 
If  we  lurceafe  on  equal  termes  of  valour, 
To  giue  the  word. 

Hec.     Then  here's  thy  coufins  hand. 
By  lotie  thou  hafl  a  lufLy  pondrous  arme  : 
Thus  till  we  meete  againe,  lets  part  both  friends ; 
For  proofe  whereof  Aiax  we'le  interchange 
Somewhat  betwixt  vs,  for  alliance  fake  : 
Here  take  this  fword  and  target,  truft  the  blad, 
It  neuer  deceiu'd  his  maifler. 

Aia.     Take  of  me 
This  purple  fludded  belt,  I  won  it  coufen 
From  the  mofl  valiant  prince  of  Samothrace : 
And  weare  it  for  my  fake. 

Enter  an  Herald. 

He.     Priam  vnto  the  GreekiJJt  General 
This  profer  makes.    Becaufe  thefe  blood-llayn'd  fields 
Are  ouer-fpread  with  flaughter,  to  take  truce 
Till  all  the  dead  on  both  fides  be  interr'd  : 
Which  if  you  grant,  he  here  inuites  the  Generall, 
His  nephew  Aiax,  and  the  great  Achilles^ 
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With  twenty  of  your  cbiefe  felecfled  Princes, 
To  banquet  with  him  in  his  royal  Pallace  : 
Thofe  reuels  ended,  then  to  armes  againe. 

Aga.     A  truce  for  burying  of  the  flaughtred  bodies 
We  yeeld  vnto  :  but  for  our  fafe  returne 
From  Troy  and  you,  what  pledges  haue  you  found  ? 

Hec.     You  fhal  not  need   more  then  the  faith  of 
HeHor 
For  Priams  pledge,  King  Agamemnon  take 
My  faith  and  honour,  whi^h  if  Priam  breake. 
He  breake  the  heart  of  Troy. 

Aga.     We'le  take    your  honor'd  word,  this  night 
we'le  part, 

To  morrow  morning  when  fit  hower  fhal  call, 
We'le  meete  King  Priam  neere  his  Citties  wall. 

Exeunt. 


Explicit  ABus  fecundus. 


A5lus  Tertius  Sccena  prima. 

Enter  Therfites. 

Ther.     Braue  time,  rare  change,  from  fighting  now 
to  feafling  : 
So  many  heauy  blades  to  flye  in  peeces 
For  fuch  a  peece  of  light  flefh  %  what's  the  reafon  ? 
A  Laffe  of  my  complexion,  and  this  feature 
Might  haue  bin  rapt,  and  flolne  agayne  by  Paris^ 
And  none  of  all  this  ftirre  for't  :  but  I  perceiue 
Now  all  the  World's  turn'd  wenchers,  and  in  time 
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AH  wenches  will  turne  witches  :  but  thcfe  Trumpets 
Proclaimc  their  enter- view. 

A  floiirijh,  Efifer  all  the  Greekes  on  one  fide ^  all  the 
Troians  on  the  other  :  Euery  Troian  Prince  intcr- 
taines  a  Greeke,  and  fo  march  two  and  t7vo,  dif- 
courfing,  as  being  condnfled  by  them  into  the  Citty. 

Ther.     See  here's  the  pi6lure  of  a  poUiticke  Hate, 
They  all  imbrace  and  hugge,  yet  deadly  hate  : 
They  fay  there  are  braue  Laffes  in  this  Troy. 
What  if  Therfites  fprucely  fmug'd  himfelfe, 
And  flriu'd  to  hide  his  hutch-backe  :  No  not  I. 
Tis  held  a  rule,  whom  Nature  markes  in  fliow 
And  mofl.  deformes,  they  are  bf^  arm'd  below, 
rie  not  conceale  my  vertues :  yet  fliould  I  venter 
To  damme  my  felfe  for  painting,  fanne  my  face 
With  a  dyde  Oflritch  plume,  plafler  my  wrinkles 
With  fome  old  Ladies  Trowell,  I  might  paffe 
Perhaps  for  fome  maide-marrian  :  and  fome  wench 
Wanting  good  eye-fight,  might  perhai)s  miflake  me 
For  a  fpruce  Courtier  :  Courtier  ?  tufh,  I  from 
My  firfl  difcretion  haue  abhor'd  that  name. 
Still  fuiting  my  conditions  with  my  fhape, 
And  doe,  and  will,  and  can,  when  all  elfe  fayle  : 
Though  neither  footh  nor  fpeak  wel :  brauely  rayle, 
And  that's  Thafites  humour. 

Lowd  Muficke.  A  long  table,  and  a  banquet  ififiatCf 
they  are  feated^  a  Troian  and  Greeke,  Hecuba, 
Polixeua,  Crefida,  and  other  Ladies  waite,  Calchas 
is  prefent  whifpering  to  his  Daughter  Crefida. 

Pria.     After  fo  much  hoftility  in  fleele. 
All  welcome  to  this  peaceful!  intertaine. 

Aga.     Priam  wee  know  thee  to  be  honourable, 
Although  our  foe  Treafon  is  to  be  fear'd 
In  Pefants  not  in  Prince§.  They  fit. 
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Hec.     Ey  fo,  now  fit,  a  Troiaii  and  a  Greeke. 
Coufin  Aiax  neere  mee,  you  are  next  in  bloud, 
And  neere  mee  you  fliall  fit :  the  (Irayne  of  honour 
That  makes  you  fo  renown'd,  fprong  from  Hefione, 
Tis  part  of  HeBors  bloud,  your  groffer  fpirits 
Leffe  noble  are  your  father  Telamoiis. 
Welcome  to  Troy^  and  HeBor^  welcome  all  : 

Aiax.     In  Troy  thy  kinfman,  but  in  field  thy  foe  : 
Thy  welcome  Coufm  here  I  pay  with  thanks, 
The  truice  expir'd,  with  buffets,  blowes  and  knocks. 

HeB.     For  that  wee  loue  thee  Cuze. 

AchiL     Me  thinks  this  Troiati  HeHor 
Out-fhines  Achilles  and  his  poUflit  honours 
Ecclipfeth  our  bright  glory,  till  bee  fet 
Wee  cannot  rife. 

Par.     King  Menelaus^  we  were  once  your  guefl, 
You  now  are  ours,  as  welcome  vnto  Troy^ 
As  we  to  Sparta. 

Men.     But  that  thefe  our  tongues 
Should  be  as  well  truce  bound  as  our  fliarpe  weapons, 
We  could  be  bitter  Paris  :  but  haue  done. 

y^iyj/'.     Meiielaus  is  difcreet,  fuch  haynous  wrongs 
Should  be  difcours'd  by  Armes  and  not  by  tongues. 

Dio.     Why  doth  Achilles  eye  wander  that  way  ? 

AchiL     Is  that  a  Troia?i  Lady  ? 

Troi.     Shee  is. 

AchiL     From  whence  ? 

Pri.     Of  vs. 

AchiL     Her  name  1 

Pri.     Polyxena. 

AchiL     Polixena  ?  flie  hath  melted  vs  within, 
And  hath  diffolu'd  a  fpirit  of  Adamant. 
Stiee  hath  done  more  then  Heflor  and  all  Tray, 
Shee  hath  fubdu'de  Achilles. 

Cal.     In  one  word  this   Troy  fhall  be  fackt  and 
fpoil'd, 
For  fo  the  gods  haue  told  mee,  Greece  fliall  conquer. 
And  they  be  ruin'd,  leaue  then  imminent  perill, 
And  flye  to  fafety. 
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Crcf.     From  Troihis  t 

Cal.     From  dcflrudlion,  take  Diovied  dSi^  Hue, 
Or  Troilus  and  thy  death. 

Cref,     Then  Troilus  and  my  ruine. 
Cal.     Is  Crrjiilumd'i 
Wilt  thou  forfake  thy  father,  who  for  thee 
And  for  thy  fafety  hath  forfooke  his  Countrey  1 
Crcf.     MuR  then  this  City  perifh? 
Cal.     Troy  muft  fall. 
Cref.     Alas  for  Troy  and  Troilus. 
Cal.     Loue  King  Dio7iied 
A  Prince  and  valiant,  which  made  Emphafis 
To  his  Imperiall  ftile,  liue  Diomeds  Queene, 
Be  briefe,  fay  quickly  wilt  thou  ?  is  it  done  ? 

Cref.     Dio?Jied  and  you  i'le  follow,  Troilus  fhun. 
Troi.    Bee't  Aiax,  or  Achilles,  that  Greeke  lyes 
Who  fpeakes  it,  i'le  maintaine  it  on  his  perfon. 
Aiax.     Ha  Aiax  ! 
Achil.     Achilles ! 

Dio.     We  fpeake  it,  and  dares  Troilus  fay  we  lie  ? 
Troi.     And  weare  it  Diomed. 
Dio.     Dar'ft  thou  make't  good  ? 
Troi.     On  Diomed,  or  the  boldefl  Greeke 
That  euer  manac'd  Troy  excepting  none. 
All  Greekes.     None  % 
All  Troians.     None. 
Hec.     Excepting  none. 
Aga.     Kings  of  Greece. 
Pri.     Princes  of  Troy. 
Achil     Achilles  bafled  % 
Aiax.     And  great  Aiax  brau'd  % 
He^.     If  great  Achilles,  Aiax,  or  the  Diuel 
Braue  Troilus,  hee  fhall  braue  and  buffet  thee. 
Fri.     Sonnes. 
Aga.     Fellow  Kings. 
jP;7.     As  wee  are  Priam  and  your  father. 
Aga.     As  wee  are  Agamemnon  Generall 
Turne  not  this  banquet  to  a  Centaurs  feaft, 
If  their  be  flrife  debate  it  in  faire  termes, 
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Show  your  felues  gouern'd  Princes. 

Achil.     Wee  are  appeas'd. 

Aiax.     Wee  fatisfied,  if  HeHor  be  fo. 

A^a.     How  grew  diis  flrife  ? 

He^.     I  know  not,  onely  this  I  know. 
Troilus  will  maintaine  nothing  againfl.  his  honour, 
And  fo  farre,  be  it  through  the  heart  of  Greece, 
He^lor  will  backe  him. 

Far.     So  will  Paris  too. 

Pri.     Mildly  difcourfe  your  wrongs,  faire  Princes 
doe. 

Troi.     King  Diojiied  maintaines  his  valour  thus. 
He  faith  it  was  his  Launce  difmounted  Troilus, 
And  not  the  flumbling  on  the  breathleffe  courfe 
Of  one  new  flaine  that  feld  mee. 

Par.     'Tis  falfe. 

Meti.     'Tis  true. 

Par.     It  was  my  fortune  to  make  good  that  field, 
And  hee  fell  iufl  before  mee,  Diomed  then 
Was  not  within  fixe  fpeares  length  of  the  place. 

Mefi.     tlow  Troian  rauiflier  % 

Par.     Call  mee  not  Cuckold  maker.    They  all  rife. 
I  care  not  what  you  terme  me. 

Men.     I  cannot  brooke  this  wrong. 

Par.     Say'fl  thou  mee  fo  madde  Greekel 

Pri.     Paris. 

Aga.     Gouerne  you  Kingdomes  Lords,  and  cannot 
fway 
Your  owne  affedlion  ? 

Pri.     Paris,  forbeare. 
Mildly  difcourfe,  and  gently  wee  fliall  heare. 

Par.     I  fay  King  Diomed  vnhorft  not  Troilus. 

Dio.     How  came  I  by  his  horfe  then  % 

Par.     As  the  vnbackt  courfer  hauing  lofl  his  rider, 
Gallopt  about  the  field  you  met  with  him, 
And  catch'd  him  by  the  raine. 

Troi.     Here  was  a  goodly  a6l 
To  boafl  on,  and  fend  word  to  Crefida. 
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Dio.     Was   no    Prince  ncarc  when  I  encountred 

Troilus  % 

Men.  I  was,  and  faw  the  fpeare  of  Diomed 
Tumble  downe  Troylus  but  perufe  his  armour, 
The  dint's  Rill  in  the  vainbrace. 

Aga.     Bee't  fo,  or  not  lo,  at  this  time  forbeare 
To  vrge  extreames.     Kings  let  this  health  go  round, 
Pledge  me  King  Priam  in  a  cupful  crown'd. 

Hcc.     Now  after  banquet,  reuels  :  Muficke  flrike 
A  pirhicke  flraine,  we  are  not  all  for  warre, 
Souldiers  their  flormy  fpirits  can  appeafe, 
And  fometimes  play  the  Courtiers  when  they  pleafe. 

jI  lofty  dance  of  fixteene  Princes,  halfe  Troians 
halfe  Grecians. 

Pj'i.     I  haue  obferu'd  AchiHes,  and  his  eye 
Dvvels  on  the  face  of  fair  PoHxe?ta. 

Aia.     Why  is  noX.  Hellen  here  at  this  high  feafl  % 
I  haue  fweat  many  a  drop  of  blood  for  her, 
Yet  neuer  faw  her  face. 

Achi.     I  could  loue   He^or,  what's  our  caufe  of 
quarrel  ? 
For  Hellens  rape  ?  that  rape  hath  cofl  already 
Thoufands  of  foules,  why  might  not.  this  contention 
'Twixt  Paris  and  the  Spa7'tan  King  be  ended, 
And  we  leaue  Troy  with  honour. 

Aia.     Achilles  hovf  1 

Achi.     Fetch  Helle7i  hether,  fet  her  in  the  midfl 
Of  this  braue  ring  of  Princes,  Paris  here, 
And  Menelaus  heere  :  fhe  betwixt  both  : 
They  court  her  ore  againe,  whom  fhe  ele6ls 
Before  thefe  Kings,  let  him  inioy  her  flill. 
For  who  would  keepe  a  woman  gainfl  her  wil  % 

Men.     The  names  of  wife  and  husband,  th'  inter- 
change 
Of  our  two  bloods  in  young  Hermione^ 
To  whom  we  are  ioynt  parents,  Hellens  honor 
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All  pleade  on  my  part,  I  am  pleafde  to  fland 
To  great  Achilles  motion. 

Par.     So  are  we. 
All  that  I  haue  for  comfort  is  but  this, 
That  in  the  day  I  fhow  the  properer  man, 
Ith'  night  I  pleafe  her  better  then  hee  can. 

Hec.     Are  all  the  Greecian  Kings  agreed  to  this  % 

All.     We  are,  we  are. 

Hec.     Place  the  two  reuall  then,  each  bide  his  fate, 
And  vflier  in  bright  Hellen  in  all  Hate, 

The  Kings  promifcuoufly  take  their  places^  Paris  and 
Menelaus  arefeated  oppofite,  Hellen  is  brought  in 
betwixt  them  by  Hecuba  ajid  the  Ladies. 

Hel.     Oh  that  I  were  (but  Helleft)  any  thing ; 
Or  might  haue  any  obie6l  in  my  eye 
Saue  Menelaus  :  when  on  him  I  gaze. 
My  errour  chides  mee,  I  my  fhame  emblaze. 

Mene.    Oh  Hellen^  in  thy  cheeke  thy  guilt  appeares, 
More    I   would  fpeake,  but  words   are  drown'd   in 
teares. 

Aia.     A  gallant  Queene,  for  fuch  a  royall  friend 
What  mortall  man  would  not  with  loue  contend  ? 

Mene.     Hellen  the  time  was  I  might  call  thee  wife, 
But  that  llile's  changed  ;  I  thou  thy  felf  art  chang'd 
From  what  thou  waft :  and  (moft  inconftant  Dame) 
Hafl  nothing  left  thee,  faue  thy  face  and  name. 

Pa.     And  I  both  thefe  haue  :  haft  thou  not  confefl 
Faire  Hellen^  thy  exchange  was  for  the  befl. 

Mene.     What  can  our  Sparta  value  ? 

Pa.     Troy. 

Mene.     You  erre. 

Pa.     Who  breathes  that  Sparta  would  'fore   Troy 
prefer. 

Mene.     Thou  haft  left  thy  father  Tendarus. 

Pa.     To  gayne 
King  Pria?n,  Lord  of  all  this  princely  trayne. 

X  2 
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ATene.       Thy   mother    Lmda   thou    had    left    who 
moLirnes, 
And  with  her  piteous  teares  laments  thy  loffe  : 
Cannot  this  mooue  thee  % 

Jlel.     Oh  I  haue  left  my  mother. 

Pa.     No  Helleti^  but  exchang'd  her  for  another  : 
Poore  Lceda^  for  rich  Hecuba^  a  bare  Queene 
For  the  great  Afia?i  Empreffe. 

Men.      From    Castor  and   from   Pollux   thou  hafl 
rang'd 
Thy  naturall  brothers. 

ITcl.     True,  true. 

Par.     No,  but  chang'd, 
For  Hdlor^  Troiliis^  and  the  royall  flore 
Of  eight  and  forty  valiant  brothers  more. 

Men.     If  nothing  elfe  can  moue  thee  Hellena^ 
Thinke  of  our  daughter  young  Hermione. 

Hel.     My  deare  Hermio7ie. 

Men.     Canfl  thou  call  her  deare, 
And  leaue  that  iffue  which  thy  wombe  did  beare  ? 
j       Shee's  ours  betwixt  vs,  canfl  thou  1 
V         Par.     Can  fhee  1  knowing, 

A  fweeter  babe  within  her  fweete  wombe  growing 
Begot  lafl  night  by  Parts. 

Men.     Looke  this  way  Helleji^  fee  my  armes  fpread 
wide, 
I  am  thine  husband,  thou  my  Spartan  bride. 

Hel.     That  way? 

Par.     My  Hellen^  this  way  turne  thy  fight, 
Thefe  are  the  armes  in  which  thou  layeft  lafl  night. 

Hel.     Oh  how  this  Troian  tempts  mee  1 

Men.     This  way  wife, 
Thou  (halt  faue  many  a  Greeke  and  Prolans  life. 

Hel.     'Tis  true,  I  know  it. 
Par.     This  way  turne  thine  head, 
This  is  the  path  that  leades  vnto  our  bed. 

Hel.     And  'tis  a  fweete  fmooth  path. 
Men.     Heere. 

Par.     Heere. 
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Men.     Take  this  way  Ilellen,  this  is  plaine  &  euen. 

Par.     That  is  the  way  to  hell,  but  this  to  Heauen : 
Bright  Comet  fliine  this  way. 

Men.     Cleare  flarre  flioot  this, 
Here  honour  dwels. 

Far.     Here  many  a  thoufand  kiffe. 

Hel.     That  way   I   fliould,   becaufe    I    know  'tis 
meeter. 

Men.     Welcome. 

Hel.     But  I'le  this  way  for  Paris  kiffes  fweeter. 

Par.     And  may  I  dye  an  Eunuch  if  ere  morne 
I  quit  thee  not. 

Men.     I  cannot  brooke  this  fcorne, 
Grecians  to  Amies. 

He^.     Then  Greece  from  Troy  deuide, 
This  difference  armes,  not  language  muil  decide. 

All  Greekes.     Come  to  our  Tents. 

All  Troians.     And  wee  to  man  the  towne. 

Ile^.     Thefe  Tents  fhall  fwimme  in  bloud. 

Greekes.     Blood  Troy  fliall  drown e. 

Exeunt  diuers  wayes. 

Achil.     Yet  fhall  no  flroke  fall  from  Achilles  arme, 
Faire  Polixcna^  fo  powerfull  is  thy  charme, 

Alanne.     Enter  Troilus  and  Diomed. 

Troi.     King  Diomed ! 

Dio.     My  riuall  in  the  loue  of  Crefida. 

Troi.     Falfe  Crefida,  iniurious  Diomed. 
Now  fhall  I  prooue  in  hoflile  enter- change 
Of  warlike  blov/es  that  thou  art  all  vnworthy 
The  loue  of  Crefid. 

Dio.     Why  cam'fl  thou  not  on  Horfe-backe, 
That  Diomed  once  againe  difmounting  thee 
Might  greete  his  Lady  with  another  courfe 
VVonne  from  the  hand  of  Troilus. 

Troi.     Diomed^ 
By  the  true  loue  I  beare  that  trothleffe  Dame 
I'le  winne  from  thee,  and  fend  thy  Horfe  and  Armour 
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Vnto  the  Tent  of  Creful  guard  thy  head, 
This  day  by  mee  thou  flialt  be  captiuc  led. 

Alarme.     They  fight  and  are  parted  by  the  army^ 
Diomed  loofeth  his  Helmet. 

Troi.     Another  Horfe  for  Dio77ied  to  flye, 
Hee  had  neuer  greater  neede  then  now  to  runne, 
Though  hee  be  fled  yet  Troiliis  this  is  thine, 
My  Steede  hee  got  by  fleight,  I  this  by  force. 
I'le  fend  her  this  to  whom  hee  fent  my  horfe. 

Enter  ^neas  and  Achilles  reading  a  Letter. 

Achil.     Is  this  the  anfwere  of  the  note  I  fent 
To  royall  Priam  and  Queene  Hecuba^ 
Touching  their  daughter  bright  Polixema  ? 

yEne.    Behold  Queene  Hecubaes  hand,  King  Priams 
feale, 
With  the  confent  of  faire  Polixe?ia, 
Condition'd  thus,  Achilles  fhall  forbare 
To  dammage  Troy. 

Achi.     Returne  this  anfwere  backe, 
Tell  Priajn  that  Achilles  Arme's  benumb'd, 
And  cannot  lift  a  weapon  againfl  Troy. 
Say  to  Queene  Hecuba  wee  are  her  fonne, 
And  not  Achilles,  nor  one  Mirmidon 
Shall  giue  her  leaft  affront,  as  for  the  Lady 
Bid  her  prefume,  we  henceforth  are  her  Knight, 
And  but  for  her  Achilles  fcornes  to  fight. 

Alne.     Then  thus  faith  Priam,   but   reflraine  thy 
powers. 
And  as  hee  is  a  King,  his  daughter's  yours. 

Achi.     Farewell.  Exit. 

Alarme.     Enter  Aiax. 

Aiax.     Achilles,  where's  Achilles,  what  vnarm'd 
When  all  the  Champaigne  where  our  battailes  ioyne, 
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Is  made  a  Handing  poole  of  GreekiJJi  blood, 
Where  horfes  plung'd  vp  to  the  faddle  skirts, 
And  men  aboue  the  wafle  wade  for  their  Hues, 
And  canfl  thou  keepe  thy  Tent? 
Achi,     My  Lute  Patrodus, 

A  great  Alarme.     Enter  Agamemnon. 

Aga.     Let  Greekes,  let  Greekes,  let's  bend  vnnatu- 
rall  armes 
Againfl  our  owne  brefls,  ere  the  conquering  Troians 
Haue  all  the  honour  of  this  glorious  day. 
Can  our  great  Champion  touch  a  womanifli  Lute, 
And  heare  the  grones  of  twenty  thoufand  foules 
Gafping  their  lafl  breath  ] 

Achi.     I  can. 

Alarume.     Enter  Menelaus. 

Refcue,  fome  refcue,  the  red  field  is  flrowd' 
With  HeBors  honours  and  young  Troilus  fpoyles. 
Achi.     Yet  all  this  mooues  not  me. 

Alarum.     Enter  Vlyffes. 

Vlyff.     How  long  hath  great  Achilles  bin  furnam'd. 
Coward  in  Troy^  that  Heflor,  Troilus,  Fai-is^ 
Haue  all  that  name  fo  currant  in  their  mouthes  ? 
I  euer  held  him  valiant,  yet  will  Achilles  fight  % 

Achi.      Vlyffes,  no, 
Beneath  this  globe  Achilles  hath  no  foe. 

Vlylf.     Then  here  vnarm'd  be  flaine,  think'fl  thou 
they'l  fpare 
Thee  more  then  vs  ? 

Aiax.     Or  if  thou  wilt  not  arme  thee, 
Let  thy  Patrodus  lead  thy  Mirmidons^ 
And  weare  thy  Armour. 

Vlyff.     Thy  Armour  is  fufficient 
Without  thy  prefence  being  fear'd  in  Troy. 
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Achi.     To  faiic  our  oath  and  keepc  our  Tents  from 
fackc, 
Patrodus  don  our  Armes,  lead  forth  our  guard, 
And  wearing  them  by  no  Prince  be  out-clar'd. 

Patro.     Achilles  honours  me,  what  heart  can  feare, 
And  great  Achilles  fword  proofe  Armour  weare  ? 

Exeunt  all  the  Princes,  enter  Therfites. 

Ther.     Where's  this  great  fword  and  buckler  man  of 
Greece  % 
Wee  fhall  haue  him  one  of  fneakes  noife, 
And  come  peaking  into  the  Tents  of  the  Greeks, 
With  will  you  haue  any  muficke  Gentlemen. 

Achi.     Bafe  groome,   I'l  teare  thy  flefh  like  falling 
Snow. 

Ther.     If  I  had  HeBors  face  thou  durfL  not  doo't. 

Achi.     Durfl  not  % 

Ther.     Durfl  not,   hee's  in   the  field,  thou  in   thy 
Tent, 
He5lor  playing  vpon  the  Greekijh  burgonets, 
Achilles  fingring  his  effeminate  Lute. 
And   now  becaufe  thou  durfl  not  meete  him  in  the 
field,    thou    hafl    counterfeited    an    honour    of  loue. 
Achilles  ?  Thou  the  Champion  of  Greece,  a  meere  bug- 
beare,  a  fear- crow,  a  Hobby-horfe. 

Achi.      Vlijfes  taught  thee  this,  deformed  flaue. 

Ther.     Coward  thou  durfl  not  do  this  to  Heftor. 

Achi,     On  thee  He  pracftife,  til  I  meete  with  him. 

The.     Aiax  is  vaHant,  and  in   the    throng  of  the 
Troians, 
Achilles  is  turn'd  Fidler  in  the  Tents  of  the  Grecians. 


Alarum.     Enter  Diomed  wounded,  bringing  in 
Patro clus  dying. 

Dio.     Looke  here  Achilles. 
Achi.     Patrodus  % 
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Pat.     This  wound  great  HeBor  gaue  : 
Reuenge  my  death,  before  I  nieete  my  graue. 

Enter  Vliffes  and  Aiax  wounded. 

Vlif,     Yet  will  Achilles  fight?  fee  Aiax  wounded, 
Two  hundred  of  thy  warlike  Mirmedons 
Thou  had  lofl  this  day. 

Aia.     Let's  beate  him  to  the  field. 

Achi.     Ha  ? 

Aia.     Had  I  lofl  a  Patroclus^  a  deere  friend 
As  thou  haft  done,  I  would  haue  dond  thefe  armes 
In  which  he  dyed,  fprung  through  the  Troian  hoafl,         1 
And  mauger  oppofition,  let  the  blow  ) 

Or  by  the  fame  hand  dy'd  :  come  ioyne  with  me, 
And  we  without  this  pi61ure,  ftatue  of  Greece^ 
This  fliaddow  of  Achilles^  will  once  more 
Inuade  the  Troia?t  hoafl. 

Achi.     Aiax  % 

Aia.     Achilles  ? 

Achi.     Wee  owe  thee  for  this  fcorne. 

Aia.     I  Icorne  that  debt : 
Thou  hafl  not  fought  with  HeBor. 

Achi.      My  honor  and  my  oath  both  combate  in      jy 
mee  : 
But  loue  fwayes  moft. 

Alarum.     Enter  Menelaus  and  Agamemnon. 

Men.     Our   fhips  are  fir'd,    fine    hundred   gallant 
veffels 
Burnt  in  the  Sea,  halfe  of  our  Fleete  deflroy'd, 
Without  fome  prefent  refcue. 

Achi.     Ha,  ha,  ha. 

Aga,     Doth  no   man   aske   where   is   this  double 
fire. 
That  two  wayes  flyes  towards  heauen  % 
Vpon  the  right  our  royall  Nauy  burnes, 
Vpon  the  left  Achilles  Tents  on  fire. 
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Achi.     Our  Tent  ? 

Aga.  By  lone  thy  Tent,  and  all  thy  Mirmedons, 
Haue  not  the  ])o\ver  to  quench  it  :  yet  great  lienor 
Hath  filed  more  blood  this   day,  then  would  haue 

feru'd 
To  quench,  both  Fleete  and  Tent. 

Achi.  My  fword  and  armour  : 
Polixena,  thy  loue  we  will  lay  by, 
Till  by  this  hand,  that  Troian  lienor  dye. 

Aia.     I  knew  he  mud  be  fired  out.  Exit. 

Alarum.     Enter  He6lor,  Paris,  Troilus,  ^neas, 
with  burning  staues  and  fire-bals. 

A I  the  Troians.     Strike,  flab,  wound,  kill,  toffe  fire- 
brands, and  make  way, 
HeBor  of  Troy^  and  a  vidlorious  day. 
Hec.     Well  fought  braue  brothers. 

Enter  Aiax. 

Pa.     What's  hee  % 

Troi.     Tis  Aiax.  downe  with  him. 

Hec.     No  man  prefume  to  dart  a  feather  at  him 
Whilfl  we  haue  odds  :  coufen  if   thou  feekefl  corn- 
bate? 
See  we  fland  fingle,  not  one  Troian  here, 
Shall  lay  a  violent  hand  vpon  thy  life, 
Saue  wee  our  felfe. 

Aia.     Coufen  th'art  honorable, 
I  now  mufl  both  intreate  and  coniure  thee. 
For  my  old  Vncle  Priams  fake,  his  fifler 
Hefione  my  mother,  and  thine  Aunt : 
This  day  leaue  thine  aduantage,  fpare  our  Fleete, 
And  let  vs  quench  our  Tents,  onely  this  day 
Stay  thy  Vicflorious  hand,  tis  Aiax  pleades, 
Who  but,  of  lone  hath  neuer  begg'd  before, 
And  faue  of  loue^  will  not  intreate  againe. 

Al  Troians.     Burne,  flill  more  fire. 
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He^.     I'le  quench  it  with  his  blood 
That  addes  one  fparke  vnto  this  kindled  flame  : 
My  coufin  fliall  not  for  Hefiones  fake 
Be  ought  denide  of  HeHor^  (he's  our  Aunt : 
Thou,  then  this  day  haft  fau'd  the  Grecian  Fleete  : 
Let's  found  retreat,  whofe  charge  made   al    Greece 

quake, 
We  fpare  whole  thoufands  for  one  Aiax  fake. 

A  Retreate  founded.  Exeimt  the  Troians . 

Aia.     Worthiefl  a  Hue  thou  haft,  Greece  was  this 
day 
At  her  lafl  cafl,  had  they  purfude  aduantage  : 
But  I  deuine,  hereafter  from  this  hower, 
We  neuer  more  flial  fhrinke  beneath  their  power. 

Exit. 

Explicit  A6lus  tertius. 


AH^tts  Quartiis  Sccena  prima. 

Enter  He(5lor,  Troilus,  Paris,  ^neas,  He6lors 
armour  bearer^  with  others. 

Hec.     My  armour,  and  my  trufty  Galatee^ 
The  proudefl  fleed  that  euer  rider  backt, 
Or  with  his  hoofes  beate  thunder  from  the  earth. 
The  Sunne  begins  to  mount  the  EaRerne  hill, 
And  wee  not  yet  in  field  :  Lords  yeflerday 
Wee  flipt  a  braue  aduantage,  elfe  thefe  fhips 
That  floate  now  in  the  Samothracian  road, 
And  with  their  waning  pendants  menace  Troy 
Had  with  their  flames  refle6ling  from  the  Sea, 
Gilt   thofe    high    towers,    which    now   they  proudly 
braue. 
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Troi.     On  then  ;  Achilles  is  vnconquered  yet, 
Great  Agamemyion  and  the  Sparta?i  King, 
Aiax  the  bigge-bond  Duke  of  Salai?ii?ie, 
With  him  tiuit  with  his  Lance  made  Ve?ius  bleed, 
The  bold,  (but  euer  rafh)  King  Dm?ic(l, 
To  lead  thefe  captiue  through  the  Scamander  Plaines, 
Tliat  were  a  taske  worth  lienor. 

Far.     Why  not  vs  ] 
Yet  rnofl  becomming  him,  come  then  yEneas, 
Let  each  Picke  one  of  thefe  braue  Champions  out 
And  fmgle  him  a  captiue. 

^7ie.     'Twere  an  enterprife 
That  would  deferue  a  lafling  Chronicle  : 
Lead  on  renowned  He&or. 

HeH:.     Vnnimble  flaue, 
Difpatch,  make  haft,  I  would  be  fijft  in  field. 
And  now  I  muft  be  cal'd  on. 

Enter  Andromache  and  young  Aflianax. 

Andro.     Oh  flay  deare  Lord,  my  royall  husband 
ftay, 
Cafl  by  thy  {hield,  fellow  vncafe  his  armes. 
Knock  off  the  riuets,  lay  that  baldricke  by, 
But  this  one  day  refl  with  Andromache. 

Hec.     What  meaneft  thou  woman  % 

Andro.     To  faue  my  honoured  Lord 
From  a  fad  fate,  for  if  this  ominous  day, 
This  day  difaftrous,  thou  appear'fl  in  field 
1  neuer  more  fhall  fee  thee. 

Hec.     Fond  Andromache. 
Giue  me  fome  reafon  for't. 

Andro.     A  fearefull  dream e, 
This  night  me  thought  I  faw  thee  'mongfl  the  Greekes 
Round  girt  with  fquadrons  of  thine  enemies. 
All  which  their  lauelins  thrild  againfl  thy  brefl, 
And  flucke  them  in  thy  bofome. 

Hec.     So  many  Squadrons, 
And  all  their  darts  quiuerd  in  Heclors  brefl, 
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Some  glanc't  vpon  mine  armour,  did  they  not  % 

Par.     l!)id    none    of    thefe    darts    rebound  from 
HcHor 
And  hit  thee  fifler,  for  (my  Laffe)  I  know, 
Thou  hall  been  oft  hit  by  thine  HeBor  fo. 

Aiidro.     Oh  doe  not  iefl  my  husband  to  his  death, 
I  wak't  and  flept,  and  flept  and  wak't  againe  : 
But  both  my  flumbers  and  my  founde  fleepes 
Met  in  this  one  maine  truth,  if  thou  this  day 
Affront  their  Army  or  oppofe  their  fleete, 
After  this  day  we  ne're  more  fhall  meete. 

HeB.     Trufl  not  deceptious   vifions,    dreames   are 
fables, 
Adulterate  Sceanes  of  Anticke  forgeries 
Playd  vpon  idle  braines,  come  Lords  to  horfe 
To  keepe  me  from  the  field,  dreames  haue  no  force. 

Ajidro.     Troilus,  JEneas^  Paris ^  young  AJlianax^ 
Hang  on  thy  fathers  armour,  flay  his  fpeed. 

Asti.     Father,  fweete  father  do  not  fight  to  day. 

HeB.     Helpe  to  take  off  thefe  burrs,  they  trouble 
mee. 

Andro.     Hold,  hold  thy  father,  if  thou  canfl  not 
kneele, 
Yet  with  thy  teares  intreate  him  flay  at  home. 

AJli.     I 'I  hang  vpon  you,  you  fhall  beate  me  father 
Before  I  let  you  goe. 

HeB.     How  boy  1     I'le  whippe  you  if  you  flirre  a 
foot. 
Go  get  you  to  your  mother. 

Pa.     Come  to  horfe. 

Enter  Priam,  Hecuba,  Hell  en,  6^<r. 

Pri.     HeBor,  I  charge  thee  by  thine  honour  flay, 
Go  not  this  day  to  battaile. 

Hen.     By  all  the  gods 
Andro?nache,  thou  doft  abate  my  loue 
To  winne  mee  from  my  glory. 

hec.     From  thy  death. 
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Troilus^  ]:)crfwadc  thy  brotlier,  daughter  Ilellen^ 
Speake  to  thy  Pcwis  to  intreate  him  too. 

Hel.     Paris  fweete  husband. 

Pa.     Leaue  your  cunning  Ilellefi. 
My  brother  Hiall  to  the  field. 

HeL     But  by  this  kiffe  thou  (halt  not. 

Pa.     Now  haue  not  I  the  heart  to  fay  her  nay  : 
This  kiffe  hath  ouercome  mee. 

Aftdro.     My  dearefl  loue, 
Pitty  your  wife,  your  fonne,  your  father,  all 
Thefe  Hue  beneath  the  fafeguard  of  that  arme  ; 
Pitty  in  vs  whole  Troy  all  ready  doom'd 
To  finke  beneath  your  ruine. 

Pri.     If  thou  fall, 
Who  then  fhall  fland  ?  Troy  fhall  confume  with  fire 
(That  yet  remaines  in  thee)  wee  perifh  all, 
Or  which  is  worfe,  led  captiue  into  Greece : 
Therefore  deare  He^or^  call  thy  armour  off. 

Andro.     Husband. 

Hecu.     Sonne. 

Hel.     Brother. 

HeH:.     By  lone  I  am  refolu'd. 

Afidro.     Oh  all  yee  gods  ! 

JTe^.     Not  all  the  diuells 
Could  halfe  torment  me  like  thefe  women  tongues. 

Pa.     At  my  entreaty,  and  for  Hellens  loue, 
Leaue  vs  to  beare  the  fortunes  of  this  day  ; 
Heres  Troilus  and  my  felfe  will  make  them  fweare  ; 
Ere  the  fight  end  there  are  two  He^ors  here. 

^ne.     Befides  y^neus,  and  Deiphobus 
Young  Margareton,  and  a  thoufand  more 
Sworne  to  fet  fire  on  all  their  Tents  this  day ; 
Then  He^or  for  this  once  refolue  to  flay. 

Hed.     To  horfe  then  Parts,  do  not  linger  time. 

Pa.     To  horfe,  come  brother  Troilus. 

Hefl.     Watch  Alargaretoti,  if  the  youthful!  Prince 
Yenter  beyond  his  flrength,  let  him  haue  refcue. 

Troi.     Hee  fliall  be  all  our  charge. 

Pri.     He^or  let's  mount  vpon  the  walls  of  Troy, 
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And  thence  fumeigh  the  battaile. 

Hea.     Well  bee't  fo. 
But  if  one  Troian  fliall  for  fuccour  cry, 
I'le  leaue  the  walls  and  to  his  refcue  flye.  Exit. 

Enter  Troilus  and  Diomed  after  an  alarum. 

Troi.     King  Dmned. 
Dio,     Crefcds  firfl.  loue. 
Troi.     Yes  Diomed  and  her  lafl, 
I'le  Hue  to  loue  her  when  thy  life  is  pafl. 

Enter  Menelaus  both  vpon  Troilus. 

Men.     Hold   Troian^  for  no   Greeke  mud   be   dif- 
arm'd. 

Enter  Paris. 

Pa.     Vnmanly  odds,  King  Menelaus  turne 
Thy  face  this  way,  'tis  Troian  Paris  calls. 

Men-     Of  all  that  breath,  I  loue  that  Paris  tongue 
When  it  fliall  call  to  Armes  :  now  one  fhal  downe. 

Alarum.     Menelaus  ya//f. 

Par.     Thou  keep'fl  thy  word,   for  thou  art  downe 
indeed. 
Yet  by  the  fword  of  Paris  fhalt  not  dye. 
I  flew  thy  fame  when  I  firfl  flole  thy  Queene, 
And  therefore  Spartaji  will  now  fpare  thy  life  : 
Achilles,  Diofned,  Aiax,  one  of  three 
Were  noble  prife,  thou  art  no  fpoyle  for  mee. 

Alarum.  Enter  aboue  Priam,  He6lor,  Aftianax,  He- 
cuba, Hellen,  &>€.  Below  Achilles  and  Mar- 
gareton. 

Achtl.     If  thou   bee'fl   noble   by   thy   blood    and 
valour, 
Tell  mee  if  He^or  bee  in  field  this  day. 
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Mar^s:;.     Thy  coniuration  hath  a  (loul)lc  fpcll, 
lieBor  is  not  in  field,  but  here  I  iland 
Thy  warhke  oppofite. 

AcJii.     Thou  art  young  and  vveake,  retire  and  fpare 
thy  hfe. 

Mar.     I'm  hcBors  brother,  none  of  He^ors  blood 
Did  euer  yet  retreite. 

Achi.     If  Hc^ors  friend, 
Here  mud  thy  life  and  glory  both  haue  end. 

Ac/lilies  kits  him. 

HeB.     Oh  father,  fee  where  Margareton  lyes 
Your  fonne,  my  brother  by  Achilles  flaine. 

Pri.     Thy  brother  Troylus  will  reuenge  his  death  : 
But  Heclor  fliall  not  mooue. 

Hec.     Ti'oylus  nor  all  the  Troiaiis  in  the  field 
Can  make  their  fwords  bite  on  Achilles  fliield  : 
'Tis  none  but  HeBor  muft  reuenge  his  death. 

P.     But  not  this  day. 

HeB.     Before  the  Sunne  decline, 
That  terrour  of  the  earth  I'le  make  deuine. 

Exit  from  the  wals. 

Alarum.     Enter  Heclor  beating  before  him  Achilles 
Mermidons. 

He6l,     Thus  flyes   the   duft   before   the   Northern 

winds, 
And  turnes  to  Attorns  dancing  in  the  ayre, 
So  from  the  force  of  our  vi6lorious  arme, 
Flye  armed  fquadrons  of  the  boldefl  Greekes^ 
And  mated  at  the  terrour  of  our  name, 
So  cleare  the  field  before  me,  no  mans  fauour'd  : 
The  blood  of  three  braue  Princes  in  my  rage, 
I  haue  facrific'd  to  Margaritons  foule. 
Aiax  OilcBus^  Aiax  Telamon, 
Merionus,  Menelaus^  Ido??iea, 
Arch-dukes   and    Kings    haue   fhrunke   beneath   this 

arme, 
Befides  a  thoufand  Knights  haue  falne  this  day 
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Beneath  the  fury  of  my  pondrous  blowes  : 
And  not  the  leafl  of  my  vi(5lorious  fpoyles, 
Quiuer'd  my  laiieHn  through  the  brawny  thigh 
Of  flrong  Achilles,  and  I  feeke  him  flill, 
Once  more  to  tug  with  him :  my  fword  and  breath 
AffifL  me  dill,  till  one  drop  downe  in  death. 

Enter  Achilles  with  his  guard  of  M.Qxm\diQns. 

Achi.     Come  cad  your  felues  into  a  ring  of  terrour, 
About  this  warlike  Prince,  by  whom  I  bleede. 

Hec.     What  meanes  the  glory  of  the  Grecian  hoafl 
Thus  to  befiege  me  with  his  Mermidons  % 
And  keepe  aloofe  himfelfe. 

AchiL     That  fliall  my  Launce 
In  bloody  letters  text  vpon  thy  breafl, 
For  young  Fatroclus  death,  for  my  difhonours, 
For  thoufand  fpoyles,  and  for  that  infinite  wracke 
Our  Army  hath  indur'd  onely  by  thee, 
Thy  life  muft  yeeld  me  fatisfa6lion. 

Hec.     My  life  %  and  welcome,  by  Apolloes  fire 
I  neuer  ventred  blood  with  more  content. 
Then  againft  thee  Achilles^  come  prepare. 

AchiL     For   eminent   death,    you    of    my   warlike 
guard, 
My  Mermidons,  for  flaughters  mofl  renown'd. 
Now  fworne  to  my  defignements,  your  fleele  polaxes, 
Fixe  all  at  once,  and  girt  him  round  with  wounds. 

Hec.     DiHionourable  Greeke^  He&or  nere  dealt 
On  bafe  aduantage,  or  euer  lift  his  fword 
Ouer  a  quaking  foe,  but  as  a  fpoyle 
Vnworthy  vs,  flill  left  him  to  his  feare : 
Nor  on  the  man,  whom  fmgly  I  flruke  downe, 
Haue  I  redoubled  blowes,  my  valour  flill 
Oppofde  againfl  a  flanding  enemy. 
Thee  haue  1  twice  vnhorfl,  and  when  I  might 
Haue  flaine  thee  groueling,  left  thee  to  the  field, 
Thine  armour  and  thy  fhield  impenetrable, 
Wrought  by  the  god  of  Lemnos  in  his  forge 
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By  arte  diuine,  with  the  whole  world  ingrauen, 

I  haiie  through  picrc't,   and  flill  it  wearcs  my  skarres  : 

Forget  not  how  lad  day,  euen  in  thy  tent 

I  feafled  my  good  fword,  and  might  haiie  flung 

My  bals  of  wild-fire  round  about  your  Fleete, 

To  haue  fent  vp  your  Greekifh  pride  in  flames, 

Which  would  haue  fixt  a  fl.arre  in  that  high  Orbe, 

To  memorize  to  all  fucceeding  times 

Our  glories  and  your  fliames,  yet  this  I  fpar'd, 

And  fliall  I  now  be  flayne  by  treachery  ? 

Achi.     Tell   him   your   anfvver   on    your   weapons 
points, 
Vpon  him  my  braue  fouldiers. 

Hec.     Come  you  flaues. 
Before  I  fall,  He  make  fome  food  for  graues, 
That  gape  to  fwallow  cowards  :  ceaze  you  dogges 
Vpon  a  Lyon  with  your  armed  phangs. 
And  bate  me  brauely,  where  I  touch  I  kill, 
And  where  I  faften  teare  body  from  foule, 
And  foule  from  hope  of  refl :  all  Greece  fliall  know, 
Blood  mufl,  run  wafl.  in  He^ors  ouerthrow. 

Alarum.     Yi^dox  fals  Jlayne  by  the  Mermidons^ 
then  Achilles  wounds  him  with  his  Launce. 

Achi,     Farwell  the  noblefl  fpirit  that  ere  breath'd 
In  any  terrene  manfion  :  Take  vp  his  body 
And  beare  it  to  my  Tent  :  He  flraight  to  horfe, 
And  at  his  fetlockes  to  my  greater  glory, 
He  dragge  his  mangled  trunke  that  Grecians  all, 
May  deafe  the  world  with  fhouts,  at  Hedors  fall. 

Enter  Priam,  ^neas,  Troilus,  Paris.  * 

Pri.     Blacke  fate,  blacke  day,  be  neuer  Kallendred 
Hereafter  in  the  number  of  the  yeare. 
The  Planets  ceafe  to  worke,  the  Spheares  to  mooue, 
The  Sunne  in  his  meridian  courfe  to  fhine, 
Perpetuall  darkneffe  ouerwhelme  the  day, 
In  which  is  falne  the  pride  of  Afia. 
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Trou     Rot  may  that  hand, 
And  euery  ioynt  drop  peece-meale  from  his  arme, 
That  tooke  fuch  bafe  aduantage  on  a  worthy, 
Who  all  aduantage  fcorn'd. 

Pa.      Yet  though  his  life  they  haue  bafely   tane 
away. 
His  body  we  haue  refcued  mauger  Greece. 
And  Paris ^  I  the  meanefl  of  Priaius  fonnes, 
Haue  made  as  many  Mermidons  weepe  blood, 
As  had  lead  finger  in  the  Worthies  fall. 

Pri.    What  but  his  death  could  thus  haue  arm'd  my 
hand. 
Or  drawne  decreeped  Priam  to  the  field  : 
That  ftarre  is  fhot,  his  lufler  quite  ecclips'd  : 
And  (hall  we  now,  furrender  Hellena  % 

Pa.     Not  till  Achilles  lye  as  dead  as  HeBor^ 
And  Aiax  by  Achilles^  not  whilll  IJliwn 
Hath  one  flone  rear'd  vpon  anothers  backe 
To  ouer-looke  thefe  wals,  or  thofe  high  wals 
To  ouer-peere  the  plaine. 

Troi.     Contrary  Elements, 
The  warring  meteors  :  Hell  and  Elizium 
Are  not  fo  much  oppof'd,  as  Troy  and  Greece^ 
For  HeBor^  HeBors  death. 

Par.     A  mofl  fad  Funerall 
Will  his  in  Troy  be,  where  fhall  fcarfe  an  eye 
Of  twice  two  hundred  thoufand  be  found  drye  : 
Thefe  obets  once  pafl  o're,  which  we  defire, 
Thofe  eyes  that  now  fhed  water,  fhall  fpeake  fire. 

^iie.     Now  found  retreate. 

Pri.     Wee  backe  to  Troy  returne. 
Where  euery  foule  in  funeral  black  fhall  mourne.  Exit, 

Par.     HeBor  is  dead,  and  yet  my  brother  Troiliis 
A  fecond  terrour  to  the  Greekes  flill  Hues. 
In  him  there's  hope  fince  all  his  Mermidons 
Hauing  felt  his  fury,  flye  euen  at  his  name. 
But  mufl  the  proud  Achilles  flill  infult 
And  tryumph  in  the  glory  of  bafe  deedes  % 
No,  HeBor  hee  deflroy'd  by  treachery, 
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And  hee  mufl  dye  by  craft.     But  Priams  temper 

^^'ill  nerc  bee  brought  to  any  bafe  rcuenge  : 

A  woman  is  mofl  fubiedl  vnto  f[)lccne, 

And  I  will  vfe  the  braine  of  Hecuba : 

This  bloody  fonne  of  Thetis  doth  flill  doate 

Vpon  tlic  beauty  of  Polixena ; 

And  that's  the  bafe  we  now  muft.  build  vpon. 

My  mother  hath  by  fecret  letters  wrought  him 

Once  more  to  abandon  both  the  field  and  armes  : 

The  plot  is  cafl,  which  if  it  well  fucceede, 

He  that's  of  blood  infatiate,  mufl  next  bleed.       Exit. 

Achilles  difcouered  in  his  Tent,  about  him  his  bleeding 
Men?tido?is,  himfelfe  wounded,  and  with  him 
Vliffes. 

Vlif.     Why  will  not  great  Achilles  don  his  Armes, 
And  rowfe  his  bleeding  Mirmidons  %  Hiall  Troilus 
March  backe  to  Troy  with  armour,  fword,  and  lance, 
All  dyde  in  Grecian  blood  ?  fhall  aged  Priam 
Boafl  in  faire  Iflium  that  the  fonne  of  Thetis^ 
Whofe  warlike  fpeare  pierc't  mighty  He^ors  biefl, 
Lies  like  a  coward  flumbring  in  his  Tent, 
Becaufe  hee  feares  young  Troilus. 

Achi.     Pardon  mee, 
Vlijfes^  here's  a  Briefe  from  Hecuba^ 
Wherein  fliee  vowes,  if  I  but  kill  one  Troian, 
I  neuer  fhall  inioy  Polixe?ia. 

Vlif.     But  thinks  Achilles,  if  the  Greekes  be  flaine, 
And  forc't  perforce  to  march  away  from  7royj 
That  hee  fliall  then  inioy  Polixe?ia  % 
No,  'tis  King  Priams  fubtilty,  whilfl  thou 
Sleep'ft  in  thy  Tent,  Troilus  through  all  our  Troups 
Makes  Lanes  of  flaughtered  bodies,  and  will  tolle 
His  Balls  of  wild-fire  as  great  Hedor  did 
O're  all  our  nauall  forces :  But  did  this  Prince 
Lye  bieathleffe  bleeding  at  Achilles  feet, 
Difpairing  Priam  would  to  make  his  peace 
Make  humbly  tender  of  Polixena, 
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And  be  much  proud  to  call  Achilles  fonne  ? 
Achi.     Were  Troilus  flaine  % 

Vlif.     Who  elfe  deales  wounds  fo  thicke  and  fafl  as 
hee, 
They  call  him  HeHors  ghofl,  he  glides  fo  quicke 
Through  our  Battalions  :  If  hee  beate  vs  hence, 
And  wee  bee  then  compel'd  to  fue  to  them  % 
It  will  be  anfwer'd,  that  great  HeBors  deathf-man 
Shall  neuer  wedd  his  fifler :  HeBors  fonne 
Will  neuer  kneele  to  him,  by  whofe  flrong  hand 
His  father  fell ;  but  were  young  Troilus  flaine, 
And  Prianis  fonnes  fent  wounded  from  the  field, 
Troy  then  would  floope,  and  fend  Folixe7ia 
Euen  to  Achilles  Tent. 

Achi.     My  fword  and  armour, 
Arife  my  bleeding  miniflers  of  death, 
I'le  feafl  you  with  an  Ocean  of  blood- royall : 
Vly/jfes^  ere  this  Sunne  fall  from  the  skies. 
By  this  right  hand  the  warlike  Troilus  dyes. 

Alarum.     Enter  Troilus  and  Therfites. 

Ther.     Hold  if  thou  bee'fl  a  man. 

T'oi.      Stand    if    thou   bee'fl   a   fouldier,    do   not 
flirinke. 

Ther.      Art    not    thou    Troilus^   yong    and    lufly 
Troilus. 

Troi.     I  am,  what  then  ? 

Ther.     And  I  Therfites^  lame  and  impotent, 
What  honour  canfl  thou  get  by  killing  mee  ? 
I  cannot  fight. 

Troi.     What  mak'fl  thou  in  the  field  then  ? 

Ther.     I  came  to  laugh  at  mad-men,  thou  art  one ; 
The  Troiafis  are  all  mad,  fo  are  the  Greeks^ 
To  kill  fo  many  thoufands  for  one  drabbe. 
For  Hellen :  a  light  thing,  doe  thou  turne  wife 
And  kill  no  more  ;  I  fmce  thefe  warres  began 
Shed  not  one  drop  of  blood. 

Troi.     But  proud  Achilles 
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Slew  my  bold  brother,  and  you  Grecians  all 
Shall  perifli  for  the  noble  lienors  fall. 

T/ier.    Hold,  the  Pox  take  thee  hold,  whilfl  I  haue 
breath, 
I  am  bound  to  curfe  thy  fingers. 

Enter  Achilles  with  his  Mirrnidons,  after  Troilus  hath 
beaten  Therfites. 

Achil.     I  might  haue  flaine  young  Troilus  when  his 
fword 
Late  fparkled  fire  out  of  the  Spartans  helme, 
But  that  had  flild  my  fame,  but  I  will  trace  him 
Through  the  whole  Army,  when  I  meete  the  Troian 
Breathleffe  and  faint  :  Tie  thunder  on  his  crefl 
Some  valour,  but  aduantage  likes  mee  bell. 

Enter  Troilus. 

Troi.     Let  Cowards  fight  with  Cowards,  and  both 
feare, 
The  bafe  Therfites  is  no  match  for  mee, 
Oppofe  mee  to  the  proudefl  hee  in  field, 
Mofl  eminent  iri  Armes,  and  befl  approu'd. 
To  make  the  thirfly  after  blood  to  bleed, 
And  that's  the  proud  Achilles. 

Achi.     Who  names  vs  % 

Troi.     Fate,  thou  haft  now  before  me  fet  the  man 
Whom  I  mofl  fought,  to  thee  whom  I  will  offer 
To  appeafe  He^ors  ghofl  a  facrifice. 
You  widdowed  Matrons  who  now  mourne  in  teares. 
And  all  you  watry  eyes  furceafe  to  weepe. 
Fathers  that  in  this  warre  haue  lofl  your  fonnes, 
And  fonnes  your  fathers,  by  Achilles  hand  ; 
No  more  lament  vpon  their  funerall  Armes, 
But  from  this  day  reioyce  :  pofterity 
From  age  to  age  this  to  fucceffion  tell, 
Hee  falls  by  Troilus,  by  whom  He6lor  fell. 

Achi.     He^lors  fad  fate  betyde  him,  fouldiers  on. 
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Both  brothers  fliew  Hke  mercy,  thy  vaine  found 
That  boafled  lyes  now  leuel'd  with  the  ground. 

Troilus  isjlaine  by  him  aftd  the  Mirmidons. 

Enter  Therfites. 

Ther.     Achilles  \ 

Achi.     What's  hee  ?  TJierfctes. 

Titer,     Thou  art  a  coward. 

Achi.     Haue  I  not  lau'd  thy  life,  and  flaine  proud 
Troilus 
By  whom  the  Greekes  lye  pilde  in  breathleffe  heapes  1 

Ther.     Yes  when  he  was  out  of  breath  fo  thou 
flewefl  Heflor 
Girt  with  thy  Mirmidons. 

Achi.     Dogged  Therfites , 
rie  cleaue  thee  to  thy  Nauell  if  thou  op'il 
Thy  venemous  lawes. 

Ther.     Doe,  doe,  good  Dog-killer. 

Achi.     You  flaue. 

Tlier.     I  am  out  of  breath  now  too,  elfe  bug-bare 
Greeke 
Thou  durfl  not  to  haue  touch't  mee. 

Achilles  beates  him  ojf,  retreate  founded.     Enter  Aga- 
memnon, Aiax,  Vlyffes,  dN^.,  all  the  other  but  Paris. 

Agam.     To  whom  doft  thou  addreffe   thine   Em- 
bafie  % 

Par.     To  Achilles. 

Agcu     And  not  the  Generall  %      It  concernes  our 
place 
To  heare  King  Priams  embafie. 

Pa.     Let  mee  haue  paffage  to  Achilles  Tent, 
There  Agamemno7i  (if  you  pleafe)  may  heare 
What  Priam  fends  to  your  great  Champion. 

Aga.     Let  it  bee  fo. 

Aiax.     The  Generall  wrongs  that  honour 
Wee  Princes  in  our  loue  conferre  on  him. 
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Had  I  til'  im])eriall  mandat  in  my  mouth, 
I  would  not  loofe  one  iot  of  my  command 
For  all  the  proud  Achillcs\  on  earth, 
Take  him  at  bed  hee's  but  a  fellow  pcere, 
And  fliould  he  lift  his  head  aboue  the  Clouds 
I  hold  my  felfe  his  equall. 

Enter  Achilles/r^w  his  Te?it. 

Achi.     Vntuterd  Aiax. 

Aia.     Who  fpake  that  word  ? 

Achi.     'Twas  I  Achilles,  let  the  fonne  of  Priam 
Bee  priuat  with  vs. 

Aga.     It  belongs  to  vs 
To  bee  partakers  of  his  Embafie. 

Achi.     Difmiffe  then  our  Inferiours,  you  Vlijfes 
Are  welcome,  Mejielaas,  Diomed. 
Let  Aiax  flay  without,  and  know  his  duty.  Exit. 

Aiax.     Duty  ?     Oh  you  gods  ! 
Ha  ?  in  what  Diale6l  fpake  hee  that  language 
Which  Greece  yet  neuer  knew,  wee  owe  to  him  ? 
rie  after  him  and  dragge  him  from  his  Tent, 
And  teach  the  infolent,  manners :  Giue  mee  way. 
Vlijfes^  thou  and  all  the  world  fhal  know, 
That  faue  the  obedience  that  I  owe  the  gods, 
And  duty  to  my  father  Telajnon, 
Aiax  knowes  none,  no  not  to  A^a7nemno7i : 
For  what  hee  hath  of  mee's  my  courtefie, 
What  hee   claimes   elfe,  or  the  proud'fl  Greeke  that 

breaths, 
I'le  pay  him  in  the  poor'fl  and  bafefl  fcorne 
Contempt  was  ere  expreflin. 

Vlif.     Aiax  you  are  too  bold  with  great  Achilles, 
You  beare  your  felfe  more  equall  then  you  ought, 
With  one  fo  trophy 'd. 

Aia.     Bold  ?  oh  my  merits. 
Are  you  foone  forgot  ?  why  King  of  Ithaca, 
What  hath  this  Toy  (aboue  fo  talkt  of)  done, 
Sauing  flaine  He^or,  which  at  befl  receiu'd 
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Was  but  fcarfe  fairely,  which  the  common  tongues, 
Voyces,  with  bafe  aduantage. 

VI if.     Yes,  Prince  Troilus 
Surnam'd  the  fecond  HeBor^  lyeth  imbak'd 
In  his  cold  blood,  (layne  by  Achilles  hand  : 
The  flreame  of  glory  now  runnes  all  towards  him  : 
Achilles  lookes  for't  Aiax. 

Aia.     But  when  Achilles  flumbred  in  his  Tent, 
Or  waking  with  his  Lute  courted  the  ayre  ; 
Then  Aiax  did  not  beare  himfelfe  too  bold 
With  this  great  Champion  :  when  I  fau'd  our  Fleet© 
From  HeBors  wild-fire,  I  deferu'd  fome  prayfe, 
But  then  your  tongues  were  mute. 

Vlif.     You  in  thefe  times 
Did  not  affedl  oilent,  but  fliil  went  on  : 
But  Thetis  fonne  lookes  for  a  world  of  found 
To  fpread  his  attributes. 

Aia,     The  proud  Achilles 
Shall  not  out-Qiine  me  long,  in  the  next  battaile. 
If  to  kill  Troians  bee  to  dim  his  prayfe, 
I'le  quench  his  lufler  by  my  bloody  rayes. 

Enter  Agamemnon,  Achilles,  Diomed,  Menelaus, 
and  Paris,  o^c. 

Pa.     Shall  I  returne  that  anfwere  to  King  Priam  ? 

Achi.     Say  in  the  morning  we  will  vifite  him  : 
So  beare  our  kinde  regreetes  to  Hecuba. 

Aia.     But  will  Achilles  trufL  himfelfe  with  Pria?n^ 
Whofe  warlike  fonnes  were  by  his  valour  flaine  ? 

Achi.     Priam  is  honourable,  fee  here's  his  hand, 
His  Queene  religious,  and  behold  her  name  : 
Polixena  deuine,  reade  here,  her  vowes, 
Honor,  religions,  and  diuinity. 
All  ioyntly  promifing  Achilles  fafety  : 
PariS)  you  heare  our  anfwere,  fo  returne  it. 

Pa.      We  fhal  receiue  Achilles  with  al  honor. 

Exit. 
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Mcne.      Were    I    Achilles  and   had    flaine   great 
Hcflory 
With  vaHant  Troilus^  Priams  beR  lou'd  fonnes, 
I  for  the  brighten  Lady  in  all  Afia^ 
Would  not  fo  trufl  my  perfon  with  the  father. 

Achi.     I  am  refolu'd,  Vlyffes  you  once  told  mee 
Priam  would  fleepe  if  Troilus  once  were  flayne. 

Vlyjf.     And  I  dare  gage  my  life,  the  reuerent  King 
Intends  no  treafon  to  Achilles  perfon. 
But  meerely  by  this  honourable  League, 
To  draw  our  warlike  Champion  from  the  field. 

Achi.     But  we'le  deceiue  his  hopes  :  feare  not  great 
Kings, 
When  to  my  Tent  I  bring  Polixena : 
The  fooner  Troy  lyes  leuell  with  the  ground. 
You  vnderfland  me  Lords ;  fhall  I  intreate  you 
Affociate  me  vnto  the  facred  Temple 
Of  Diuine  Phoebus  ? 

Aga.     In   me   thefe    Kings  Ihall   anfwere,  wee  in 
peace 
Will  bring  Achilles  to  Apolloes  fhrine, 
Prouided,  Priam  ere  we  enter  Troy, 
Will  giue  vs  hoflage  for  our  fafe  returne. 

Achi.     My  honour'd  hand  with  his.  Exeunt. 

Enter  Paris  and  Hecuba. 

Hecu.     Oh  Paris,  till  Achilles  lye  as  dead, 
As  did  thy  brother  He^or  at  his  feete, 
His  body  hackt  with  as  many  wounds, 
As  was  thy  brother  Troilus  when  he  fell. 
I  neuer  neuer  fhall  haue  peace  with  Heauen, 
Or  take  thee  for  their  brother,  or  my  fonne. 

Par.     Mother  I  hate  Achilles  more  then  you  ; 
But  I  haue  heard  hee  is  invulnerable : 
His  mother  Thetis  from  the  Oracle 
Receiuing  anfwere,  hee  fhould  dye  at  Troy ; 
(Being  yet  a  childe,)  and  to  preuent  that  fate, 


The  Iron  Age.  331 

She  dipt  him  in  the  Sea,  all  faue  the  heele  : 
Thefe  parts  fhe  drencht,  remayne  impenetrable ; 
But  what  her  dainty  hand  (forbore  to  drowne) 
As  loath  to  feele  the  coldneffe  of  the  wane, 
That,  and  that  onely  may  bee  pierc'd  with  fleele. 
Now  fmce  I  know  his  fellow  Kings  intend, 
To  be  his  guard  to  JJlmrn  :  what's  my  rage  ? 
Or  this  my  weapon  to  deflroy  a  Prince, 
Whofe  flefh  no  fword  can  bite  off. 

Hecu.     Haue  not  I  heard    thee  Paris  praife  thy 
felfe 
For  skill  in  Archery  ?  haue  I  not  feene 
A  fhaft  fent  leuell  from  thy  conftant  hand, 
Command  the  marke  at  pleafure  1  maifl  not  thou 
With  fuch  an  arrow,  and  the  felfe-fame  bow, 
Wound  proud  Achilles  in  that  vndrencht  part, 
And  by  his  heele  draw  Hues  blood  from  his  heart  ? 

Par.     Well  thought  on,  the  rare  cunning  of  this 
hand. 
None  faue  the  powers  immortall  can  withfland  : 
When  in  the  Temple  hee  fliall  thinke  to  imbrace 
My  filler  Polixena,  He  flrike  him  there. 
The  Greekes  are  entred  Troy.     Let's  fill  the  trayne 
To  auoyde  fufpedl,  and  now  my  fhaft  and  bow, 
Greece  from  my  hand,  receiue  thine  ouerthrow. 

Enter  at  one  doore  Priam,  Hecuba,  Paris,  ^neas,  An- 
tenor,  Deiphobus,  Hellena,  a7id  Polixena.  At 
the  other,  Agamemnon,  Achilles,  Menelaus, 
Vliffes,  Diomed,  Therfites,  ajid  Aiax.  They  in- 
terchange imbraceSy  Polixena  is  giuen  to  Achilles, 
&*c, 

Pri.     Though  the  dammage   you    haue  done   to 
Troy, 
Might  ceafe  our  armes,  and  arme  our  browes  with 

wrath, 
Yet  with  a  fmooth  front,  and  heart  vnfeigned, 
Now  bid  Achilles  welcome  ;  welcome  all 
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Before  thefe  Kings,  and  in  the  figlit  of  Ileiiai, 
The  dearell  of  my  daughters  Po/Lxcn 
I  tender  tliee  :  on  to  Apolloes  flirine, 
The  iiamin  flayes  :  thefe  nuptiall  rights  once  pafl, 
You  of  our  befl  varieties  Hiall  tafle.  Exeunt. 

V din?,  fete heth  his  Bow  and  arrowes^ 
Par.     My  bow  !  now  thou  great  god  of  Archery. 
The  Patron  of  our  adlion  and  our  vowes, 
Direct  my  fliaft  to  wound  bright  Thetis  fonne, 
And  let  it  not  offend  thy  deity, 
That  in  thy  Temple  I  exhaufl  his  blood. 
Without  refpedl  of  place,  reuenge  feemes  good.    Exit. 

A  great  crye  within.     Enter  Paris. 

Par.     Tis  done,  Achilles  bleedes,  immortal  powers 
Clap  hands,  and  fmile  to  fee  the  Greeke  fall  dead, 
By  whom  the  valiant  He^ors  blood  was  fhed. 

Enter  all  the  Troians,  and  the  Greekes  bri7iging  in 
Achilles  with  an  arrow  throu8:h  his  heele. 


in' 


A^a.     Pria?n,  thou  haft  diflionourably  broake 
The  Lawes  of  Armes. 

Pri.     By  all  the  gods  I  vowe, 
I  was  a  flranger  to  this  horrid  acfl : 
It  neuer  came  from  Priam. 

VhJJ'     Call   for  your    Surgeon   then   to  flop   his 
wound. 

Mene.     For  if  hee  dye,  it  will  be  regiflred 
For  euer  to  thy  fliame. 

Pri.     A  Surgeon  there. 

Achi.     It  is  in  vaine  for  Hue,  that  god  of  Phyficke 
We  Grecians  honor  in  a  Serpent  fliape ; 
He  could  not  flanch  my  blood  :  know  fellow  Kings 
My  mother  Thetis  by  whofe  heauenly  wifdome, 
My  other  parts  were  made  invulnerable. 
Could  not  of  all  the  gods  obtayne  that  grace, 
But  that  my  blood,  vented  as  now  it  is, 
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The  wound  fliould  be  inciireable  :  what  Coward 

That  durR  not  looke  AcJiiles  in  the  face, 

Hath  found  my  Hues  blood  in  this  fpeeding  place  ? 

Par.     'Twas  I,  'twas  Paris. 

Aiax.     'Twas  a  milke-fop  then. 

Diom.     A  Traytor  to  all  Valour. 

Par.     Did  not   this   bleeding   Greeke   kil   valiant 
HeBor^ 
Incompafl  with  his  Guard  of  Mermidons  % 

Pri.     Degenerate  Paris,  not  old  Priams  fonne, 
Thou  neuer  took'ft  thy  treacherous  blood  from  me. 

Aia.     How   cheeres  Achiles,   though  thy  too  much 
pride 
Which  held  the  heart  of  Aiax  from  thy  loue, 
He'le  be  the  formofl  to  reuenge  thy  death. 

Achil.     Gramercy  noble  Aiax,  A^atnemnoiiy 
Vhffes,  Diomed,  I  feele  my  flrength 
Begins  to  fayle,  let  me  haue  buriall, 
And  then  to  Armes,  reuenge  Achilles  death  : 
Or  if  proud  Troy  remayne  inuincible, 
To  Lycomedes  fend  to  youth  full  Pirhus, 
My  fonne  begot  on  bright  Dedamia ; 
And  let  him  force  his  vengeance  through  the  hearts 
Of  thefe,  by  whom  his  father  was  betray'd. 
I  faint,  may  euery  droppe  of  blood  I  fhed, 
Exhald  by  Phaebus,  putrifie  the  ayre, 
That  every  foule  in  A/ia  that  drawes  breath, 
May  poyfoned  dye  for  great  Achilles  death. 

Aga.     He's   dead,   the   pride    of  all    our  Grecian 
army. 

Vlyjj.     Will  Priam  let  vs  beare  his  body  hence  ? 

Par.     Yes,  and  not  drag  it  'bout  the  wals  of  Troy, 
As  hee  did  Heflors  bafely. 

Pri.     Take  it,  withall  truce,  time  to  bury  it. 

Aga.     Come  Princes,  on  your  Ihoulders  beare  him 
then, 
Brauefl  of  fouldiers,  and  the  befl  of  men. 
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They  beare  him  off.      And  to  Priam  enter 
^neas. 

^ne.     Where's  miglity  Priam  ? 

Pri,     What's  the  newes  ypjicas  % 

/Erie.     Such  as  will  make  your  highnes  doff  your 
age 
And  be  as  youthfull  fpirited  as  the  Spring  : 
Pefithifilea  Queen  e  of  Amazons, 
With  mighty  troopes  of  Virgin  warriers, 
Gallant  Veragoes,  for  the  loue  of  HeHor, 
And  to  reuenge  his  death,  are  entred  Troy. 
May  it  pleafe  you,  to  receiue  the  Scithean  Queene. 

Pri.     What   Troy   can   yeeld,    or   Priam   can  ex- 
preffe, 
The  Amazonian  Princeffe  fhall  pertake  : 
Come  Hecuba,  and  Ladies,  let's  prepare, 
To  bid  her  friendly  welcome  to  this  warre. 

Explicit  A^us  quartus. 


Afius  Qtdntus^  Sccena  prima. 

Enter  Therfites  with  Souldiers,  bringing  in  a 

table,  with  chayres  and  Jlooles  plac^ d 

aboue  it. 

Ther.     Come,   come,  fpread,  fpread,  vp  with   the 
pulpets  ftraight, 
Seates  for  the  Judges,  all  the  Kings  of  Greece. 
Why  when  you  lazy  drudges  %     Is  this  place 
For  a  whole  lury  royall  ?  where's  the  Armour, 
The  prize  for  which  the  crafty  Fox  VliJ/es, 
And  mad  Bull  Aiax,  muft  this  day  contend  ? 
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What,  is  all  ready  ?  rare  world,  when  infleade 
Of    fmooth    tong'd    Lawyers^    Souldiers    now    mufl 
pleade. 

Loud  Muficke.  Efiter  all  the  Kmgs  of  Greece,  the 
Armour  of  Achilles,  borne  betwixt  Vlyffes  and 
Aiax,  a?id  plac'd  upoJi  the  table,  the  Vriucesfeate 
themfelues,  a  chayre  is  placd  at  either  end  of  the 
Stage,  the  one  for  Aiax,  the  other  for  Vlyffes. 

Aga.     This  Seffions  valiant  Duke  of  Salamine, 
And  King  of  Ithaca  was  cald  for  you  : 
Since  great  Achilles  armour  is  the  prife, 
Due  to  the  worthier,  heere  before  thefe  Kings, 
And  in  the  face  of  all  the  multitude. 
You  are  appoynted  for  your  feuerall  pleaes, 
That  prince  who  to  thefe   amies   can   prooue   mofl 

right, 
Shall  weare  his  purchafe  in  the  armies  fight. 

Aia.     If  to  the  worthiefl  they  belong  to  mee  : 
Could  you  fele6l  'mongfl  all  this  throng  of  Princes, 
None  worthier  then  Vlijjfes,  to  contend 
With  Aiax  1  and  in  view  of  all  our  Nauy, 
Of  all  thefe  tall  fliips,  gilt  with  Hectors  flames. 
Which  when  Vliffes  fled  into  his  tent, 
I,  I  extinguiflit  thefe  twelue  hundred  fhips 
I  fau'd  at  once,  deferu'd  Achilles  armes, 
Laertes  fonne  may  thinke  it  grace  enough, 
That  though  hee  miffe  his  ayme,  hee  may  be  fayd 
To  haue  flroue  with  Aiax  :  Aiax  who  excels 
As  much  in  armes,  as  hee  in  eloquence. 
My  hands  performe  more  then  his  tong  can  fpeake, 
A61  more  then  hee  can  talke  :  were  I  leffe  valiant^ 
And  had  but  halfe  my  vigour  (like  him)  weake, 
My  royall  birth  would  for  this  armour  fpeake. 
Duke  Telamon,  that  in  the  Argoe  fayl'd 
To  Colchos  :  and  in  Ifliums  fecond  facke, 
Fiffl  rear'd  Alcides  colours  on  the  Wals 
My  father  was  :  His  father  Eacus, 
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One  of  the  three  that  iudge  infernall  foules ; 
And  Eacus  was  fonne  to  Inpiter. 
Thus  am  I  third  from  Johc\  bcfides  Achilles 
By  marriage  was  my  brother,  and  I  craue, 
Smce  hee  is  dead  my  brothers  armes  to  haue. 
What  hath  Vlijjes  with  our  Kin  to  doe  % 
Beeing  a  flranger,  not  of  Pelcus  blood  : 
Graue  Heroes,  if  not  honour,  prize  my  merit, 
I    pleade   both   worth   and    blood,    thefe    armes   to 
inherit. 

Mene.     Beleeue  me,  two  found  pleas  on  Aiax  part, 
I  feare  the  prize  will  be  conferr'd  on  him. 

Dio.     His    arguments    are    maximes,    and    found 
proofes 
To  winne  him  way,  into  the  fouldiers  hearts. 

Again.     Let  him  proceed e. 

Aia.     Becaufe  I  hafled  to  the  fiege  of  Troy^ 
When   hee   feign'd   madnes,    muft   hee   weare   thefe 

armes? 
When  in  the  Phalanx,  with  old  Nestor  charging, 
Thou  at  the  name  of  Hector  fledfl  the  fielde, 
And  left  the  good  old  man  incompafl  round, 
Calling  aloud  Vliffes,  Vliffes  flay, 
The  more  hee  cry'd  the  more  thou  mad'fl  thy  way, 
Prince  Diomed  you  faw  it,  and  vpbrayded 
This  Ithacans  bafe  flight,  but  fee  Heauens  luflice, 
Old  Nestor  fcapt,  great  He^or  was  not  there ; 
But  meetes  Vlijfes,  as  hee  fled  from  Hector, 
Hee  that  but  late  denide  helpe,  now  wants  helpe, 
For  at  the  fight  of  HeBor  downe  he  fals. 
And  cryes  aloud  for  ayde,  I  came,  and  faw  thee 
Quaking  with  terrour  vnder  He^ors  arme, 
The  pondrous  blow  I  tooke  vpon  my  Targe, 
And  as  the  leafl  of  all  my  noble  deedes, 
Sau'd  thefe  faint  limbes  from  flaughter,  which   now 

fue, 
To  don  thefe  glorious  armes,  nor  doe  I  blame  thee 
For  fearing  Hector :  what  is  hee  of  Greece 
That  fauing  Aiax.  quakt  not  at  his  name  % 


I 
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Yet  did  I  meete  that  Hcftor  guil'd  in  blood 
Of  Grecian  l^rinces,  fought  with  him  fo  long, 
Till  all  the  hoafl  deaft  with  our  horrid  flroakes, 
Begirt  vs  with  amazement :  wilt  thou  know 
My  honour  in  this  combate  1  it  was  this, 
I  was  not  conquered  :  if  thou  flill  contendefl  % 
Imagine  but  that  field,  the  Time,  the  foes, 
He6lor  aliue,  thee  quaking  at  his  feete. 
And  Aiax  interpofing  his  broad  fliield 
'Twixt  death  and   thee,   and   thou   the   armes   mud 
yeeld. 

Dmn.     What  can  the  wife  Vliffes,  fay  to  this  ? 
Aiax  preuailes  much  with  the  multitude, 
The  generall  murmur  doth  accord  with  him. 

Me?t.     I  euer  thought  the  fonne  of  Telaifion 
Did  better  merit  th'  Achillean  Armes 
Then  the  Dulichian  King. 

Again.     Forbeare  to  cenfure, 
Till  both  be  fully  heard. 

Aiax.     Me  thinkes  graue  Heroes,  you  fhould  feeke 
an  Aiax 
To   weare   thefe   Armes,    not    let    thefe   Armes    be 

fought 

By  Aiax :  what  hath  llye  Vlijfes  done 
To  counteruaile  my  adls  ?  kild  vnarm'd  Rhefus, 
And  fet  on  fleepie  Dolon  in  the  night, 
Stolne  the  Palladium  from  the  Troian  Fane. 
Oh  braue  exploits  ;  nor  hafl  thou  thefe  perform 'd 
Without  the  helpe  of  warlike  Divined : 
So  you  betwixt  you  fhould  deuide  thefe  fpoyles. 
Alas  thou  knowfl  not  what  thou  feekfl,  fond  man, 
Thou  that  fightfl  all  byd  craft  an  in  the  night 
The  radiant  fplendor  of  this  burniflit  Helme 
Shining  in  darkneffe,  as  the  Sun  by  day. 
Thy  theeuifli  fpoyles  and  ambufli  would  betray. 
Thy  politicke  head's  too  weake  to  beare  this  caske, 
This  maflie  Helme  ;  thou  canfl  not  mount  his  Speare, 
His  warlike  fliield  that  beares  the  world  ingrauen 
Will  tire  thine  arme,  foole  thou  doH  aske  a  Speare, 
»  z 
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A  fhield  a  caske,  thou  hafl  not  (Irength  to  weare. 
Now  if  thefe  Kings,  or  the  vaine  peoples  errour 
So  farre  fhould  erre  from  truth  to  giiic  them  thee, 
Twould  be  a  meanes  to  make  thee  fooner  dye  : 
The  weight  would  lagge  thee  that  art  wont  to  flye  : 
Thou  hafl  a  fhield  vnfcar'd,  my  feuen-fold  Targe 
With  thoufand  gafhes  peece-meald  from  mine  arme. 
And  none  but  that  would  fit  mee  :  To  coix:lude, 
Go  beare  thefe  Armes  for  which  we  two  contend 
Into  the  mid-ranks  of  our  enemies. 
And  bidde  vs  fetch  them   thence,    and   he   to   weare 

them 
By  whom  this  royall  Armour  can  be  wonne, 
I  had  rather  fight  then  talke,  fo  I  haue  done. 

A  loudJJioiit  witkifi  crying  Aiax,  Aiax. 

Vltf.     If  with  your  prayers  oh  Grecian  Kings,  my 

vowes 
Might  haue  preuail'd  with  Heauen,   there   had   bin 

then 
No  fuch  contention,  thou  hadfl  kept  thine  Armes, 
And  wee  Achilles  thee  :  But  fince  the  Fates 
Haue  tane  him  from  vs,  who  hath  now  more  right 
To  claime  thefe  Armes  he  dead,  then  hee  that  gaue 

them 
Vnto  Achilles  liuing  %  nor  great  Princes, 
Let  that  fmooth  eloquence,  yon  fellow  fcornes, 
(If  it  bee  any)  bee  reie6led  now, 
And  hurt  his  maifler,  which  fo  many  times 
Hath  profited  whole  Greece^  if  we  plead  blood 
Which  is  not  ours,  but  all  our  Anceflours. 
Laertes  was  my  father,  his  Arcefms, 
His  lotie,  from  whom  I  am  third  :  befide  I  claime 
A  fecond  god-head  by  my  mothers  name. 
What  doe  wee  talke  of  birth  ?    If  birth  fhould  beare 

them, 
His  father  being  nearer  lone  then  hee 
Should  weare  this  honour^  or  if  next  of  blood, 
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Achilles  father  Peleus  fhould  inioy  them, 

Or  his  fonne  Pirhus  \  but  wee  plead  not  kinred, 

Or  neare  propinquity  :  let  alliance  reft, 

His  bee  the  Armour  that  deferues  it  beft. 

Achilles  mother  Thetis  being  foretold 

Her  fonne  fliould  die  at  Troy^  conceal'd  him  from  vs 

In  habite  of  a  Lady,  to  this  fiege 

I  brought  him,  therefore  challenge  all  his  deeds 

As  by  Vliffes  done  :  'Twas  I  fack't  Thebes^ 

ChrifciSf  and  Scylla^  with  Lenieffus  walls, 

I  Troilus  and  renowned  Hen:or  flew  : 

Firfl  with  this  Helmet  I  adorn'd  his  head, 

Hee  gaue  it  lining,  who  demands  it  dead  % 

Dio.     'Tis  true,  for  like  a  Pedler  being  difguis'd, 
And  comming  where  Achilles  fpent  his  youth 
In  womanifli  habite,  the  young  Ladyes  they 
Looke  on  his  Glaffes,  lewells  and  fine  toyes  : 
Hee  had  a  Bow  too  much  Achilles  drew, 
So  by  his  flrength  the  Ithacaii  him  knew. 

Vlijf.     Had  Aiax  gone  Achilles  then  had  flayd, 
HeHor  flill  liu'd,  our  ranfack't  Tents  to  inuade  : 
What  canft  thou  doe  but  barely  fight  %  no  more ; 
I  can  both  fight  and  counfell,  I  dire6l 
The  manner  of  our  battailes,  and  propofe 
For  vidluall  and  munition,  to  fupply  -  * 

The  vniuerfall  hoafl,  cheere  vp  the  fouldiers 
To  indure  a  tedious  fiege,  when  all  the  Army 
Cry'd  let's  away  for  Greece^  and  rais'd  their  Tents. 
Aiax  among  the  formofl  had  trufl  vp 
His  bagge  and  baggage  :  when  I  rated  him, 
And  them,  and  all,  and  by  my  Oratory 
Perfwaded  their  retreat :  What  Greece  hath  wonne 
From  Troy  fince  then,  is  by  Vlijfcs  done. 
Behold  my  wounds  oh  Greciajis,  and  iudge  you 
If  they  be  cowards  marks  th'  are  in  my  breil : 
Let  boafling  Aiax  fliew  fuch  noble  skarres. 
Thefe  Grecian  Heroes  tooke  I  in  your  warres. 
I  grant  hee  fought  with  He^or^  'twas  well  done, 
Where  thou  deferu'fl  well  I  will  giue  thee  due, 
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But  what  was  the  fucceffe  of  that  great  day  ? 
Hcnor  of  Troy  vnwounded  went  away. 

Men.     Now  fare  the  prife  will  to  Vlijjcs  fall, 
The  murmuring  fouldiers  mutter  his  deferts. 
]-*referring  him  fore  Aiax:  heare  the  reft. 

V/if.     Villi  oh  Achilles^  when  I  view  thefe  ArmeS; 
I  cannot  but  lament  thine  obfequies  : 
Thou  wall  of  Greece,  when  thou  wafl  bafely  flaine 
1  tooke  thee  on  my  Ihoulders,  and  from  Troy 
Bore  thee  then  arm'd,  in  the  abillements 
I  once  more  feeke  to  beare,  behold  that  fhield, 
Tis  a  defcription  Cofmographicall 
Of  all  the  Earth,  the  Ayre,  the  Sea  and  Heauen. 
What  are  the  Hyades  ?  or  grim  Orion; 
Hee  pleads,  or  what's  Ar^urus  %  thy  rude  hand 
Would  lift  a  fhield,  thou  canfl  not  vnder  fland  : 
To  omit  my  deeds  of  Armes,  which  all  thefe  know 
Better  then  I  can  fpeake.     When  in  the  night 
I    venter'd    through    Troyes    gates,    and    from    the 

Temple 
Rap't  the  Palladhmi,  then  I  conquerd  Troy, 
Troy  whilR  that  flood  could  neuer  be  fubdu'd, 
In  that  I  brought  away  their  gods,  their  honours, 
Troyes  ruine  and  the  triumphs  of  whole  Greece. 
What  hath  blunt  Aiax  done  to  conteruaile 
This  one  of  mine  %     Hee  did  with  He^lor  fight,- 
I  tenne  yeeres  warre  haue  ended  in  one  night. 
What  Aiax  did  was  but  by  my  dire6tion, 
My  counfell  fought  in  him,  and  all  his  honours 
(If  they  be  any,)  hee  may  thanke  mee  for 
What  hee  hath  done,  was  fince  his  flight  I  flayd, 
I  therefore  claime  thefe  Armes  :  fo  I  haue  fayd. 

A  JJioiit  witJiiji  Vliffes,  Vlifles.     The  Princes  rife. 

Agam.     Such  is  the  clamour  of  the  multitude, 
And  fuch  Vliffes  are  your  great  deferts, 
That  thofe  rich  Armes  are  thine,  the  prize  inioy. 

Vlif.     To  the  defence  of  Greece  and  fack  of  Troy. 
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Dio,     Come  Princes,  now  this  flrife  is  well  deter- 

min'd. 
Men.     To  fee  how  eloquence  the  people  charmes, 
Vliffes  by  his  tongue  hath  gain'd  thefe  Armes. 
Aga7n,     Counfell  preuailes  'boue  flrength,  Heralds 
proclaim  e 
Through  the  whole  Campe  Vliffes  glorious  name. 

Exeunt.     The  Armes  borne  in  triumph  befor£  Vliffes- 

Aiax.     What  dream'fl  thou  Aiax  ? 
Or  is  this  obiecfl  reall  that  I  fee, 
Which  topfiturnes  my  braine,  h^SQ  Ithaca 
To  fway  defert  thus  :  Oh  that  fuch  rich  Troophi-es 
Should  cloath  a  cowards  backe,  nor  is  it  flrange  ; 
I'le  goe  turne  coward  too,  and  henceforth  plot, 
Turne  politicians  ail,  all  politicians. 
A  rufh  for  valour,  valour  1  this  is  the  difference 
'Twixt  the  bold  warrier,  and  the  cunning  flates-mau, 
The  firfl  feekes  honour,  and  the  lafL  his  health  : 
The  valiant  hoord  the  knocks,  the  wife  the  wealtlo- 
It  was  a  gallant  Armour,  Aiax  limbs  ""/ 

Would  haue  become  it  brauely ;  the  dilgrace 
Of  loofmg  fuch  an  Armour  by  contention, 
Will  Hue  to  all  poflerity,  and  the  fhame 
In  Stigian  Lethe  drowne  great  Aiax  name. 
Oh  that  I  had  heere  my  bafe  oppofite. 
In  \^ Achillean  Armour  briskly  clad, 
Vulcan  that  wrought  it  out  of  gadds  of  Steele 
With  his  Ciclopian  hammers,  neuer  made 
Such  noife  vpon  his  Anvile  forging  it, 
Then  thefe  my  arm'd  fifls  in  Vliffes  wracke, 
To  mould  it  new  vpon  the  cowards  backe. 

Enter  Therfites. 

Ther.     Why  how  now  mad  Grceke  % 
Aia.     And  art  thou  come  Vliffes  1  thus,  and  thus 
J'le  hammer  on  thy  proofe  fleel'd  Burganet. 

TJier.     Hold   Aiax,   hold,   the    diuell    take   thee, 
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hold  ;  I  am  Thcrfiics^  hell  rot  thy  fingers  off. 

Aid.     ]kt  art  not  thou  Vlifjcs  ? 
Ther.     No  I  tell  thee. 

Aia.     And  is  not  thine  head  arm'd  % 
TJicr.     Hells    plagues    confound    thee,    no ;    thou 
think'fl  thou  had  Mendaiis  head  in  hand,  I  am  Ther- 
fites. 

Aia.     Therfites  ?     CanR  thou  rayle  ? 

T/icr.     Oh  yes,  yes  ;  better  then  fight. 

Aia.     And  curfe  1 

Thcr.     Better  then  either  :  rarely. 

Aia,     And  fpit  thy  venome  in  the  face  of  Greece  1 

Ther.     Admirably. 

Aia.     Doe,  doe,    let's  heare,  prethee   for  heauens 
fake  doe. 

Ther.     With  whom  fhall  I  begin  ? 

Aia.     Beginne  with  the  head. 

Ther.    Then  haue  at  thee  Menelaus,  thou  art  a  king 
and  a 

Aia.    No  more,  but  if  on  any,  rayle  on  mee. 
Defert  fhould  flill  be  fnarl'd  at,  vice  paffe  free. 

Ther.  Who  thou  the  fon  of  Tela7?ton,  thou  art  a 
foole,  an  Affe,  a  very  blocke.  What  makefl  thou- here 
at  Troy  to  ayde  a  Cuckold,  beeing  a  Bachelour  ? 
Paris  hath  flolne  no  wife  of  thine  :  \i  Aiax  had  beene 
ought  but  the  worfl  of  thefe,  he  might  haue  kept  his 
Country,  folac'd  his  father,  and  comforted  his  mother : 
what  thankes  haft  thou  for  fpending  thy  meanes,  ha- 
zarding thy  fouldiers  1  wafting  thy  youth,  loofing  thy 
blood,  indangering  thy  life  ?  and  all  for  a 

Aiax.     Peace. 

Ther.  Yes  peace  for  fhame,  but  what  thankes  hafl 
thou  for  all  thy  trauaile  1  Vlijfjfes  hath  the  armour,  and 
what  art  thou  now  reckoned  ?  a  good  moyle,  a  horfe 
that  knowes  not  his  owne  ftrength,  an  Afle  fit  for  fer- 
vice,  and  good  for  burthens,  to  carry  gold,  and  to  feede 
on  thiflles  :  farwell  Cox-combe.  I  fhall  be  held  to  bee 
a  Cocke  of  the  fame  dunghill,  for  bearing  thee  com- 
pany fo  long,  lie  to  Vliffes. 
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Aia.    Bafe  flaue,  thou  art  for  Cowards,  not  for  men. 
He  ftown'd  thee  if  thou  com' ft  not  backe  againe  : 
This  vantage  haue  the  vahant  of  the  bafe, 
Death,  which  they  coldly  feare,  we  boldly  imbrace. 
Helpe  me  10  rayle  on  them  too,  or  thou  dyed. 

Ther.     Do't  then,  whilil  tis  hot. 

Aia.     What's  A^anwnnon  our  great  General!  ? 

Ther.  A  blind  luflice  and  I  would  he  had  kifl  For- 
tunes blind  cheekes,  when  hee  could  not  fee  to  doe 
thee  luilice. 

Aia.     Well,  and  what's  Me7ielaus  ? 

Ther,  A  King  and  a  Cuckold,  and  a  horne-plague 
confume  him. 

Aia.     Amen.   What's  Z>/^;^^^ ?  he  fat  on  the  bench 
too. 

Tlier.  A  very  bench-whifller  :  and  loues  Crefida. 
Hell  and  confufion  fwallow  him. 

Aia.     Amen.     Amongfl  thefe  what's  Ther f Lies  ? 

Ther.     A  Rogue,  a  rayling  Rogue,  a  Curr,  a  barking 
Dog,  the  Pox  take  mee  elfe. 

Aia.     Amen.      But  what's    Vliffes  my  bafe  aduer- 
fary? 

Ther.      A  dam'd  politician,   Scilla  and   Charibdis 
fwallow  him. 

Aia.     And  greedily  deuoure  him. 

Ther.     And  vtterly  confume  him. 

Aia.     And  eate  vp  his  poflerity. 

Ther.     And  rot  out  his  memory, 

Aia.     In  endleffe  infamy. 

Ther.     And  euerlafling  obliquie. 

Both.     Amen. 

Aia.     Inough,  no  more  :  fliall  he  the  Armes  inioy, 
And  wee  the  (hame  ?  away  Therfites^  flye, 
Our  prayers  now  fayd,  we  mufl  prepare  to  dye. 

Titer.     Dye,  and  with  them  be  dam'd.  Exit. 

Enter  oner  the  Stage  all  the  Greciaii  Princes^  courting 
and  applauding  Vliffes,  7iot  minding  Aiax. ' 

Aia.     Not  looke  on  Aiax  ?  Aiax  Telamofi, 
Hee  that  at  once  fau'd  all  your  fhips  from  fire, 
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Not  lookc  on  me  ?  ha  ?  are  thefe  hands  ?  tliis  fword  ? 

Which  made  the  fame  of  Troy  great  HcHor  fhrinke 

Below  the  mines  of  an  a])ie6i  fcorne  ? 

Sleighted  ?  fo  lleighted  %  what  bafe  thing  am  I, 

To  creepe  to  fo  dull  Greeke,  whom  fame  or  blood 

Hath  rair'd  one  Rep  aboue  ?  loue^  fee  this  ; 

And  laugh  old  Grand-fir  :  Ha,  ha,  ha,  by  hell 

I'le  fhake  thy  Kingdome  for't :  not  looke  on  Aiax  ? 

The  triple  headed-dog,  the  whippes  of  Steele, 

The  rauenous  Vulture,  and  the  reRleffe  flone 

Are  all  meere  fables ;  heer's  a  trufly  fword, 

'Tis  mine,  mine  owne,  who  claimes  this  from  me  ?  ha  1 

Cowards  and  fliallow  witted  fooles  haue  flept 

Amidfl  an  armed  troupe  fafe  and  lecure 

Vnder  this  guard  :  nay  Agamemnon  too. 

But  fee,  fee  from  yon  Sea,  a  fhoale  of  fands 

Come  rowling  on,  trick't  vp  in  brifled  finnes 

Of  Porpoffes  and  Dog-fijh  ho  my  fword, 

I  will  incounter  them,  they  come  from  Greece, 

And  bring  a  poyfonous  breath  from  Ithaca 

Temper*!!  with  falfe  Vlijjes  gall^  foh,  foh  ; 

It  flinks  of 's  wife's  chafl  vrinal,  looke,  looke 

By  yonder  wood,  how  fliely  in  the  skirts 

March  policy  and  the  diuell,  on,  I  feare  you  not : 

Dare  you  not  yet  ?  not  one  to  fight  with  mee  : 

Who  then  %  what's  hee  mufl  cope  with  Aiax  % 

Echo.     Aiax  % 

Aia.     Well  fayd  old  boy,  wa'ft  Nejior  my  braue  Lad  % 
I'le  doot,  I'le  doot,  come  my  fine  cutting  blade, 
Make  mee  immortall :  liuely  fountaine  fprout. 
Sprout  out,  yet  with  more  life,  braue  glorious  flreame 
Growe  to  a  Tyde,  and  fmke  the  Grecian  fieete 
In  feas  of  Aiax  blood  :  fo  ho,  fo  ho. 
Lure  backe  my  foule  againe,  which  in  amaze 
Gropes  for  a  perch  to  reft  on  :  Heart,  great  heart 
Swell  bigger  yet  and  fplit,  know  gods,  know  men. 
Furies,  inraged  Spirits,  Tortures  all, 
Aiax  by  none  could  but  by  Aiax  fall. 

He  kills  himfelfe> 
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Enter  071  the  one  part  Agamemnon,  Vliffes,  Menelaus, 
Diomed,  with  the  body  of  He6lor  borne  by  Gre- 
cian fouldiers  :  On  the  other  part^  Priam,  Paris, 
Deiphobus,  ^neas,  Anthenor,  with  the  body  of 
Achilles  borne  by  Troian  fouldiers^  they  interchange 
them^  andfo  with  traling  the  Colours  on  both  fdes 
depart,  Therfites  onely  Jlayes  behinde  and  coficiudes. 


The  Epilogtce. 

Ther.     A   fvveete   exchange   of  Treafure,  term't  I 
may, 
Euen  earth  for  afhes,  and  meere  dufl  for  clay  : 
Let  Aiax  kill  himfelfe,  and  fay  'twas  braue 
Heftor,  a  worthy  Call,  yet  could  not  faue 
Poore  foole  his  Coxcombe  :  Achilles  beare  him  hye, 
And  Troilus  boldly,  all  thefe  braue  ones  dye. 
Ha,  ha,  iudge  you  ;  Is  it  not  better  farre 
To  keepe  our  felues  in  breath,  and  linger  warre : 
HFad  all  thefe  fought  as  I'ue  done,  fuch  my  care 
Hath  beene  on  both  fides,  that  prefume  I  dare, 
Thefe    had    with    thoufands    more   furuiu'd :    Iudge 

th'  hoafl, 
I  fhed  no  blood,  no  blood  at  all  haue  loft  : 
They  fhall  not  fee  young  Firhus,  nor  the  Queene 
Fenthifelea,  which  had  they  but  beene 
As  wife  as  I,  they  might :  nor  Sinon,  hee 
Famous  of  all  men,  to  be  moft  like  mee. 
Nor  after  thefe,  Orestes^  and  his  mother 
Pillades  Egiflus  with  a  many  other 
Our  fecond  part  doth  promife  :  Thefe  if  I  fayle, 
As  I  on  them ;  you  on  Therfites  rayle. 

Explicit  ABus  Qiwitus. 
E/A  /S. 
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Drammatis  perfonae. 

New  perfons  not  prefented  in  the  former  part  of 
this  History. 


PyrhusXh^  {onne  of  A  c/ii/- 

/es,   furnamed   Neoptole- 

niiis. 
Synon  a  periured  Greeke, 

by   whofe    teares    Troy 

was  fet  on  fire. 
Chorebus    a  Prince  ,  who 

came  to  the  warres  for 

the  loue  of  Caffandra. 
Laocoon,  a  priefl  of  Apollo. 
Folites,  a  young  fonne  of 

King  Priam, siiid  Queene 

Hecuba. 
A    Troian  Citizen,  &   his 

wife. 
A  fecond  Troian. 
Souldiers  of  Greece. 
^uldiers  of  Troy. 
The  Ghoa  of  Heaor. 
A  Lord  of  Mycena. 
A  Guard. 


Pefithefdea  Queene  of  the 
Amazons,  with  her  trayne 


of 


Viragoes, 


Cethus  fonne  to  King  Nau- 

lus,  and  brother  of  Z'^/^- 

mides. 
Pillades     the     friend     ot 

Orestes. 
Orejies  fonne  to  King  Aga- 

memnon,diY\d  his  Queene 

Clitemnejlra. 
Eledlra,  fifter  to  OreJles. 
Hermione dsiughter  to  King 

Me7ielaus  and  Q.  Hellen. 
Clitemnejlra      wife       and 

Queene  to  Agamemnon, 
Egijlus     a      fauorite     to 

Queene  Clitcfnnejlra. 
The  Prieft  of  Apollo, 
Attendants. 


To  the  Reader. 


Ourteous  Reader  ;  /  commend  vnto 
thee  an  intire  Hijlory,  from  lupiter 
and  Saturne,  to  the  vtter  fubuerjion 
of  Troy,  with  a  faithfull  account 
of  the  Deathes  of  all  thefe  Princes  of  Greece, 
who  had  hand  in  the  Fate  thereof,  (Vliffes  only 
excepted,  to  whom  belongeth  a  further  Hiftory.) 
Reade  freely,  and  cenfure  faiwiirably.  Thefe  Ages 
haue  beene  long  fince  Writ,  and  fuited  with  the 
Time  then  :  /  know  not  how  they  m^ay  bee  receiued 
in  this  Age,  where  nothing  but  Satirica  Di6laeria, 
and  Comica  Scommata  are  now  in  requefl :  For 
mine  owne  part,  I  neuer  offered  either,  when  they 
fir  etched  to  the  abufe  of  any  perfon  pub  lie ke,  or 
priuate.  If  the  three  former  Ages  (now  out  of 
Print,)  bee  added  to  thefe  (as  I  am.  promifed)  to 
make  vp  an  handfome  Volumne  ;  I purpofe  (Deo 
Affiftente,)  to  illuflrate  the  whole    Worke,  witJi 


To  the  Reader. 

an  Explanation  of  all  the  difficulties,  and  an  HiJ- 
toricall  Comment  of  euery  hard  name,  ivhich  may 
appeare  obfciire  or  intricate  to  fuch  as  are  not 
frequent  in  Poetry  :  Which  (as  the  refl)  I fJtall 
freely  denote  to  thy  faiiorable  perufall,  in  this  as 
all  the  refl  inditflrious  to  thy  pleafure  and  profit : 


Thomas  Heywood. 


To  my  Worthy  and  much  Refpedled 

Friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Manner ing 

Efquire. 


Worthy  Sir, 

Nd  my  much  refpe6led  Friend  : 
The  Impreffion  of  your  Loue,  after  fo 
many  yeares  acknowledgment,  in- 
forceth  me  that  I  cannot  chufe,  but  in 
my  beft  recolle6lion,  to  number  you  in  the  File 
and  Lift  of  my  beft  and  choyceft  Well-wifhers. 
True  it  is,  that  my  vnable  merit  hath  euer  come 
much  fhort  of  your  ample  acknowledgement  : 
Howfoeuer,  though  you  bee  now  abfent  in  the 
Countrey,  vppon  a  neceffary  retyrement ;  yet  let 
this  witneffe  in  my  behalfe,  that  you  are  not 
altogether  vnremembred  in  the  Citty :  Nor  take 
it  vnkindly  at  my  hands  that  I  haue  referued 
your  name  to  the  Cataftrophe  and  conclufion  of 
this  Worke  :  Since  being  Sccejia  nouiffima,  It 
muft  be  confequently  the  frefher  in  memory  ;  as 
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you  hauc  had  cucr  a  charitable  and  indulgent 
cenfure  of  fuch  poore  peeces  of  mine,  as  haue 
come  accedentally  vnto  your  view.  So  I  intreate 
you  now,  (as  one  better  able  to  iudge,  then  I  to 
determine^  to  receiue  into  your  fauourable  patro- 
nage, this  fecond  part  of  the  Iron  Age.  I  much 
deceiue  my  felfe,  if  I  heard  you  not  once  com- 
mend it,  when  you  faw  it  A6led  ;  if  you  perfift 
in  the  fame  opinion,  when  you  fhall  fpare  fome 
forted  houres  to  heare  it  read,  in  your  paynes,  I 
flial  hold  my  felfe  much  pleafed  :  euer  remaining 


Yours,  not  to  be  chang'd  : 


Thomas  Heywood. 


The  fecond   Part  of  the 

IRON    AGE: 

With    the  Deftrudion  of 
TROT. 


Enter  Agamemnon,  Menelaus,  Vlifles,  Diomed, 
Therfites.      Drwn^  Coloui's^  Soiddiers,  &^c. 


Agamemnon. 


Ou  Terrors  of  the  Afian  Monarchy, 
And   Eiiropes  glory :    Warhke    Lords    of 

Greece : 
Although  the  great  Prince  of  the  Mirmi- 


dons, 


And  arme-ftrong  Aiax,  our  befl  Champions, 
Be  by  the  gods  bereft  vs  •  yet  now  comes 
A  Phoenix  out  of  their  cold  afhes  rifmg  : 
Pyrhiis,  firnamed  Neoptolemus  : 
On  whom  for  his  decealed  fathers  fake, 
Wee  muO  bellow  fome  honours.     Menelaus^ 
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V/iffes,  Diomed,  giue  the  Prince  meeting, 
And  be  his  condudl  to  the  Generall. 

A  flourijli.     Enter  the  Kings  before  named,  bringing 
in  Pyrhus,  Synon,  with  attmdants. 

Aga.      Pyrhus    kneele  downe,  we  girt  thee  with 
this  fword, 
It  was  thy  fathers.     In  his  warhke  hand 
It  hath  cleft  Troians  to  the  nauell  downe, 
Par*d  heads  off  fafier  then  the  haruefl  Sithe 
Doth  the  thin  fLalkes,  or  bending  eares  of  graine  : 
Weare  it,  and  draw  it  to  reuenge  his  death. 
Princes,  performe  your  feuerall  ceremonies. 

Dio.     Thefe  golden  fpurs  I  faflen  to  thine  heeles, 
The  fame  thy  warlike  father  wonne  in  field, 
When  He^or   tide  with   thonges   to  his   fleeds   fet- 
locks, 
Was  drag'd  about  the  high  built  wals  of  Troy. 

Vlif.     This  Armour,  and  this  plumed  Burgonet, 
In  which  thy  father,  Hke  a  rampier'd  wall, 
Oppofde  the  fury  of  his  enemies, 
(By  generall  confent  of  all  thefe  Princes 
Attributed  to  me)  loe  I  furrender 
To  youthful  JMeoptolemus,  weare  it  Prince, 
Not  all  the  world  yeeldes  a  more  flrong  defence. 

Mene.     Achilles  Tent,  his  Treafure,  and  his  iewels, 
We  haue  referu'd,  inioy  them  noble  Pyrhus  ; 
And  laflly  his  ftrong  guard  of  Mirmidons, 
And  with  the  honour  hee  with  thefe  haue  wonne, 
His  Sword,  Spurs,  Armour,  Guard,  Pauileon, 
Be  by  this  valiant  fonne  much  dignified. 

Pyr.     Before  I  touch  the  handle  of  his  fword, 
Or  to  my  Knightly  fpurres  direcTt  my  eyes. 
Lace  this  rich  Armour  to  my  youthfuU  fides, 
Or  roofe  mine  head  within  this  warlike  Tent, 
Make  proofe  of  this  his  plumed  Burgonet, 
Or  take  on  me  the  leading  of  his  Guard  : 
Witneffe  you  Grecian  Princes,  what  I  vow  : 
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By  Saturnes  fbnne,  the  fire  of  /Eaais^ 

Begot  on  faire  Ettropa ;  by  their  iflue, 

The  fecond  ludge,  plac'd  on  the  infernall  bench 

I  will  difcend  to  Fekics,  and  from  him, 

Euen  to  my  naturall  father,  with  whofe  honours 

I  ioyne  my  mother  Deidamiaes 

And  in  my  vengefull  oath  include  them  all, 

Till  Primn  be  compel'd  to  fliut  his  Gates 

For  want  of  men  :  He  be  as  mercileffe 

As  vntam'd  Lyons,  and  the  flefh-fed  Beares, 

Blood  fhall  looke  brighter  in  young  Pyrhiis  eyes 

^hen  diffolu'd  Chriilall,  till  old  Priams  haires 

Be  dy'de  in  goare  :  till  Hecub's  reuerent  lockes 

Be  gul'd  in  flaughter ;  all  their  fonnes  and  daughters, 

Subie6ls,  and  Citty  quite  confuf 'd  in  ruine, 

Bow  to  our  mercileffe  fury :  He  not  leaue 

This  blacke  and  fatall  fiege  ;  and  this  I  fweare 

As  I  am  Prince,  and  great  Achilles  heire. 

Aga.     Euen    in   thy   lookes,   I   read   the   fack  of 
Troy^ 
And  Prtams  Tragedy  :  welcome  fweet  Pyrhus^ 
And  welcome  you  his  warlike  followers. 

Syn.     Where  be  thefe  Troians  %     I  would  faine  be- 
hold 
Their  wing'd  battalions  grapple  %     I  would  fee 
The  batter'd  center  flye  about  their  eares 
In  cloudes  of  dufl  :  I  would  haue  horfes  hoofes 
Beate  thunder  out  of  earth  :  the  chariot  Trees 
I  would  fee  drown'd  in  blood,  Scama7ider  plaines 
Ore-fpread  with  intrailes  bak'd  in  blood  and  dufl : 
With  terrour  I  would  haue  this  day  as  blacke, 
As  when  Hyperion  leaping  from  his  Spheare, 
Call  vgly  darkneffe  from  his  Chariot  wheeles, 
And  in  this  vail'd  confufion  the  faint  Troians 
Beate  backe  into  the  Towne :  I'de  fee  their  Gates 
Entred,  and  fire  by  their  high  Battlements 
Climing  towards  heauen  :  the  pauement  of  th'  Rreets 
i'de  fee  pau'd  ore  with  faces  :  infants  toft 
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On  Lances  poynts  :  ])ig-l)cllic(l  Ladies  fliinj^ 

From  out  their  cafemcnts  :  I'de  haue  all  their  foules 

Set  vpon  wings,  and  Troy,  no  Troy,  but  fire, 

As  if  ten  thoufand  Comets  loyn'd  in  one, 

To  clofe  the  world  in  red  confufion. 

Py.     Wei    fpake    bold    Synon;  and    my    Lords  of 
Greece, 
This  fellowe  boaRs  no  more  then  with  his  fword, 
Hee  will  aduenture  for,  and  fliould  that  fayle, 
He'le  fet  his  braine  to  worke.     I  tell  you  princes, 
My  Grandfire  Lvcojncdesh:x.\h  made  proofe 
Of  Syno?is  pollicics,  n.ate(|uaking  proiecfls 
Are  hand-maid es  to  his  braine :  and  he  hath  fpirit 
To  driue  his  plots  eucn  to  the  doore  of  Death, 
With  rare  effe6ls,  and  then  not  all  the  world 
Affoords  a  villaine  more  incomparable, 
Then  Synon  my  attendant.     Warlike  Princes, 
I  fpeake  this  to  his  praife  :  and  I  profeffe 
My  felfe  as  flerne,  bloody,  and  mercileffe. 

Ther.     I  haue  not  heard  a  brauer  Character 
Giuen  to  a  Greeke  :  and  had  hee  but  my  rayling. 
He  were  a  man  compleate. 

Syn.     Sure  there  is  fomething 
Aboue  a  common  man  in  yon  fame  fellow. 
Whom  nature  hath  fo  markt,  and  were  his  mind 
As  crooked  as  his  body,  hee  were  one 
I  could  bee  much  in  loue  with. 

Ther,     Hee  hath  a  feature 
That  I  could  court,  nay  will  :  I  would  not  loofe 
His  friendfhip  and  acquaintance  for  the  world. 
Mee  thinkes  you  are  a  comely  Gentleman. 

Syn.     I  euer  held  my  felfe  fo  :  and  mine  eye 
Giues  you  no  leffe  :  of  all  the  Grecians  here 
Thou  hafl  a  face  like  mine,  that  feares  no  weather, 
A  fliape  that  warre  it  felfe  cannot  deforme  : 
I  befl  loue  fuch  complexions. 

Ther.     By  the  gods 
Wee  haue  two  meeting  foules  :  be  myfweete  Vrchin. 
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Syn.     I  will, 
And  thou  flialt  bee  mine  vgly  Toade. 

Ther.     A  match  :  be  wee  henceforth  brothers  and 
friends. 

Syn.     Imbrace  then  friend  and  brother  :  my  deare 
Toade. 

Ther.     My  amiable  Vrchin. 

Pyr.     I    long    for  worke,  will    not   thefe  Troians 
come, 
To  welcoaie  Pyrhus,  great  Achilles  fonne  ? 

Vlyff.     Their  drummes  proclayme  them  ready  for 
the  field. 

E7iter  Prian,  Paris,  Penthefilea,  a7td  her  traine  of 

Viragoes,  yEneas,  Chorebus,  Laocoon, 

Anthenor,  o^c. 

Aga.     Perha;)s  King  Priam  hath  not  yet  related 
The  newes  of  I'l'eoptolejniis  arriue, 
That  hee  prefunes  thus,  weakned  as  he  is, 
To  ope  his  Gate:,  and  meete  vs  in  the  field. 

Pyr.     Tis  likt  hee  hath,  becaufe  for  want  of  men 
Hee  brings  a  tro-)pe  of  Women  to  the  field  : 
Moft  fure  hee  thiakes,  wee  (like  our  warlike  father) 
Will  be  infnar'd  wth  beauty  :  Priam  no, 
We  for  his  death,  ire  fworne  vaine  beauties  foe. 

Penth.     Art   thcu   Achilles   fonne,    beneath   whofe 
hand 
Affifled  by  his  blooiy  Mirmidons, 
The  valiant  Heftor  ell  ? 

Pyr.     Woman  I  im. 

Penth.     Thou  fhculdfl  be  then  a  Coward. 

Pyr.     How  % 

Pentlu     Euen  fo  : 
Thy  father  was  a  foedifhonourable, 
And  fo  the  world  repites  him. 

Pyr      By  all  the  g)ds 

Penth.     Sweare  net,  for  ere  the  clofure  of  the  bat- 
taile, 
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If  both  the  Generals  pleafe,  with  my  good  fword, 
In  fingle  combate  He  make  good  my  word. 

Pyr.     O    that    thou   wert    a   man  !    but   womens 
tongues 
Are  priuiledg'd :  come  Priafn,  all  his  fonnes 
The  whole  remayne  of  fifty,  He  make  good 
My  fathers  honour  gainfl.  fufificient  oddes. 
But  for  thefe  fcoulds,  we  leaue  them  to  their  fexe. 
What  make  they  amongfl  fouldiers. 

Penth.     Scorn  not  proud  Pyrhiis 
Our  prefence  in  the  field  ;  I  tell  thee  Prince, 
I  am  a  Queene,  the  Queene  of  A?nazonSj 
A  warlike  Nation  difciplin'd  in  Armes. 

Pyr.     Are  you  thofe  Harlots  famous  through  the 
world, 
That  haue  vfurpt  a  Kingdome  to  your  felues, 
And  pent  your  fweete  hearts  in  a  barrel  ifle, 
Where  your  adulterate  fportes  are  exercif'd. 

Pefith.     Curbe  thy  irregular    tong  •   we  are  thofe 
women 
That  pra6life  armes,  by  which  we  purthafe  fame. 
All  the  yeare  long,  onely  three  monetles  excepted, 
Thofe  wherein  Phoebus  driues  his  Chariot, 
In  height  of  fplendor  through  the  burning  Cancer, 
The  fiery  Lyon,  and  the  Virgins  figne  : 
Then  we  forfake  our  Sun-burnt  Conthent, 
And  in  a  cooler  clime,  fport  with  ou'  men, 
And  then  returne  :  if  we  haue  ilTue  male, 
Wee  nurfe  them  vp,  then  fend  then  to  their  Fathers. 
If  females,  we  then  keepe  them,  and  with  irons 
Their  right  paps  we  feare  off,  with  setter  eafe 
To  couch  their  fpeares,  and  pra6lift  feates  of  armes. 
We  are  thofe  w^omen,  who  expel'd  mr  Land 
By  yEgypts  Tyrant  :  Conquered  A/a, 
JZgypt  and  Cappadocia  :  thefe  two  Ladies 
Difcend  from  Mendippe  and  Hypplita^ 
Who  in  Antiopes  raigne,  fought  haid  to  hand 
With  Hercules-  and  Thefeus ;  we  aE  thofe 
That  came  for  loue  of  HeHor  to  he  field, 
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And  (being  murdred)  to  reuenge  his  death. 

Py.     Then  welcome  Amazonians^  as  I  Hue 
I  loue  you  though  I  hate  you  :  but  beware, 
Hate  will  out-way  my  loue,  and  ile  not  fpare 
Your  buskind  fquadrons  :  for  my  fathers  fall, 
Troians,  and  Amazoma?is  perifh  all.  Exeunt. 

Alarum.     Efiter  Pyrhus  a?id  Penthefilea. 

Py.     Now   Queene    of   A?nazoJis,    by   the    (Irong 
fpirit 
Achilles  left  his  fonne,  I  let  thee  know 
My  father  was  an  honourable  Foe. 

Pent.     Defiance  Pyrhus,  ile  to  death  proclaime, 
He^or  was  by  Achilles  bafely  flayne  : 
And  on  his  fonnes  head,  with  my  keene  edg'd  fword, 
And  thundring  ftroaks,  I  will  make  good  my  word. 

Alarum.  They  are  both  wounded,  and  diuided  by  the 
two  armies,  who  confufedly  come  betwixt  them  :  to 
Pyrhus  efiter  Agamemnon,  Vlifles,  and  Menelaus. 

Vlif.     What  %  wounded  noble  Pirhus  1 

Pyr.     Wounded  ?  no, 
I  haue  not  met  one  that  can  raze  the  skinne 
Of  great  Achilles  fonne. 

Aga.     Yet  blood  drops  from  your  arme. 

Pyr.     Not  poflible  ! 
Tis  fure  the  blood  of  fome  flayne  enemy. 
Come  let  vs  breake  into  the  battailes  center, 
And  too't  pel  mel. 

Mene.     But  Neoptolemus, 
Wee  prife  thy  fafety  more  then  all  aduantage  : 
Retire  thy  felfe  to  haue  thy  wounds  bound  vp. 

Pyr.     Cowards  feare  death, 
He  venge  my  blood,  though  with  the  loffe  of  breath. 

Alarum.      Enter  Paris. 

Art  thou  a  mg,d-man  fellow,  that  aduenturefl 
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So  neere  the  blood  of  ATcoptolanus^ 

Whofe  fmallefl  drop  mufl  cofl.  a  Troians  life. 

Par.     Art  thou  the  bleeding  iffue  of  that  Grceke  ? 
I,  in  reuenge  of  noble  lienors  death, 
Slew  in  Apolloes  'I'emple. 

Pyr,     Art  thou  then 
That  coward  and  effeminate  Troiafi  boy. 

Pa.      Arme    wounded    Greek,    I    flew    the    falfe 
Achilles, 
An  a6l  which  I  am  proud  of. 

Aga.     Fall  on  the  murderer, 
And  flake  him  fmaller  then  the  Lyhean  fand. 

Pyr.     If  any  but  my  felfe  offer  one  blow, 
He  on  the  Troians  party  oppofe  him. 
Come  Paris,  though  againfl  the  oddes  of  breath, 
Achilles  wounded  fonne,  will  venge  his  death. 

Paris  is  Jlayfie  by  Pyrhus.     A  retreate  founded. 

p  Enter  then  King  Diomed,  and  Synon. 

Dio.     Why  found  the  7>  oians  this  retreate  % 

Syn.     Paris  is  flayne,  and  Penthifdea 
Wounded  by  Pyrhus. 

Dio.     Come  then  SynoJi 
Goe  with  me  to  my  Tent,  this  night  we'le  reuell 
With  beauteous  Crejfida. 
1^  Syji.     Not  I,  I  hate  all  women,  painted  beauty 

And  I  am  oppofltes  :  I  loue  thee  lefle 
Becaufe  thou  doat'fl,  on  Troian  Crefflda. 

Dio.     She's  worthy  of  our  loue  :  I  tell  thee  Synon, 
Shee  is  both  conflant,  wife,  and  beautifull. 

Syn.     She's  neither  conflant,  wife,  nor  beautifull, 
He  prooue  it  Diomed :  foure  Elements 
Meete  in  the  ftru6lure  of  that  Creffida, 
Of  which  there's  not  one  pure  :  flie's  compact 
Meerely  of  blood,  of  bones  and  rotten  flefh. 
Which  makes  her  Leaprous,  where  the  Sun  exhales 
The  moyft  complexion,  it  doth  putrifie 
I       The  region  of  th'  ayre  :  there's  then  another, 
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Sometimes  the  Sunne  fits  muffled  in  his  Caiie, 

WhiKl   from   the    Clouds    flye    hideous    fliowers    of 

raine, 
Which  fvveepes  the  earths  corruption  into  Brookes, 
Brookes  into  riuers,  Riuers  fend  their  tribute, 
As  they  receiue  it  to  their  Soueraigne 
The  feething  Ocean  :  Thus  Earth,  Ayre,  and  Water, 
Are  all  infected,  flie  then  fram'd  of  thefe, 
Can  flie  be  beautefuU  ?  No  Diomed, 
If  they  feeme  faire,  they  haue  the  helpe  of  Arte, 
By  nature  they  are  vgly. 

Dio.     Leaue  this  detraction. 

Sy7i.     Now  for  this  Crcfflds  wifedome,  is  flie  wife, 
Who  would  forfake  her  birth-right,  her  braue  friend, 
The  conflant  Troyhis^  for  King  Diomed  \ 
To  trufl  the  faith  of  Greckes,  and  to  loue  thee 
That  art  to  Troy  a  profefl  enemy  1 

Dio.     CanfL  thou  difproue  her  conflancy  ? 

Syn.     I  can. 
Neuer  was  woman  conflant  to  one  man  : 
For  proofe,  doe  thou  but  put  into  one  fcale 
A  feather,  in  the  other  CreJJlds  truth, 
The  feather  fhall  downe  weigh  it  :  Diomed 
Wilt  thou  beleeue  me,  if  I  win  not  CreJJld 
To  be  my  fweete  heart :  yet  haue  no  fuch  face, 
No  fuch  proportion,  to  bewitch  a  Lady ; 
I  neuer  pradlif'd  court-fhip,  but  am  blunt ; 
Nor  can  I  file  my  tongue  :  yet  if  I  winne  not 
The  mofl  chafl  woman,  I  will  cut  it  out. 
Shall  I  make  proofe  with  her  % 

Enter  Creffida. 

Dio.     There  fliee  comes, 
Affront  her  Synon^  He  with -draw  vnfeene. 

Syn.     A  gallant  Lady,  who  but  fuch  a  villaine 
As  Synon  would  betray  her :  but  my  vowe 
Is  pafl,  for  flie's  a  Troian.      Creffida, 
You  are  well  incountred  :  whether  away  fweet  Lady  % 
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Crcf.     To  mcetc  with   Kingly  Diomed^  and   with 
kiiTcs 
Condudl  him  to  his  Tent. 

Syn,     Tis  kindly  done  : 
You  loue  King  Dlomcd  then  ? 

Cref.     As  mine  owne  life. 

Syn.     What  feed  thou  in   him  that  is  worth   thy 
loue  ? 

Cref.     He's  of  a  faire  and  comely  perfonage. 

Syn.     Perfonage  ?  ha,  ha. 
I  prithee  looke  on  me,  and  view  me  well, 
And  thou  wilt  find  fome  difference. 

Cref.     True,  more  oddes 
Twixt  him  and  thee,  then  betwixt  Mercury 
And  limping  Vulcaii. 

Syn.     Yet  as  fayre  a  blowfe 
As  you,  fweete  Lady,  wedded  with  that  Smith, 
And  bedded  too,  a  blacke  complexion 
Is  alwayes  precious  in  a  womans  eye  : 
Leaue  Diomed^  and  loue  me  Creffida. 

Cref.     Thee. 

Syn.     Mee. 

Cref.     Deformity  forbeare,  I  will  to  Diomed 
Make  knowne  thine  infolence. 

Syn.     I  care  not,  for  I,  not  defire  to  Hue, 
If  not  belou'd  of  Creffui :  tell  the  King 
If  hee  flood  by,  I  would  not  fpare  a  word. 
For  thine  owne  part,  rare  goddeffe,  I  adore  thee, 
And  owe  thee  diuine  reuerence  :  Diotned 
Indeed's  yEtolians  King,  and  hath  a  Queene. 

Cref     A  Queene  % 

Syn.      A    Queene,    that    fhal    hereafter    queflion 
thee : 
Or  canft  thou  thinke  hee  loues  thee  really 
Beeing  a  Troian,  but  for  prefent  vfe  : 
Can  Greekes  loue  Troians,  are  they  not  all  fworne 
To  do  them  outrage  ? 

Cref     How  canft  thou  then  loue  me  1 

Syn.     I  am  a  polUtician,  oathes  with  me 
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Are  but  the  tooles  I  worke  with,  T  may  breake 
An  oath  by  my  profeffion.     Heare  me  further, 
Think'fl  thou  King  Dioi7ied,  forgets  thy  breach 
Of  loue  with  Troylus  ?  Ey  or  that  he  hopes 
Thou  canll  be  conflant  to  a  fecond  friend^ 
That  waft  fo  falfe  vnto  thy  firft  belou'd. 

Cref.     Synon   thou    art   deceiu'd,    thou    knowft   I 
neuer 
Had  left  Prince  Troylus^  but  by  the  command 
Of  my  old  father  Calchas. 

Syn.     Then  loue  Diomed ; 
Yes,  do  fo  ftill,  but  Crtfftd  marke  the  end, 
If  euer  hee  tranfport  thee  to  ^tolia^ 
His  Queene  wil  bid  thee  welcome  with  a  vengance  : 
Haft  thou  more  eyes  then  thefe  ?  fhe'le  fal  to  work, 
For  fuch  an  other  Vixen  thou  nere  kneweft. 
Come  CrejfLda  bee  wife. 

Cref.     What  Hiall  I  doe  ? 

Syn.     Loue  me,  loue  Synoji. 

Cref.     Synon  loues  not  mee. 

Syn.     He  fweare  I  do. 

Cref.     I   heard  thee  fay,  that  thou  would  ft  breake 
thine  oath. 

Syn.  Then  He  not  fweare,  becaufe  I  will  not  breake 
it : 
But  yet  I  loue  thee  Crefflda,  loue  mee, 
lie  leaue  the  warres  vnfinifht,  Troy  vnfackt ; 
And  to  my  natiue  Country  beare  thee  hence  : 
Nay  wench  He  do't :  come  kiffe  me  Creffida. 

Cref.     Well,  you  may  vfe  your  pleafure  j 
But  good  Sy7io7i  keep  this  from  Diomed. 

Enter  King  Diomed. 

Dio.     Oh  periured  ftrumpet,  \W 

Is  this  thy  faith  ?  now  Synon  He  beleeue         ) 
There  is  no  truth  in  women. 

Cref     Am  I  betrayed  %  oh  thou  bafe  vgly  villaine, 
He  pull  thine  eyes  out. 
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Syn.     Ha,  ha,  Kinp;  Diomcd^ 
Did  I  not  tell  thee  what  thy  fvveet  heart  was. 

Cref.     Thou  art  a  Traytor  to  all  woman  kinde. 

Sy7i.     I  am,  and  nought  more  grieues  me  then  to 
thinke, 
A  woman  was  my  mother. 

Cref.     A  villaine. 

Syn.     Right. 

Cref.     A  Diuell. 

Syn.     Little  better. 

L)io.     Go  get  you  backe  to  Troy^  away,  begon, 
You  fhall  no  more  be  my  Companion. 

Syn.     And  now  faire  Trotan  Weather-hen  adew, 
And  when  thou  next  loueft,  thinke  to  be  more  true. 

Exit. 

Cref.     Oh  all  you  powers  aboue,  looke  downe  and 
fee, 
How  I  am  punifht  for  my  periury. 

Alarum.     E?iter  Penthefilea  with  her 
Amazonians, 

Penth.     Stay,  what  fad  Lady's  this  ?  whence  are  you 
woman  ? 
Of  Troy  or  Greece% 

Cref.     I    was    of    Troy   till   loue   drew   me   from 
thence, 
But  fmce  haue  foiourn'd  in  the  Tents  of  Greece, 
With  Diomed  King  of  Etolia  : 
Oh  had  I  neuer  knowne  him. 

Pent.     Would  you  truft 
Your  honour  amongfl  flrangers  ?  but  fweete  Lady 
Difcourfe  your  wrongs. 

Cref.     I  was  betray'd  : 
It  fhames  mee  to  relate  the  circtimflance, 
By  a  falfe  Greeke,  one  that  doth  hate  our  fexe, 
One  Synon,  if  you  meete  him  in  the  battaile, 
I  with  my  teares  intreate  you  be  reueng'd. 

Pent.     How  might  wee  know  him  % 
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Cref.     His  vifage  fwart,  and  earthy  ore  his  flioul- 

der 
Hangs    lockes    of    hayre,    blacke    as    the    Rauens 

plumes  : 
His  eyes  downe  looking,  you  fliall  hardly  fee 
One  in  whofe  fhape  appeares  more  treachery. 

Poit.     We   loofe   much   time :    Lady  haft   you  to 

Troy^ 
And  if  we  meete  a  fellow  in  the  battaile 
Of  your  defcription,  by  our  honor'd  names, 
We'le  haue  his  blood  to  recompence  your  fliames. 

Alarum.     Enter  Therfites. 

Amaz.     By  her  defcription  this  fhould  be  the  man. 

Ther,     Compaft  with  fmockes  and  long  coates  : 
Now  you  whoores. 

Pent.     Is  thy  name  Synon  ? 

Ther.     No,  but  I  know  Synon. 
Hee  is  my  friend  and  brother. 

Ama.     For  Synons    fake,    prepare    thy   felfe    for 
flaughter. 

Enter  Synon. 

Sy7i.     Ho,  who  names  Synon  ? 

Ther.     Brother  thou  nere  couldfl  come  in  better 
time  : 
See,  fee,  how  I  am  rounded. 

Pent.     Were  euer  fuch  a  pajrre  of  Diuels  feene  ? 
They  are  fo  like,  they  needes  muft  bee  allied. 

Syn.     What  can  their  Dammes  fay  to  vs  ? 

Pe7it.     You  betray  Ladies,  enuy  all  our  fexe, 
And  that  you  now  fhall  pay  for,  girt  him  round. 

Syn.     I    recant   nothing,  backe    me    fweete    fac'd 
brother  : 
And  now  you  witches,  varlets,  drabes,  and  queanes, 
We'le  cut  you  all  to  fragments. 
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Alarum.  Synon  and  Therfitcs  beaten  off  by  the  Ama- 
zons. Pyrhus  enters^  fights  with  Penthcfilea,  after 
this  a  retreate  founded^  then  enters  Menelaus,  Aga- 
memnon, Vliffes,  Diomed. 

Aga.     The  Troians  found  retreate. 
Vlifjf.     Who  faw  young  Pyrhiis% 
Mene.     I  feare  his  too  much  rage  hath  fpur'd  him 
on 
Too  farre  amongfl  the  Amazonian  troopes. 

Enter  Synon  and  Therfites. 

Syn.     Why    Hand    you    idle    here,    and    let   the 
Troians 
Lead  warlike  Pyrhus  prifoner  to  the  Tovvne. 

Agam.     How  Pyrhus  prifoner  ? 

Ther.     Wee  faw  him  compafl  by  the  Ama:zons  : 
Penthefilea  with  her  buflain  troopes 
Layd  load  vpon  his  Helme. 

Vliff.     Then  this  retreate 
Vpon  the  fuddaine  argues  that  they  lead  him 
Captiue  to  Ti-oy. 

Ehter  Pyrhus.  j 

Pyr.     Courage  braue  Princes,  I  haue  got  a  prife 
Worthy  the  purchafe,  on  my  Launces  poynt 
Sits  pearcht  the  Amazofiians  lopt  off  head, 
Vpon  my  warlike  fword  her  bleeding  arme. 
At  fight  of  which  the  Troians  found  retreate  : 
The  honour  of  this  day  belongs  to  vs. 

Onmes.     To  none  but  Neoptolemus. 

Pyr.     Synoft  you  play'd  the  coward  :  fo  Therfites. 

Ther.     If  not  fo 
I  had  not  liu'd  to  fee  Troyes  ouerthrow. 

Syn.     When  didfl  thou  euer  fee  a  villaine  valiant  ? 
V^hat's  pafl  remember  not,  but  what's  to  come  : 
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Priam  hath  (hut  his  Gates,  and  will  no  more 
Meete  him  in  armes :  can  you  with  all  your  valour 
Glide  through  the  wals,  if  not  what  are  you  neerer 
For  all  your  Ten  yeares  fiege  ? 

Pyr.     Tis  true,  fome  flratagem  to  enter  Troy 
Were  admirable :  for  Princes  till  I  fee 
The  Temple  burne  wherein  my  father  dyde, 
And  Troy  no  Troy  but  aflies  ;  my  reuenge 
Will  haue  no  Rerne  afpe6l,  till  I  behold 
Troyes  ground-fils  fwim  in  pooles  of  crimfon  goare. 
Ramnufids  Alter  fild  with  jflowing  helmes 
Of  blood  and  braines  :  Priam  and  Hecuba 
Drag'd  by  this  hand  to  death,  and  this  my  fword 
RauiQi  the  brefl  of  faire  Polixena^ 
I  fliall  not  thinke  my  fathers  death  reueng'd. 

Aga.     To  him  that  can  contriue 
A  flratagem  by  which  to  enter  Troy, 
He  giue  the  whole  fpoile  of  Apolloes  Temple. 

Merie.     I  my  rich  Tent. 

Vlif.     I  the  Palladium  that  I  brought  from  Troy. 

Dio.     I  all  my  birthright  in  y^tolia. 

Syn.     Peace,  tis  here  :  I  ha't. 

Pyr.     He  hugge  thee  Synon. 

Syn.     Touch  me  not,  away  : 
There're  more  hammers  beating  in  my  braine 
Then  euer  toucht  Vulcans  Anuile,  more  Ideaes 
Then  Attomes,  Embrions  innumerable, 
Growing  to  perfe6l  fhape  ;  and  now  'tis  good. 
Call  for  Endimioiis  baflard,  where's  Epeus  ? 
He  fet  him  flraight  a  worke. 

Pyr.     Vpon  fome  Engine  Synon. 

Syn.     A  horfe,  a  horfe. 

Pyr.     Ten  Kingdomes  for  a  horfe  to  enter  Troy. 

Syn.     Stay,  let  me  fee  : 
Vlijfes  you  haue  the  Palladium. 

Vlif.     I  haue  fo. 

Syn.     Call  for  Epeus  then,  the  Generall 
Hath  no  command  in  him. 


Agam.     Lets  know  the  proiecfl. 
3 
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Syn.     And  that  Palladium  flood  in  Pallas  Temple, 
And  Confecrate  to  her. 

VliJ.     It  did  fo. 

Syn.     Call  for  Epeus  then. 

Pyr.     Lets  heare  what  thou  intended. 

Syn.    He  haue  an  Horfe  built  with  fo  huge  a  bulke, 
As  fhall  contayne  a  thoufand  men  in  Armes. 

Pyr.     And  enter  Troy  with  that  ? 

Syn.     Doo't  you,  you  trouble  mine  inuention, 
I  am  growne  muddy  with  your  interruption  : 
Good  young  man  lend  more  patience,  heare  me  out : 
This  Engine  fram'd,  and  fluft  with  armed  Greekes. 
(Will  you  take  downe  your  Tents,  march  backe  to 
Tenedos  V) 

Pyr.     What  fhall  the  Horfe  doe  then  ? 

Syn.      Not  gallop    as    your  tongue   doth :    good 
Vliffes 
Lend  me  your  apprehenfion ;  when  the  Troians 
Finde  you  are  gone  aboord,  theyle  flraight  fuppofe 
You'l  not  weigh  Anchor  :  till  the  gods  informe  you 
Of  your  fucceffe  at  Sea  :  if  then  a  villaine 
Can  driue  into  their  eares,  the  goddeffe  Pallas 
Offended  for  her  fLolne  Palladium  : 
(Will  you  ere6l  this  Machine  to  her  honour  ?) 
Withall  that  were  it  brought  into  her  Temple, 
It  would  retayne  the  gilt  Palladiums  vertue. 
Might  not  the  forged  tale  mooue  aged  Priam, 
To  hale  this  Engine  prefently  to  Troy, 
Pull  downe  his  wals  for  entrance,  leaue  a  breach 
Where  in  the  dead  of  night,  all  your  whole  Army 
May  enter,  take  them  fleeping  in  their  beds, 
And  put  them  all  to  fword. 

Agam.     Tis  rare  ! 

Pyr.     Tis  admirable,  I  will  aduenture  , 

My  perfon  in  the  Horfe.  ' 

Syn.     Do  fo,  and  get  a  thoufand  fpirits  more. 
King  Agamemnon^  if  you  like  the  proiedt, 
Downe  with  your  Tent. 

Agam.     Synon,  wee  will.  \ 
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Syn.     He  fet  a  light  vpon  the  wals  of  Troy 
Shall  giue  the  fummons  when  you  fhall  returne. 
About  it  Princes  :  Pyrhus  get  you  men 
In  readinefle,  I  will  expofe  my  felfe 
To  bewitch  Priam  with  a  weeping  tale, 
I  cannot  to  the  life  defcribe  in  words, 
What  He  expreffe  in  adlion. 

Agam.     Downe  with  our  Tents. 

Pyr.     He  to  picke  out  bold  Greeks  to  fil  the  horfe  : 
Shine  bright  you  lampes  of  Heauen,  for  ere't  be  long 
We'le  dim  your  radiant  beames  with  flaming  lights 
And  bloody  meteors,  from  Troyes  burning  flreetes. 

Syn.    Such  fights  are  glorious  fparks  in  Synons  eies, 
Who  longs  to  feafl  the  Diuell  with  Tragedies. 

Explicit  AHus  primus. 


A5lus  Secundus :  Scoena  prima. 


Enter  ^neas,  mid  Chorebus. 

^neas.     The  Grecians  gone  ? 

Cho.     All  their  tents  raif 'd,  their  ten  yeares  fiege 
remoou'd : 
[qw  Troy  may  refl  fecurely. 

yEne.     They  may  report  at  their  returne  to  Greece 
!'he  welcome  they  haue  had  :  what  haue  they  wonne  ? 
Jut  wounds,  Times  loffe,  fhame,  and  confufion. 

\Ejiter  K.  Priam,  Anthenor,  young  Polytes",  Polixena, 
Hecuba,  and  Hellen,  with  atteiidance. 

Pri.     We  now  are  Lord  of  our  owne  Territories, 
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Ten  yeares  kept  from  vs  by  th'  inuading  Greekes : 
Now  wee  may  freely  take  a  full  furuey 
Of  all  Sca?nandcr  plaine,  drunke  with  the  mixture 
Of  th'  oppofite  bloods  of  Troians  and  of  Greekes. 

Hecu.     And  royall  Husband  we  haue  caufe  to  ioy, 
That  after  fo  long  fiege  the  Greekes  are  fled, 
And  you  in  peace  may  refl  your  aged  head. 

y^fie.     Vpon  this  Ea(l-fide  flood   Vlifjfes  Tent, 
The  polliticke  Greeke. 

Cho.     There  was  old  Nejlors  quarter,     • 
And  A^amemnons  that ;  the  Generall. 

Pria.     Vpon  the  north-fide  of  the  field,  Achilles 
That  bloody  Greeke  pitcht,  and  vpon  this  plaine, 
I  well  remember,  was  my  He^or  flayne. 

Hel.     This  empty  place  being  South  from  all  the 
reft, 
The  valiant  Dionied  hath  oft  made  good. 
And  here,  euen  here,  his  rich  Pauillion  ftood. 

Hecu.     But  here,  euen  here,  neere  to  Duke  Aiax 
tent. 
Round  girt  with  Mirmidons,  my  Troilus  fell. 

Cho.     Then   was   this   place   a   ftanding   Lake  oi 
blood, 
Part  of  which  moyfture  the  bright  Sunne  exhald  ; 
And  part  the  thirfty  earth  hath  quaft  to  Mars  : 
But  now  the  fwords  on  eyther  part  are  fheath'd, 
And  after  ten  yeares  tumults  warres  furceafe, 
They  layding  their  fliips  home  with  fliamefull  peace. 

Fria.     For  which  we'le  prayfe  the  gods,  banquet 
and  feaft, 
Since  by  their  flight,  our  glorious  fame's  increaft. 

The  Horfe  is  difcouered. 

^ne.     Soft,  what  huge   Engine's  that  left  on  the 

ftrond. 
That  beares  the  fhape  and  figure  of  an  Horfe. 

Cho.     What,  fhal  we  hew  it  peace-meale  with  our 

fwords  ? 
Fria.     Oh  be  not  rafh,  fure  tis  fome  miflery 
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That  this  great  Archite(flure  doth  include. 

Cho.     But  mine  o])inion  is,  this  Steedes  huge  bulke 
Is  fluft  with  Greekifli  guile. 

/^ne.     I  rather  thinke 
It  is  fome  monumentall  Edifice 
Vnto  the  goddefle  Pallas  confecrate  : 
Then  fpare  your  fury. 

Enter  Laocoon  with  a  lauelin. 

Lao.     Why  fland  you  gazing  at  this  horrid  craft, 
Forg'd  by  the  flye  VliJ/es,  is  his  braine 
Vnknowne  in  Troy  ?  or  can  you  looke  for  fafety 
From  thofe  who  ten  yeares  haue  befieg'd  your  wals  ? 
Either  this  huge  fwolne  bulke  is  big  with  fouldiers, 
Longing  to  be  deliuer'd  of  arm'd  Greekes, 
Whofe  monRrous  fatall  and  abhorred  birth, 
Will  be  Troycs  ruine  :  elfe  this  hill  of  timber 
This  horfe-like  flrudlure  ftabled  vp  in  Troy, 
Wil  fpurne  down  thefe  our  wals,  our  towers  demolifh, 
Which  it  fliall  neuer  :  come  you  Troiafi  youth 
That  loue  the  publicke  fafety,  no  proud  Greeke 
Vpon  this  Steedes  backe,  o're  Troyes  wall  fhall  ride. 
Firft  with  this  lauelin  He  tranfpearce  his  fide. 

Pria.     What  meanes  Laocoon  ? 

/E7ie.     Princes  flay  his  fury. 

Lao.     Harke  Troians,  if  a  iarring  noyfe  of  Armes, 
Sighed  not  throw  thefe  deep  Cauernes,  I  devine 
This  gluttenous  wombe  hath  fwallowed  a  whole  band 
Of  men  in  fteele,  then  with  your  fwords  and  glaues 
Rip  vp  his  tough  fides,  and  imbowell  him. 
That  we  may  prooue  how  they  haue  lin'd  his  intrailes. 

Enter  two  fouldiers  bringing  in  Synon  bound. 

Sold.     Stay,  and  proceed,  no  further  in  your  rage, 
Till  we  haue  learnt  fome  nouell  from  this  Greeke, 
Whom  in  a  ditch  we  found  fafl  giu'd  and  bound. 

P?'ia.     Laocoon  ceafe  thy  violence  till  we  know 
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From  that  poore  Grecian,  what  that  Machine  meanes. 

Syn.     Oh  me,  (of  all  on  earth  mofl  miferable,) 
Whom  neither  Heauens  will  fiiccour,  earth  preferue, 
Nor  feas  keepe  fafe,  I,  whom  the  Heauens  difpife, 
The  Earth  abandons,  and  the  Seas  difdaine  : 
Where  dial  I  fliroud  me  %  whom,  but  now  the  Greekes 
Threatned  with  vengeance ;  and  efcap'd  from  them, 
Falne    now    into   the   hands   of  Troians,   menacing 

death : 
The  world  affoords  no  place,  to  wretched  Synon^ 
Of  comfort,  for  where  ere  I  fixe  my  foote, 
I  tread  vpon  my  graue  :  the  foure  vafl  corners 
Of  this  large  Vniuerfe,  in  all  their  roomes 
And  fpacious  emptineffe,  will  not  affoord  me 
My  bodies  length  of  refl  :  where  ere  I  flye, 
Or  flay,  or  turne,  Death's  th'  obiedl  of  mine  eye. 

Pria.     What   art   thou  ?    or  whence   com'll  thou  ? 
briefly  fpeake. 
Thou  wretched  man,  thou  moou'fl  vs  with  thy  teares  : 
Vnbind  him  fouldiers. 

Syii.     Shall  I  deny  my  felfe  to  be  of  Greece  ? 
Becaufe  I  am  brought  Captiue  into  Troy  ? 
No  Syno7i  cannot  lye  :  Heauen,  Earth,  and  Sea, 
From  all  which  I  am  out-cafl,  witneffe  with  me 
That  Synon  cannot  lye  ;  thrice  damn'd  Vlijjfes, 
The  black-hair'd  Pyrhus,  and  horned  Menelaus 
Crook-back'd  Therfites^  luxurious  Diomed^ 
And  all  the  rable  of  detelled  Greekes, 
I  call  to  witneffe,  Syno?i  cannot  lye. 
Could   I   haue   oyl'd   my   tongue,   and    cring'd    my 

ham. 
Suppled  mine  humble  knee  to  croutch  and  bend, 
Heau'd  at  my  bonnet,  fhrugg'd  my  fhoulders  thus, 
Grin'd  in  their  faces,  Synofi  then  had  flood. 
Whom  now  this  houre  mufl  flue  in  his  own  blood. 

^ne.     The  perfe<fl  image  of  a  wretched  creature, 
His  fpeeches  begge  remorfe. 

Pria.     Alas  good  man, 
Shake  off  the  timerous  feare  of  feruile  death, 


The  Iron  Age.  375 

Though  'mongfl  vs  Troians,  and  thy  felfe  a  Greeke, 
Thou  art  not  now  amongfl.  thine  enemies, 
Thy  life  He  warrant,  onely  let  vs  know 
What  this  Horfe  meanes. 

Syn,     Greece  I  renounce  thee,  thou  hafl  throvwne 
me  otf, 
Faire  Troy  I  am  thy  creature.     Now  He  vnrip 
Vliffes  craft,  my  fatall  enemy, 
Who  fold  to  death  the  Duke  Falamides, 
My  Kinfman  Troians  (though  in  garments  torne) 
Sy7wn  flands  here,  yet  is  he  nobly  borne  : 
For  that  knowne  murder  did  I  haint  his  Tent 
With  rayling  menaces,  horrible  exclaimes, 
Many  a  blacke-faint,  of  wifhes,  oathes,  and  curfes 
Haue  I  fung  at  his  window,  then  demaunding 
luftice  of  Agamemnon^  Diomed^ 
Duke  Nestor  with  the  other  Lords  of  Greece, 
For  murder  of  the  Prince  Palamides^ 
And  being  denide  it  in  my  mofl  vexation, 
My  bitter  tongue  fpar'd  not  to  barke  at  them : 
For  this  I  was  obferu'd,  lookt  through  and  through 
Vliffes  braine  had  markt  me,  for  my  tongue 
And  fatted  me  for  death  by  Calchas  meanes, 
He  wrought  fo  farre  that  I  fhould  haue  bin  offred 
Vnto  the  gods  for  facrifice,  the  Priefl 
Lifting  his  hand  aloft  to  ftrike  me  dead, 
I  lept  downe  from  the  Altar,  and  fo  fled, 
Purfuite  and  fearch  was  made,  but  I  lay  fafe 
In  a  thicke  tuft  of  fedge,  till  I  was  found 
By  thefe  your  fouldiers,  who  thus  brought  me  bound. 

Fria.     Thou  now  art  free  fecur'd  from  all  their 
tyranny : 
Now  tell  vs  what's  the  meaning  of  this  Horfe  ? 
Why  haue  they  left  him  here,  themfelues  being  gon  ? 

Syfi.     My  new  releaf'd   hands,  thus  I  heaue   on 
hye, 
Witneffe  you  gods,  that  Synon  cannot  lye. 
But  as  a  new  adopted  Troian  now 
By  Priauis  grace ;  I  here  protefl  by  loue. 
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By  thefe  eternal  fires  that  fpangle  Heauen, 

The  Alter,  and  that  facrificing  fword, 

Beneath  whofe  flroake  I  lay,  fince  my  bafe  Country 

Cads  me  away  to  death,  I  am  now  borne 

A  fonne  of  Troy  :  not  Hc^or  whilR  he  liu'd 

More  dammag'd  Greece  by  his  all  wounding  arme, 

Then  I  by  my  difcouery :  Well,  you  know 

How  the  Greekes  honour  Pallas^  who  incenfl 

Becaufe  Vliffes  the  Palladium  flole 

Out  of  her  Temple,  and  her  Warders  flew, 

In  rage  fhe  threatned  ruine  to  all  Greece : 

Therefore  to  her  hath  Calchas  built  this  Horfe. 

(Greece  pardon  me,  and  all  my  Countrey  gods 

Be  deafe  to  Syfions  tale,  and  let  it  bee 

Henceforth  forgot  that  I  was  borne  in  Greece, 

Lead  times  to  come  record  what  I  reueale, 

The  blacke  confufion  of  my  Natiue  weale. 

Priam.     And  what's  that  Synon  ? 

Syit,     Where  left  I  %   at  the  Horfe,  built  of  that 
fize, 
Leafl  you  fhould  giue  it  entrance  at  your  Gates  : 
For  know  fhould  your  rude  hands  dare  to  prophan 
This  gift  facred  to  Pallas  :  Rots  and  difeafes, 
Pefls  and  infections  fhall  depopulate  you, 
And  in  a  fmall  fhort  feafon,  they  returning, 
Shal  fee  thy  fubiedls  llain,  faire  Troy  bright  burning. 
I'm  euen  with  thee  Vliffes,  and  my  breath 
Strikes  all  Greece  home  for  my  intended  death. 

Pria.     Thankes  Syno?i,  we  fhall  bounteouily  reward 
thee. 

^?ie.     And   fee  my   Leige,   to    make    good    his 
report, 
Laocoon,  he  that  with  his  lauelin  pierfl 
This  gift  of  Pallas,  round  embrac'd  with  Snakes, 
That  winde  their  traines  about  his  wounded  wafl, 
And  for  his  late  prefumption  fling  him  dead. 

Pria.     We  haue  not  feene  fo  fLrange  a  prodigy, 
Laocoon  hath  oifended  all  the  gods. 
In  his  prophane  attempt. 
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Syn.     Then  lend  your  helping  hands, 
To  lift  vp  that  Palladian  monument 
Into  Troycs  Citty  :  Leauers,  Cables,  Cords. 

Cho.     It  cannot  enter  through  the  Citty  Gates, 

Syn.     Downe  with  the  wals  then. 

Cho.     Thefe  wals  that  ten  yeares  haue  defended 
Troy^ 
For  all  their  feruice  fhall  wee  ruine  them. 

Syn.     But   this    fliall    not    defend    you    for    ten 
yeares, 
But  make  your  Towne  impregnable  for  euer. 

Pria.     Downe  with  the  wals  then,  each  man  lend  a 
hand. 

Cho.     I  heare  a  noyfe  of  Armour. 

^ne.     Ha,  what's  that  ? 

Cho.     I   feare   fome    treafon    in    that    Horfe    in- 
clofed  : 
Nor  will  I  lend  an  hand  to  hale  him  in. 

Omnes.     Downe  with  the  Wals. 

/^7ie.     And   Troians   now    after    your    ten    yeais 
toile, 
Dayes  battailes,  the  fields  trouble,  and  nights  watch, 
This  is  the  firfl  of  all  your  reft,  feaft,  banquet,  ioy 

and  play, 
Pallas  is  ours,  the  Greek es  fayl'd  hence  away. 

Pria.     Here  we  releafe  all  Gentries  and  commit 
Our  broken  wals  to  her  Celeftiall  guard  ; 
We  will  reward  thee  Synon,  the  Greekes  gone, 
Priam  may  reft  his  age,  in  his  foft  throne.  Exe. 

Syn.     So,  fo,  fo, 
Synon  I  hope  Ihall  warme  his  hands  annon. 
At  a  bright  goodly  bone-fire  :  Here's  the  Key 
Vnto  this  machine  by  Epeus  built, 
Which  hath  already  with  his  brazen  breft, 
Tilted  Troies  wall  downe,  and  annon  being  drunke 
With  the  beft  blood  of  Greece,  in  dead  of  night 
Hauing  furcharg'd  his  ftomacke,  will  fpew  out 
A  thoufand  men  in  Armes  :  fweet  mid-night  come, 
I  long  to  maske  me  in  thy  fable  Wings, 
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That  I  may  do  fome  mifchiefe  and  blacke  deedes  : 
We  fliall  hauc  rare  fport,  admirable  fpoyle, 
Cutting  of  throats,  with  dabbing,  wounding,  kiUing 
Some   dead   a  fleep,    and    fome    haife    lleep,    halfe 

wake  : 
Some  dancing  Antickes  in  their  bloody  fhirts, 
To  which  their  wiues  cries,  &  their  infants  fhreeks, 
Play  muficke,  braue  mirth,  pleafmg  harmony  : 
Then  hauing  fpitt  young  children  on  our  fpeares, 
We'le  rofl  them  at  the  fcorching  flames  of  Troy  : 
Flye  fwift  you  winged  minutes  till  you  catch 
That  long-wiflit  houre  of  flilnes  :  in  which  Troy 
Sleeps  her   lafl  fleep,   made   drunk   with   wine   and 

ioy. 
In  the  receiuing  of  this  fatall  Steede, 
Sicke  Troy  this  day  hath  fwallowed  fuch  a  pill, 
Shall  fearch  her  intrayles,  and  her  Hues  blood  fpill. 

Exit. 

Enter  Agamemnon,  Menelaus,  Vliffes,  with  fouldiers 
in  a/oft  march,  without  noife, 

Aga.     Soft,  foft,  and  let  your  flilneffe  fuite    with 
night, 
Faire  Fhebe  keepe  thy  flluer  fplendor  in, 
And  be  not  feene  to  night. 

Metie,     Where  Phebe  in  my  cafe, 
She  foone  would  blufh  to  fliow  her  horned  face. 

Vliff.     We  would  not  haue  a  fl.arre  cafl,  it's  cleare 
eye 
On  our  darke  enterprife  :  too  fafl. :  fo,  flill. 
Here  Ambufli,  till  you  fee  the  flaming  Torch, 
Synon  this  night  vpon  the  wals  of  Troy^ 
Will  toffe  about  his  eares,  as  a  true  flgnall, 
The  great  Epeaii  flrudlure  is  receiu'd, 
And  we  may  find  fafe  entrance  by  the  breach. 

As^a.     A   ftand,  the  word   through   all   the  Regi- 
ment. 

Mene.     A  fl.and. 
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Ejiter  Synon  with  a  torch  ahoue. 

Syn.     Thy  euerlaRing  fleepe,  fleepe  careleffe  Trov^ 
This  horrid  night  buried  in  Wine  and  mirth, 
This  fatall  Horfe  fpur'd  by  the  braine  of  Synon, 
Hath  lept  ore  Troys  high  bulwarks  great  with  Greeks, 
Four  times  in  rayiing  vp  the  monument, 
A  Ihaking  found  of  Armour  harflily  iar'd 
In  all  the  Princes  eares,  and  had  they  not 
Beene   drunk    in    Sy?io?ts  teares,   they'd    found  our 

guile. 
It  is  now  mid-night.     The  black  darkneffe  falne, 
And  rould  o're  all  the  world,  as  well  the  Poles, 
As  the  great  Ocean,  and  the  earth  :  now's  the  time 
For  tragicke  flaughter,  clad  in  gules  and  fables, 
To  fpring  out  of  Hels  iawes,  and  play  flrang  reaks 
In  fleepy  Troy,  this  bright  and  flaming  brand 
Which  fo  often  gire  about  mine  eares, 
Is  fignall  for  the  Armies  quicke  returne, 
And  make  proud  Iflium  like  my  bright  torch  burne, 
Winke  all  you^eyes  of  Heauen,  or  you  fhall  be 
Blood-fhot  to  view  Troyes  difmall  Tragedy.  Exit^ 

Aga.     The  fignals  on  the  wal :  forward  braue  foul- 
diers. 
The  Horfe  is  entred,  Synons  Tale  beleeu'd. 
And  wee  this  night  fhall  fee  the  facke  of  Troy. 

Men.     March  on  then,  the  black  darknes  couers  vs, 
And  we  without  fufpition  eaflly  may 
Difperfe  our  felues  about  thefe  high  built  wals  : 

Vlif.     Now  with  a  foft  march  enter  at  this  breach 
But  giue  no  token  of  a  loud  Alarme, 
Till  we  haue  met  with  Pyrhits  and  the  refl, 
Whom  the  Steedes  bulke  includes. 

They  march  foftly  i?i  at  one  doore,  and  prefently  in  at 
another.  Enter  Synon  with  a  stealing  pace,  hold- 
ing the  key  in  his  hand. 

Syn.     Soft,  foft,  ey  fo,  hereafter  Ages  tell, 
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How  Synons  key  vnlockt  the  gates  of  Hell. 

Pyrhus,  Diomed,  and  the  rest,  leape  from  out  the  Horfc, 
And  as  if  groping  in  the  darke^  meete  with  Aga- 
memnon atid  tJie  refl :  7vho  after  knotvledt^e  ini- 
brace. 

Pyrhus.     The  Generall  % 

A^ani.     Pyrhus  % 

Dio.     Menelaus  7 

Mene.     Dio7ned  % 

Ther.     My  Vrchin  ? 

Syn.     What  my  Toad  ? 

Pyr.     Well  met  in  Troy  great  Lords. 

Viif     Where  are  wee  now  ? 

Sy.     In   the   high   flreet,   nere   to   the  Church  of 
Pallas, 
And  this  you  pafl,  the  gate  cal'd  Dardanus. 

Pyr.     Then  here  begins  Troyes  fB.tal\  tragedy  : 
Princes  of  Greece,  at  once  vnflieath  your  fwords, 
And  heare  protefl  with  JVeoptolemtis, 
By  our  fore-father  Peleus,  grandam  Thetis, 
The  Emperious  goddeffe  of  the  Sea,  that  made 
Achilles,  faue  th'  heele,  invulnerable, 
And  by  my  father  great  /Eacides. 
His  glorious  name,  his  Armour  which  I  weare, 
His  bloody  wounds,  and  his  blacke  fepulchre ; 
I  here  abiure  all  refpite,  mercy,  fleepe, 
Vntil  this  Citty  be  a  place  confus'd  : 
This  murall  girdle  that  begirts  it  round 
A  Cawfey  for  the  Greekes  to  trample  on, 
The  place  a  ftone-heape  fwimming  in  an  Ocean 
Of  Troian  blood,  which  fhall  from  farre  appeare 
Like  an  high  Rocke  in  the  red  Sea. 

Syn.     A  braue  fhow. 
To  fee  full  Boats  in  blood  of  Troians  rowe, 
And  'the  poore  labouring  Snakes  with  armes  fpread 

fwimme 
In  luke-warme  blood  of  their  allyes  and  kin. 
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Men.     Whence   mufl   this    Ocean   flowe  %      From 
thoufand  Springs 
Of  gentle  and  ignoble,  bafe  and  Kings. 

Pyr.     Set  on  then,  none  retire  ; 
Wane  in  the  one  hand  (leele,  in  the  other  fire. 
Loud   Drummes    and   Trumpets   ring    Jroyes    fatal! 

peale, 
That  now  lyes  drawing  on,  the  word  be  vengeance, 
Alarum,  at  that  watch- word  fire,  and  kill, 
And  wide-mouth'd  Orchus  with  whole  legions  fill. 

A  loiide  Alarum.     Enter  a  Troian  in  his  night-gowne 

all  vjiready. 

Tro.     Twas  an  alarum  fure  that  frighted  mee 
In  my  dead  lleepe,  'twas  neare  the  Dardan  port : 
loue  grant  that  all  be  well. 

Enter  his  wife  as  from  bed. 

Wife.     Oh  Heauen  !  what  tumult's  this 
That  hurries  through  the  fatall  ftreetes  of  Troy  ? 
I  feare  fome  treafon. 

Tro.     Stay  Wife,  lay  thine  eare 
Vnto  the  ground  and  lift,  if  we  can  gather 
Of  what  condition  this  flrange  vproare  is 
That  riots  at  this  late  vnfeafoned  houre  % 
Sure  'tis  the  noife  of  war,  whence  Ihould  it  grow  % 
The  Greekes  are  fayl'd  hence,  Troy  needes  feare  no 
foe. 

Wife.     The  horrid  flirre  comes  on  this  way  towards 
vs. 

Iroi.     Oh  whither  fhall  we  turne  % 

A  great  cry  withi?t.     Alariwi.     Enter  Pyrhus  with  the 
rest  their  weap07is  drawn  and  torches. 

Wife.     Oh  faue  mee  husband. 
Troi.     Succour  me  deere  wife. 
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Omnes.     Vengeance  for  Greece  and  Neoptoletmis. 

Pyr,     So  flyc  the  word  along,  dye  old  and  young, 
Mourne  Troy  in  aflies  for  Achilles  loffe, 
Steele  in  one  hand,  in  th'  other  fire-brands  toffe. 

Exeunt. 

Enter  Chorebus  at  one  doore,  at  another  ^neas  with 
their  weapons  drawne. 

Clw,     This  horrid  clamour  that  hath  cal'd  mee  vp 
From  my  deepe  refl,  much,  much  amazeth  mee  ; 
Tis  on  the  right  hand,  now  vpon  the  left. 
It  goes  before  me  and  it  foUowes  mee  : 
Oh  loue  expound  the  meaning  of  this  horrour 
Which  the  darke  mid-night  makes  more  terrible. 

^ne.     This  flreete  is  cleare,  but  now  I  climb'd  a 
Turret, 
And  I  might  well  difcerne  half  Troy  in  fire, 
And  by  the  flame  the  burnidit  Helmets  glifler 
Of  men  in  Armes,  whence  lout  Olimpicke  knowes. 

Enter  afeco?idTxo\2iVi. 

2.  Tro.     Where  fhall  I  hide  me  ?    Treafon,  Troyes 
betray'd  ; 
The  fatall  horle  was  full  of  armed  Greekes. 

Chore.     Of  Greekes  %  damn'd  Sy?iOfi. 

2.  Tro.     Prince  Chorebus  fly, 
Fly  great  ^neas. 

Cho.     Which  way  ?  where  ?  or  how  ? 
Are  we  not  rounded  with  a  quick-fet  hedge 
Of  pointed  fl,eele  ?  are  not  the  gates  poffefl 
And    flrongly    man'd    with    Greekes  1     death    euery 

where, 
Then  whither  fhould  we  flye  ? 

J^ne.     Into  the  throng. 
Where  blowes  are  dealt,  where  our  inflamed  Turrets 
Burne  with  moft  fury. 

Cho.     Nobly  fpeakes  ^neas. 
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/^e.     Then  whither  flames,  and  furies,  fhreiks  and 
clamors. 
Death,  danger,  and  the  deuils  hurry  vs, 
Thither  will  we  :  follow  where  I  fhall  lead, 
Thoufands  fhall  fall  by  vs  ere  we  be  dead. 

Enter  Therfites,  with  other  Greekes. 

Ther.     Charge  on  thefe  naked  Troians,   and  cry 
thus, 
Vengeance  for  Greece  and  Neoptolemus. 

Cho.     Charge  on  thefe  armed  Grecians,  and  thus 
cry, 
We  may  yet  Hue  to  fee  ten  thoufand  dye. 

They  charge  the  Greekes  and  kill  them,  Therfites   runs 

away* 

Cho.     Well  fought  braue  fpirits  in  our  vtter  ruine. 
We  are  Conquerours   yet :   let's  don  thefe  Greekifh 

habits. 
And  mixe  our  felues  amongfl  their  Armed  ranks ; 
So  vnexpedled  murder  all  we  meete  : 
The  darkeneffe  will  aflifl  our  enterprife. 
Thefe  Greekifh  Armes  this  night  by  Troians  worne^ 
Shall  to  the  fall  of  many  Grecians  turne. 

Enter  all  the  Greekes, 

Omnes.     Burne  fire,  and  kill,  as   you  wound   cry 
thus. 
Vengeance  for  Greece  and  Neoptolemus.  Exeunt, 

Enter  ^neas  followed  by  He6lors  ghofl, 

/E7ie.     What  art  thou  that  with  fuch  a  grim  afpedl. 
In  this  black  night  fo  darke  and  turbulent, 
Haunts  me  in  euery  corner  of  my  houfe 
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Which  yet  burnes  o're  mine  eares  % 

Heft.     Docfl  thou  not  know  me  ? 
Or  can  yE^icas  fo  forget  his  friend  % 
This  face  did  fright  Achilles  in  the  field, 
And  when  I  fliooke  thefe  lockcs,  now  knotted  all, 
As  bak't  in  blood  ;  all  Greece  hath  quak't  and  trem- 
bled. 
Locke   on  mine    Heeles,   and   thou  maifl  fee  thofe 

thongs 
By  which  fo  often  I  was  dragg'd  'bout  Troy, 
My  body  made  an  vniuerfall  wound 
By  the  vnnumbred  hands  of  Mirmidons, 
This  th'  hand  that  tofl  fo  many  wild-fire  balls 
Into  the  Argiue  fieete,  and  this  the  body 
That  deck't  in  Aiax  and  Achilles  fpoyles 
Ridde  from  the  fields  triumphant  thorow  Troy, 
y£ne.     Prince  Heflor% 
He6l.     Hence  yEfieas  pofL  from  Troy, 
Reare  that  abroad  the  gods  at  home  deflroy. 
The  Citty  burnes,  Priam  and  Priams  glory 
Is  all  expir'd,  and  tumbled  headlong  downe : 
Caffandraes  long  negle6led  prophefies 
This  night  fulfils.     If  either  ftrength  or  might 
Could  haue  prote6led  Troy,  this  hand,  this  arme 
That  fau'd  it  oft,  had  kept  it  flill  from  harme. 
But  Troy  is  doom'd,  here  gins  the  fatall  Story 
Of  her  fad  facke  and  fall  of  all  her  glory. 
Away,  and  beare  thy  Country  gods  along, 
Thoufands  fhall  iffue  from  thy  facred  feede, 
Citties  more  rich  then  this  the  Grecian  fpoyle. 
In  after  times  fhall  thy  fucceffors  build, 
Where  Heflors  name  fliall  liue  eternally. 
One  Roi7iiiliis,  another  Bruite  fhall  reare, 
Thefe  fliall  nor  Honours,  nor  iufl  Rectors  want, 
Lumbardies  Roome,  great  Britaines  Troy-nouaiit. 
Hen  fiige  nate  Dea ;  teque  his  pater  eripefiammis  ; 
Hojtis  habet  muros,  riiit  alto  a  culmijie  Troia 
Sacra,  fiiofque,  tibi  comnwidat  Troia  penates 
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Hos  cape  fat07'uin  coiiiites^  his  moenia  qucere^ 
Magna  pererrato  Jlatucs  quce  denique  ponto.  Exit, 

^ne.     Soft  lie  thy  bones  and  fvveetly   may   they 
rea 
Thou  wonder  of  all  worthyes,  but  Troy  burnes  : 
Thoufands  of  Troian  Corfes  blocke  the  flreetes, 
ome  flying  fall,  and  fome  their  killers  kill  : 
Where  fliall  I  meete  thee  death  %  before  I  flye, 
Some  Conquerors  yet,  fliall  brauely  conquered  die. 

Exit. 

Explicit  A6lus  fecundus. 


A^us  Tertius  :  Scoe7ia  prima. 

Enter  Priam  in  his  night-gowjie  and  flippers,  after  him 
Hecuba,  Hellena,  Andromache,  Caffandra,  Po- 
lyxena,  Polites,  Aflianax.  Aji  Alarum. 

All  La.     Oh  helpe  vs  father  Priam^  Oh  the  Greeks. 

Pri.     I  haue  done  more  then  age  would  fufler  me 
They  haue  tilted  mafls  againfl.  my  Pallace  gates, 
And  burR  them  open. 

All  La.     Oh  father  Priam,  whether  fhall  we  flye? 

Pri.     We  are  incompafl  round  with  fword  &  fire, 
'Las  Daughters,  'las  my  young  Astianax. 

All  La.     Oh   heauen,  they  come,  where   may   we 
hide  vs  fafe  % 

Pri.     Safety  and  helpe  are  both  fled  out  of  Troy\ 
And  left  behind  nothing  but  maffacre  : 
My  Pallace  is  furpris'd,  my  guard  all  flaine, 
My  felfe  am  wounded,  but  more  with  your  flireeks, 
Then  by  the  fwords  of  Grecians  :  come  let's  flie 
Vnto  the  facred  Altar  of  the  gods. 

3  c  c 
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All  La.     May  we  be  fafe  there  father  % 

Prl.     Safe  %     Oh  no  ; 
Safety  is  fled.     Death  hath  our  Hues  in  chafe, 
And  fince  we  needes  muR  dye,  let's  chufe  this  place. 

Exeunt. 

Alarum.     Enter  at  the  one  doore  Hellen,  at  the  other 

Crefida. 

Cref.     Whither  runnes  Hellen  ? 

Hel.     Whither  fliould  I  fly  % 

Cref.     See,  Troy  is  not  it  felfe,  oh  wretched  Hellen  \ 
To  fliun  the  Greekes  to  run  into  the  fire, 
Or  flying  fire,  perifh  by  Greekifh  fleele  : 
Which  hadfl.  thou  rather  chufe  ? 

Hel.     Death,  in  what  fhape  foeuer  hee  appeares 
To  me  is  welcome,  Tie  no  longer  fhun  him ; 
But  here  with  Crefida  abide  him  :  here, 
Oh^  why  was  Helle?i  at  the  firfl  fo  faire, 
To  become  fubie6l  to  fo  foule  an  end  % 
Or  how  hath  Crefids  beauty  finn'd  'gainfl,  Heauen, 
That  it  is  branded  thus  with  leprofie  % 

Cref.     I  in  conceit  thought  that  I  might  contend 
Againfl  Heauens  fplendor,  I  did  once  fuppofe, 
There  was  no  beauty  but  in  Crefids  lookes, 
But  in  her  eyes  no  pure  diuinity  : 
But  now  behold  mee  Hellen. 

Hel.     In  her  I  fee 
All  beauties  frailty,  and  this  obiecft  makes 
All  faireneffe  to  fhow  vgly  in  it  felfe  : 
But  to  fee  breathleffe  Virgins  pil'd  on  heape, 
What  leffe  can  Hellen  doe  then  curfe  thefe  Starres 
That  fhin'd  fo  bright  at  her  natiuity, 
And  with  her  nayles  teare  out  thefe  fliining  balls 
That  haue  fet  Troy  on  fire  ? 

Enter  Pyrhus,  Agamemnon,  Menelaus,  &>€. 

Pyr.     Pierce    all    the   Troian   Ladies    with    your 
fwords, 
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Lead  'mongfl  them  you  might  fpare  Polixcna. 

Agam.     Stay,  I  fliould  know  that  face,  tis  Helena, 

Mene.     My  Queene  % 

Hel.     I  am  not  Hellcn^  but  Polixena  : 
Therefore  reuengfull  Neoptolemiis 
Doe  luflice  on  me  for  thy  fathers  death. 

Pyr,     Polixena  ?  by  all  Achilles  honours 
He  part  thee  limbe  from  limbe. 

Cref.     Pyrhiis  forbeare, 
It's  the  Spartan  Queene. 

Me7i.     If  Hellen,  the  adulterous  flrumpet  dyes, 
He  be  her  deathf-man. 

Uel.     Strike  home  Menelaus, 
Death  from  thy  hand  is  welcome.  ; 

Aga.     Hold  I  fay, 
Shee's  Clitemnejlras  fiRer,  for  her  fake  j 

Helleti  fhall  Hue,  and  Kingly  MeJielaus  -^ 

Receiue  her  into  fauour. 

Pyr.     Agamefrmoji 
Is  too  remiffe,  I  haue  fworne  all  blood  to  fpill 
I  meet  with,  and  this  one  will  Pyrhus  kill. 

Men.     And  I  this  other. 

Aga.     For  our  fake  Menelaus  let  her  Hue. 
Was  not  our  fifler  borne  againfl  her  will 
From  Sparta  %  for  that  wrong  done  by  the  Troians 
Doth  not  Troy  burne  %  and  are  not  all  our  fvvords 
Stain'd  in  the  blood  of  Paris  flaughtered  friends  % 
You  fhall  be  reconcil'd  to  Helena^ 
And  beare  her  backe  to  Greece. 

Enter  Therfjtes. 

Ther.    Bellen  at  flirift :  alas  poore  penitent  Queane, 
Doft  heare  me  Menelausi  pardon  her, 
Take  her  againe  to  Sparta,  thou'lt  elfe  want 
So  kind  a  bed-fellow. 

Men.     Take  backe  my  fhame  ? 

Ther.     Yes  for  thy  pleafure. 
There's  in  the  world  as  rich  and  honourable 

c  c  2 
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As  thou,  who  lend  the  i)leafiircs  of  their  bed 
To  others,  and  then  take  tliem  backe  agayne 
As  they  can  get  them. 

Men.     My  brow  fliall  neuer  beare 
Such  CharacSlers  of  fliame. 

Ther.     Thy  l)rowes  beare  homes  already,  but  who 
fees  them  ? 
When  thou  returnTl  to  Sparta,  fome  will  thinke 
Thou  art  a  Cuckold,  but  who  is't  dare  fay  lo  1 
ThocT  art  a  King,  thy  finnes  are  clouded  o're, 
Where  poore  mens  faults  by  tongues  are  made  much. 

more. 
Of  all  men  lining.  Kings  are  lafl  fhall  heare 
Of  their  diflionours. 

Aga.     What  inferiour  Beafl 
Dares  tell  the  Lyon  of  his  Tyranny, 
Who  is  not  torne  afander  with  his  pawes  ? 
The  King  of  Sparta  therefore  needs  not  feare 
The  tongues  of  fubiedls,  bid  our  fifter  rife 
To  fafety  in  thine  amies. 

Ther.     Doe  Meiielaus. 

Men.     But  will  my  Hellen  then  by  future  vertue 
Redeeme  her  long  loft  honour  % 

Hel.     If  with  teares 
The  Heauens  may  be  appeas'd  for  Hellens  fmnes, 
They  fhall  haue  penitent  fhowers  :  If  Menelaiis 
May  with  the  fpirit  of  loue  be  fatisfied, 
He  ten  times  reftitie  my  forfet  honour 
Before  I  touch  his  bed. 

Men.     Arife  then  Hellen.,  Menelaus  armes 
Thus  welcome  thee  to  fafety. 

Ther.     Ha,  ha,  ha^ 
Why  this  is  well,  for  he  that's  borne  to  dye 
A  branded  Cuckhold,  huggs  his  defliny  : 
Goe,  get  you  after  Pyrhiis  to  the  flaughter, 
He  looke  to  Helle7i. 

Aga.     Conueigh  her  to  our  guard.  Exit. 

Ther,      Hellen,   hereafter   fee   thou   proou'fl  more 
wife, 
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If  not  more  honefl,  yet  be  more  precife.  Exit. 

Enter  Prince  Chorebus  with  other  Troians  in  Greekifh 

habits. 

Cho.     Thefe  fliapes  thriue  well,  we  haue  guilt  our 
Greekifli  armes 
With  blood  of  their  owne  nation  :  fome  we  haue  fent 
To  euerlafling  darknefle,  fome  repulfl 
Backe  to  their  fliips  :  fome  we  haue  made  to  flye 
Into  their  horfes  bulke,  whence  Pyrhus  firft 
Lept  downe  vpon  his  fpeare. 

Enter  Synon,  Therfites,  and  the  Greekes  dragging  in 
Caffandra. 

Syn.     Come  fouldiers,  this  is  flately  tragicall, 
The  Greekes  wade  vp  euen  to  the  brawny  thighes 
In  luke-warme  blood  of  our  defpoyled  foes. 
Aboue  Melpomene  s  huge  buskind  top 
We  plunge  at  euery  flepp,  and  brauely  fought 
By  Troyes  bright  burning  flame  :  that's  now  our  light. 

Ther.     More  of  our  valiant  mates,  let's  ioyne  with 
them, 
This  flreete  yet's  vnaffaulted  and  vnfir'd : 
Some  balls  of  wild-fire  flreight,  and  hurle  this  Lady 
Into  the  fury  of  the  burning  flame. 

Cho.     My  wife  Caffafidra  ? 

Syn.     Courage,  let  none  fcape 
Fire,  vengeance,  blood,  death,  murder,  fpoyle    and 
rape. 

Cho.     All   thefe   on    Greece  and  twenty   thoufand 
more, 
Till  they  like  Troy  be  drown'd  in  teares  and  goare. 

Chorebus  and  the  rest  beate  off  the  Greekes,  and 
refcue  Caffanara. 

Caff.     From  Greekes  to  Greeks,  from  fire  kept  for 
the  fword. 
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From  one  death  to  another. 

Cho.     Caffandra  no. 

Caff.     My  Lord  tlie  Prince  Chorebus  ? 

Cho.     Yes  the  fame, 
Who  hath  preferu'd  thee  both  from  fvvord  and  flame. 

Enter  ^neas  7mth  his  father y  ivho  taki?ig  Choxthn^  for 
a  Grecian  by  reafon  of  his  habite,  fights  with  him 
and  kits  him. 

^ne.     More  Greekes   and   fee    Cafjandra  captiue 
made, 
Affault  them  Troians,  refcue  the  faire  PrincefTe ; 
This  way  deare  father  mount  my  backe  again e. 

Caff.     Oh  falfe  ^Jieas,  thou  haR  flaine  thy  friend  : 
Many  a  Greeke  (thus  fhapt)  he  fent  to  hell. 
And  being  a  Troian  by  a  Troian  fell. 

yEne.    He  dy'd  not  by  my  hand,  but  his  owne  fate. 

Caff.     And  I  forgiue  thee  good  y^7teas,  fiie. 
Thou  fhalt  furuiue,  but  Troy  and  wee  mufl  fall  : 
The  hope  of  all  our  future  memories 
Are  flor'd  in  thee,  take  vp  thy  facred  load 
Reuerent  Anchifes  bed-rid  through  his  age, 
We  are  all  doom'd,  faire  Troy  mufl  perifli  here. 
But  thou  art  borne  a  greater  Troy  to  reare. 

^ne.     The  Heauens  haue  hand  in  all  things,  to 
their  pleafure 
Wee  mufl  fubfcribe  :   Creufa,  where's  my  wife  1 
In  loofmg  her  I  faue  but  halfe  my  life. 
Come  reuerent  father,  on  my  flioulders  mount, 
Though  thoufand  dangers  dogge  vs  at  the  heeles, 
Yet  will  wee  force  our  paffage.  Exeunt. 

King  Priam  difcoiiered  kneeling  at  the  Altar,  with  him 
Hecuba,  Polixena,  Andromache,  Aflianax :  to 
the7n  enter  Pyrhus,  a7id  all  the  Greekes,  Pyrhus 
killifi^  Polytes  Yu.d.nx^  fonne  before  the  Altar. 

Pyr.     Still  let  your  voyces  to  hye  Heauen  afpire 
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For  PyrJms  vengeance,  murdring  fleele  and  fire. 

All  the  Ladies.     Oh,  oh. 

Pri.      My   fonne   Polytes%    oh    thou    more    hard 
hearted 
Then  fatall  Pyrhiis  or  his  fathers  guard, 
That  in  the  fhadow  of  this  facred  place 
Durfl  fprinke  the  childs  blood  in  the  fathers  face. 

Pyr.      Priam  %     thanks    fweet    reuenge,    through 
fwords  and  armour, 
Through   mures,   and    Counter-mures    of    men    and 

fleele  ; 
Through  many  a  corner,  and  blind  entries  mouth 
1  haue  followed  this  thy  bleeding  fonne  to  death, 
Whofe  fwift  purfuite  hath  traind  me  to  this  Altar 
To  be  reueng'd  on  thee  for  the  fad  fate 
Of  great  Achilles. 

Pri.     Thou  art  Pyrhus  then  ? 

Pyr.     My  a6ls  fliall  fpeake  my  name, 
I  am  that  Pyrhus  who  did  mount  yon  Horfe 
Hyding  mine  armour  in  his  deepe  vafl  bulke. 
The  firfl  that  lept  out  of  his  fpacious  fide, 
And  tofl  confuming  fire  in  euery  ftreet, 
Which  climb'd,  as  if  it  meant  to  meete  the  Hars, 
I  am  that  Pyrhus  before  whom  Troy  falls  : 
Before  whom  all  the  Vanes  and  Pinacles 
Bend  their  high  tops,  and  from  the  battlements 
On  which  they  fland,  breake  their  afpiring  necks. 
The  proudefl  roofe  and  mofl  imperious  fpyre 
Hath  vaild  to  vs  and  our  all  wafting  fire. 

Pri.     Pyrhus^  I  know  thee  for  my  deflin'd  plague, 
I  know  the  gods  haue  left  vs  to  our  weakneffe, 
I  fee  our  glories  ended  and  extindl, 
And  I  fland  ready  to  abide  their  doome ; 
Onely  for  pitty  and  for  pieties  fake 
Be  gracious  to  thefe  Ladies. 

Syn.     Pyrhus  no, 
Such  grace  as  they  did  to  Achilles  (hew. 
Let  them  all  tafl ;  let  grace  be  farre  exil'd,  \ 

Kill  from  the  elder  to  the  fucking  child.  1 
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Pri.     Pice's  prone  enough  to  mifchiefe  of  himfclfe, 
Spurre  not  tliat  fury  on  which  runncs  too  faR, 
Nor  adde  thou  to  old  Priams  mifery 
Which  fcarce  can  be  augmented  tis  fo  great. 

Py}'.     Dye  in  thy  tortures  then. 

Hecu.     Oh  fpare  his  life. 

Afli.     Good  man  kili  not  my  Grandfire. 

Pri.     Good  man  doe. 

Hecu.     Kill  mee  for  him. 

Afli.     No,  fhee's  my  Grandam  too, 
Indeed  fliee's  a  good  woman,  chufe  fome  other 
If  you  mufl  needes  kill. 

Pyr.     This  then. 

AJli.     Shee's  my  Mother, 
You  fhall  not  hurt  her. 

Pri.     This  boy  had  a  father, 
HcHor  his  name,  who  had  hee  liu'd  to  fee 
A  fword  bent  'gainfl  his  wife,  this  Queene,  or  me, 
He  would  haue  made  all  Greece  as  hot  to  hold  him 
As  burning  Troy  is  now  to  fhelter  vs. 

AJli.    Good  Grandfire  weepe  not,  Grandam,  Mother, 
Aunt, 
Alas,  what  meane  you?  If  you  be  good  men 
Put  vp  your  fwords  and  helpe  to  quench  thefe  flames. 
Or  if  in  killing  you  fuch  pleafure  haue, 
Pra(flife  on  him,  kill  that  ill  fauoured  knaue. 

Syn.     Mee  bratt  % 

Pyr.      VlyJ/es,  Agamemnon,  Mefielaus, 
Sy?ion,  Therfifes,  and  you  valiant  Greekes ; 
Behold  the  vengeance  wrathfull  Pyrhus  takes 
On  Priams  body  for  Achilles  death  : 
Sy?io?i,  take  thou  that  Syren  Polixejie, 
And  hew  her  peece-meale  on  my  fathers  Tombe. 
Therfites,  make  the  wombe  of  fifty  Princes 
A  royall  fheath  for  thy  vi6lorious  blade  : 
Dioi?ied,  let  Caffa?idra  dye  by  thee. 
And  Aga7nemnon  kill  Andromache  : 
And  as  my  fword  through  Priams  bulke  fhall  flie. 
Let  them  in  death  confort  him,  and  fo  dye. 

Ther.     When,  when,  for  loiies  fake  when  \ 
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Syfi.     Some  expeditious  fate  this  motion  further, 
Me  thinks  tis  long  fince  that  I  did  a  murder. 

/n.     Oh  Heauen,  oh  lone,  Stars,  Planets,  fortune, 
fate, 
To  thinke  what  I  haue  beene,  and  what  am  now ; 
Father  of  fifty  braue  Heroick  fonnes. 
But  now  no  Father,  for  they  all  are  flaine. 
Queene  Hecuba  the  Mother  of  fo  many, 
But  now  no  Mother  :  for  her  barren  wombe 
Hath  not  one  child  to  fhew,  thefe  fatall  warres 
Haue  eate  vp  all  our  iffue. 

AJIL     My  deare  Father, 
And  all  my  princely  Vnkles. 

Andr.     My  deare  Husband, 
And  all  my  royall  brothers. 

Hecu.     Worthy  He^or^ 
And  all  my  valiant  fonnes. 

Pri.     And  now  that  Pf-iam  that  commanded  Afca^ 
And  fate  inthron'd  aboue  the  Kings  of  Greece^ 
Whofe  dreaded  Nauy  fcowerd  the  Hellefpoiit^ 
Sees  the  rich  towers  hee  built  now  burnt  to  afhes ; 
The  flately  walls  he  reard,  leuel'd  and  euen'd ; 
His  Treafures  rifled  and  his  people  fpoyl'd  : 
All  that  he  hath  on  earth  beneath  the  Sunne 
Bereft  him,  fauing  his  owne  life  and  thefe. 
And  my  poore  life  with  thefe,  are  (as  you  fee) 
Worfe  then  the  refl  \  they  dead,  we  dying  bee. 
Strike  my  flerne  foe,  and  proue  in  this  my  friend, 
One  blow  my  vniuerfall  cares  fliall  end. 

Pyr.     And  that  blow  Pyrhus  flrikes,  at  once  flrike 
all.  They  are  all  flaine  at  07ice. 

SyJi.     Why,  fo,  fo,  this  was  flately  tragicall. 

AJli.     Where  fliall  I  hide  me  % 

Pyr.     So  nimble  Heftors  baflard  % 
My  father  flew  thy  father,  I  the  fonne  : 
Thus  will  I  toffe  thy  carkas  vp  on  hie. 
The  brat  aboue  his  fathers  fame  fliall  flie. 

He  tojjeth  him  about  his  head  and  kills  him. 

Syn.     No,  fomewhat  doth  remayne, 
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Alarum  Rill,  the  j^coplcs  not  all  ilainc, 
Let  not  one  foule  furuiue. 

Pyr.     Then  Trumpets  found 
Till  burning  Troy  in  Troian  blood  be  drown'd. 

Exeunt. 

The  Alarum  continued,  JJireiks  and  clamours  are  heard 
within.  Enter  luith  Drumme,  Colours,  and  Soul- 
aiers  Agamemnon,  Pyrhus,  Vlyffes,  Diomed, 
Menelaus,  Hellen,  Therfites,  Synon,  cs^c. 

Pyr.     What  more  remaines   t'  accomplifh  our  re- 
uenge  ? 
The  proudeft  Nation  that  great  Afia  nurft  . 
Is  now  extin6l  in  Lethe. 

Mene.     All  by  Helle?t, 
Oh  had  that  tempting  beauty  ne're  beene  borne, 
By  whom  fo  many  worthies  now  lie  dead. 

Syn.     A  hot  Pefl  take  the  flrumpet. 

Ther.     And  a  mifchiefe. 

Syn.     Twas  this  hot  whore  that  fet  all  Troy  a  fire. 

Ilel.     Forgiue  me  Pyrhus  for  thy  fathers  death, 
Troy  for  thy  fack,  King  Pria77i  for  thy  fonnes, 
Greece  for  an  infinite  flaughter,  and  you  Husband 
For  all  your  nuptiall  wrongs,  King  Menelaus^ 
I  muft  confeffe,  my  inconfiderate  deed 
Haue  made  a  world  of  valiant  hearts  to  bleed. 

Dio.     What  note  is  that  which  Pyrhus  eye  dwels 
on  ? 

Pyr.     The  perfe6l  number 
Of  Greekes  and  Troians  flayne  on  either  part. 
The  fiege  ten  yeares,  ten  moneths,  ten  da  yes  indur'd, 
In  which  there  perilh't  of  the  Greekes  'fore   Troy 
Eight   hundred    thoufand   &   fixe   thoufand    fighting 

men  : 
Of  Troians  fell  fixe  hundred  fixe  and  fifty  thoufand, 
All  fouldiers ;  befides  women,  children,  babes, 
Whom  this  night  maffacred. 

Hel.     All  thefe  I  flew. 
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Syn.     Nay,  fome  this  hand  fent  packing,  that's  not 

true. 
Vlyf.     yEneas,  with  twenty  two  (hips  well  furnifh't, 
(The  felfe  fame  fliips  in  which  young  Paris  fayl'd 
When  hee  from  Sparta  flole  faire  Helena^ 
Is  fled  to  Sea. 

Dio.     AntJmior  with  fiue  hundred  Troians  more 
Scap't  through  the  gate  cal'd  Darda7i. 

Pyr.     Let  them  goe. 
That  of  Troyes  fack  the  world  by  them  may  know, 
Where  aboue  thirty  braue  Heroick  Kings 
Haue  breath'd  their  lafl  ;  befides  inferior  Princes, 
Barons  and  Knights,  eighteene  imperiall  Monarches 
With  his  owne  hands  renowned  Hedor  flew  : 
My  father  befldes  Trollies  and  that  He^or, 
Eight  famous  Kings  that  came  in  ayd  of  Troy, 
Three  Troian  Paris  with  his  Arrowes  flew, 
Of  which  one  was  my  father  :  Diomed 
Foure  Monarches  with  his  bright  fvvord  fent  to  death. 
Our  felfe  the  warlike  Queene  of  Amazons, 
And  aged  Frlam. 

Ther.     Brauely  boafl  he  can, 
A  wretched  woman  and  a  weake  old  man. 

Pyr.     And  now   Troyes  warres   are  ended,  we  in 
peace 
With  glorious  conquefl  to  fayle  backe  to  Greece. 
Their  Nation's  vanifh'd  like  their  Citties  fmoake, 
Our  enemies  are  all  afhes  :  worlds  to  come 
Shall  Cronicle  our  pittileffe  reuenge 
In  Bookes  of  Braffe  and  leaues  of  Adamant. 
Towards  Greece  vi6lorious  Leaders,  our  toyle's  pafl ; 
Troy  and  Troyes  people  v/e  haue  burn't  in  flames, 
And  of  them  both  left  nothing  but  their  names. 

Exeicfif. 

Explicit  Adus  tertiics. 
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Aftus  Qitartiis  :  Sccena  prima . 

Enter  Prince  Cethus  thefonne  of  King  Naulus,  ajid 
brother  to  Palamides. 

Ceth.     With  wondrous  ioy  they  fay,  the  Greekes  re- 

turne 
With  Triumphes  and  ouations  piercing  Heauen, 
Where  e're  they  fet  but  foot  loude  Paeans  fung, 
And    Oades    to    fpheare-hke   Notes    tun'd   in   their 

prayfe  : 
Whil'fl  Cethus  Hke  a  forlorne  fhadowe  walkes 
Difpis'd,  difgrac't,  negledled  and  debofht ; 
Playing  his  melancholly,  cares  and  forrowes 
On  his  difcordant  Hart-firings.     Oh  my  fate  ! 
Shall  I,  that  haue  this  body  and  this  braine, 
A  royalty  flampt  on  mee  in  my  birth  : 
Whofe  wrongs  haue  beene  of  marke  through  all  the 

world 
TroubHng  each  eare,  and  being  difputable 
By  euery  tongue  that  hath  beene  taught  to  fpeake, 
Euen  in  the  mouthes  of  Babes,  all  rating  mee 
Of  cowardefie  and  floth  :  fleepe,  an  occafion 
Being  fairely  offer'd  ?     No,  awake  reuenge, 
He  bring  thee  now  to  adlion. 

Enter  Pilades. 

Pil.     Heare  you  the  newes. 

Ceth.     Orcjies  ix\twdu,\h^Tio\i\Q  Pilades  % 
Inflrudl  mine  ignorance,  I  know  of  none. 

Pil.     This    day    the    Prince,    great    Agamemnons 
heire 
Orejies  whom  you  truely  call  your  friend, 
Betroths  the  young  and  faire  Hermione 
Daughter  to  beauteous  Hellen. 
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Ceih.     Hyviens  ioyes. 
Crowne  them  with  all  true  pleafure. 

Pil.     Shall  we  haue  your  prefence  at  the  Contra6l  ? 

Cdh.     Who's  within  ? 

Pil.     Onely  Egistus,  Clitenmcsiras  friend, 
The  Queene  and  fa  ire  EleBra. 

Ceth.     Witneffe  enough, 
Then  fpare  me  for  this  time  good  Pilades^ 
Wee'le  owe  them  greater  feruice. 

Pyl.     But  tis  a  duty  that  I  owe  my  friend, 
My  abfence  would  diflafl  him.  Exit. 

Ceth.     Fare  you  well. 
Doe,  doe,  contradl  and  marry,  ayme  at  Heauen, 
But  Hell  is  that  they  plunge  in  :  Oh  Palamedes 
My  bafely  betray'd  brother,  fold  at  Troy 
As  we  would  cheapen  Horfes,  yet  a  Prince  : 
A  Prince  %  nay  Generall  of  the  Greekifli  hofl. 
Emperour  and  Keyfer,  chofe  to  that  command 
By  a  full  lury  of  Kings,  and  by  them  rated 
The  prime  &  worthiefl :  who  being  far  from  equal 
Could  find  in  whole  Greece  no  competitor. 
Yet  this  peculiar  nian,  this  God  of  men. 
By  falfe  Vlyjjes  and  Atreus  fonnes 
A^a?tiemnofi  and  Meiielaus^  bafely  fupplanted  j 
Who,  for  they  would  conferre  among  themfelues 
The  foueraignty  forg'd  letters  fent  from  Troy, 
And  coine  withall  mark't  with  King  Priams  flamp,. 
As  if  this  father  of  his  fame  and  Nation 
Wliofe  onely  ends  were  aymd  to  honour  Greece 
Would  haue  betrayde  his  people  :  this  fuggefled, 
My  brother  was  arraign'd,  conui6l,  condemn'd ; 
For  which  I  haue  vow'd  the  vniuerfall  mine 
Of  all  the  Kings  of  that  corrupted  bench. 
Palamides  thy  blood  in  Afia  flied 
Shall  make  all  Europe  mourne  fince  thou  art  dead. 

Enter  EgifLus,   CHtemneftra,   OreRes,   Pilades,   Her- 
mione,  and  Ele(flra. 

Cli.     Mecenaes  King  and  Spartans  would  be  proud 
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To  fee  this  happy  and  blefl  vnion  made 
Betweene  tlieir  royall  Familyes. 

Orcjl.     This  fliire  Virgine, 
Second  from  Lada  to  whom  lone  voiichfaf 't 
The  flricl  Imbrace  of  liis  immortall  arme, 
Vnfpotted  with  her  mothers  proRitution, 
Wee'le  thus  receiue. 

Hernii.     May  my  chad  innocence 
Break e  through   the  Cloud  which  hath  ecchps'd  her 

fame, 
AVhofe  hifler  may  out-fhine  my  mothers  fraileties, 
And  they  through  me  may  bee  forgot  in  Greece. 

Egi.     Hermioney  your  words  tafl  of  your  breeding 
"Vnder  this  Queene  your  faire  and  Princely  Aunt, 
Were  young  ElcBra  but  fo  well  beflowed, 
Great  Agamemnon  in  fo  braue  a  match 
Would  thinke  himfelfe  more  grac'd,  then  in  fruition 
Of  all  the  forraigne  Trophies. 

Ceth.     May  fhee  prooue 
A  whore  like  to  her  mother  :  Prince  Orestes^ 
And  you  bright  Lady  Spa7'ta7is  fecond  light, 
May  all  the  vertues  of  this  potent  Queene 
Take  life  in  you,  to  prooue  hereditary 
That  the   great   Arch-duke  crown'd   with   fame  and 

honour. 
In  his  returne  may  adde  a  furplufadge 
To  his  already  furfet  ;  find  his  bed 
By  this  adultreffe  bafely  flrumpetted, 
And  make  the  Downe  they  lye  on  quaffe  their  blood. 

Orest.     How  doe  you  faire  Ele^ra  in  your  iudge- 
ment. 
Applaude  your  brothers  choyce  % 

Ek^.     A.S  of  a  contradl 
Made  by  the  gods  aboue,  and  now  by  Princes 
Here  ratified  on  earth. 

Orest.     I  would  my  friend 
Were  to  you  fifLer,  but  as  faft  betroth'd 
As  I  to  Hcllens  daughter :  But  deare  Pilades^ 
Tis  Time  mufL  perfect  all  things. 
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Pll.     Madam  you  heare 
This  motion  from  your  brother. 

EleH:.     And  I  craue 
Time  to  confider  on't. 

Orejl.     Tis  on  foote, 
Purfue  it  then  with  all  aduantages, 
Command  my  free  affiflance  to  beginne  : 
Had  you  EleBra  friend,  as  I  Hermio7ie  ; 
We  were  at  firfl  as  forraigne  as  you  two, 
And  euery  way  as  flrange,  but  opportunity 
That  hath  vnited  vs,  may  make  you  one. 
After  fome  amorous  parliance,  let  vs  now 
Vnto  the  Temple  and  there  facrifice 
Vnto  the  gods,  that  Greece  no  more  may  mourne 
But  glory  in  our  fathers  fafe  returne. 

Egijl.     His  fafety  is  our  danger,  for  know  Madam, 
Our  loue  hath  bin  too  publick. 

Ceth.     That's  the  ground 
On  which  to  build  my  proie6l. 

Cli.     Grant  it  hath. 
Cannot  a  more  then  nine  yeares  widdow-head 
Excufe  mee  being  a  woman  ?  thinks  the  King 
Wee  can  forget  that  leffon  in  our  age, 
Which  was  by  him  firfl  taught  vs  in  our  youth  ? 
Or  was't  his  ayme  to  fhew  vs  choyce  delights, 
Then  barre  vs  their  fruition  %     Firfl  to  taft. 
Our  pallat,  next  to  make  vs  appetite  : 
And  when  our  flomacks  are  prepar'd  and  fharpen'd. 
For  Coflly  vionds  plac't  before  our  eyes. 
Then  to  remooue  the  table  %  hee's  vnkind  ; 
And  as  hee  hath  dealt  with  vs,  fo  mud  find. 

Enter  Synon. 

Syn.     The  Queene  ?  to  her  my  fpeed  is. 
Cli,     Speake  on  fouldier. 
Syn.     I  am  the  herald  of  moR  happy  newes, 
Troy  with  the  earth  is  leueld,  fackt,  and  burnt ; 
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Priam  with  all  his  memory  extincfl, 

Qucenc,  daughters,  fonncs,  and  ful)ie6ls  ruin'd  all. 

Now  like  the  vapour  of  tlieir  Citties  finoake, 

And  of  them  no  more  lound  :  And  Madam  now 

The  King  your  Lord,  the  Elder  of  the  Atryd's^ 

Duke  of  the  puiffant  and  all  contjuering  HoR, 

His  temples  archt  in  a  vicflorious  orbe. 

And  wreth'd  in  all  the  glories  earth  can  yeeld 

Is  landed  in  Mycenc  a  Conquerour. 

Ceth.     How   could   they  fcape   thofe   fierce    fires 
Naiilus  made 
In  vengeance  of  his  fonne  Falamides 
To  fplit  their  curfed  Fleete  vpon  the  rocks. 

Cli.     Make  repetition  of  their  ioyes  againe, 
Beeing  things  that  I  cannot  heare  too  oft. 
And  adde  to  them  :  Is  Menelaus  fafe 
My  husbands  brother  %  Hcllcn  how  fares  fliee  ? 
Or  is  fliee  thence  repurchafl  %  fill  mine  eares 
With  fuch  fweete  Tones,  'tis  all  I  can  defire. 

Syn.     Take  your  full  longing  then,  for  though  the 
Seas 
With  tempefls,  flormes,  rocks,  Ihipwracks,  fhelues  and 

fands 
More  dammag'd  them  then  all  the  Troian  fiege. 
Although  the  Beacons  fir'd  to  draw  their  Fleete 
Diflreffed  and  difperft  vpon  the  rocks 
Sunke  many  a  goodly  bottome  :  Yet  the  Generall 
Scap't  by  the  hand  of  loue^  with  him  YJmgDmiied^ 
Vlyffes,  and  great  Neoptolimus, 
With  Spartaii  Menelaus  late  attend 
With  beauteous  Hellcn  caufe  of  all  thefe  broyles ; 
All  thefe  attend  vpon  the  Generall 
To  bring  him  home  vi6lorious,  and  this  night 
Will  lodge  in  the  Kings  Pallace. 

Cli.     Souldier  thanks, 
Thefe  twice  fiue  yeares  I  haue  a  widdow  beene, 
Thy  newes  haue  now  new  married  mee  :  giue  order 
For  the  Kings  intertainment,  all  the  ftate 
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Mycene  can  yeeld  fhall  freely  be  expos'd 
In  honour  of  thefe  Princes  :  your  great  hafl 
Doth  aske  fome  refl,  therefore  repofe  your  felfe, 
And  for  your  fortunate  newes  expe<fl  reward. 

Syii.     The  Queene  is  royall. 

Ceth.     And  now  to  that  diuell 
Which  I  mud  coniure  vp  :  Is  the  Queene  mad  % 
Or  thou  Egijlus  fottiOi  %  fee  you  not 
The  flake  and  fcaffold,  nay  the  Hang-man  too  ; 
And  will  you  blind-fold  run  vpon  your  deaths 
When  there  is  way  to  'fcape  them  % 

Egijl.     What  horrid  fright 
Is  this  propos'd  by  Cethus  % 

Ceth.     The  King's  return'd, 
And  doth  not  your  veines  gufh  out  of  your  temples 
In  fanguine  blufhes  ?  are  not  your  adulteries 
Famous  as  Hellens  %  nay,  more  infamous, 
There  was  a  rape  to  countenance  what  fhee  did. 
You  nought  faue  corrupt  luft  and  idleneffe  : 
Tis  blab'd  in  the  Citty,  talk't  on  in  the  Court, 
All  tongues  furcharg'd,  all  eyes  are  fix't  on  you, 
To  fee  what  fearefuU  vengeance  he  will  take 
For  that  your  proflitution. 

Cli.     Hee's  a  King. 

Ceth.     True  CUtemnestra^  fo  he  went  from  hence, 
But  is  returnM  a  Tyrant  flefht  in  blood  : 
Think'll  thou  that  he  who  queld  his  foes  abroad. 
Will  fpare  at  home  domeflick  enemies  % 
That  was  fo  prone  to  punifh  others  wrongs, 
And  can  forget  his  owne  % 

Cli.     If  Menelaus 
Haue  pardon'd  Helle?i,  may  not  he  his  brother 
Make  Spartaes  King  his  noble  prefident, 
To  doe  the  like  to  me  % 

Ceth.     Tufli  fliallow  Queene, 
How  you  miflake ;  fee  imminent  fate  affront  you, 
And  will  not  fliun  it  comming  %  If  his  brother 
Be  branded  as  a  fcandall  to  the  world, 
What  confequence  is  it  that  he  will  grone 
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Vndcr  the  felfe  fame  burden  ?  rather  thinke 
He  hath  propos'd  a  vengeance  dire  and  horrid 
To  terrifie,  not  countenance  fuch  mifdeeds  : 
And  this  mufl.  fall  on  you,  left  time  to  come 
Should  Chronicle  his  family  for  a  broode 
Of  Cuckolds  and  of  Strumpets. 

Egijl.     This  thy  language 
Strikes  me  with  horrour. 

Cli.     And  affrights  mee  too. 

Ceth.     Is   hee   not   King  ?    hath   he    not   Linxes 
eyes, 
And  Gyants  armes,  the  firft  to  fee  farre  off, 
The  lafl  as  farre  to  punifli  %  was  hee  fo  poore 
In  friends  at  home,  to  leaue  no  Argus  here 
To  keepe  his  eyes  ftill  waking  %  thinke  it  not 
But  that  he  knew  the  treafon  of  his  bed, 
Hee  had  not  faire  Brifeis  fnatcht  perforce 
From  th'  armes  of  great  Achilles. 

Cli.     That  I  heard. 

Ceth.     Why  hath  he  a  new  miftreffe  brought  from 
Troy^ 
But  to  ftate  her  in  Clitemnestraes  Read, 
And   make   her  Micenes   Queene   whilft   you    poore 

wretchf  s 
Like  malefa^lors  fuffer,  mark't  for  the  Stag 
And  moft  ridiculous  fpecSlacles. 

Cli.     You  fhew  the  danger, 
But  teach  vs  no  preuention. 

Egiji.     Set  before  vs 
The  obie(5ls  of  our  feares  and  difficulties, 
But  not  the  way  to  auoyde  them. 

Ceth.     Heare  me  then, 
Preuent  your  death's  by  his. 

Cli.     How  ?  kill  the  King  ? 
So  we  heape  fmne  on  fmne  and  bafely  adde 
Vnto  adultery  murder. 

Ceth.     Per  fcelus  femper  tuttim  feeler ibus  iter. 
Boldly  you  haue  begun,  and  being  once  in. 
Blood  will  cure  luft,  and  mifchiefe  phificke  fmne. 


The  Iron  Age,  403 

Cli.     Perhaps  our  guilt  lies  hid. 

Ceth.     In  a  Kings  Pallace 
Can  lufl,  in  fuch  great  perfons  be  conceald  ? 

Cli.     The  firfl  offence  repents  mee,  and  to  that 
I  fhould  but  adde  a  greater. 

Ceth.     Perifh,  doe. 
Or  what  concernes  this  mee  ?  I  fhall  be  fafe, 
I  haue  flrumpetted  no  Agamemno?ts  Queene, 
Nor  baflarded  the  iffue  of  the  Atrides  : 
Or  why  fhould  I  thus  labour  their  fecurities 
Who  fludy  not  their  owne  % 

Egijl.     Refolue  then  Queene, 
The  Kings  aufteere,  and  will  extend  his  ludice 
Vnto  fome  fad  example. 

Cli.     Oh  but  my  husband. 

Ceth.     After  ten  yeares  widdow-hood 
Can  Clitem7iejlra  thinke  of  fuch  a  name  1 

Cli.     You  haue  halfe  wonne  me,  when  fhall  this  be 
done? 

Ceth.     When  but  this  night  %  delayes  are  ominous  : 
Ere  he  haue  time  to  thinke  vpon  his  wrongs, 
Or  finde  a  tongue  to  whifper,  ere  fufpicion 
Can  further  be  inflru6led  or  lead  cenfure, 
To  call  his  wrongs  in  queflion  :  inflantly, 
Euen  in  his  height  of  ioy,  fulneffe  of  complement 
With  th'  Argiue  Kings  :   whilfl  cups  are  brim'd  with 

healths, 
Whilfl  iealoufies  are  drown'd  in  Bacchus  boles. 
This  night  before  he  fleepe,  or  that  his  pillowe 
Can  giue  him  the  leafl  counfell,  ere  he  can  fpare 
A  minute  for  the  fmallefl  intelligence, 
Or  moment  to  confider  :  I  haue  done 
If  you  haue  either  grace  in  apprehenfion 
Or  fpirit  in  performance. 

Egiff.     I  haue  both 
What  anfwers  Clitemiiestra  % 

Cli.     I  am  fwayd. 
And  though  I  know  there's  difference  of  luflice 
In  Princes  fitting  on  the  skarlet  bench, 
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And  husbands  dallying  in  the  priuate  bed  : 
rie  hold  him  as  one  fits  vpon  my  life, 
Not  one  that  Hes  inclos'd  within  mine  armes ; 
Hee's  now  my  ludge,  not  Husband,  here  I  vow 
AfTiflance  in  his  death. 

Cdh.     And  fo  furuiue 
Secure  and  fortunate. 

Egist.     This  night  ? 

Cli,     'Tis  done. 

Ceth.     The  proiecfl  I  haue  cafl  with  all  fecurity, 
And  fafety  for  your  perfon  :  fmooth  your  browes, 
And  let  there  fhine  a  welcome  in  your  lookes 
At  the  Kings  intertainment :  nay  begone, 
By  this  time  you  are  expelled  ;  what  remaines 
Is  mine  in  forme,  but  yours  in  a6\ion.  Exeunt. 

Now  father  llile  me  a  mofl  worthy  fonne 
Pala7nides^  a  brother,  what  neither  fires. 
Nor  rockes  could  doe,  what  neither  Neptimes  rage, 
Nor  Mars  his  fury,  what  the  turbulent  Seas, 
Nor  the  combuflious  Land,  that  Cethtcs  can  : 
Hee  that  lucceedes  my  brother  in  his  rule, 
Shall  firfl.  fucceede  in  death  :  none  that  had  hand 
Or  voyce  in  his  fubuerfion  that  fhall  ftand.  Exit. 

Enter  Therfites  a7id  Synon. 

Ther.     Well  met  on  Land  kind  brother,  wee  are 
now 
Vi6lorious  :  let's  be  proud  on't. 

Syn.     Thou  fay'ft  true, 
Wee  are  Conquerours  in  our  bafeft  cowardife, 
Wee  had  not  beene  here  elfe. 

Ther.     Valiant  ffe^or^ 
Achilles,  Troilus,  Paris,  A  tax  too, 
They  are  all  falne,  we  fland. 

Syn.     Yes,  and  will  ftiffe 
When  all  the  Grecian  Princes  that  furuiue 
Are  crampt  and  ham-flring'd. 

Ther.     Wall  thou  not  fea-ficke  brother  ? 
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Syn.     Horribly,  and  fear'd 
In  the  rough  feas  to  haue  difgorg'd  my  heart, 
And  there  to  haue  fed  Haddocks. 

Ther,     Troians  were  fellowes 
In  all  their  fury  to  be  parlied  with  : 
But  with  the  tempefls,  gufls,  and  FurkaneSy 
The  warring  windes,  the  billowes,  rocks  and  fires 
There  was  no  talking  :  thefe  few  times  we  pray'd, 
The  gods  would  heare  no  reafon. 

Syn.     Twas  becaufe 
The  billowes  with  their  roaring,  and  the  winds 
Did   with   their   whiflling    keepe    them    from    their 

eares : 
But  now  all's  huflit,  could  wee  finde  time  to  pray, 
They  might  find  time  to  heare  vs. 

Ther.     Shall  wee  be 
Spectators  of  the  royall  inter-view 
Betwixt  the  King  and  Queene  % 

Syn.     Ten  yeares  diuorfl 
Should  challenge  a  kind  meeting,  let's  obferue 
The  forme  and  (late  of  this  Court-complement, 
(Things  I  did  neuer  trade  with  :)    Harke  loud  muficke 
Giues  warning  of  their  comming, 

Loicde  muficke.  Enter  at  one  doore  Agamemnon, 
Vlyffes,  Diomed,  Pyrhus,  Menelaus :  Synon  aJid 
Therfites  falling  into  their  trayne.  At  the  other 
Egifl-us,  Clitemneflra,  Cethus,  OreRes,  Pylades, 
Hermione,  Ele6lra,  o^c. 

Aga.     Vnto  our  Country  and  our  Houfhold-gods 
Wee  are  at  length  return'd,  trophied  with  honours, 
With  Troyes  fubuerfion  and  rich  Afiaes  fpoyles, 
This  is  a  facred  day. 

Egifi.     Such  Troy  had  once. 
*'  Aga.     Vnto  the  gods  wel'e  facrifice. 

Ceth.     So  Priam  fell 
Before  the  holy  Altar. 

Aga.     This  Citty  is  not  Troy. 
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Ccth.     Where  Ilellen  treads, 
I  hold  the  place  no  better. 

Aga.     See  our  Queene, 
Orestes  and  E/enra,  for  our  fake, 
Princes  of  Greece   daigne  them  your  befl  falutes, 
Deare  Cliiemjicstra, 

cut.     Royall  King  and  Husband. 

After  their  fahite.     All  the  rest  co7nplement  as  JJrangerSy 
but  efpecially  Pyrhus  atid  Orejles. 

Aga.     What's  he  that   kneeles   fo   clofe  vnto   our 
Queen  ? 

cut.     Egijlus  and  your  feruant. 

Aga.     Hee  was  young 
When  we  at  iirfl  fet  fayle  from  Atilis  Gulfe, 
Now  grown  e  from  my  remembrance  ;  we  fhall  finde 
Fit  time  to  fearch  him  further. 

Ceth.     Marke  you  that. 

Egijl.     Yes,  and  it  toucht  me  deepely. 

Mene.     Our  fifter,  and  this  young  Hermione^ 
Daughter  to  vs  and  Hellen. 

Ther.     Prity  puppy, 
Of  fuch  a  common  brach. 

Men.     Young  Neoptolemus^ 
This  is  the  Lady  promis'd  you  at  Troy, 
For  your  great  feruice  done  there  :  (he's  your  owne, 
Freely  imbrace  her  then. 

Syn.     I  fee  we  are  like 
To  haue  a  iolly  kindred. 

Orest.     Pyrhus^  inioy 
Her  whom  I  haue  in  con-tradl  ? 

Pyr.     Beauteous  Lady, 
The  great'fl  ambition  Pyrhus  aymes  at  now, 
Is  how  to  know  you  farther. 

Her.  ....... 

Hath  beene  fo  mighty  to  reuenge  the  wrongs 
Of  my  faire  mother,  can  from  Hermione 
Challenge  no  leffe  then  welcome. 

Orejl.     Oh  you  gods, 


The  Iron  Age,  407 

Pyrhus^  thou  wert  more  lafe  in  burning  Troy 
With  horrour,  fury,  blood,  fires,  foes  about  thee. 
Then  in  my  fathers  court. 

Ceth,     Another  Collumne 
On  which  to  build  my  flaughters.     Patience  Prince, 
This  is  no  time  for  braues  and  Menaces, 
I  further  fhall  inflru(fl  you. 

Or  eft.     I  haue  done. 

7 her.     See  now  the  two  Queen  es  meete,  and  fmack 
in  publick, 
That  oft  haue  kifl  in  corners. 

Syn.     Therfites  i 
Thou  art  growne  a  monfler,  a  llrange  thing   fcarfe 

known  e 
'Mongfl  fouldiers,  wiues  and  daughters. 

Ther.     They  are  two  fiflers. 

Syn.     Yes,  and  the  two  King-brothers  royally 
Betweene  them  two  cornuted. 

Ther.     We  are  to  loud. 

Dio.     Princes    of   Greece,  fmce   we   haue   done  a 
duty 
To  fee  our  General!  mid'fl  his  people  fafe, 
And  after  many  dreadfuU  warres  abroad 
In  peace  at  home.     'Tis  fit  we  fhould  difperfe 
Vnto  our  feuerall  Countries  inflantly, 
I  purpofe  for  ^tolia,  where  my  Queene 
With  longing  waites  my  comming. 

Aga.     Not  King  Dionied, 
Till  you  haue  leene  Meccena's  porape  and  flate 
In  amplieil  royalty  exprefl  at  full, 
Both  tailed  of  our  feafls  and  Princely  gifts. 
The  faire  jEgiale^  who  hath  fo  long 
Forborne  your  prefence,  will  not  I  prefume 
Deny  to  fpare  you  to  vs  fome  few  dayes, 
To  adde  to  the  yeares  number,  though  not  as  Gene- 
rail 
Yet  will  I  lay  on  you  a  friends  command 
Which  raufl  not  be  deny'de. 
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Dio.     Great  Agaf?icm7W?i 
With  mee  was  eucr  powerfull,  I  am  his. 

Cli.     And   now   faire   filler    welcome    back    from 
Troy, 
Be  euer  henceforth  Spartaes. 

Hel.     Your  great  care 
In  my  enforced  abfence  (gracious  Queene) 
Exprefl  vnto  my  deare  Hermione, 
Hath  much  obliged  me  to  you.     Oh  my  fate, 
How  fwift  time  runnes  :  Orejles  growne  a  man, 
Whom  I  left  in  the  Cradle  !  Young  EleHra 
Then  (as  I  tak't)  fcarce  borne,  and  now  growne  ripe, 
Euen  ready  for  an  husband  ! 

Sy?i,     In  whofe  abfence 
If  but  one  handfome  fweete-heart  come  in  place, 
Shee'l  not  turne  tayle  for't,  if  fliee  doe  but  take 
After  mine  old  Naunt  HelUft, 

Enter  a  Lord. 

Lord.  The  great  and  folemne  preparation 
Of  the  Court,  ftate  and  glory  mighty  Princes, 
Attend  for  you  within. 

Aga.     All  are  confecrated 
Vnto  your  royall  welcomes,  enter  then, 
Wee'l  feafl  like  earthy  gods,  or  god-like  men. 

Loud  7Jiufuck.     They  poffeffe  the  Stage  in  alljlate, 
CtlhMS Jlayeth  behmd. 

Ceth.     My  brayne    about    againe,   for    thou   haft 
found 
New  proiedl  now  to  worke  on,  and  'tis  here, 
Orejles  hath  receiu'd  Hermione 
From  Clitemnestra* s  hand,  herfoule  is  his. 
And  hee  her  Genius,  two  combind  in  one ; 
Yet  fhee  is  by  the  fathers  Oath  conferd 
On  Pyrhiis,  which  fliall  breede  a  (lormy  flawe 
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Ne're  to  peec't  againe,  but  by  the  deaths 

Of  the  two  hopeful!  youths :  perhaps  the  hazard 

Of  all  thefe  Kings  if  my  reuenge  llrike  home. 

(Of  that  at  leafure)  but  the  bloody  (lage 

On  which  to  a(Sl,  Generall  this  night  is  thine, 

Thou  lyell  downe  mortally  who  mull  rife  diuine. 

Enter  Orefles  to  Cethus.     Muficke  and  healthing 
within, 

Orejl.     Oh  Cethus  what's  this  muficke  vnto  me, 
That  am  compof 'd  of  difcords  ?  what  are  healths 
To  him  that  is  flruck  heart-ficke  ?  all  thofe  ioyes 
Whofe  leaders  feeme  to  pierce  againft  the  roofes 
Of    thefe    high   flru6lures,   to    him    that    is    flru(5l 

downe 
Halfe  way  below  the  Center? 

Ceth.     Were  you  lower, 
Yet  here's  a  hand  can  rayfe  you,  deeper  cafl 
Then  to  the  lowefl  Abifme :  It  lyes  in  me 
To  aduance  you  to  the  height  of  happineffe, 
Where  you  fhall  Hue  eternif 'd  from  the  reach 
Of  any  humane  malice. 

Orejl,     Hadfl  thou  feene 
Her,  in  whofe  breafl  my  heart  was  paradif 'd, 
Kifl,  courted,  and  imbrac'd. 

Ceth.     By  Pyrhiis. 

Orejl.     Him  : 
What  paflionate  and  infidiating  lookes 
Hee  cafl  on  her,  as  if  in  fcorne  of  me  : 
Shall  hee  inioy  my  birth-right,  or  inherite 
Where  I  am  heire  apparant  ?  fhall  he  vfurpe, 
Or  pleade  my  intered,  where  I  am  poffefl.  ? 
Rule  where  I  raigne  ?  where  I  am  dated,  fit  % 
Braue  me  in  my  peculiar  Soueraignty  ? 

Ceth.     Hee  mufl  not,  fliall  not. 

Orejl.     Show  mee  to  depofe 
The  proud  Vfurper  then. 

Ceth.     Prince,  make't  my  charge. 
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In  the  mcanetlme,  from  your  dillradled  front, 

Exile  all  difcontcnt^  let  not  lead  rage 

Raigne  in  your  eye,  or  harflineffe  in  your  tongue, 

Smooth  waters  are  dill  (leep'fl  ;  waite  on  the  King, 

And  be  no  flranger  to  your  mothers  eye, 

Or  forraigne  to  your  Kindred  :  the  feafl  fpent, 

And  night  with  it :  the  morrow  fliali  beget 

Proiedl  of  more  import  (fcarce  thought  on  now.) 

Orejl.     I  build  vpon  thy  Counfell.        Exit  Orefles. 

Ceth.     Which  hath  proou'd, 
Fixt  as  a  rocke,  dill  condant,  and  vnmoou'd. 

E7iter  Egidus. 

Egijl.     What   Cethus  here?    why  no   fuch   matte 
now 
No  caufe  of  feare,  or  lead  fufpicion. 

Ceth.     Your  reafon  % 

Egijl.     Tudi,  prefume  it,  we  are  fafe. 

Ceth.     Obferue  it,  they  are  dill  fecured,  whom 
The  Diuell  driues  to  ruine. 

EgiJl.     Harke,  their  healths 
Carrowfmg  to  the  Generals  Vicflories, 
In  all  their  heate  of  ioy,  and  fire  of  wine, 
No  fparke  of  iealoudy,  all  th'  Argument 
Of  their  difcourfe,  what  they  haue  done  at  Troy, 
Still  health  on  health,  and  the  great  Generall 
So  farre  from  feeming  to  haue  lead  didade, 
That  in  all  affable  tearmes  hee  courts  his  Queene, 
Nay  more,  cuts  off  all  banquet  Ceremonies, 
To  haden  his  bed-pleafures,  as  if  times  didance 
Betwixt  his  boord  and  pallade,  feemed  more  tedious 
Then  all  his  Ten  yeares  fiege. 

Ceth.     Goe,  lod  man, 
Sinke  on  firm  ground,  be  fhipwrackt  in  a  Calme. 
Thefe  healthes  are  to  your  ruines,  his  reuenge  : 
Hath  not  Egiflus  read  of  a  difeafe 
Where  men  dye  laughing  :  others  that  haue  drunke 
Poyfon  in  deed  of  Cordials,  perifh  fo  ? 
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To  dye  tis  nothing,  fince  tis  all  mens  due  : 
But  wretchedly  to  fuffer,  fall  vnpittied, 
Vnpittied  ?  nay  derided,  mockt,  and  curfl: 
To  dye  as  a  bafe  Tray  tor,  and  a  Thiefe, 
The  adulterator  of  his  Soueraignes  bed, 
The  poyfon  of  the  Atrides  family, 
And  fcandall  of  his  iffue,  fo  to  dye  *? 

Egi.     Egijliis  will  preuent,  he  by  this  hand 
Mufl'^fal,  'fore  whom  all  Afta  could  not  fland. 

Ceth.     The  banquet  is  broke  vp,  lleep  cals  to  refl. 
And  mid-nights  houre  for  murther,  flill  fhowes  beft. 

ExiL 

Loud  miificke.  E?iter  Egiflus  with  his  fword  drawne, 
hideth  hii7ifelfe  iti  the  cha?nber  behind  the  Bed-cur- 
taines  :  all  the  Kings  co?ne  next  in,  conduBiiig  the 
Generall  and  his  Queene  to  their  Lodging,  and 
after  fome  cofnplement  leaue  them,  euery  one  with 
torches  vJJiered  to  their  feuer all  chambers,  6^r. 

Aga.     Methinkes  this  night,  we  Clitemnejira  meete, 
At  a  new  bridall ;  all  Attendants  leaue  vs, 
Wee  now  are  onely  for  bedpriuacies. 

Cli.     Great  fir,  I  that  fo  long  haue  bin  your  wid- 
dow, 
Will  be  this  night  your  hand-mayde. 

Aga.     You  told  me,  Queene, 
Orejles  was  a  cunning  horfe-man  growne  : 
It  pleafde  me  much  to  heare  it. 

Cli.     Greece  reports 
No  Centare  can  ride  better. 

Aga.     And  young  EleBra, 
In  all  th'  indowments  that  may  befl  become 
A  Princeffe  of  her  breeding,  mofl  compleate. 

Cli.     It  was  in  your  long  abfence,  all  my  care 
(Being  my  charge)  that  you  at  your  returne 
Might  finde  them  to  your  wiflies. 

A^^a.     Thankes  for  that. 

Cli.     How  cunningly  he  feemes  to  carry  it ! 
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But  we  miin  findc  jirciicntion. 
A^^a.     Who's  without  there? 

CIL     Why  aarted  you  %    . 

Aga.     Not  all  the  Afian  Legions,  no  not  HcHor 
Arm'd  with  his  bals  of  wild-fire,  had  the  power 
To  (hake  me  like  this  tremor  :  Is  our  Pallace 
LelTe  fafe  in  G?rece,  amidfl  our  fubiecfls  here, 
Then  were  our  Tents  in  AJla  1 

Cli.     Where,  if  not  here  in  Clitenmejlraes  armes, 
Can  fafety  dwell  ? 

Aga.     And  faire  Queen e,  it  fhould  be  fo. 

Cli,     But  why  fir  cafl  you  fuch  fufpicious  eyes 
About  your  Chamber  %  are  wee  not  alone  % 
Or  will  you  to  the  priuate  fweetes  of  night, 
Call  tell  tale  witneffe  ? 

Aga.     Now  tis  gone  agayne.     Shall  we  to  refl  % 

Cli.     So  pleafe  you  royall  Sir. 

Aga.     How  hard  this   Doune  feeles,  like  a  monu- 
ment 
Cut  out  of  marble.     Beds  refemble  Graues, 
And  thefe  me-thinkes  appeare  like  winding  fheetes, 
Prepar'd  for  corfes. 

Cli.     Oh  how  ominoufly 
Doe  you  prefage  :  you  much  affright  me  fir 
In  this  our  long-wifht  meeting. 

Aga.     All's  fhooke  off, 
I  now  am  arm'd  for  pleafure  :  you  commended 
Late  one  Egiflus  to  me,  prithee  Queene 
Of  what  condition  is  he  ? 

Egijl.     Tyrant  this. 

Cli.     And  I  am  thus  his  fecond. 

They  both  wound  him^  at  which  there  is  a  greaie 

thunder  crack. 

Aga.     Treafon,  murder,  Treafon  : 
This  fhowes,  we  Princes  are  no  more  then  men. 
Thankes    loue^    tis    fit    when     Monarches    fall     by 

Treafon, 
Thunder  to  all  the  world,  would  fhow  fome  reafon. 

he  dies. 
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Egi.     The  deede  is  done,  lets  flye  to  fome  (Irong 
Cittadell, 
For  our  more  fafety. 

Cli.     Hee  thus  made  diuine  : 
Now  my  Egijius^  I  am  foly  thine.  Exeunt, 

A  noyfe  of  vproare  within.     E?tter  all  the  Kings  with 
other    Seruants   halfe   vnready,  as  newly    started 
from  their  Beds.       Orelles,  Herrnione,  Pillades, 
Eledlra,  6^^. 

Me7ie.     What  flrange  tumultuous  noyfe  is  this  fo 
late, 
To  roufe  vs  from  our  beds  % 

Pyr.     Prodigious  fure, 
Since  'tis  confirmed  by  Thunder. 

Orefl.     In  mine  eares 
Did  neuer  found  feeme  halfe  fo  terrible. 

Hel.     Nor  to  your  eyes,  as  this  fad  obie(5t  is, 
See  great  Atrides  groueling. 

Ceth.     What  damn'd  Villaine 
Was  auther  of  this  proiedl  % 

Onmes.     Horrid  fight. 

Ore.     Reft  you  amazed  all,  as  thunder  ftruke, 
And  without  fence  or  motion  Apoplext, 
And  onely  heare  me  fpeake  :   Orejles^  he 
Who  as  if  marbled  by  Mediifaes  head, 
Hath  not  one  teare  to  fall,  or  figh  to  Ipend, 
Till  I  finde  out  the  murderer,  and  on  him 
Inflidl  remarkable  vengeance  :  for  I  vowe 
Were  it  my  father,  brother,  or  his  Queene, 
Hadft  thou  my  weeping  fifter  hand  in  it. 
If  hee  %  whom  equall,  (if  not  rankt  aboue) 
I  euer  did,  and  fliall  loue  Pylades  ? 
Wert  flie  whofe  wombe  did  beare  me,  where  I  lay 
Full  nine  moneths  bedded  ere  I  faw  the  Sunne, 
Or  the  moft  abie6l  Traytor  vnder  Heauen, 
Their  doomes  were  all  alike,  and  this  I  vowe. 
Now  you  whom  this  filent  and  fpeechleffe  King 
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Hath  oft  commanded,  this  now  fenceleffe  braine 
As  oft  dirccSled,  this  now  flrcngthlcffe^hand 
More  oft  protec^led  in  a  warre,  tliat  (hall 
Be  to  all  times  example  :  Lend  your  fhoulders 
To  beare  him,  who  hath  kept  you  all  in  life. 
This  is  a  blacke  and  mourning  funerall  right, 
Deedes  of  this  nature  mufl  be  throughly  fearcht, 
Nay  be  reueng'd  :  the  gods  haue  fayd  tis  good, 
The  morning  Sunne  fliall  rife  and  blufh  in  blood. 

They  beare  him  off  with  a  fad  and  funerall 

march,  ^c. 

Explicit  Aclus  quartus. 


A^us  Quintus :  Sccena  prima. 


Enter  Pyrhus,  Hermione,  Therfites,  and  Synon. 

Pyr.     Sweete  Lady,  can  you  loue  1 

Her,     Forbeare  my  Lord, 
Can  fuch  a  thing  as  loue  be  once  nam'd  here, 
Where  euery  Marble  that  fupports  this  roofe, 
In  emulation  doth  vye  teares  with  vs  ? 
Nay  where  the  wounds  of  fuch  a  mighty  King 
Haue  yet  fcarfe  bled  their  lafl. 

Pyr.     Tufh  faure  Hermione, 
Thefe  fights  that  feeme  to  Ladies  terrible, 
Are  common  to  vs  fouldiers  ;  when  from  field  return- 
ing 
All  fmear'd  in  blood,  where    Dukes    and    Kings  lie 

flaine, 
Yet  in  our  Tents  at  mid-night  it  frights  not  vs 
From  courting  a  fweete  Miflreffe. 
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Syn.     Hee  fayth  right, 
And  note  of  this  how  I  can  poetife  : 
This  his  great  father  of  his  Loue  defir'd, 
When  from  the  flaughter  of  his  foes  retyr'd 
Hee  doft  his  Cuflies  and  vnarm'd  his  head, 
To  tumble  with  her  on  a  foft  day  bed  : 
It  did  reioyce  Brifeis  to  imbrace 
His  bruifed  armes,  and  kiffe  his  blood-flain'd  face. 
Thefe  hands  which  he  fo  often  did  imbrew 
In  blood  of  warlike  Troia7is  whom  hee  flew, 
Were  then  imploy'd  to  tickle,  touch  and  feele, 
And  fhake  a  Lance  that  had  no  print  of  fleele. 

Ther.     Continue  in  that  veine,  Tie  feed  thy  Mufe 
With  Crafifh,  Praunes  and  Lobflers. 

Her.     You  brought  thefe  of  purpofe  to  abufe  mee. 

Pyr.     Peace  Therfites^ 
And  Synon  you  no  more. 

Syn.     Wee  fee  by  Agmnemnon  all  are  mortal!, 
And  I  but  Ihew  his  niece  Hermione 
The  way  of  all  flelh. 

Ther.     Tis  an  eafie  path, 
(The  Mother  and  the  Aunt  haue  troad  it  both) 
If  fhee  haue  wit  to  follow. 

Enter  Vlyffes,  Menelaus,  Diomed  with  others. 

Mene.     If  it  be  fo,  Egijliis  is  a  tray  tor, 
And  fhee  no  more  our  filler. 

Vlyf.     Tis  not  poffible 
A  Queene  of  her  high  birth  and  parentage 
Should  haue  fuch  bafe  hand  in  her  husbands  death, 
Her  husband  and  her  foueraigne. 

Dio.     Double  treafon. 
Could  it  be  proou'd  againfl.  her. 

Men.     It  appeares 
So  farre  againfl  humanity  and  nature 
We  dare  not  once  fufpedl  it,  but  till  proofe 
Explaine  it  further,  hold  it  in  fufpence. 

Vlyf.     Oh  but  their  fuddaine  flight  and  fortifying. 
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Mene,     Thefe  are  indeed  prefumptions,  but  leaue 
that 
To  a  mod  flridl  inquiry  euen  for  reuerence 
Of  Maiefly  and  Honour  to  all  Queenes, 
For  loue  of  vs  becaufe  nice  was  our  filler, 
Both  for  Orestes  and  Eieflras  fake 
Whofe  births  are  branded  in  fo  foule  a  deede, 
Till  wee  examine  further  circumflances 
Spare  your  feuerer  cenfures. 

Vlif.     Tis  a  bufineffe 
That  lead  concernes  vs,  but  for  Honours  fake 
And  that  hee  was  our  Generall. 

Mene.     What,  princely  Fyrhus   courting  our  faire 
daughter  ? 

Her.     Yes  fir,  but  in  a  time  vnfeafonable 
Euen  as  the  fuite  it  felfe  is. 

Me?ie.     All  delayes 
Shall  be  cut  off  and  fhe  be  fwayd  by  vs. 
Thefe  Royall  Princes  ere  they  leaue  Mycene^ 
Shall  fee  thefe  nuptiall  rights  folemnized, 
Weele  keepe  our  faith  with  Fyrhus. 

Pyr.     Wee  our  vowes 
As  conflant  to  the  bright  Her7?iio?ie. 
Firfl.  fee  the  royall  Generall  here  interred 
And  buried  like  a  fouldier,  'tis  his  due  : 
To  queflion  of  his  death  concernes  not  vs, 
Wee  leaue  it  to  Heauens  iuflice  and  reuenge. 
The  rights  perform'd  with  faire  Hermione^ 
Then  to  our  feuerall  Countries  each  man  pofl, 
Captaines  difperfe  Hill  when  the  General's  loft. 

Exeunt. 

Enter  Cethus,  Oreftes,  and  Pylades,  difguis'd. 

Ore.     Egijlus  %  and  our  Mother  ? 

Ceth.     Am  I  Cethus^ 
Are  you  Orejtes,  and  this  Pyllades^ 
So  fure  they  were  his  murderers  :  this  difguife 
Will  fuite  an  ad  of  death,  full  to  the  life 
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Hee  flands  vpon  a  flri(5l  and  fecure  guard, 
I  haue  plotted  your  admittance,  it  will  take 
Doubt  not,  it  cannot  fayle,  1  haue  caft  it  fo. 

Ore.     As  fent  from  Me7ielaiis  % 

Ceth.     Whofe  name  elfe 
Can  breake  through  fuch  flrong  guards,  where  feare 

and  guilt 
Keepe  hourely  watch  1 

Ore.     It  is  enough,  I  haue't. 
And  thou  the  faithful'fl  of  all  friends  deare  Fillades, 
Doe  but  affift  mee  in  my  vowed  reuenge 
And  inioy  faire  Eleflra. 

Pyl.     Next  your  friendfhip 
It  is  the  prife  I  ay  me  at,  I  am  yours. 

Ceth.     What  flip  you  time  and  opportunity, 
Or  looke  you  after  dreames  ] 

Ore.     I  am  a  wake. 
And  to  fend  them  to  their  eternall  fleepe. 
In  expedition  there  is  flill  fucceffe. 
In  all  delayes  defe6l :  the  traytor  dyes 
Were  hee  in  league  with  all  the  deflinies. 

Exe.  Pilad.  Orejt. 

Ceth.     And  tis  a  fruitfull  yeare  for  villany, 
And  I  a  thriuing  Farmer.     In  this  interim 
I  haue  more  plots  on  foote  :  King  Menelaus 
I  haue  incenc'd  againfl  proud  Dmned^ 
Pyrhus  againfl  Orejies,  hee  'gainfl  him, 
VlyJ/es  without  parralell  for  wit 
Againfl  them  all :  fo  that  the  firfl  combuflion 
Shall  burne  them  vp  to  afhes.     Oh  Palamides, 
So  deare  was  both  thy  loue  and  memory, 
Not  Hcllen  by  her  whored  ome  caus'd  more  blood 
Streaming  from  Princes  brefls,  then  Cethus  fhall 
(Brother)  for  thine  vntimely  funerall.  Exit. 

Enter  Egiflus,  Clitemneflra  with  a  Jlrong  guard. 

Egifl.     Let  none  prefume  to  dare  into  our  prefence 
Or  paffe  our  guard,  but  fuch  well  knowne  to  vs 
^  E  E 
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And  to  our  Queene. 

Guard.     The  charge  hath  pad  vs  round. 

Egijl.     When  finnes  of  fuch  hye  nature  'gainfl  vs 
rife, 
Tis  fit  wee  fhould  be  kept  with  heedfull  eyes. 

Cli.     Prefume  it  my  Egijitis,  we  are  fafe, 
The  Fort  wherein  we  hue  impregnable  : 
Or  fay  we  were  furpris'd  by  flratagem, 
Or  fliould  expofe  our  Hues  vnto  the  cenfure 
Of  Law  and  lufLice,  euen  in  thefe  extreames 
There  were  not  the  leafl  feare  of  difficulty. 

Egijl.     Your  reafon  Madam. 

Cli.     Whom  doth  this  concerne 
But  our  owne  blood  1  fhould  Pyrhus  grow  inrag'd, 
I  haue  at  hand  my  neece  Hermione 
To  calme  his  fury  :  what  doth  this  belong  to 
VlyJJes,  or  /Etolian  Diomed% 
Are  they  not  flrangers  %     If  it  come  in  queflion 
By  Menelaus,  is  hee  not  our  brother  1 
Our  fifler  Hellen  in  his  bofome  fleepes, 
And  can  with  him  doe  all  things,  feare  not  then, 
Wee  are  euery  way  fecure, 

Egijl.     Oh  but  Orejles 
His  ey's  to  mee  like  lightning,  and  his  arme 
Vp  heau'd  thus,  fhewes  like  loiies  thunder-bolt 
Aym'd  againfl  lufl.  and  murder. 

Cd.     Hee's  our  fonne. 
The  filiall  duty  that's  hereditary 
Vnto  a  mother's  name  preuents  thefe  feares  : 
Eleftrds  young,  and  childifh  Pilades 
Swai'd  by  his  friend  :  It  refts,  could  we  but  worke 
Helle7i  and  Me7ielaus  to  our  fa6tion, 
Egiflus  fhould  be  ftated  in  Mycene^ 
Wee  Hue  his  Queene  and  Bride. 

EgiJl.     Feare's  flill  fufpicious. 

Enter  one  of  the  guard. 
Guard.     A  Letter  fir. 
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Egi.     From  whence  % 

Guard.     Tis  fuperfcrib'd  from  the  great  Spartae's 
King, 
And  the  Queene  Hellen. 

Egi.     Who  the  meffenger  % 

Guard.     Two    Gentlemen    who    much    importune 
you 
For  fpeedy  anfwer. 

Egi.     Bidde  them  waite  without, 
Now   fates    proue    but    propitious,    then    my   king- 
dome 
I  (hall  prefume  eflablifh't. 

Cli.     There's  no  feare, 
Orejles  once  remoou'd,  and  that's  my  charge 
Either  by  fword  or  poyfon. 

Egi.     See  faire  Queene, 
Reade  what  your  brother  writes,  by  this  we  are 
Eternis'd  in  our  happineffe,  and  our  Hues 
Rooted  in  fweete  fecurity. 

The  Queene  reades. 

Cli.     Wee  not  fufpe(fl  you  in  our  brothers  death, 
A  deede  too  bafe  for  any  Noble  breft. 
Therefore  in  this  neceffity  of  ftate, 
And  knowing  in  this  forced  vacancy 
So  great  a  kingdome  cannot  want  a  guide  : 
The  foueraignty  we  thought  good  to  conferrc 
On  ClitemneJIra,  or  what  fubflitute 
Shee  in  her  beft  difcretion  fhall  thinke  fit, 
The  vnited  Kings  of  Greece  haue  thus  decreed. 

Your  brother  Menelaus. 

Egijl.     We  are  happied  euer. 

Cli.     A  ioy  ratified. 
And  fubie6l  to  no  change. 

Egid.     Call  in  the  mefiengers, 
Orejles  and  Ele^ra  once  remoou'd, 

E  E  2 
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Wee  haue  no  riuall,  no  competitor, 
Therefore  no  iealoufie  at  all. 

Cli.     None,  none. 
The  gods  hauc  with  thefe  Kings  of  Greece  agreed 
In  his  fupplanting  and  inflating  thee, 
Thee  my  mofl  deare  Egi/lus. 

Orefles  and  Pyllades  difgiiifed  are  conducted  in. 

Egijl.     You  the  men  % 

Ore.     Thofe,  whom  the  Spartan  King  made  fpeciall 
choice  of 
To  trufl  this  great  affaire  with. 

EgiJl.     And  y'are  welcome, 
But  are  you  men  of  a6lion  .  fuch  I  meane. 
As  haue  beene  Souldiers  bred,  whofe  eyes  inur'd 
To  flaughter  and  combuflions  ;  at  the  like 
Would  not  change  face,  or  tremble  % 

Pil.     They  that  to  fee 
Legges,   armes,   and    heads    flrowed    on   Scamander 

Plaine, 
Kings  by  the  common  fouldiers  flew'd  in  goare. 
And  three  parts  hid  with  their  imboweld  Steedes, 
Shadowing  their  mangled  bodies  from  the  Sunne, 
As  if  aboue  the  earth  to  bury  them  : 
They  that  to  fee  an  Afia?i  Potentate 
Kil'd  at  the  holy  Altar,  his  owne  blood 
Mixt   with   his   fonnes    and   daughters,    Towers    de- 

moliflit 
Crufhing  whole  thoufands,  of  each  fexe  and  age 
Beneath  their  ruines  :  and  thefe  horrid  fights 
Lighted  by  fcathe-fires,  they  that  haue  beheld 
Thefe  and  more  dreadfull  obie6ls  ;  can  their  eyes 
Moue  at  a  private  flaughter  ? 

Cli.     Y'are  for  vs. 
Will  you  for  hire,  for  fauor,  or  aduancement, 
(Now  warres  are  done)  to  be  made  great  in  Court, 
And  vndertake  that  one  man  eafily  fpar'd 
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Amongfl  fo  many  millions  (now  furuiuing) 
That  fuch  a  creature,  no  way  neceffary 
But  a  meere  burden  to  the  world  wee  Hue  in, 
Hee  might  no  longer  liue  ? 

Ore,     But  name  the  man, 
And  as  I  loue  Egijlus,  honour  you 
And  al  that  glory  in  fuch  noble  deeds. 
Be  what  hee  will ;  hee's  lofl. 

E^ijl,     Orejles,  then  ? 

Ore.     Is  there  none  then  the  world  fo  well  may 
fpare 
As  young  Orejles  %     Hee  to  doe't  % 

Hee  kils  Eginus,y??y?  difcouering  himfelft. 

E^ijl.     Vaine  world  farewell, 
My  hopes  withall,  no  building  long  hath  flood 
Whofe  fleight  foundation  hath  bin  layd  in  blood. 

Cli.     I'le  dye  vpon  his  bofome. 

Ore.     Secure  the  Fort  my  deare  friend  Pillades, 
And  to  your  vtmofl  pacific  the  guard  : 
Tell  them  we  are  OreJlcs  and  their  Prince, 
And  what  wee  did  was  to  reuenge  the  death 
Of  their  dead  Lord  and  Soueraigne. 

Pil.     Sir  i'le  doe't.  Exit. 

Cli.     Oh   mee,    that   thinking   to    haue   catcht   at 
Heauen, 
Am  plung'd  into  an  hell  of  mifery. 
Egijlus  dead  %  what  comfort  can  I  haue, 
One  foote  Inthron'd,  the  tother  in  the  graue. 

Ore.      Can   you    find  teares    for   fuch   an   abiedl 
Groome, 
That  had  not  for  an  husband  one  to  fhed  1 
Oh  monflrous,  monflrous  woman  !  is  this  carrion, 
Is  this  dead  Dog,  (Dog  faid  1 1)  nay  what's  worfe, 
AVorthy  the  figh  or  mourning  of  a  Queene, 
When  a  King  lies  vnpittied  % 

Cli.     Thou  a  fonne  % 

Ore.     The  name  I  am  afham'd  of :  oh  Agamemnon^ 
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How  facred  is  thy  name  and  memory ! 
VVhofe  adls  fliall  fill  all  forraigne  Chronicles 
With  admiration,  and  mod  hai)py  hec 
That  can  with  greatefl  Art  but  booke  thy  deeds  : 
Yet  whilfl  this  rottennefle,  this  gangreen'd  flefh 
Whofe  carkas  is  as  odious  as  his  name 
Shall  (linking  lie,  able  to  breede  a  Pefl, 
Hee  with  a  Princeffe  teares  to  be  imbalm'd, 
And  a  King  lie  negle<51ed  ? 

Cli.     Ballard. 

Ore.     If  I  be, 
Damn'd  be  the  whore  my  Mother,  I,  I  am  fure 
Nor  my  dead  father  had  no  hand  in  it. 

Cli.      Oh    that    I   could    but    lengthen    out    my 
yeares 
Onely  to  fpend  in  curfes. 

Ore.     Vpon  whom  ? 

Cli.     On  whom  but  thee  for  my  Egijlus  death  ? 

Ore.     And  I  could  wifh  my  ielfe  a  Nejiors  age 
To  curfe  both  him  and  thee  for  my  dead  father. 

Cli.      Doefl    thou    accufe    mee    for    thy    fathers 
death  % 

Ore.     Indeede   'twould    ill    becorne  me    being   a 
fonne. 
But  were  I  fure  it  were  fo,  then  I  durfl ; 
Nay,  more  then  that,  reuenge  it 

Cli.     Vpon  mee  ] 

Ore.     Were  all  the  mothers  of  the  earth  in  one, 
All  Empreffes  and  Queenes  caft  in  one  mould, 
And  I  vnto  that  one  a  onely  fonne. 
My  fword  Ihould  rauifh  that  incefluous  bread 
Of  nature,  and  of  flate. 

Cli.     I  am  as  innocent  of  that  blacke  deede, 
As  was  this  guiltlefle  Gentleman  here  dead. 

Orejl.     Oh  all  you  powers  of  Heauen  I  inuocate. 
And  if  you  will  not  heare  me,  let  Hell  do't  : 
Giue  me  fome  figne  from  eyther  feinds  or  angell, 
I  call  you  both  as  teftates. 
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Enter  the  Ghojl  of  Agamemnon,  poynting  vnto  his 
wounds  :  a)id  then  to  Egifl-us  and  the  Quee?ie,  who 
were  his  murderers^  which  done^  hee  vanijheth. 

Godlike  fliape, 

Haue  you  (my  father)  left  the  Elizium  fieldes, 
Where  all  the  ancient  Heroes  Hue  in  bliffe, 
To  bring  your  felfe  that  facred  teflimony, 
To  crowne  my  approbation  :  Lady  fee. 

CH.     See  what  %   thy  former  murder   makes   thee 
mad. 

Orejl.      Refl   Ghofl    in   peace,   I   now   am    fatis- 
fied, 
And  neede  no  further  witneffe  :  faw  you  nothing  % 

CH.     What  fhould  I  fee  faue  this  fad  fpedlacle, 
Which  blood-fhootes  both  mine  eyes. 

OreJl.     And  nothing  elfe  } 

CH.     Nothing. 

Orefl.     Mine  eyes   are   clearer  fighted   then,   and 
fee 
Into  thy  bofome.     Murdreffe. 

CH.     How  ? 

Orejl,     Incefluous  flrumpet,  whofe  adulteries. 
When  Treafon   could    not    hide,   thou   thoughtfl   to 

couer, 
With  mofl  inhumane  murder. 

CH.     Meaning  vs  % 

Orejl,      Then,   nionfler,   thou    didd   firfl    inflrucfl 
mine  hand. 
How  to  write  blood,  when  being  a  Wife  and  Queene, 
Thou  kildfl  a  King  and  husband,  and  hafl  taught 
Mee  being  a  fonne,  how  to  deflroy  a  mother. 

He  wounds  her. 

CH.     Oh  mofl  vnnaturall. 

Orejl.     That  I  learnt  of  thee. 

CH.     Vnheard  of  cruelty,  but  heauens  are  iufl, 
And  all  remarkeable  fmnes  punifh  with  marke, 
One  mifchiefe  flill  another  doth  beget, 
Adultery  murder  :  I  am  lofl,  vndone.  Shee  dyes. 
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Orejl,     Being  no  wife,  Orejlcs  is  no  fonne. 

Enter  Cethus  and  Pillades  with  the  guard. 

Pit.     The  guard  all  fland  for  you,  acknowledging 
Ore/tes  Prince  and  King. 

Orejt.     I  now  am  neither. 

Ceth.     What   obie6l's    this  ?    Queene    Clitemnejlra 
flaine  ? 

Pit.     I  hope  no  fonnes  hand  in't. 

OreJl.     Orejtes  did  it. 
The  other  title's  loft. 

CetJi.     All  nriy  plots  take 
Beyond  my  apprehenfion. 

Pit.     This  is  an  age 
Of  nothing  but  portents  and  prodigies. 

OreJt.     The  fathers   hand   as    deepe  was    in    her 
death 
As  was  the  fonnes,  hee  pointed,  and  I  flrooke  : 
Was  hee  not  then  as  vnkind  to  a  Wife, 
As  I  was  to  a  Mother? 

Pit.     Oh  my  friend, 
What  haue  you  done  % 

Orejl.     There  is  a  Ptafma,  or  deepe  pit 
lufl  in  the  Center  fixt  for  Parricides,  . 
I'l  keepe  my  Court  there,  and  Eri?inisy  Qiee 
In  flead  of  Hebe,  fhall  attend  my  Cup, 
Charon  the  Ferri-man  of  Hell  fhall  bee 
My  Ganimed. 

Pit.     The  Prince  is  fure  diftracfled. 

Ceth.     New  proie6l  flill  for  me. 

OreJt.     I'le  haue  a  guard    of  Furies   which   (hall 
light  mee 
Vnto  my  nuptiall  bed  with  funerall  Teades, 
The  fatall  fillers  fliall  my  hand-maides  bee. 
And  waite  vpon  the  faire  Hermione., 

Ceth.     Hermione  %  fhee  is  betroth'd  to  Pyrhus, 
And  (mourning  for  your  abfence)  all  the  way 
Vnto  tlie  Temple  fhee  will  flrowe  with  teares. 
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Orejl.     Ha  %  Pyrhiis  rape  my  deare  Hermionc  % 
Hee  that  fhall  dare  to  interpofe  my  purpofe, 
Or  croffe  mee  in  mine  Hymineall  rights, 
I'le  make  him  he  as  flat  on  the  cold  earth 
As  doth  this  hound  Egistus. 

Ceth.     And  I  would  fo. 

Oreft.     Would  ?    nay    I    will,  his    father    woare  a 
fmocke, 
And  in  that  fhape  rap't  Deiadamia. 
Hee  fliall  not  vfe  my  Loue  fo,  oh  my  Mother ; 
Friend  take  that  obje6l  hence. 

Ceth.     But  you  Hermione. 

Or  eft.     My  hand's  yet  deepe  in  blood,  but  to  the 
wrift, 
It  fhall  be  to  the  elbowe  :  gods,  nor  men. 
Angels,  nor  Furies  fhall  my  rage  withfland, 
Not  the  graue  Honour  of  th'  affembled  Kings, 
Not  Reuerence  of  the  Altar,  nor  the  Prieft  : 
No  fuperftition  fhall  my  fury  flay. 
Till  Pyrhus  from  the  earth  be  fwept  away.  Exit. 

Ceth.     Pillades  attend  your  friend. 

Pil.     Hee's  all  my  charge, 
My  life  and  his  are  twinnes. 

Ceth.     Their  mines  are  countermin'd,  Cethus^  thy 
fall 
Is  either  plotted,  or  to  blowe  vp  all.  Exit. 

Enter  Synon  and  Therfites.  -. 

Syn.     My  head  akes  brother. 
Ther.     What  a  batchiler. 
And  troubled  with  the  Sparta?!  Kings  difeafe  ? 

Syn.     No,    there's    a    wedding    breeding    in   my 
braine, 
Pyrhiis  the  Bride-groome  :  thou  fl.range  creature  wo- 
man. 
To  what  may  I  compare  thee  ? 

Ther.     Canft  thou  deuife  ought  bad  inough  ? 
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Syn.     Tis    fayd    tlicy  lookc    like  Angels,    and  of 
light  ; 
But  for  the  mod  part,  fuch  light  Angels  prooue, 
Ten  hundred  thoufand  of  their  lioneRies 
Will  fcarce  weigh  eleauen  Dragmaes. 

Thcr.     Clitemnejlra^ 
And  Hclleii  for  example. 

Sy7i.     Young  Hcrmione 
Hath  face  from  both. 

Ther,     The  fharpe  flirewes  nofe,  they  ha'te  here- 
ditary. 

Syn.     Therfites^  I  commend  that  fellowes  wit 
Proffred  a  wife  young,  beautifull  and  rich, 
Onely  one  fault  flie  had,  fhe  wanted  braine  : 
Who  anfwered  in  a  creature  of  that  fexe, 
I  nere  defire  more  wifedome,  then  to  know 
Her  husbands  bed  from  anothers. 

Ther.     I  commend  him. 
But  tis  not  in  th'  Atrides  family, 
To  finde  out  fuch  a  woman. 

Ati  Altar  fet  foorth.  E?iter  Pyrhus  leading  Her- 
mione  as  a  bride,  Menelaus,  Vliffes,  Diomed.  A 
great  trayne,  Pyrhus  ajid  Hermione  kfieele  at  the 
altar. 

Syn.     See    now    the    facred    nuptiall   rights  pro- 
ceede. 
The  Priefls  prepare  the  Alter. 

Fyr.     Hyme7i  to  whom  my  vowes  I  confecrate 
As  all  my  loue.     To  thee  Hermione, 
Whom  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  Argiue  Kings, 
I  heare  contra6l,  be  thou  aufpitious  to  vs  : 
This  flamming  fubflitute  to  Saturnes  fonne, 
Within  whofe  facred  Temple  wee  are  rooft, 
And  before  all  thefe  high  Celeftiall  gods 
And  goddeffes,  in  whofe  eyes  now  we  kneele  : 
Efpecially  you  Iimo  Queene  of  marriage, 
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\nd  faire  Lticina^  who  haue  child-births  charge, 
Four  fauours  I  inuoake  :  Let  your  chaR  fires 
Drye  vp  this  Virgins  teares  :  make  her  fo  fruitefull 
That  in  her  iffue  great  Achilles  name 
And  fame  withall,  may  Hue  eternally. 
Proceede  Pried  to  your  other  Ceremonies. 

Enter  Orefles,  Cethes,  a7id  Pilades,  ivith  the  guard, 
all  their  weapons  drawne,  Orefles  rtmnes  at 
Pyrhus. 

Orejl.     Priam  before  the  holy  Alter  fell, 
Before  the  Alter  bid  thy  life  farwell : 
Refcue  Hermione. 

Pyr.     Achilles  fome 
Cannot  reuengeleffe  dye,  then  witneffe  all, 
Blood  mufl  flow  high  where  fuch  great  Princes  fal. 

PiL     Orejies  is  in  danger. 

Mene.     Saue  Prince  Pyrhus. 

Cethus  whifpers  with  Diomed. 

Ceth.     This  plot  was  layd 
Both  for  your  life  and  Kingdome. 

Dio.     Menelaus  :  fhall  neuer  beare  it  fo. 

Vlyf.     Fy  TherJiteSj 
Thy  Iword  againft  me, 

Ther.     Curfe  vpon  all  whoores. 

A  confufed  fcuffle,  in  which  Orefles  kils  Pyrhus  :  Pyr- 
hus, Orelles  :  Cethus  wounds  Pillades,  Diomed, 
Menelaus,  Vliffes,  Therfites,  &c.     All  fall  dead 
faue  Vliffes,  who  beareth  thence  Hermione  :  Which 
done,  Cethus  rifeth  vp  from  the  dead  bodies  and 
fpeakes. 

\    Ceth.     What  all  afleepe  %  and   are  thefe  gofliping 

tongues. 
That  boafled  nought  faue  Warre  and  Vicflory, 
Now  mute  and  filent  %     Oh  thou  vgly  rogue, 
Where's  now  thy  rayling  1  and  thou  parracide, 
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Thy    madneffe     is     now    tam'd,    thou     nced'R    no 

chaines 
To  bring  thee  to  thy  wits,  darkneffe  hath  don't. 
This  Dio77icd'\  vvlio  dar'd  to  encounter  Mars^ 
And  fayd  to  wound  faire  Venus  in  tlie  hand  : 
Wliere's  your  valour  now  %  yEi^iale, 
Vnleffe  (as  fome  fay)  flie  be  better  flor'd, 
Is  like  to  lye  without  a  bed-fellow  : 
Rife  Pilladcs,  and  helj^e  to  wake  thy  friend, 
What  doth  your  friendfhip  fleepe  now  ?  Menelaus 
Hellenes  with  a  new  fwecte-heart  ith'  next  roome. 
Wilt  thou  flill  be  a  Cuckold  %  winke  at  errors 
As  pandors  do  and  wittoles?  Cethus  now 
Be  crown'd  in  Hyftory  for  a  reuenge, 
Which  in  the  former  World  wants  prefident : 
Methinks,  as  when  the  Giants  warr'd  'gainfl  heauen, 
And  dar'd  for  primacy  with  lone  himfelfe  : 
Hee  darting  'gainfl  their  mountaines  thunder-bolts, 
Which  fhattred  them  to  peeces  :  the  warre  done, 
I  like  the  great  Olimpicke  hipiter, 
Walke  ore  my  ruines,  tread  vpon  my  fpoyles 
With  maiefly,  I  pace  vpon  this  floore 
Pau'd  with  the  trunkes  of  Kings  and  Potentates, 
For  what  leffe  could  haue  fated  my  reuenge  % 
This    arch-rogue    falne    amongfl    them?    he    whofe 

eies 
Had  the  prepoflerous  vertue  to  fire  Troy^ 
Now  is  thy  blacke  foule  for  thy  periuries 
Swimming  in  red  damnation. 

Synon  who  had  before  cowiterfeited  death,  rifeth  vp,  and 
a7ifwereth. 

Syn.     Sir,  not  yet, 
All  pollicies  Hue  not  in  Cethus  brayne, 
Sy7i07i  hath  fhare,  and  know  if   thou  hafl  craft, 
I  haue  referu'd  fome  cunning  :  fee  my  body 
Free  and  vntoucht  from  wounds. 

Ceth.     Speake,  fhall  we  then 


The  Iron  Age,  429 

Diuide  thefe  dead  betwixt  vs,  and  both  Hue  % 

Syn.     II   two    Sunnes    cannot   fliine   within    one 
Ipheare, 
Then  why  fhould  two  arch-vi Haines  %  thou  haft  dif- 

couered 
Proie6ls  almoft  beyond  me,  and  for  which 
I  haue  ingroft  a  mortaH  enuy  here, 
I  wiH  be  fole,  or  none. 

Ceth.     Ceafe  then  to  be, 
That  I  may  Hue  without  Competitor. 
Caufe  Synojis  name  be  rac'd  out  of  the  World, 
And  onely  mine  remembred. 

Sy7i.     Thine's  but  frailty, 
My  fame  fhall  be  immortall :  made  more  glorious 
In  treading  vpon  thee,  as  thou  on  thefe ; 
Stoope  thou  my  Vnderling. 

Ceth.     I  ftill  fhall  ftand 
Rooted. 

They  fight  and  kill  one  another. 

Sy?i.     And  yet  cut  downe  by  Synons  hand. 

Ceth.     I  am  now  duft  like  thefe. 

Syn.     One  fmgle  fight 
Ends  him,  who  millions  ruin'd  in  one  night. 

Enter  Hellena,  Ele6lra,  and  Hermione. 

Her.     Can  you  behold  this  flaughter  ? 

Hel.     Yes,  and  dye 
At  fight  of  it :  for  why  fhould  Hellen  Hue  % 
Hellen  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  Princes  deaths  ; 
Ceafe  to  lament,  reach  me  my  Glaffe  Hentiione^ 
Sweet  Orphant  do  \  thy  fathers  dead  already. 
Nor  will  the  fates  lend  thee  a  mother  long. 

Enter  Hermione  with  a  looking  glafie,  then  exit. 

Thankes,  and  fo  leaue  me.     Was  this  wrinkled  fore- 
head 
When  'twas  at  beft,  worth  halfe  fo  many  Hues  % 
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Where  is  that  beauty  ?  Hues  it  in  this  face 

Which  hath  fet  two  parts  of  the  World  at  warre, 

Beene  ruine  of  the  Afian  Monarchy, 

And  almofl  this  of  Europel  this  the  beauty, 

That  launch'd  a  thoufand  (hips  from  Aulis  gulfe  ? 

In  fuch  a  poore  repurchafe,  now  decayde  ? 

See  fayre  ones,  what  a  little  Time  can  doe ; 

Who  that  confiders  when  a  feede  is  fowne, 

How  long  it  is  ere  it  appeare  from  th'  earth, 

Then  ere  it  flalke,  and  after  ere  it  blade. 

Next  ere  it  fpread  in  leaues,  then  bud,  then  flower : 

What  care  in  watring,  and  in  weeding  tooke, 

Yet  crop  it  to  our  vie  :  the  beauties  done, 

And     fmel :    they    fcarfe    lafl    betwixt    Sunne    and 

Sunne. 
Then  why  fhould  thefe  my  blaflings  flill  furuiue, 
Such  royall  ruines  :  or  I  longer  Hue, 
Then  to  be  termed  Hellen  the  beautiful!. 
I  am  growne  old,  and  Death  is  ages  due, 
When  Courtiers  footh,  our  glaffes  will  tell  true. 
My  beauty  made  me  pittied,  and  flill  lou'd, 
But  that  decay'd,  the  worlds  affured  hate 
Is  all  my  dowre,  then  Hellen  yeeld  to  fate, 
Here's  that,  my  foule  and  body  muft  diuide, 
The  guerdon  of  Adultery,  Lufl,  and  Pride. 

She  Jlrangles  herfelfe. 

Enter  Vly/fes. 

Vlyf.     In    thee    they   are   punifht :    of    all    thefe 
Princes, 
And  infinite  numbers  that  oppofed  Troy^ 
And  came  in  Hellens  quarrell  (faue  my  felfe) 
Not  one  furuiues,  (thankes  to  the  immortall  powers) 
And  I  am  purpofde  now  to  acquire  by  Sea, 
My  Kingdome  and  my  deare  Penelope, 
And  fmce  I  am  the  man  foly  referu'd, 
Accept  me  for  the  Authors  Epilogue. 
If  hee  haue  beene  too  bloody  ?  tis  the  Story, 
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Truth  claimes  excufe,  and  feekes  no  further  glory, 
Or  if  you  thinke  he  hath  done  your  patience  wrong 
(In  teadious  Sceanes)  by  keeping  you  fo  long, 
Much  matter  in  few  words,  hee  bad  me  fay 
Are  hard  to  expreffe,  that  lengthned  out  his  Play. 


Explicit  AHiis  qiiintus. 


Here  ends  the  whole  Hi/io7y  of  the 
deJiru6lion  of  Troy. 


F  I  N  J  S. 


NOTES   AND  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


The  Golden  and  Silver  Ages  were  printed  for  the  Shakefpeare 
Society  in  1851,  with  an  Introdudlion  and  Notes  by  Mr.  Payne 
Collier.  A  promife  was  held  out  that  the  Brazen  and  Iron 
Ages  fhould  follow  ;  but  this  has  never  been  fulfilled.  The  de- 
fign  which  the  Author  entertained,  but  was  never  able  to  carry 
out,  of  colledling  the  five  plays  into  one  volume,  is  therefore  now 
accompliflied  for  the  firfl  time. 

Page  i. 

The  Golden  Age  ;  or  the  Hues  ofyupiter  and  Saturne, 
with  the  deifying  of  the  Heathen  Gods. 

Some  copies  of  the  original  quarto  have  *'  defining  j"  and  this 
ridiculous  blunder  has  been  perpetuated  by  Mr.  Collier,  who 
feems  only  to  have  confulted  a  fingle  copy.  It  is  a  fadl  well- 
known  to  fludents  of  the  Elizabethan  drama  that  different  copies 
of  the  fame  edition  of  a  play  often  contain  important  variations 
in  the  text.  The  prefent  reprint  has  been  made  from  one  copy, 
and  corrected  by  two  others. 

The  abfurdity  of  the  error  in  queftion,  and  the  obvioufnefs  of 
the  correal  reading  fufificiently  appear  in  the  two  opening  lines  of 
Homer's  firfl  fpeech,  with  which  the  play  begins  : 

**  The  Gods  of  Greece,  whofe  deities  I  rais'd 
Out  of  the  earth,  gaue  them  diuinity,"  &c. 
3  F  F 
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Page  12. 

to  make  your  Craers  and  Barkes 
To  pajfe  hugejlreames  infafety 

A  Cray,  craycr,  or  crare,  is  a  fmall  fliip  or  craft  of  burden.  The 
word  occurs  in  Cynibdhw,  on  which  fee  Mr.  Collier's  note  in  his 
Shakefpearc,  vol.  viii.  220. 

Page  14. 

Or  elfe  all  generative  power  and  appetite 
Depriue  me: 

i.e..,  take  away  frojti  me.  **  Depriue"  is  ufed  in  this  fenfe  by 
many  other  authors  of  the  time.  In  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's 
Maid  in  the  Mill  (act  iv.  fc.  3J  is  a  line  of  a  fimilar  conflrudlion 
to  that  in  our  text — 

*'  But  hung  at  the  ear,  deprives  our  own  fight." 

In  the  firfl  a6l  of  Hamlet,  and  by  Heywood  himfelf  in  the 
fifth  adl  of  this  play,  the  word  is  ufed  in  its  ordinary  modern 
acceptation. 

Page  16. 

Enter  Sibilla  lying  in  child-bed. 

Saturn  and  all  his  followers  go  out,  and  then  the  fcene,  in  the 
fimplicity  of  our  early  flage,  is  fuppofed  to  reprefent  Sibylla's 
chamber,  a  bed,  no  doubt,  with  the  mother  in  it,  having  been 
thrufl  upon  the  flage  for  the  purpofe.  So  in  A  Woman  kilde 
with  Kindnejjfe  (vol.  11.  p.  154)  we  have  "Enter  Mrs.  Frank- 
ford,  in  her  bed."  Near  the  end]of  A(ft  IV.  of  the  play  before  us 
occurs  a  curious  and  appofite  flage-diredlion,  where  the  four  Bel- 
dams draw  Danae,  in  her  bed,  upon  the  flage,  and  afterwards 
leave  her,  as  if  fhe  were  in  her  chamber.  The  bed  is  afterwards 
withdrawn,  with  Jupiter  and  Danae  in  it. 

Page  19. 

Wee^l  fend  the  King^  and  with  fuch  forged  grief e^ 
And  connterfet  forrow^zadow  it. 

Mr.  Collier  points  out  that  the  metre  of  the  fecond  line  is  evi- 
ently  defedlive,   and  fuggefts  **  counterfeited  "  as  probably  the 
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corre(5l  reading  ;  though  he  has  not  ventured  to  introduce  this 
emendation  into  the  text. 

Page  20. 

Lend  me  your  hands  to  guide  me  on  your  way. 

Mr,  Collier  reads  "the  way"  and  fuggefls  **my  way"  as  an 
alternative  reading.  We  are  by  no  means  fure  that  he  is  right 
in  either. 

Page  23. 

we  by  the  helpe 
Of  thefe  his  people^  haue  confin'd  him  hence. 

i.e.y  driven  him  from  thefe  confines. 

Page  29. 
Enter  Jupiter  like  a  Nimph,  or  a  Virago. 

A  virago,  in  the  time  of  Hey^vood  and  earlier,  was  a  term 
ufed  to  denote  a  mafculine-looking  woman  :  it  now  generally 
means  a  woman  who  brings  her  mafculine  qualities  into  a(5lion. 
[See  the  following  Note.] 

Page  30. 

And  for  myfiattcre,  I  a??t  not  yet  of  that  Giant  fize^  but  1  may 
pajjfefor  a  bona  Roba,  a  Rounceual,  a  Virago,  or  a  good  manly 
Laffe. 

A  bona  roba  was  a  very  common  term  for  a  woman  of  the  town. 
(See  notes  to  Chapman,  vol.  I.  p.  344.)  A  rounceval  mufl  have 
meant  a  fort  of  female  warrior ;  perhaps  from  Roncefvalles, 
where  Orlando  was  defeated  and  killed.  Coles  makes  rounceval 
equivalent  to  virago. 

Page  31. 

You  neuerfltall  with  hated  man  attone, 
i.e.,   ^gree,  or  be  at  one  with  him. 

F    F    2 


43^ 

Page  37. 

Whiljl  I  the  foes  of  Tytaii  pafli  and  kill. 

The  verb  to  pafli  means  to  (Irike  clown  and  break  to  pieces, 
and  in  this  fenfe  it  occurs  in  many  authors  of  Heywood's  time. 
Thus  Marlowe  in  his  Tainburlaiic  has  thefc  lines  : — 

•*  Zabina,  mother  of  three  braver  Ijoys 
Than  Hercules,  that  in  his  infancy 
Yix^pajh  the  jaws  of  ferpents  venomous." 

It  occurs  again  in  The  Silver  Age^  in  feveral  places. 

Page  41. 

This  Gigomantichia  be  eternised 

Qy,  Gigantomachia  ?  unlefs  we  are  to  fuppofe  that  Enceladus 
■n  fpite  of  his  fuperhuman  ftrength,  was  no  **  fchollard,"  and 
mifpronounced  the  word  ! 

Page  43. 

On  thee  the  bafcs  of  my  hopes  I  ere<5l. 

Mr.  Collier  fuggefls  **refl"  as  the  word  probably  written  by 
the  poet ;  and  as  fuiting  the  meafure  better,  and  the  fenfe  at 
lead  as  well. 


lb. 

Hyperion  and  ^Egeon  with  the  re/l. 

Here  [we  fee  Hey  wood,  though  well  read,  accenting  Hype- 
rion  as  repeatedly  by  Shakefpeare,  and  by  better  fcholars  than 
either. 

Page  46. 

/  haue  done  my  mejjfage  fo  cleanly^  that  they  cannot  Jay,  the 
meffenger  is  be-reau'd  of  ajiy  thing,  Sic. 

Mr.  Collier  fuggefls  that  perhaps  we  ought  to  read  berayed,  in 
the  old  fenfe  of  the  word,  inflead  of  "  bereaved." 
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Page  48. 
d'on  your  armes 

So  etymologically  printed  in  the  old  copy  ;  but  generally  do  on 
is  reduced  to  one  word,  don^  without  any  apoftrophe.  In  the  fame 
way,  doff  is  d'off,  or  do  off. 

Page  52. 

let  all  raryeties 
Showre  downefrom  heauen  a  lardgeSj  that  thefe  bridals 
May  exceede  mortall  pompe. 

Mr.  Payne  Collier  reads  "let  all  the  deities ^^^  &c.,  and  he  calls 
the  reading  of  the  old  copy  nonfenfe.  I  am  not  at  all  fure  that 
he  is  right  in  this  emendation,  for  fee  page  56,  where  Jupiter 
fays  : — 

**  all  our  Court  rarities 
Lye  open  to  your  royal'fl  entertainment. 

■       lb. 

corfiue 
Worfe  then  the  throwes  of  child-birth, 

i.e.  corrofive,  as  in  The  Thracian  Wonder  (adl  I,  fc.  2)  : — 
*'  Think  what  a  corfive  it  would  prove  to  me." 

Page  59. 

Thy  durance  here 
/?  without  liinit  endlejfe. 

The^old  copies  read  **  with  ;"  but  the  emendation  is  fo  obvi- 
oufly,  required  both  by  fenfe  and  metre  that  I  have  ventured  to 
introduce  it  into  the  text. 

Page  60. 

As  I  can  beare  a  packe,  fo  I  can  beare  a  braine. 

"  To  bear  a  brain"  was  a  proverbial  expreffion.  It  appears  by 
Henflowe's  Diary,  p.  155,  that  Dekker  wrote  a  play  in  1599, 
with  the  title  of  *'  Bear  a  Brain." 
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Page  62, 

looking  vpon  ihx  Qe  /eucrall  iewels. 
Mr.  Collier  reads  "their."  ''Three,"  he  fays,  "muftl)C  a  mif- 
print,  as  Jupiter  has,  at  all  events,  given  \.\\Qm/our  fevcral  jewels 
— one  to  each." 

Page  71. 

Famvell good  Minevers. 
Poffibly  the  Beldams  wore  minever^  a  fpecies  of  fur,  on  their 
drefies ;  or  perhaps  the  Clown  calls  them  after  the  name  of  a 
well-known  character. — Collier. 

Page  72. 

Faire  Laeda  daughter  to  King  T)mdarus. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Tyndarus,    and  daughter  of  Thefpius. 
Heywood  is  elfewhere  not  always  quite  corre(ft  in  his  mytho- 
logy. 

Page  75. 

Our  eyes  halfe  buried  in  our  quechy  plots. 
Quechy,  or  queachy,  which  may  have  fome  relation  to  <jueafy^ 
is  an  old  word  for  wet,  marfliy,  fwampy. 

lb. 

And  Saturne JJmll  to  after  ages  be 
That  /larre,  thatfltall  infufe  dull  melancholy. 
As  he  had  previoufly  propheried,_/^/r^  p.  16  : — 
"  Saturns  diflurbance  to  the  world  fhall  be 
That  planet  that  infufeth  melancholy." 

Page  87. 

If  I  can  proue  by  witneffe  that  rude  pradlife 
Mr.  Collier  (very  unneceffarily,  we  think)  alters  '*  I  "  io  you. 

Page  89. 

Or  is  he  of  that  flamfhfuf^erance. 
Other  copies  read  ^''fluggifJi  fufferance." 
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Page  89. 

to  fee  thee  die 
My  fettled  lone  rvill  not  endure :  but  ivorje 
Then  death  can  bee^  zve  doome  thy  mfoknce  ; 

Here  Mr.  Collier's  note  only  ferves  to  darken  and  conlufe  what 
is  perfedlly  intelligible.  "The  meaning,"  he  fays,  "is  not  very 
clear ;  but  taking  '  doom '  as  it  Hands  in  the  old  copy,  to  be  the 
true  reading,'  [who  that  reads  the  context  and  the  previous 
fpeech  can  doubt  it  ?]'  it  feems  to  be,  *  We  doom  thy  infolence 
to  what  can  be  worfe  than  death.  Poffibly,"  he  adds,  **we 
ought  to  fubflitute  deem  for  '  doom  !'  " 

Page  92. 

^ath  cafl  him  both  of  ftile  and  kingdome  too. 

For  "  ftile  "  Mr.  Collier  has  fubftituted  "  ftate  ;"  but  is  filent  re- 
fpedling  the  reafon  or  authority  for  the  alteration.  Refpe(5ling 
the  word  "  caft  "  he  fays  :  "So  the  old  copy,  which  there  feems 
no  fufficient  reafon  to  alter  ;  but  the  true  reading,  neverthelefs 
may  be  eafed  [eaft]. " 

Page  93. 
To  expofe  their  fury  ^  and  their  pride  reflraine. 
Mr.  Collier  reads  "  oppofe^ 

Page  98. 

By  vertue  of  thy  raies. 
Mr.  Collier  reads  ^^  her  rays." 

Page  99. 

By  fofua  Duke  vnto  the  Hebrew  Nation. 
( Who  are  indeede  the  Antipodes  to  vs) 

A  fmgular  anachronifm  and  mifreprefentation  of  geographical 
pofition,  apparently  for  the  fake  of  conne6ling  facred  and  pro- 
fane hiftory  in  the  minds  of  the  auditory. 
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Pagk  ioi. 
Mtijl  pue  to  King  Creon. 

In  this  hemiflich  the  prepofition  is  furplufagc ;  but,  being 
infertcd  in  the  old  copy,  we  do  not  omit  it :  Hey  wood  probably 
wrote,  "Mufl  give  King  Creon,"  the  line  being  completed  by 
the  firfl  words  of  Alcmena's  fpeech,  '*  All  my  orifons." 

Page  iio. 

Glad  to  vnfold. 
Mr.  Collier  reads  "  enfold.^'' 

Page  121. 

But  let  hifn/eat  him  on  the  loftiejl  fpire 
Heauen  hath :  or  place  me  in  the  lowed  of  hell. 
Mr.  Collier  omits  "of,"  which,  he  fays,  **  is  clearly  too  much, 
both  for  the  fenfe  and  metre,  and  muft  have  been  accidentally 
inferted."     This  is  not  to  us  by  any  means  fo  "clear"  as  it 
feems  to  be  to  Mr.  Collier. 

Page   122. 
The  Thunderer  thunders. 
The  old  copy  reads,    "  The  Thunderer,  Thunderers."     We 
have  adopted  Mr.  Collier's  emendation. 

Page  123. 

Of  yon  adulterejfe  and  her  mechall  brats. 

"Mechal"  is  wicked  :  it  occurs  again  in  our  author's  Chal- 
lenge for  Beauty  (Vol.  v.  p.  75)  : — 

'*  her  owne  tongue 
Hath  publifh't  her  a  mechall  proflitute." 

Page  125. 
Yong  Ipedletes,  whom  Amphitrio  owes. 
So  fpelt  in  the  old  copy,  where  a  name  of  four  fyllables  is 
required  for  the  meafure ;  but  the  real  name  feems  to  have  been 
Iphiclus,  or  Iphicles. 
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Page  141. 

take  your  place 
Next  you  Alcides. 
"  So  the  old  copy ;  and  as  it  may  poffibly  be  right,  we  make 
no   change,  though  it  feems   more   proper  to  read    '  Next  to 
Alcides."     So  Mr.  Collier;  but  has  he  not  created  a  dijfficulty 
where  none  exifls. 

Page  143. 

This  Centatire-match,  itjhall  in  ages. 
And  times  to  come,  rcnowne  great  Hercules. 
Of  the  firfl  line  the  fenfe  is  complete,  though  not  the  metre. 
It  would  be  eafy  to  rectify  the  latter  by  reading  "after  ages,"  as 
in  the  paffage  at  page  75  of  this  volume,  noted  antect  p.  438  ; 
but  we  prefer  a  flri6l  adherence  to  the  ancient  text,  though 
poffibly  defective,  to  mere  conjedlural  emendations. 

Page  157. 
Thefe phangs  JJiall  gnaiv  vpon  your  cruded  bones. 
The  precife  meaning  Heywood  attached  to  the  word  "  cruded'" 
feems  doubtful.  Baret,  in  his  "Alvearie"  (1580)  tells  us,  that 
to  **crud"  is  to  coagulate;  but  that  fenfe  will  hardly  fuit  the 
paffage,  and  it  is  only  another  form  of  curd.  "  Cruded  bones  " 
may  be,  Mr,  Collier  thinks,  a  mifprint  for  cruJJied  bones. 

Page  158. 

till  our  club 
Stickle  a7nongJl you. 
To  *'ftickle"  generally  means  to  feparate  combatants,  and 
Jlicklers  were   fometimes   taken   for  arbitrators,  or  judges.     In 
Troilus  and  CreJJlda  (a<ft  v.  fc.  9)  Achilles  fays  : — 

**  The  dragon  wing  of  night  o'erfpreads  the  earth, 
And,  ftickler-like,  the  armies  feparate." 
In  the  inflance  before  us,  Hercules  was  about  to  ufe  his  club  as  a 
ftickler  between  Thefeus  and  Cerberus,  to  part  them. 

Page  159. 

Danae/j^areyour  tubs. 

Mr.  Collier  reads  "Danaids,"  "  All  the  daughters  ofDanais, 
^  G  G 
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excepting  Ilyi^rmncflra,  were  condemned  to  the  puniflimcnt  in 
hell  of  fdlint;  vcffcls,  out  of  ^v]lich  the  water  ran  as  fafl  as  it  was 
jioured  in." 

Pace  159. 
Afy  vajfaile  Furies  toith  Ihcir  ivicry  firings. 

Mr.  Collier  thinks  that  "flings  "  might  fuit  the  fenfc  better  ; 
Init  he  has  not  altered  the  text. 

lb. 
IPc  ding  ihce  to  the  Icnuefl  Barathrum. 

To  ding  do7V}i  was  formerly  not  an  uncommon  phrafe ;  it  is 
from  the  Anglo-Saxon,  in  which  language  "10  ding"  means  to 
beat  or  flrike  down. 

Page  166. 

certaine  Tranflations  of  Quid  .  .  .  .  ,  they  were  things 
Avhich  out  of  my  iuniority  and  want  of  iudgment,  I  committed 
to  the  view  of  fome  priuate  friends,  but  with  no  purpofe  of  pub- 
lifliing,  or  further  communicating  them. 

Some  paffages  from  thefe  tranflations  were  afterwards  inferted 
by  Heywood  in  his  PTNAIKEION  :  or  Nine  Bookes  of  Various 
Ilijlory  Concerning  Women,  Lond,  fol.  1624. 

Page  201. 
And  yet  farewell 

After  extradling  fome  fcenes  from  The  Brazen  Age,  Charles 
Lamb  fays  : — "I  cannot  take  leave  of  this  drama  without 
noticing  a  touch  of  the  trueft  pathos,  which  the  writer  has  put 
into  the  mouth  of  Meleager,  as  he  is  wafting  away  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  fatal  brand,  adminiftered  to  him  by  his  wretched 
mother .  What  is  the  boafted  '  Forgive  me,  but  for- 
give me '  of  the  dying  wife  of  Shore,  in  Rowe,  compared  with 
thefe  three  little  words?" 

Page  209, 

Phrixus 

And  his  faire  fijler  Helles,  being  betraid 
By  their  curjljiep-dame  Ino,  fled  from  Greece, 
Their  Innocence pittied  by  Mercury, 
^     He  gave  to  thefu  a  goldenfleeced  Ramme, 


443 

Which  bore  thcmfafe  to  the  Sygeanfea, 
Which  flaw  wiing,  beauteous  Hellcs  there  was  drffwiM, 
And  gave  thatfea  the  name  of  Hellefpont,  &c. 
In  ricy wood's  pageant,  Londini  Status  Pacatus  (1639),  Medea 
is  made  to  tell  the  fame  (lory  in  other  words  : — 

"  the  Ram 
Vpon  whofc  back  Phrixus  and  Hellc  fwam 
The  Hellefpont :  flic  to  her  lading  fame 
(By  being  drown'd  there,  gave  the  Sea  that  name  :) 
But  Phrixus  fafely  did  to  Colchos  lleere 
And  on  Joves  Alter  facrificed  there 
The  golden  Beaft." 
All   this  was  brought  in  to   celebrate  the  greatnefs   of  the 
"  Worfliipfull    Society    of    Drapers,"    at    whofe    charges    this 
pageant  was  prodticed. 

Page  212, 

Shall  the  Bids  toffe  him  whom  Medea  tones 
The  {lory  of  Jafon  and  Medea  is  thus  briefly  alluded  to  by 
Heywood  in  his  pageant  entitled  Londini  Status  Pacatus,  or 
Londons  Peaceable  Eflate  {i(>y^) : — ^^  Jafon  flgnifieth  y?r;/(2;w,  or 
healing  ;  Medea,  confdinm,  or  Counfell  :  he  was  the  fon  oi  yEta, 
his  Father  was  no  fooner  dead  but  he  left  the  Kingdome  to  his 
brother  Pelias,  who  fet  him  upon  an  adventure  to  fetch  the 
golden  Fleece  from  Colchos:  to  which  purpofe  he  caufed  the 
Argoe  to  be  built,  in  which  flxty  of  the  prime  Princes  of  Greece 
accompanied  him  ;  whom  Medea  the  Daughter  of  (the)  King  of 
Colchos  courteoufly  entertained  with  all  the  reft  of  the  Argo- 
nauts :  and  being  greatly  inamoured  of  him,  and  affraidc  leafl 
he  fiiould  perifli  in  the  attempt ;  knowing  the  danger  he  was  to 
undergoe,  upon  promife  of  Marriage,  flie  taught  him  how  he 
fliould  tame  the  Brazen-footed  Bulls,  &  to  caft  the  Dragon  that 
watched  the  Fleece  into  a  dead  fleepe  :  which  hee  did,  and  by 
flaying  him  bore  away  the  prize." 

Page  253. 
I  that  Bufirisy?^^,  Antheusy?;'^!;/^/^^, 
And  conquer'' d flill  at  thy  vnkinde  bchefl 
The  tJtreefliapt  Gerion,  and  the  dogge  of  hell. 
The  Bull  of  Candy,  and  the  golden  Hart,  &.c. 
In  his  Apo/ogv  for  Aclors  (Loud.  1612),  Ilcywood  fays  :— "  A 
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(Icfcription  is  only  a  (liadow,  received  by  tlic  care,  hxit  not  per- 
ceived by  the  eye  ;  fo  lively  porlralure  is  meercly  a  forrac  feene 
by  the  eye,  but  can  neither  fliew  adlion,  pafiTion,  motion,  or  any 
other  gefturc  to  moove  the  fpirils  of  tlie  beholder  to  admLiation> 
But  ....  to  fee  as  I  have  feene,  Hercules,  in  his  owne  fhape, 
hunting  the  boare,  knocking  dov^ne  the  bull,  tammg  the  hart, 
fighting  with  Hydra,  murdering  Geryon;  flaughlering  Diomed, 
wounding  the  Stymphalides,  killing  the  Centaurs,  pafhing  the 
lion,  fqueezing  the  dragon,  dragging  Cerberus  in  chaynes,  and 
laflly,  on  his  high  pyramids  writing  A^/l  ultra.  Oh,  thefe  were 
fights  to  make  an  Alexander  !" 

Page  384. 

IIcu/ttg;e,  iiate  Dca^  teqiie  his  pater  eripe  flavimis,  &c. 
Thefe  five  lines  are  from  Virgil's  ^Eneid,  ii.  289 — 295  r — 
"  Alas,  flee,  goddefs-born,  and  efcape,  father,  from  thefe  flames. 
The  enemy  holds  the  walls  ;  Troy  from  its  very  fummit  is  fink- 
ing into  ruins  ....  Troy  entrufls  to  you  her  rites  and  her 
houfehold  gods;  thefe  take  to  fliare  your  deftinies,  for  thefe 
fearch  out  the  mighty  city,  which  you  fliall  let  up  at  lafl,  when, 
you  have  wandered  over  all  the  fea."  They  were  probably, 
noted  by  Heywood  m  the  margin  againfl  the  fpeech  in  which. 
they  are  paraphrafed,  and  got  inferted  into  the  body  of  the  text 
through  the  bluiidering  ignorance  of  the  printer. 

Page  406. 

Her 

Hath  beenefo  ruighty  to  reuenge  the  wrongs,  &C; 
The  opening  words  of  Hermione's  fpeech  (confifl:ing  of  half  a-, 
line,  or  perhaps  a  line  and  a  half),  have  flipt  out  in  the  old  copies,, 
and  it  is  now  impoffible  tofupply  them  except  by  conjecture. 


It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  ftories  of  Juno,  of  Venus,,  of 
Ceres,  Proferpine,  Atalanta,  Hellena,  Medea,  Hefione,  and 
-^giflus  and  Clitemneflra,  are  told  in  profe  at  more  or  lefs  length, 
in  Heywood's  Nijie  Bookes  of  Various  Hijlory  Concerning  Wo- 
men,  Lond.  fol.  1624,  pp.  5,  8,  16—18,  227,  259,  404,  423,  430^ 
435. 
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